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Senfe  of  the  People  concerning  the  pre-^ 
fent  State  of  Affair with  Remarks  upon 
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rer£  F.eculatus  ?    Id.  in  Ant. 

Anno  172 
PREFACE. 

I Am  commijftoned  by  the  Author  of  the  following  Sheets; 
to  acquaint  the  Reader,  that  the  frft  Part  of  them  nxjas 
^ru  in  Ucijley  before  the  late  Recefs^  at  the  Requeft  of  a 
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4  ^he  Senfe  of  the  People 

Gentleman  in  the  Country  ;  «zc'/7d7,  obfer'viftg  the  great  TJn^ 
eajiiiefs  the  People  ^vere  in  there,  dejired  he  nvould  let  hi)n 
knB<vj  what  the  Senfe  of  the  Town  was ;   and  that,  in 
their  own  Language,  as  near  as  he  could,    Houo  far  his 
Detnand  is  coinflied  ivith,  I  lea^ve  hi?n  to  judge.  T he  Hljio" 
rical  Relations  that  follonxjy  though  no^  joined  to  the  former  y 
nvere  begun  ^tvith  a  njery  different  Vie^  ;    and  if  he  finds 
fome  of  them  too  prolix,  he  may  he  affurcd  the  Author  ( njoho 
is  nonjo  at  a  Diflance )  did fo  too  ;  and  had  he  had  more 
7ime,  they  ^v.culd  hanje  been  Jhorter.    There  is  one  Thing 
more  I  am  to  tell  him,  and  that  is,  that  he  is  obliged  to 
another  for  fome  Things  in  the  latter  Fart ;  njuhich,  he  hopes, 
nvill  not  be  liked  the  <vjorfe  for  coming  from  a  greater  Man 
than  himfelf.    And  nonx^  my  Orders  are  obeyed.    But  fince  I 
han}e  taken  Pen  in  Hand,  I  think  Til  try  my  Talent  tgo  ; 
ii7id  as  my  Friend  has  told  him  in  the  follonjjing  Papers,  honjj 
the  great  Men  among  the  Romans  a^ed  in  relation  to  their 
Country,  Til Jhe^  hi^n  ho^  the  beji  and  (wifeft  of  them  ufei 
to  talk  upon  the  fame  Head. 

When  you  hanje  looked  ever  all  the  Ties  in  Nature,  you 
*^  avill  fnd  nothing  dearer,  fays  Cicero,  no  Obligation  of 
**  greater  Importance,  phan  that  by  njuhich  ^joe  are  e^ery 
* '  one  of  us  tied  tp  the  C9mmo7i^ealih.    Our  Parents,  ChiU 
*^  dren,  t'riefids,  are  all  dear  to  lis  ;  but  our  fngle  Cou?itry 
*^  is  more  than  all  the  reji  ^  and  eruery  honeji  Man  is  ready 
**  to  lay  doivn  his  Life  for  the  Adnjantage  of  that  facred  Ih- 
tereft.    Ho^  execrable  the?i  is  the  barbarous  Impiety  of 
thofe  Men,  <who  ha^ve  torn  their  Country  to  Pieces  by  all 
**  ujorts  of  Villany,  and  ^ho  not  only  ha<ve  been,  but  are  at 
this  hi f  ant,  confpiring  its  Ruin  and  DeftruSlion  ? 

It  is  the  Duty  (fays  one  of  their  great  Men )  and  Jhould 
be  the  principal  Care  of  thoj'e  that  ha<ve  the  Adminijira" 
**  tion  of  public  Affairs,  to  fie  that  e'very  Indi-yidual  be  pro» 
teSledin  his  Property,  and  that  the  Poor  and  Simple  may 
*'  ?20t  be  circum'vented  by  the  little  Arts  of  cunning  Men,  or  ' 
^Iprffed  by  the  Pouoer  of  great  Ones  :  In  fi^ort,  that  pri- 
njate  Men  may  not  be  difpoffeffed  of  thtir  Rights  and 
E fates,  under  the  Pretext  of  a  public  Qood,    And  if  to 
*^  ?nake  my  onjjn  Fortune  ( continues  he )  by  the  impo'verijhing 
another,  is  declared  uhlanjoful,  not  only  by  the  Dictate  of 
Nature,  and  the  Rights  of  Nations,  but  by  the  particular 
Laifjs  and  Confiitutions  of  all  States    hoiv  detefiable  muft 
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thofe  Go-vernors  be,  'voho  ahujing  that  Confidence  the  plain 
*^  aiid  honeft  Fart  of  Mankwd,  njjho  are  al<ways  Minorsy 
repofe  in  them,  as  their  Triijtees  and  Guardians,  dra<iAj 
*^  the  in,  by  plaufible  Appearances,  into  their  Net,  and  fo 
*^  enrich  themfblves  at  the  Expence  of  their  Country, 

Plato Ruki  fays  the  abo^ementioned  Oratory  ought 
**  to  he  ohjernjedhy  all  that  are  intrufted  n^nth  the  Admini-- 
fration  of  the  Puilic,    It  ^Jas  this  :  That  they  Jhould  in 
/uch'Sort  ajjeft  and  defend  the  public  Liter ef,  that  all 
their  Adions  Jhould  refer  to  that,  without  any  Regard  to 
their  o<wn  private  Adn^aMage*    Therefore,  aho^e  all 
Things;  let  fuch  keep  themfelues  clear  from  the  leaf  Suf- 
*^  picion  of  A^varice,    It  is  not  6nly  a  mean  Thing,  hut  an 
**  impious y  to  make  a  Prey  of  the  Commo?nvgalth.    This  is 
a  copious  SuhjeSt,  but  Ijhall  confine  fnyfe if  \  only  hinting 
at  a  Lauo  of  this  branje  People,  nx^hich  I  n^jould  recom-^ 
mend  to  the  Conftderation  of  my  Countrymen,  and  it  being 
made  by  the  Wifiiom  of  the  Nation,  that  is  by  the  Senate^ 
lAjill  Jheiv,  at  once,  the  Senfe  of  the  nfjhcle  Natiofi,  nvitb 
"  reflect  to  the  ConduSi  of  Perfons  in  the  Adminifiration, 
Donum  ne  capiunto,  neve  danto,.  neve  pretenda,  neve 
g.erenda^  neve  gefla  poteftate. 

^he  Senfe  of  the  People  concerning  the  prC'^ 
fent  State  of  Affairs^  &c. 

^    I  Ry 

IT  is  intirely  in  Obedience  to  your  Requefl,  that  X 
fend  you  this  long  Letter  ;  which  is  nothing  elfe 
but  a  plain  and  natural  Account  of  the  People's 
Refentment  of  their  common  Injuries  and  Misfor- 
tunes ;  or,  to  put  it  in  your  Terms,  The  Senfe  of  the 
People,  as  far  as  my  Memory  will  ferve  me,  in  their  o^n 
Words,  The  Authors  of  their  Grievances  are  at  laft  be- 
come intolerable  to  them  ;  and  Vengeance,  however  un- 
profitable, as  they  are  told,  is  one  chief  End,  which  they 
propofe  as  their  future  Security.  Whoever  thinks  fit  to 
withdraw  or  excufe  himfelf  from  the  Share  he  ought  to 
bear  in  this  Defign,  is  fufpeded  to  be  engaged  in  m 
Confederacy,  which  he  is  afhamed  to  avow  :  This  Suf- 
picion  is  fo  far  from  being  juft  of  you,  that  I  could  wifh 
you  would  come  and  vindicate  your  Charafter  to  the 
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Public,  which  was  never  fo  miferably  necefTitous  of  ^11 
honeft  Help  as  at  prefent. 

As  I  am  now  upon  the  Decline  of  a  public  Life,  I 
have  had  an  Opportunity  of  obferving  a  great  deal  of  the 
Variety  and  Inconftancy  of  public  Affairs  f  but  I  never 
_  yet  knew  fo  great  a  Ferment,  fo  prev'ailing  a  Difiatif- 
iadion,  as  at  prefent  we  fee  throughout  the  whole  King- 
dom. Parties  have  been  preferred,  difcarded,  reftored, 
inixed,  and  the  feveral  Friends  of  each  have,  by  Turns, 
ronipl^ined  of  reciprocal  Violence  and  Injury,  Mifma- 
nagement  and  CoiTUption ;  but  I  don't  know  that  any  of 
fhem  have  ever  perfuaded  the  whole  Body  of  the  People 
into  their  Quarrel.  No  private  little  Wrongs  could  have 
efFe^led  a  Difcontent  fo  univerfal.  That  Adminiftration . 
mull  aifedl  every  one,  which  every  one  complains  of. 
Indeed,  when  a  Nation  is  plundered  and  opprefTed,  they 
cannot  but  feel  and  refent  it. 

They  imagine  now,  that  at  the  Opening  of  this  Sef- 
fion,  there  was  a  Defign  carried  on  by  fome,  whom  they 
will  needs  have  to  be  very  ill  Men,  to  fecure,  even  in 
fome  Degree,  the  very  late  Diredlors ;  but  we  (fay  they) 
were  not  tam.e  enough  to  admit  or  endure  fuch  an  At- 
tempt ;  fo  that  they  were  forced  to  drop  the  Delign,  and 
join  (at  leaft)  in  the  Cry  againft  them,  though  they 
trembled  at  the  Apprehenfion  of  every  Fad  that  fhould: 
be  difcovered.  They  could  have  been  glad  to  have 
flood  by  their  old  Friends  ;  but  fmce  that  muft  not  be, 
the  next  Trial  was  to  compound  for  their  own  Security, 
by  the  Sacrifice  of  their  Allies.  But  this  Artifxe  is  not. 
fatisfadory  j  the  People  tell  you  that  the  bell  and  like- 
liefl  Means  to  come  to  the  Bottom  of  their  Misfortunes, 
is  to  begin  at  the  Top.  It  is  of  very  little  Value  to 
them  how  the  lelTer  Cheats  are  difpofed  of ;  they  were  fo 
by  Profeffion,  and  have  a£ted  intirely  in  Charailer.  If 
Daniel  had  been  devoured  in  the  Den,  it  is  prefumed 
that  no  body  could  have  thought  hardly  of  the  Lions  : 
JS  o,  no,  the  Authors  of  the  Villainy  are  the  Criminals  j 
it  is  thofe  that  deliberately  formed  the  Mifchief,  and 
that  hired  and  retained  their  little  Creatures  to  execute  it, 
who  chiefly  deferve  the  Enquiry  of  a  Parliament. 

How  comes  it  to  pafs,  fay  they,  while  lefler  Villains 
are  puniihed  every  Day,  that  thofe  who  have  pillaged 
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the  whole  Country,  fhall  efcape  ?  The  greateft  Subjefls 
of  the  Britijh  Crown  did  not  ufe  to  be  too  great  to  be 
accountable  to  a  BrltijT?  Parliament.  'Tis  in  vain  for 
me,  or  anv  one  to  anfwer  to  this.  But  you  vjould  not  con- 
demn  any  one  without  fufficient  Enjidence ;  they  can  all  im- 
mediately reply,  that  they  can  point^Tto  Inflances,  and 
thofe  modern  ones  too,  where  Refolutions  have  beem 
taken,  Cenfures  founded,  and  other  Perfons  have  been 
condemned,  and  all  this  very  juflly,  upon  the  fame  or 
lefs  Evidence.  But  Aippofe  (not  grant)  the  Evidence 
defedive ;  in  Courts  of  J  iillice  it  often  happens,  that 
where  there  is  not  legal  Proof  enough  to  convid  a  Cheat, 
yet  there  is  fufficient  to  fatisfy  any  one  prefent,  that  it 
would  be  Folly  to  truft  him  any  more.  A  fufpe£led  Mi- 
nifler  oueht  to  be  ufed  as  defar  did  his  Wife,  he  did  not 
expedl  Demonftration.  Reafonable  Grounds  of  Sufpi- 
cion  are  enough  in  both  Cafes,  there  being  feldom  above 
two  privy  to  the  Fadl  in  either.  If  one  tells  them  it  is 
Prudence  to  wink  at  fome  Things,  otherwife  the  whole 
may  be  thrown  into  Confufion,  and  then  where  are  our 
Eftates  ?  The  Anfwer  is,  that  when  fuch  a  Confufion  is 
introduced,  our  Efrates  may  indeed  poUibly  be  loll ;  but 
ty  the  Toleration  of  the  late  Iniquity,  and  thereby  the 
Encouragement  of  all  future  Villainies,  by  the  Increafe  - 
X)f  Debts,  the  Decay  of  Trade,  the  Deflrudion  ofMa- 
nufadures,  the  Ruin  of  Credit,  the  Mifman  •  gement  of 
the  Revenue,  the  Lofs  of  Money  to  other  Kingdoms,  or 
the  locking  it  up  at  home,  and  all  this  while,  the  Conti- 
nuation of  Taxes  ;  by  thefe,  fay  they,  Confulion  is  adu- 
ally  introduced,  and  our  Eftates  are  already  loft. 

T'other  Day  I  happened  to  be  in  a  Company,  where, 
to  my  great  Surprize,  I  heard  a  Gentleman  endeavour- 
ing to  moderate  the  public  Difpleafure.  He  told  us, 
that  as  he  fmcerely  lamented  the  Ruin  of  his  Country,  he 
v/as  impatient  for  Redrefs,  and  hoped  to  fee  it  made  for 
ever  unfafe  for  any  one  to  play  the  fame  Game  over 
again ;  bnt  he  ventured  to  add,  that  by  going  too  fail, 
or  changing  Hands  too  foon,  we  ran  aRiik,  at  leail,  of 
altering  for  the  worfe  :  That  as  we  had,  at  prefent,  a 
Poffibiiity  of  extricating  ourfelves  from  our  Misfortunes, 
by  Length  of  Time  and  careful  Management,  we  Ihould 
take  the  furefl  Courfe,  and  not  comrnit  ourieiven  to  the 
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Adminlllration  of  a  Party,  who,  as  they  fecretly  r^* 
joiced  at  our  Miferies,  will  not  fail  to  improve  them  to 
their  own  Advantage ;  whofe  Principles  iiave  often  en- 
dangered the  Liberties  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  and  have  en- 
tailed Slavery  on  the  greateft  Part  of  Europe, 

But  the  whole  Company,  not  enduring  the  Declaraf- 
tion,  cried  out.  What  then  Wfnggifm  fupported  by  Ra- 
pine and  Injudice  ?  If  that  be  th«  Cafe ;  if  the  two  Par- 
ties have  changed  their  Ground  ;  if  thofe  formerly  reC'- 
koned  Anti-courtiers  are  turned  fawning,  obfequious 
Dependants,  in  God's  Name  let  them  fall.  Whiggif7n 
carries  in  it  the  very  Notion  of  Liberty,  and  Love  to 
our  Country  ;  and  then  it  follows,  that  the  Punilhment 
of  public  Horfe-leeches,  Parricides,  mufl  be  the  only 
Way  to  fettle  Whiggifm,  and  tO"  lay  a  Foundation  for 
the  Happinefs  of  future  Times.  ? 

In  Ihort,  thefe  are  Pretences  to  fcreen  fome  favourite 
OfFenders ;  but  when  Things  are  come  to^  Extremity^ 
you  can  hoodwink  us  no  longer.  And  we  know  very 
well,  fays  one,  what  good  Ufe  was  made  of  this  Pretence, 
by  the  Event  of  a  late  Examination  ;  fo  (hallow,  or  fa 
corrupt,  are  Englijhmen  grown.  But  give  me  the  Man, 
?r ros  Rutihifvey  Whigox  Tory^  that  prefers  the  true  Interefl 
of  England  to  that  of  any  other  Country  or  People  what- 
ever ;  that  encourages  Trade,  and  ftudies  to  adminifter 
the  Treafure  of  the  People  thriftily  and  prudently. 

Such,  Sir,  is  the  Senfe  of  the  People  ;  and  if  I  give  it 
you  in  their  o^j:n  Words,  it  is  becaufe  it  was  your  Defire 
^  fhould  do  fo,  that  you  might  the  better  judge  at  ^what 
they  dri^e, 

I  perceiv;  it  is  Matter  of  great  Admiration  to  fome, 
the  extraordinary  Addrefs  that  has  been  Ihewn  in  the  fc. 
cret  Management  of  this  A{Fair  :  That  the  whole  Tranf- 
adiion  of  574,500  /.  flditious  Stock  fhould  only  be  with 
the  Privacy  of  one  fmgle  Man,  that,  in  cafe  of  Danger, 
might  be  ftifled  by  his  withdrawing,  and  all  other 
Proof  negleded  and  difcouraged  by  the  Name  of  Hearfcy 
E'lidence;  though,  by  the  By,  fome  will  have  it  that  Let- 
ters and  Notes  under  one's  own  Hand  are  more  thaa 
Hearfay  Evidence,  and  that  the  Pratlices  of  burning, 
blotting,  razing,  and  interpolating,  have  been  thought 
lb  much  more  than  Prefumption>  that  they  have,  upon 
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lefs  Occafion,  been  admitted  as  a  tolerable  Degree  of 
Proof  in  a  certain  Place. 

But  what  I  would  infer,  fays  another,  from  Knight*^ 
Withdrawing,  is  the  premeditated  V^illainy  of  the  whole. 
The  Aclors,  whoever  they  were,  had  indeed  prodigious 
Forefight,  by  the  Caution  taken  to  prevent  Difcovery  ; 
they  forefaw  their  Guilt,  the  Succefs  of  it,  the  Turn  of 
Affairs,  the  univerfal  Calamity,  and  confequently  their 
own  Safety  in  the  Secrecy  of  one  :  Had  there  been  more, 
fome  of  them  might  have  fqueaked,  or  at  leaft  not  all  of 
them  efcaped  ;  or  if  they  had,  it  would  have  had  a  worfe 
Afpe6l  than  at  prefent.  In  fine,  they  forefaw  this  ver/ 
Examination  ;  but  the  Want  of  Judgment,  as  I  hope, 
at  leafl,  ap|>eared  in  believing  they  had  provided  fuffii- 
ciently  againft  it,  and  imagining  they  were  to  be  at  Eafe 
in  the  Affluence  of  princely  Fm tunes,  amidfl:  the  Mifery 
of  their  Fellow  Subjedlsv 

Some  People  have  obferved,  that  the  Execution  of  the 
late  pernicious  Scheme,  was  fcarcely  attended  with  more 
\'iliainy  than  Madnefs  and  Folly  ;  Furor  rapiendi  ac  pr<^^ 
dandi  oce<^ca<vit  cculos.  The  monflrous  Avarice  of  our 
Plunderers  has  undone  themfelves  as  well  as  the  Nation  : 
Each  of  the  thirty  little  Cheats  might  have  got  their 
icOjOOO  /.  a-piece,  and  a  few  others  have  doubled  that 
Sum,  without  running  any  Rifle  ;  nay,  perhaps,  have  re- 
ceived Thanks  for  their  great  Care  of  public  Credit.  Sa 
mean,  fawning,  obfequious,  as  well  as  indolent  and  cor- 
rupt are  we  grown,  that  nothing  but  the  prodigious  Enor- 
mity of  the  Guilt,  the  Univerfality  of  our  Mifery,  has 
forced  us  into  the  Enquiry  we  are  now  making. 

As  to  the  Event  and  Succefs  of  this  Enquiry  I  fliall 
not  be  difappointed  (fays  another)  if  nothing  comes  of 
it.  The  Nature  of  the  Tafk  is  attended  with  fo  many 
Difficulties,  and  the  Difcouragements  the  Enquirers 
meet  with  from  other  Quarters  fo  great,  that  they  have 
need  of  more  than  ordinary  Conftancy  and  Refolution  to 
perfift  in  the  Difcharge  of  fo  uneafy  a  Truft  :  However, 
they  have  the  Satisfadion  to  know,  that  the  whole 
Weight  of  the  Nation  is  on  their  Side  ;  that  they  have 
the  Bleflings  of  all  hpneft  Men  at  prefent,  and  fliall  be 
ever  mentioned  with  Honour  in  the  Annals  of  their 
Country* 
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Yes,  fays  one  that  flood  by,  their  Country  can  nevef 
do  them  too  much  Honour,  while  they  continue  to  have 
tiie  fame  Regard  for  it  they  have  hitherto  fhewn:  And 
as  for  what  fome  People  would  infmuate,  it  is  done  with 
an  ill  Defign  ;  that  they  will  grow  cool,  and  their  Cou- 
rage abate  from  the  many  Difficulties  they  meet  with, 
and  fo  prove  like  the  Dog  of  Jntnjuerp,  who  had  ufed  a 
long  while  to  carry  home  his  Mailer's  Meat  from  the 
Market  with  great  Integrity  :  At  laft,  being  harder  be- 
fet  by  fome  more  refolute  Curs  than  ordinary,  when  he 
found  he  could  defend  it  no  longer,  he  fell  on  himfelf  :  * 
Since  it  is  to  no  Purpofe  to  bold  out,  fays  he,  /  had  as  good 
hawe  my  Share. 

For  my  Part,  fays  one  that  had  been  lillening  to  this 
Difcourfe,  I  am  apt  to  think  Matters  might  have  been  car- 
ried, long  ago,  with  more  Eafe,  if  fome  of  another  Lift 
had  been  employed.  As  now  the  Enquiry  is  profecuted 
with  an  Air  of  Bufmefs  and  Concern,  it  might  then  have 
looked  like  an  Affair  of  Pleafantry  and  Amufement,  and 
been  received  and  fupported  with  a  tolerable  Degree  of 
good  Humour ;  but  we  fee  w^hat  would  be  the  Confe- 
^uence  of  frequent  Ballots. 

The  Converfation  is  flill  the  fame,  wherever  you  go<. 
I  mull  own  I  heartily  wifh  that  they,  whofe  Bufine:s  it 
is,  would  put  a  Stop  to  it ;  which  is  only  to  be  done,  as 
far  as  I  can  guefs,  by  giving  up  Offenders  be  they  who 
they  will.  Some  will  have  it  that  Matters  were  managed 
wrong  at  firfl:  They  ought  to  have  been  fecured  imme- 
diately. If  one  fhould  reply.  Would  you  ha^ue  condemned 
'  €tnd  punijhed  them  before  you  had  heard  them  ?  No,  fay 
*hey,  they  were  fufficiently  heard  (unlefs  you'll  quibble 
upon  the  Word)  v/hen  the  Books  were  liril  produced^ 
which,  in  an  Hour's  Perufal,  difcovered  Villainy  enough 
to  have  juftified  their  Confinement ;  and  then  we  had  not 
been  fending  to  Vienna^  Btu/Jels,  Sec.  then  we  had  at 
leall  hid  pur  Shame,  and  not  been  refufed  this  little  Fel- 
low ;  than  which,  I  think,  nothing  fhews  our  Mifery 
more. 

The  Contempt  which  our  good  Friends  and  Allies 
have  for  U£,  is  evident  from  the  little  Art  they  ufe  to 
hide  It :  And  their  refufing  to  deliver  him  up  under  the 
Pretence  of  fome  Privileges  of  the  High  aud  Mighty 
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States  of  Brahanty  can't,  mcthinks,  but  raife  Indigna- 
tion in  every  EyigUjh  Breail^  We  are  poor,  and  it  leems 
our  Allies  know  it,  and  therefore  defpife  us.  But  let 
them  beware  how  they  roufe  the  Lion  j  other  Anfwers 
have  formerly  been  returned  the  Crown  of  England : 
And  though  a  Britip  Houfe  of  Commons  may  and  will 
always  hear  Reafon,  they  will  not  fuiFer  themfelves  to  be 
trifled  with,  whoever  elfe  may. 

As  for  me,  cries  another,  I  am  fo  fully  perfuaded  of 
the  Emiperor's  Juilice  and  Gratitude,  that  nothing  will 
be  wantmg  on  his  Part,  I  am  fure,  to  deliver  up  a  Man, 
who,  as  he  was  lail  Year  m.ade  a  Tool  for  the  Deftruction 
of  the  Nation,  may  now  be  the  Inftrument  of  faving  it* 
And  his  Imperial  Majefty,  I  think,  can't  but  have  Inte- 
reft  and  Authority  enough  v/ith  his  own  Subjects,  to  gairi 
fo  fmall  a  Point ;  v/ho,  it  is  well  known,  though  he  is  as 
juil  and  mild  a  Prince  as  any  upon  Earth,  yet  has  for- 
merly fhewn  thofe  very  Subjeds,  that  he  knows  how 
to  aliert  his  Prerogative,  and  punifh  all  their  Pretences  ta 
Right,  v/hich  contradidi  his  juft  Will  and  Pleafure,- 

We  the  rather  exped  to  fee  Mr.  Knight  in  England  (as 
Others  fay)  not  fo  much,  becaufe  it  is  fuch  a  Trifle  to* 
the  Emperor  to  grant,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  valuable  a 
Favour  to  us ;  but  that  we  are  informed,  that  his  coming 
over  is  earnellly  defired,  even  by  thofe  who  cannot  but 
have  Weight  in  what  they  afk  of  that  Prince  ;  and  wha 
feem  concerned  in  the  Difcoveries  which  he  is  exped;ed 
to  make,  ss  the  only  Way  to  clear  up  their  Innocence, 
and  wipe  away  the  Sufpicion  which  has  been  moil  un- 
juftly  thrown  upon  their  Charaders.  If  thefe  People  are 
in  earneR:,  they  are  very  happy  in  having  an  Opportuni- 
ty of  prefling  this  Matter  more  fuccefsfuUy  than  others 
can.  We  own,  fay  they,  we  fhouid  be  glad  to  fee 
Knight^  were  it  only  to  be  fatisfied  that  fuch  a  Parcel  of 
Stock  was  honeftly  paid  for ;  fuch  a  Name  and  Letter 
was  forged ;  fuch  a  myfterious  Tranfadlion,  fuch  a  blind 
Account  was  clearly  upon  another  Score  than  is  general- 
ly fuppofed,  and  had  no  Relation  at  all  to  South-Sea. 

This  Difcourfe  was  followed  by  a  needlefs  Calculation 
of  the  Length  of  Time  in  which  we  might  hope  to  fee 
Knight y  if  he  was  fent  over  at  all.  "  As  the  neareft 
J*  Way  to  Vienna  has  been  lately  found  out  to  be  hy 
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«  Brujfeh  ;  fo,  for  ought  we  know,  the  rtearefl  Way 
from  Brujfels  may  hereafter  he  thought  to  be  by  Vien- 
na.    And  though  Gentlemen  Iho-uld  be  perfuaded  to 
attend  the^  Service  of  their  Country  till  he  comes,  ta 
the  Detriment  of  their  own  private  Affairs  ;  whether 
**  other  Perfons  will  think  proper  to  defire  or  impofe 
fuch  a  Hardfhip  upon  them,  we  cannot  determine." 
However,   continued  they,  'tis  certain  there  was  a 
ihorter  Way  of  going  to  work  at  firft,  which  is  not  yet 
altogether  too  late  to  try.    The  old  Parliamentary  Me- 
thod was  to  reprefent  their  Grievances,  and  get  them  re- 
drefied  as  foon  as  they  met,  before  they  would  go  upon 
any  other  Confiderations  whatever.  It  was  not' for  Want 
of  Grievances,  fome  tell  us,  whatever  elf?  might  bs 
wanting,  that  this  Method  was  not  ufed  at  firft.    If  this 
Way  of  Proceeding  had  been  taken.  Knight  could  hardly 
have  withdrawn,  or  perhaps  it  might  have  been  conveni- 
ent to  have  had  him  here  again  ere  this,  to  have  avoided 
the  Explication  of  many  other  Complaints  of  a  different- 
Nature  that  might  have  been  fet  on  Foot  ;  but  whether 
that  Point  had  been  gained,  feveral  other  valuable  Ad- 
vantages would  have  been  fecured^ 

There  is  a  remarkable  Proof  of  this  Right  of  Parlia* 
ment  in  Richard  the  Second's  Time,  and  Things  of  this 
Sort  are  never  the  worfe  for  being  old.       Some  unde- 
**  ferved  Favours,  fays  my  Author ,  fnewn  to  a  Minion> 
the  Exorbitances  of  great  Officers,  and  other  public 
Mifcarriages  as  to  the  Revenue,  had  made  ho  fmall 
**  Impreffions  on  the  Minds  of  many  of  the  Lords,  as 
well  as  Commons,  when  Richard  called  a  Parliaments 
They,  foon  after  they  were  affembled,  joined  in  this 
Meflage  to  him  (Henry  Knighton^  Words,  who  lived 
*'  at  the  very  time,  are  thefe)  T^hat  the  Chancellor  and 
^reafurer  ought  to  he  re?no^ed  from  their  Offices^,  hecaufe 
**  they  ivere  not  for  the  Good  of  the  King  and  Kingdom  ; 
•*  and  hecaufe  alfo  they  had  fuch  Matters  to  treat  of  nju'ith 
**  one  of  them,  as  could  not  be  treated  of  <Txhile  he  re?nained 
in  that  Office:' 

The  King,  who  no  doubt,  thought  this  a  very  bold 
Way  of  proceeding  in  his  Subjeds,  afTured  them,  He 
rMoitld  not  remo^oe  his  meaneji  Scullion  Boy  at  their  Injiance, 

and  advifed  them  tahaflen  th{?  Bufinefs  of  Parliament ; 

by 
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by  which  is  meant  the  Supply  of  his  Expences  for  his 
Wars,  HoufliOid,  and  other  Charges.  But  the  Lords 
and  Commons,  by  joint  Confent,  replied.  That  they 
„  neither  could  vor  ^o:ould  difpatch  the  leafl  Article,  till  he 
(who,  as  the  Hiilorian  fays,  was  then  lingering  at  Eltham] 
would  come  to  them,  and  remove  Michael  de  Fok^  the 
Ch '^ncellor,  from  his  Office. 

The  King^s  Anfwer  to  this,  not  pleallng  them,  the 
Parliament  lent  him  this  MeiTage.        Sir,  ^he  Prelates, 
Lords,  and  ^hole  People  of  the  Commons  of  S?2gland,  af- 
**  ter  feveral  loyal  and  honeft  Wifhes,  i?2ti??iate  thefh 
Things  unto  you,  that  they  have  it  confirmed  by  ancient 
"  Conliitution,  which  none  can  contradid,  that  the 
King  ought  to  call  a  Parliament  once  a  Year,  as  the 
higheil:  Court  of  the  Realm,  wherein  Equity  ought  ta 
fhine  bright,  where,  as  well  Poor  as  Rich,  ought  to 
find  Refrefhment,  by  removing  all  kind  of  Abufes, 
where  public  Grievances  are  to  be  redreffed,  and  with 
the  moll  prudent  Counfel,  the  State  of  the  Nation  is  to 
be  treated  of,  that  the  King's  and  Nation's  Enemies 
atMome,  as  v/ell  as  Abroad,  may  be  difcovered  and 
*^  puniih.ed,  and  the  nsceffary  Burdens  of  the  King  and 
*"  Kingdom  may  with  more  Eafe  [the  public  Want  con- 
*^  Jidered)  be  fupplied.    And  they  conceive  alfo,  that 
fmce  they  are  to  fupport  the  public  Charge,  they 
fhould  have  the  ordering  and  fupervifal  too,  how  and 
by  whom  their  Goods  and  Fortunes  are  expended. 
What  follows  in  this  Remonftrance  is  flill  freer ;  to 
which  the  King  making  a  threatening  Anfwer,  the  Lords 
and  Commons,  after  giving  him  fome  feafonable  Advice^ 
relating  to  his  Threats,  proceed  in  thefe  Words. 

"  The  People  of  England  have,  in  your  Time,  fuf- 
tained  fo  many  Taxes  for  the  Support  of  your  Wars^ 
"  as  that  now  they  are  reduced  to  fuch  incredible  Pover- 
ty,  that  they  can  neither  pay  their  Rents,  nor  alTifl 
**  their  King,  nor  even  afford  themfelves  the  NeceiTaries 
of  Life  :  And  all  this  is  brought  to  pafs  by  the  evil 
Miniflers  of  the  King,  who  have  ill-governed  both 
**  King  and  Kingdom  to  tliis  Day  :  And  unlefs  we  do 
quickly  fet  our  helping  Hands  to  the  Work,  and 
raife  the  healing  Prop,  the  Kingdom  of  England  will, 
!^  in  lef&  Time  than  we  think  of,  be  miferably  fubverted. 

"  But 
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^'  But  there  is  yet  one  Part  of  our  MeiTage  on  the  Be- 
",half  of  your  People  to  be  imparted  to  you,  That  we 
"  have  an  ancient  Conftitution  (not  many  Ages  fmce  er- 
perimented)  it  grieves  us  to  mention  it  :  That  if  the 
"  King,  through  any  evil  Counfel  whatever,  or  through 
"  a  weak  Obilinacy,  or  Contempt  of  his  People,  fhaU 
alienate  himfelf  from  them,  and  refufe  to  govern  by 
*^  the  Laws  and  Statutes  of  the  Realm  ;  if  he  fhall  throw 
"  himfelf  headlong  into  wild  Defigns,  and  flubbornly 

execute  his   own  lingular   arbitrary  Will,  Thei^ 

follows  the  Right  of  the  People,  dreadfully  aflerted.  But 
they  afterwards  go  on, 

That  this  Kingdom  may  not,  by  your  evil  Counfel- 
**  lors  be  fubverted,  this  Kingdom  fo  honourable,  and 
above  all  the  Nations  in  the  World,  moll  famous  in 
War,  may  not  now,  in  your  Time,  through  the  Di- 
ftrailions  of  ill  Government,  be  miferably  laid  wafte  j 
That  the  Title  and  Infcription  of  thefe  Miferies,  may 
never  be  placed  as  a  fcandalous  Mark  upon  your 
Reign,  and  this  unhappy  Age  :   Recal,  we  befeech 
"  you,  your  Royal  Mind  from  fuch  foolifh  and  perni- 
"  cious  Counfels  ;  and  whofoever  they  are  that  fuggell 
fuch  Matters  to  you,  do  not  only  not  hearken  to  them» 
but  totally  remove  them  from  you  ;  for  in  Time  of 
Danger  it  will  be  found  they  can  no  ways  efFedually 
ferve  you. 

The  Reafon  and  Honelly  of  this  wrought  fo  much  up- 
on the  King,  that  in  three  Days  Time  he  came  to  his 
Parliament,  though  WAth  fome  Reludance  ;  when  Michael 
de  Pole  was  impeached  of  high  Crimes  and  Miidemeanors, 
and  turned  out  of  his  Ofhce,  and  another  put  in  his 
Place  by  Confent  of  Parliament,  as  was  likewife  the 
Treafurer,  another  Favourite. 

But  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  for  the  Inilrudion  of 
thcfe  Times,  tliat  upon  the  King's  deiiring  a  Supply  at 
the  fame  time,  that  he  feemed  to  hefitate  at  the  discard- 
ing Pole^  the  Commons  anfv^^ered,  That  he  did  not  need 
the  Tallage  of  his  Suhje^s,  <ivho  7night  fo  eajily  fur'nijb. 
himfelf  of  fo  great  a  Sum  of  Money  from  him  that  ivas  his 
Debtor^  as  the  Articles  of  hnpeacbjnent  fet  forth. 

As  for  Robert  de  Vere^  Duke  of  Ireland,  the  King'^s 
moll  dangerous  Favourite?  the  Parliament,  to  iiiew  their 

Prudeac§ 


Concerning  the  prefenf  State  of  Affairs,   i  ^ 

Prudence  and  Moderation,  chofe  rather  to  give  him  a 
vail  Sum  of  Money,  upon  Condition  that  he  would  go- 
to Ireland,  than  to  endure  the  Influence  of  his  Counfels 
near  the  King's  Perfon.  But  after  all  this,  the  good 
Commons  had  no  fooner  gained  their  Points,  than  thej 
freely  gave  the  King  a  Supply. 

Before  they  broke  up  (continues  my  Author)  the  Par- 
liament obferving,  by  the  Covetoufnefs  of  the  King's 
Miniilers,  that  the  public  Revenue  was  vainly  laviHied, 
the  King  infufferably  abufed  (partly  through  Negligence 
to  fearch  out  the  Truth,  partly  through  a  refolute  Hu- 
mour to  fupport  thofe  beyond  Reafon,  whom  he  had 
once  advanced)  that  the  common  People,  by  continual 
and  grievous  Burdens,  were  miferably  im.poverifhed  j 
the  Rents  of  the  great  Men  much  impaired,  and  their 
poor  Tenants,  in  many  Places,  forced  to  abandon  their 
Hufbandry,  and  leave  their  Farms  empty  and  defolate  ; 
and  that  by  all  this  the  King's  OfHcers  alone  became 
immeafurably  rich  :  They  therefore  chofe  a  Number  of 
confiderable  Men  to  infped,  treat  of,  and  determine,  all 
Affairs,  Caufes  and  Complaints,  arifmg  from  the  Death 
of  Edujardlll,  to  that  Time;  as  likewife  of  die  King's 
Expences  and  his  Miniilers,  and  all  other  Grievances 
happening  within  that  Time. 

7 'he  Hifcorian  farther  obferves.  That  when  the  Parlia- 
ment endeavoured  at  an  Jd-  of  Refi{?npticn,  the  jail  and 
frequent  Way  to  repair  the  languiiliing. Condition  of  the 
Nation,  Michael  de  Pole  told  the  King,  it  was  to  the 
King's  Diihonour,  aadedecus  Regis,  and  forced  him  from 
it ;  to  which  the  Commons  aniv/ered^  ^'  Although  they 
were  wearied  out  by  Toils  and  Expences,  they  would 
never  grant  the  King  a  Subfidy,  until,  by  Authority 
"  of  Parliament,  he  fhould  adtually  refume  all  that  be- 
"  longed  to  the  Crown  of  England,    And  that  it  was 
more  to  the  Diihonour  of  the  King  to  leave  fo  many 
of  his  poor  Subjedls  in  intolerable  Want."   Yet  could 
not  all  good  Counfel  work,  till  by  Parliament  that  great 
Man  was  banifhed ;  which  was  no  fooner  done,  but  aa 
^cl  of  Refump'ion  follov/ed  3  fo  true  it  is,  and  it  ought  to 
be  a  perpetual  Leflbn  to  Poilerity,  That  ujhmeuer  the 
People  of  England  defire  to  redrefs  Grie^vances^  and  reco'ver 
f^bat  tbej  ha'V^  been  plund^r^d  of  the  Work  muji  begin 
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nvith  the  Impeachment  of  corrupt  Minifters,  The  Weight 
of  a  Parliament  will  ever  bear  down  a  bad  Man,  how^ 
great  foever. 

It  is  certain,  a  King  who  w^ould  reform  the  State  for 
the  general  Eafe  and  Benefit  of  his  People,  mull  expe6l 
to  meet  with  fome  Difficulties,  efpecially  if  thofe  neareit 
him,  and  w^ho  have  his  Ear,  are  Partakers  in  the  Abufes 
he  would  corred  :  All  Sort  of  Rubs  will  be  laid  in  the 
Way,  and  the  Fears  of  fuch  as  may  be  called  to  an  Ac- 
count, will  make  them  fet  all  kind  of  Engines  at  Work. 
They  who  are  confcious  of  their  Guilt,  and  apprehenfive 
that  the  Jullice  of  the  Nation  (hould  take  Notice  of  their 
Thefts  and  Rapines,  will  try  to  give  all  Things  a  falie 
Turn,  and  fill  every  Place  with  their  falfe  Suggeflions  ; 
they'll  accufe  innocent  or  lefs  guilty  Perfons,  that  fo  by- 
putting  the  People  upon  a  wTong  Scent,  they  may  avoid 
the  Purfuers,  and  efcape  unpunilhed. 

Sometimes  they  will  fpirit  the  Chief,  if  not  the  only. 
Evidence  away  :  At  other  Times  they  will  endeavour  ta 
blail:  the  Reputation  of  fuch  as  would  enquire  into  their 
Actions.  And  though,  perhaps,  there  are  no  other  pof- 
fible  Ways  left  to  fupply  the  State,  but  by  m^aking  them 
difgorge,  and  bringing  them  to  a  Reftitution,  yet  they 
will  pretend  that  all  Motions  leading  thereto,  and  all 
Enquiries  of  this  Nature,  are  nothing  but  Spite,  the  Ef- 
fects of  Difcontent,  and  the  Refult  of  Fadlion.  And  that 
the  full  Knowledge  of  their  Crimes  may  never  reach  the 
Prince's  Ear,  they  endeavour  to  engrofs  him  to  them- 
felves,  by  mifreprefenting  all  that  are  not  of  their  Cabal, 
as  difiafFeded  to  his  Perfon  and  Government.  Theyll 
find  out  falfe  Colours  for  their  Proceedings,  and  cover 
their  Corruption  and  Rapine  with  the  Pretence  of  their 
Mafter's  Service ;  nay,  rather  than  fail,  they'll  throw 
the  Odium  of  the  whole  upon  him. 

By  thefe  falfe  Suggeftions,  well  meaning  Perfons  have 
often  been  frightened  from  reaching  at  great  Offenders  ; 
A.nd  even  the  beft  Patriots,  by  feeing  with  what  Warmth 
iind  i^eal  Corruptions  are  defended,  have  been  wearied 
into  Silence ;  and  this  has  made  fome  of  our  Kings  be- 
lieve, that  either  the  Offenders  were  got  above  the  Laws, 
or  that  the  People  confented  to  thofe  Things  they  did  not 
think  fit  to  punifh.    But  wife  Pringes  fee  througlx  all  this. 
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They  know  that  an  honeft  Minifler  will  be  content  with 
moderate  Gains  ;  and  that  no  Merit  can  give  a  Man  a- 
Title  to  rob  ihe  Public  :  That  a  few  may  complain  withr- 
out  Reafon  ;  but  that  there  is  Occafion  for  Redreis 
when  the  Cry  is  univerfal. 

They  fee  through  all  their  little  Artifices,  and  cannot 
but  be  fenfible,  whatever  Colours  they  may  give  to 
their  Villainy,  that  Mankind  muft  abhor  to  behold  a 
few  enriched  with  the  Spoils  of  a  whole  Country,  and 
to  fee  private  Perfons  fecuring  to  themfelves,  in  fpight 
of  Parliament,  a  vail  ill-gotten  Wealth  in  the  Poverty 
of  the  Public  ;  and  therefore  they  will  be  the  firil  ta 
defire  every  Thing  Ihould  be  looked  into,  and  all  pofTi- 
ble  Thrift  fet  on  Foot  that  may  eafe  the  People  :  They' 
will  make  Choice  of  fuch  Minifters  as  are  likelieit  ta> 
handle  the  Nation's  Money  with  the  cleaneft  Hands  t 
They  will  propofe,  with  Pleafure,  themfelves,  that  thofe 
Evils  may  be  corrected,  which  a  few  have  committed 
at  the  Expence  of  the  whole  Kingdom  ;  that  the  Thefts 
upon  the  Public  be  looked  into  and  punifhed.  They 
will  not  ftay  to  be  afked,  that  thofe  Servants  may  be 
called  to  an  Account  who  have  broken  their  Truft,  and 
in  their  Offices  confented  to  the  Plunder  of  the  Nation, 
though  they  Ihould  have  had  no  Share  in  it  themfelves, 
knowing  that  our  Laws  put  little  Difference  between  a 
Minifter  that  contrails  a6lual  Guilt  himfelf,  and  him 
who  permits  others  to  commit  a  Crime,  which  by  the 
Authority  of  his  Office  he  might  have  prevented. 

And  indeed  the  Reafon  is  plain  ;  for  it  is  the  Intereft 
of  P  rinces,  when  they  come  to  underlland  the  true  State 
of  Things,  fo  to  do.  They  cannot  be  unwilling  to  pre- 
vent their  own  Ruin  ;  and  fuch  a  King  never  wants  Af- 
fiftance,  who  will  look  into  Abufes :  And  their  Faction^ 
who  have  been  guilty  of  Mal-Adminiilration,  will  be 
found  very  weak,  when  he  is  once  in  earnefl  to  have 
what  has  been  amifs  amended,  becaufe  but  a  fevv'  are 
Gainers  by  Mifgovernment,  and  a  Multitude  are  injured 
by  it. 

'Tis  true.  Plunderers  have  now  and  then  out-braved 
the  Laws  and  efcaped,  when  in  their  Depredations  up- 
on the  Public,  there  have  been  a  great  many  concerned, 
^  and  they  became  fafe  by  the  Multitude  of  thofe  who. 

have 
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have  been  Partakers  in  the  Booty  ;  and  yet  there  ar^ 
Examples  in  former  Reigns,  where  the  true  Lovers  of 
our  Conilitution  have  couragiouily  attacked  and  brought 
to  Condemnation  Men  in  the  higheil  Polls  of  Authority, 
and  thofe  fortified  by  the  Multitude  of  the  Perfons  con- 
cerned  in  the  Plunder ;  and  fhail  not  the  popular  Hue 
and  Cry,  which  fo  hotly  purfues  the  Robbers  at  this 
time,  the  Wants  of  the  Nation  calling  fo  loud  for  Ven- 
geance, the  univerfal  Voice  of  the  People,  crying  Re- 
fund, Refund,  av/aken  fome  honeit  Patriots,  fome  brave 
Spirits,  to  infill  upon  the  moll  rigorous  Panifhment  of  a 
few ;  I  fay  a  very  few  Mifcreants  (would  I  could  call 
their  Booty  fmali  too)  given  up  by  the  whole  Body  of 
the  Kingdom,  and  deceiled  by  all  Mankind,  but  their 
AiTociates  ? 

And  hov/  is  this  great  and  honell  Defign  likely  to  be 
better  executed  than  by  imitating  the  Parliaments  of 
Richard  the  Second,  (though  perhaps  it  had  been  as . 
proper  fooner)  in  afferting  the  immediate  Necellity  of 
redreffing  Grievances,  and  rejeding  every  other  . Conft- 
deration,  till  that  is  done  ;  which  is  not  only  the  ancient 
Conilitution  of  this  Government,  but  the  moft  probable 
Way  to  come  at  Offenders,  when  timely  taken,  by  fhew- 
ing  a  proper  Refolution  in  their  Profecution,  and  by 
that  Means  giving  them  no  Opportunity  to  concert  Mea- 
fures  with  the  Accomplices  in  their  Crim.es,  or  to  with- 
draw themfelves  or  their  EiFeds  from  Jufiice. 

Whether  or  no  Richard's  Parliament  did  prudently  in 
giving  fo  great  a  Power  to  a  felecl  Number  of  Men,  af- 
ter they  were  difmilTed,  I  ihall  not  decide  ;  but  they  cer- 
tainly took  one  Method,  not  only  wife  but  Parliamen- 
tary ;  I  m.ean,  that  they  themselves,  during  their  SeiliODy 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  lioufe,  to  ccnfder 
of  the  State  of  the  Nation  ;  and  this  plainly  gained  them 
their  Point.  This  is  alv/ays  the  great  Day  of  a  Parlia- 
inent,  and  valuable  to  Engiifmcji  :  Then  the  Subjedl 
feels  his  Strength,  and  vindicates  his  I,iberties.  And 
whether  the  Repreferstatives  of  the  People  alTembled  at 
^his  Day  in  Parliament  (than  which  I  am  fare  there  ne- 
ver was  any  that  better  underilood  their  Duty  to  their 
King  and  Country)  will  follow  the  fame  Method,  Time 
will  fUew, 

This 
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This  was  the  Way  the  rarliaiTLent  took  in  the  Reign 
of  Edward  the  Ild.  when  they  wanted  to  get  rid  of  a 
moil  pernicious  Favourite,  Pierce  Ga^vefion^  a  Frenchman^ 
who  had  fo  poiTefred  the  King,  that  he  entirely  ne- 
gleded  the  Counfels  of  his  Nobles,  and  the  Affairs  of 
State.  In  his  iiril  Parliament,  they  unanimouHy  be- 
fought  the  King  to  advife  and  treat  with  his  Nobles  con- 
cerning the  ^tate  of  the  Kingdom  ;  and  at  the  lame  time 
falling  themfelves  into  a  very  llridl  Examination  of  Af- 
fairs on  their  Part  ;  they  urged  the  Matter  with  fuch, 
good  Succefs,  that  the  King  confented  that  they  ihould 
reduce  into  Articles,  all  that  was  neceflary  for  the  Good 
of  the  Nation,  and  took  an  Oath  to  ratify  all  their  Re- 
folutions.  Amongft  the  e  Articles,  after  requiring  the 
Obfervation  apd  Execution  of  M^-gna  Chart with  all 
other  neceffary  Ordinances  ;  They  infill  that,  all  Strang- 
ers Jhould  be  banijhed  the  Court  and  Kingdom  j  and  all  ill 
Ccunfellors  remo'ved ;  That  the  King  Jhould  not  begin  any 
War,  or  go  any  njj here  out  of  the  Kingdom,  ^without  the 
Comrnon  Council  of  his  People,  Waljingham  jays  upon 
this  Head,  p,  99,  That  the  Barons  librato  utrobique  peri- 
culoy  in'vemunty  quod  nji^ente  Petro,  ejfe  non  poierat  Pasc 
in  Regno,  nec  Rex  ahundare  Thefauro  :  So  they  never  reli- 
ed till  he  was  banilhed  the  Kingdom. 

It  feems  likewife,  that  in  this  Reign  the  Ladies  were 
begging  and  intriguing  at  Court  :  For  the  Lady  F e/cey 
was  accufed  of  having  procured  to  Sir  Henry  Beaumont, 
her  Bi other,  and  others,  feverai  Lands,  Rents,  Tene- 
ments, i^ranchifes,  and  Cfnces,  by  which  means  the 
Kingdom  came  to  be  loaded  with  Taxes  and  Impofi- 
tions ;  for  which  (he  was  ordered  to  leave  the  Court, 
without  ever  returning  to  make  any  Stay  there. 

The  very  Talk  only  of  fuch  an  Enquiry  into  the  State 
of  the  Nation,  has  made  a  Miniilry  fometimes  very 
wifely  produce  an  Offender,  give  up  one  or  more  of 
their  own  Number,  or  redrefs  fome  Grievances  chiefly 
complained  of,  left  by  not  preventing  fuch  an  Enquiry, 
they  might  run  a  Rifque  of  being  obliged  to  redrefs 
more  Grievances  than  perhaps  at  hrft  v/ere  thought  of. 
A  principal  Point  fhali  be  yielded  fometiraes  to  avoid 
farther  Trouble. 

TMs 
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This  has  no  relation  to  us  at  prefent.  We  all  kno# 
how  far  our  Great  Men  are  from  fuch  Apprehenfions ; 
how  little  Reafon  a  Miniftiy  have  to  fear,  any  thing 
that  might  be  trumped  up  upon  fuch  an  Enquiry.  I 
am  fatisfied  Gibraltar  is  ftill  in  our  Hands ;  and  I  am 
as  well  fatisiied,  notwithftanding  the  Expence  of  our 
Fleet,  with  fo  many  Thoufands  on  board,  there  can  be 
no  Danger  of  a  War  with  the  Cxar^  which  indeed  can 
never  be  of  any  Service  to  England, 

As  for  what  is  paft  in  the  Mediterranean :  If  it  has  coft 
lis  Money,  we  have  got  Honour,  by  fhewing  how  well 
we  can  fight  upon  the  leaft  Oceafion.  No,  no,  when 
thofe  who  are  fufpeded  of  having  had  Part  in  the  late 
traiterous  Defign,  and  the  Gains  of  it,  have  acquitted 
themfclves  in  that  Point,  to  the  SatisfaclioJ  of  all  honeil 
Men,  I  will  venture  them  innocent  of  a  hundred  other 
Mifcarriages,  which  fome  peevifh  People  pretend  to* 
charge  them  with. 

In  the  Reign  of  Edward  II.  the  rnftance  happened 
which  th-e  Parliament  of  Richard  II,  referred  to  in  their 
Meffage,  as  we  have  cited  it  above.  The  Story  is  this : 
Hugh  Spcncery  being  made  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  a 
Man  of  equal  Infolence  and  Ambition  with  Gan^ejlony 
fo  infmuated  himfelf  with  the  King,  that  he  fucceeded 
to  all  that  Favourite's  Authority,  and  alfo  to  the  Hatred 
of  the  People.  Spencer  the  Father  was,  for  his  Son's 
Sake,  taken  into  Play,  and  made  Earl  of  Winchejier^ 
as  he  himfelf  was  Earl  of  Glocejler. 

Upon  which  the  Earls  of  Layicafier  and  Hereford^  with 
many  other  Barons,  aiTembled  and  fvvore  mutually  to 
live  and  die  in  Maintenance  of  the  Rights  of  the  King- 
dom ;  and  in  procuring  the  Banifliment  of  the  Spencers y 
whom  they  held  as  the  Seducers  of  the  King,  and  Op- 
preflbrs  of  the  State,  fufFering  nothing  to  be  obtained 
but  by  their  Means,  which  was  a  Milchief  moft  intole^ 
rable  to  the  State  :      For  that  when  all  Graces  and 
Difpatches  were  to  pafs  out  but  at  one  Door,  the 
King's  Benignity  was  diminifhed,    and  Corruption 
was  introduced  to  the  Overthrow  of  Juftice  and  good 
Order."    In  fliort,  thefe  Lords  procured  the  Spencers. 
to  be  banilhed  in  Parliament.    May  all  Minifters,  who 
exercife  the  fame  Monopoly,  meet  with  the  fame  Fate. 
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However,  as  the  King  was  rather  forced  to  this,  tlian 
convinced  of  his  Duty  in  it,  Means  were  found  to  elude 
,  the  EfFed  of  the  Sentence,  and  Spencer  the  Son  made 
•f  %  t  to  hide  himfelf  in  Evgla7td^  with  the  King's  Con- 
nivance, till  a  fair  Occafion  fhould  olFer  for  his  Return, 
which  happened  foon  after,  but  to  the  utter  Ruin  of 
both  ;  for  the  Queen  being  difgulled,  as  well  as  Lords 
and  Commons,  ihe  ordered  Matters  fo,  as  to  get  a  fuf- 
ficient  Power  ;  who  declaring  that  their  Defign  was  on- 
jy  to  deliver  the  Kingdom  from  evil  Counfellors,  they 
were  eafily  fuccefsful.     The  Favourites  were  hanged 
with  the  utmoft  Ignominy,  and  the  unhappy  King  fo« 
lemnly  depofed,  as  unfit  to  govern,  for  thefe  Reafons  a* 
mong  others :  "  For  that  in  all  his  Reign  he  had  been 
milled,  and  governed  by  others,  who  gave  him  evil 
Counfel,  to  the  Difhonour  of  himfelf  and  the  Deftruc- 
tion  of  his  People,  not  confidering  or  knowing  whe- 
^*  ther  it  was  good  or  €vil ;  nor  would  remedy  thofe 
Things,  when  he  was  petitioned  by  the  Chief  Men 
of  his  Kingdom,  nor  fuffer  them  to  be  redrefled."  So 
\^Tong  is  it  to  trifle  with  a  Parliament,  who  by  their 
Misfortunes  are  become  ferioufly  in  earneft. 

A  late  Great  Man  of  the  fame  Name  with  thofe  juft 
mentioned,  who  was  certainly  a  wife  Man  too,  no  fooner 
found  he  began  to  be  pecked  at,  with  fome  Eagernefs, 
by  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  he  came  to  the  King  and 
refigned  his  Staff,  telling  him  he  found  he  was  not  able 
to  do  him  any  Service  in  a  public  Poll :  He  did  not  ex- 
pofe  his  Mailer  for  his  own  private  Intereft,  nor  attempt- 
to  fcreen  himifelf  behind  the  Affedion  which  the  Peo- 
ple might  bear  to  the  Perfon  of  the  King.  There  ought 
to  be  no  abfenting  for  a  little  while,  no  laying  down  one 
Pofl  and  keeping  others.  When  a  Nation  is  exafpe- 
rated,  and  a  Minifler  is  become  heartily  difagreeable, 
the  only  Way  for  an  honeil  Servant  to  exprefs  his  Love 
to  his  Mailer,  is  to  yield  up  all ;  and  the  mod  popular 
Thing  a  Prince  can  do,  is,  to  give  up  thofe  that  are 
difgultful  to  his  People. 

Thus  did  Harry  the  Eighth,  than  whom  certainly 
tliere  never  was  a  more  pofitive  Prince.  Becaufe,  fays 
tjie  Hiftorian,  the  Authors  of  Opprelhon  and  Injuflice 
.are  always  moll  odious  \  and  nothing  gives  a  People 

jnore 
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jnore  Satis fadlion,  than  to  fee  their  Perfecutors  punilhed : 
He  caufed  Empjon  and  Dudley^  the  two  chief  Aftors  in 
the  late  rapacioiu  Proceedings,  to  be  committed  to  *Iie 
^G^'er ;  and  divers  of  the  inferior  Agents^  called  Aiders 
and  Abettors,  to  be  fet  in  the  Pillory  :  Soon  after  this 
he  calls  a  Parliament,  where  the  principal  Proceedings 
were,  with  rega.rd  to  E'/npfoii's  and  Dudley  %  Extortions : 
Upon  which  the  King,  that  he  might  enlarge  the  Peo- 
ple's Confidence  and  AiFedion  towards  him,  was  willing 
to  reftrain  fomething  of  his  own  Authority.  In  fnort, 
Empfon  and  Dudley  were  attainted  of  High  'Treafon  ;  and 
the  King,  to  fatisfy  the  importunate  Clamours  of  his 
People,  caufed  them  both  to  be  beheaded ;  by  which 
he  gained  the  Affedlion  of  the  Nation,  and  was  in  per- 
.  fedt  Peace  and  Safety  with  his  People. 

If  a  Houfe  of  Commons  cannot  attack  a  Minifter,  or 
even  a  Miniftry,  upon  a  popular  Grievance,  but  imme- 
diately the  King  and  Miniilry  muft  be  blended  toge- 
ther ;  and  they  are  wicked  enough  to  try  to  caft  the 
Odium  upon  him,  or  to  fcreen  themfelves  by  him  ;  there 
is  an  End  of  our  Conilitution.  'TLs  indeed,  a  very  true 
and  a  very  juil  Maxim  v/ith  us,  that  the  King  can  do  no 
nvrong,  but  it  ought  to  be  carried  no  farther ;  we  muil 
not  add  7ior  his  Minijiry  neither' ;  for  in  that  Cafe,  none 
but  the  Tools  of  MiniHers  can  ever  be  punifned  for  the 
greateft  Abufes ;  which  would  be  a  fad  Cale  in  the  pre- 
ient  Mifery  and  Poverty  we  are  reduced  to. 

Let  us  fuppofe  that  Hany  the  Eighth  had  tacitly  en- 
couraged Emp/on  and  Dudley  in  plundering  the  Subjects, 
and  had  had  no  inconfiderable  Share  of  the  Gains  him- 
felf,  as  it  is  certain  Harry  the  Seventh  had ;  would  it, 
or  indeed  ought  it,  to  have  availed  them  any  Thing, 
(when  the  Parliament  were  enquiring  into  their  Actions) 
to  have  told  the  King,  "  Sir,  you  have  had  your  Share 

of  this  Booty ;  they  ftrike  at  you  more  than  at  us ; 

you  muft  fcreen  us  (happen  what  will)  or  elfe  more 

may  come  out  than  is  proper  to  be  known."  Could 
any  thing  have  raifed  the  Indignation  of  the  whole  Na- 
tion againfl  them  more  than  this,  if  it  was  known  ?  And 
as  for  the  Prince,  he  might  well  have  anfwered  them  ; 

I  will  not  be  accountable  for  this  Mifchief,  by  taking 

it  upon  myfelf  j  I  was  not  let  into  the  Secret ;  I  un- 

derftood 
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derftood  no  Harm  by  it ;  You  ought  to  have  advifed 
me  better  \  but  fmce  I  now  find  that  you  only  drew 
me  in  to  hide  your  own  Avarice,  depend  upon  it,  I 
fhall  the  more  willingly  give  you  up  to  the  juil  Re- 
.'entment  of  my  People,  and  I  am  juftiiied  in  it,  both 
"  by  the  i-aws  of  God  and  my  Kingdom.'' 

Having  made  a  few  Remarks  upon  fome  PalTages  in 
our  Englijh  Hiftory  ;  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  g  ve  fome 
Inllances  of  the  good  Oeconomy,  and  the  fteady  and  un- 
biaffed  Virtue  of  the  Ro?na?7s,  fince  it  was  by  thefe,  and 
thefe  alone,  they  became  fo  great  and  powerful. 

Pyrrhus,  King  of  Eph'us^  was  very  deiirous  to  con- 
clude a  Peace  with  the  Romam  ;  in  order  to  which,  hav- 
ing got  Fahricius  alone,  he  tries  in  the  following  Speech 
to  corrupt  him. 

"  As  I  defire  to  have  all  the  reil  of  the  Romans  for 
my  Friends,  fo  efpecially  you  C.  Fahricius,  who  I 
efleem  as  aPerfon  that  excels  all  others  for  your  Con- 
dud,  as  well  in  Civil  as  Military  Aitairs ;  yet  I  am 
forry  to  fee  you  wanting  in  one  Point,  I  mean  of  an 
Ellate,  that  may  enable  you  to  live  in  that  Port, 
**  which  becomes  a  Perfon  of  your  Quality.    But  I  will 
**  not  fufFer  this  Injury  of  Fortune  to  be  any  longer 
troublefome  to  you,  and  I  will  bellow  on  you  fo  much 
*^  Gold  and  Silver;  as  fhall  make  you  richer  than  any 
of  your  Fellow- Citizens  j  for  I  reckon  it  becomes 
**  one  in  my  Condition  to  relieve  fuch  great  Men  as  are 
*^  poor,  who  have  always  aimed  more  at  getting  Ho- 
nour  than  Money :  Yet  I  would  not  have  made  you 
"  this  Offer,  if  the  Honour  of  this  Benefit  accrued  to 
me  with  Difhonour  to  yourfelf ;  but  now  becaufe  you 
come  not  upon  any  perfidious  Defign,  or  that  which 
is  at  all  unworthy  your  Charadler,  why  fhould  you 
**  refufe  a  fmall  Prefent  offered  you,  out  of  Kindnefs, 
**  by  a  Friend  :  for  I  afk  nothing  of  you  but  what  may, 
"  yea,  and  ought  to  be  done  by  any  honeft  Man,  that 
is  a  Lover  of  his  Country  ;  that  you  ivill  endeavour 
to  carry  it  for  making  Peace  <with  me  in  the  Senate, nvho 
hanje  already  gained  a  Battlcy  and  bring  them  off  from 
their  Ohjlinacy  to  a  more  moderate  Temper 
Fahricius  had  too  much  Honefty  to  accept  the  Money, 

and  ioQ  much  good  Senfe  not  to  know  he  could  not 

long 
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long  be  of  that  Weight  he  was  of,  in  his  Country,  \£ 
be  had.    After  a  fbort  Paufe,  he  made  this  Anfwer. 
"  If  I  am  obferved  to  have  any  Skill  in  the  Manage- 
ment  of  Civil  or  Military  Affairs,  'tis  needlefs  for 
me  to  lay  any  Thing  in  it,  iince  you  have  believed 
others  fo  much  concerning  it.    But  if  you  fuppofe  I 
*^  am  in  ^  worfe  Condition,  becaufe  I  am  poor,  than 
*'  any  other  Roman,  you  are  mightily  miftaken  ;  for 
•**  whilft  I  do  my  Duty  with  Contempt  of  Wealth,  I  feel 
*^  no  Mifery .:  I  bear  the  greateft  Offices  among  us  ;  I 
manage  the  moil  important  Wars :  I  am  employed  in 
"  the  moft  honourable  Embafiies ;  the  Charge  of  Re- 
ligion  is  committed  to  my  Care  ;  I  am  called  to  the 
"  Senate,  and  confulted  with  concerning  the  Vveightieft 
Affeirs  of  State  :  Therefore  as  much  as  being  the 
pooreft  ^of  all,  I  come  not  Ihort  of  any  of  the  Weal- 
*  thieft  in  what  is  good  and  commendable,  why  fliould 
I  complain  of  my  Fortune  ?    This  as  to  my  public 
"  Capacity.    In  my  private  one,  my  Poverty  Is  To  far 
from  being  a  Burthen  to  me,  that,  on  the  contrary, 
when  I  compare  myfelf  with  your  rich  Men,  my  Cdn- 
dition  feems  infinitely  happier  than  theirs  ;    and  I 
count  myfelf  one  of  thofe  few,  that  ha\'^  attained 
«  the  greateft  Happinefs  of  this  World :  For  fmce  it 
"  feems  but  an  idle  Thing  to  me  to  cover  Superfluities, 
and  with  all,  my  little  Spot  of  Ground,  which  I  la- 
bour  myfelf,  if  well  cultivated,  will  fupply  me  with 
NecefTaries,  I  do  not  know  why  I  fhould  be  folicitous 
for  more  Wealth :  But  if  the  PoflelTion  thereof  ren- 
<«  ders  a  Man  any  thing  happier,  as  to  you  Kings  the, 
<^  Matter  feems  ;  which  is  the  beft  way  pf  getting 
Wealth,  to  receive  it  from  you  dilhonourably,  or  to 
get  it  myfelf  hereafter  honourably  ?   My  good  Suc- 
*<  cefles  in  the  Service  of  the  State  have  given  me  brave 
^<  Opportunities  to  improve  my  Fortune,  as  at  other 
Times  often,  fo  efpeciallyTour  Years  ago,  when  be- 
ing  Conful,  I  was  fent  with  an  Army  againft  the  Lu- 
caniansy  Samnites  and  Brutiansy  and  wafted  their  large 
<*  Territories ;  and  having  routed  them  in  feveral  Bat- 
ties,  took  and  rifled  their  rich  Towns ;  from  "which 
**  Booty,  after  I  had  given  LargelTes  to  my  Soldiers, 
a^d  repaid  privatje  JPerfonS;  whatever  they  had  lent 
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^'  th€  State,  upon  the  Occalions  of  the  War,  there  re- 
"  mained  the  Sum  of  400  Talents,  which  I  laid  up  in' 
•*  the  public  Treafury.    Seeing  therefore,  that  I  have 
'<  thus  refufed  to  make  my  Fortune  by  hionourable 

Means,  out  of  this  Booty,  which  was  in  my  Hands ; 
"  and  like  FaL  Publicola,  and  many  other  noble  Romans^ 

who  have  raifed  the  State  to  this  Pitch,  preferred  Ho- 
**■  nour  before  Intereft  ;  fhall  I  now  take  Bribes  of  you,> 

quitting  an  honeft  Way  of  getting  an  Eftate,  for  one 
•*  as  infamous  as  dangerous  ?  But  now  what  do  you 

tiiink  would  be  the  liTue  of  the  Matter,  if  the  Thing 
^*  ihould  be  difcovered  (and  it  cannot  be  concealed)  to 
*•  thole  Magiflrates  called  Cen/ors,  from  their  Authority 
"  in  reforming  Manners,**a^nd  that  they  fliould  impeacli 

me  of  Bribery  ? 

'Tis  added  by^moft,  that  Pyrrhus  tried  his  Conflancy 
and  Reforation  more  importtinately  a  fecond  time  :  Af- 
ter other  large  Promifes,   ofFering  to  him  Part  of  his 
Kingdom.    All  this  I  thought  pertinent  and  ufeful  to 
mention,  as  related  by  feveral  Authors,  to  fhew  how  the 
Greatnefs  of  the  Romojis  took  its  Rife,  as  well  from  the 
Thrift  that  was  lliewed  in  all  Matters  relating  to  the 
Public  (this  wife  Nation  making  almoft  every  foreign 
Expedition  bear  its  own  Charge)  as  from  the  Integrity 
ard  Difmtereflednefs  of  their  great  Men  and  Miniilers. 
Thefe  were  the  Manners  of  thofe  Days  ;  fuch  the  Tem- 
pers and  Difpofitions  of  thofe  Perfons  by  whom  the  Ro- 
fTMn  State  being  buoyed  up  through  fo  many  Difficulties 
and  Calamities,  arrived  at  fuch  an  incomparable  Gran- 
4^ur  of  Empire  and  Renown.    By  thefe,  and  the  like 
Inftances,  we  may  learn  how  Men  ought  to  be  quali- 
iied,  if  inftead  of  being  cried  up  by  a  few  Creatures  of 
their  own,  penfioned  for  that  very  Purpofe^  t)iey  intencl 
to  be  heartily  admired,  cherifhed  and  belovell  by  the 
Body  of  their  Fellow-Citizens ;  and  to  leave  their  Polle- 
rity  a  more  flourifhing  State  than  they  received  from 
their  Forefathers.    Great  Men  did  not  then  ftrive  to  ex- 
ceed in  Wealth  and  Luxury  at  their  Country's  Coll,  but 
in  Courage  and  Condui5l,  in  Refolution  and  Fidelity  to 
their  Country  :  And  thefe  which  I  have  cited,  and  the 
like,  were  no  warm  ExprelTions  arifing  from  PaiTion, 
nor  premeditated  by  the  Speakers,  the  more  plaufibly  to 
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carry  on  fome  fecret  Intrigue  ;  but  thefe  Men  being  ra- 
ther admirable  than  imitable  in  our  Days,  by  the  con- 
ftant  Tenor  of  their  Aftions  verified  their  Words. 

This  fame  Fabridus,  when  he  had  but  two  Pieces  of 
Plate  in  his  Houfe,  a  Salt-feller,  and  a  Diih,  with  a 
Stand  of  Horn  to  hold  it,  and  the  AmbafTadors  of  the 
Samnites  would  have  prefented  him  with  Money  and 
rich  Furniture,  he  told  them,  "  As  long  as  I  can  rule 
my  Appetite,  I  fhall  want  nothing ;  carry  you  the  Mo- 
ney  to  them,  that  want  it."    In  fine,  he  lived  fo  all 
Ms  Life,  that  he  left  nothing  at  his  Death,  and  his 
Daughters  were  portioned  by  the  Senate.    The  chief 
Men  lived  then  v/ith  the  fame  Continence  and  Modera- ' 
tion.  ^  Fahius  Maximus,  a  Perfon  who  had  often  borne 
the  greateil  Qifices,  having  been  once  Cenfor,  refufed 
the  Office  a  fecond  Time,  faying,  It  was  not  for  the  In- 
tereil  of  the  Commonwealth  to  have  the  fame  Men  often 
chofen  Cenfors.    He  likewife  died  fo  poor,  that  his  Son 
was  forced  to  receive  Money  from  the  Public  for  his 
Funeral.    Curiusj  out  of  a  like  Generofity  and  Great- 
iiefs  of  Mind,  contemned  the  Salines  Prefents,  as  Fahri- 
dus  had  done  thofe  oi  the  Samrdtes.    Fauhis  ^milius, 
upon  his  Victory  over  Perfezis,  brought  fo  much  Money 
into  the  public  Treafury,  that  one  Captain's  Booty  de-.^ 
livered  the  People  from  any  farther  Need  of  Taxes ;  and 
this  he  did  without  any  other  Advantage  to  his  Family, 
than  the  honourable  and  immortal  Memory  of  his  Name 
and  Adion.    Africanus  the  younger  got  as  little  by  the 
Deftruftion  o? C^tha^e.  and  his  Fellow-Cenfor  L.  Mu??!- 
77iius  as  little  as  either  of  them,  by  the  Ruins  of  the  rich 
City  ol  Ccrintb.    But  his  Baiineis  was  rather  the  Orna- 
menf  and  Luftre  of  his  Country,  than  that  of  his  Houfe  : 
Although  in  giving  Reputation  to  the  one,  he  could  not 
fail  of  doing  the  like  to  the  other. 

I  have  been  the  longer  upon  this,  becaufe  of  the  Ufe- 
fiik  efs  of  fiich  Examples.  The  chief  End  of  Hiftory 
being  to  give  us  good  Rules,  whereby  we  Ihould  fquarc 
our  own  Adions,  and  to  point  out  to  us  the  feveral  Steps 
by  which  a  Nation  arrives  at,  and  preferves,  a  ftrong, 
vigorous,  and  flourilhing  Conftitution,  and  becomes 
great  and  confiderable  \i^ith  its  Neighbours.  Here  we 
have  a  great  Man  b^h^wng  himf^lflik^  a  faithful  Stew- 
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ard  to  the  Commonv/ealth,  accounting  exadlly  for  wha^ 
Monies  he  had  taken,  and  lodging  them  in  the  public 
Trealury.  Here's  a  Statefman  treating  all  the  Offers 
and  advantageous  Conditions  made  him  with  Contempt, 
and  refulino;  even  a  Share  in  a  Crown  ;  and  that  when 
the  Thing  delired  of  him  feemed  rather  of  Service  than 
prejudicial  to  the  Commonwealth  ;  at  leaft,  it  was  of 
fuch  a  Nature  as  might  have  bore  the  moft  plaufible  Co- 
lours, and  the  Author  of  it  very  eafily  have  been  fcreen- 
ed  :  But  an  honell  Man  will  always  reafon  thus ;  Sure 
I  need  no  fuch  Inducements  to  promote  the  Good  of  my 
Country,  and  nothing  ihall  tempt  me  to  wrong  it. 

There  is  nothing  more  comm.on  among  this  brave 
People  than  Examples  of  this  Sort  :  Scipio^  Cato  V tic  en-- 
f.s,  Fla77iinius^  and  an  hundred  more,  are  Patterns  for 
fuch  to  follow,  as  will  handle  Matters  of  Government 
with  Tntegrity  and  Virtue.  Thefe  did  not  think  of  build-  . 
ing  up  Fortunes  to  themfelves,  but  of  enriching  the  State. 
They  were  fo  far  from  taking  Prefents  to  facilitate  the 
palnng  of  a  BiH  in  the  Senate,  or  appropriating  to  fecret 
Services  what  was  dellgned  to  raile  public  Credit,  and 
pay  the  Nation's  Debts,  that,  like  good  Truilees,  they 
treafured  up,  for  the  Services  of  the  Public,  what  they 
drew  from  others,  and  fcorned  to  convert  any  Part  of 
it,  by  little  under- hand  Subtilties  and  Dillinctions,  to 
their  own  Ufe.  Thus  they  took  Care  that  Poverty 
fhould  not  grow  upon  the  Public,  as  the  only  Means  good 
Rulers  have  to  prevent  the  burthening  the  People  v/itii 
Taxes,  a  Matter  with  them  ever  ftudioufly  avoided. 

By  this  honeft  Oeconomy  (for  I  cannot  repeat  it  too 
often)  Rome  arrived  to  that  high  Pitch  of  Greatnefs, 
which  they  had  never  reached,  had  their  Confule,  Prs- 
tors,  iEdiles,  and  what  is  worfe,  their  Qusellors,  Trea-^ 
furers,  been  permitted  to  diffipate  the  Revenue^  take 
Bribes  with  Impunity,  and,  leaving  the  Nation  ilill  ia 
Pawn,  to  enrich  themfdves  by  what  was  laid  up  to  dif- 
charge  the  heavy  Engagements  they  fometimes  lay  un- 
der by  long  expenfive  Wars.  Habere  qua^ ft  id  Rempub. 
(it  is  a  Roman  Conful  fpeaks)  no7t  mode  turpe  eft^  fed  etiam 
feeler  at  um  tff  nefarium.  No ;  they  knew  this  would  re-» 
fled  upon  the  Dignity  and  Majefty  of  the  Common- 
wealth, which  they  always  kept  facred ;  that  by  fuch 
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proceedings  public  Credit  muft  fink  at  once  ;  and  then, 
if  a  War  had  overtaken  them,  their  Ruin  was  inevitable ; 
for  when  the  Public  is  exhaufted,  and  when  private  Men 
are  fo  impoverilhed  as  not  to  be  in  a  Condition  to  help 
the  Public,  the  Nation  muft  be  left  naked  and  defence- 
lefs,  they  muft  become  contemptible  to  their  Allies,  and 
a  Prey  to  thofe  that  will  invade  them. 

Nor  is  this  the  Bufmefs  only  of  good  Rulers  in  a  well 
ordered  Republic  :  The  beft  and  wifeft  Princes  have  ever 
been  the  mcft  frugal  of  the  public  Mojiey,  and  have 
looked  very  narrowly  into  their  own  Afeirs ;  and  chiefly 
fuch  as  relate  to  their  Income  and  Revenue.    "And,  in- 
deed, there  is  this  good  Re^fon  for  it,  among  many 
others ;  if  a  good  Prince  negleds  that  which  is  fo  much 
his  own  Concern,  and  leaves  a  Matter  fo  important  to 
Jiimfelf  wholly  to  his  Minifters,  they  will  ever  endea- 
vour to  keep  him  in  Ignorance,  that  they  may,  with  the 
greater  Impunity,  prey  upon  him :  They  grow  corrupt 
and  ravenous,  the  Commonwealth  is  devoured,  and  no- 
thing but  Want  and  Mifery  enfues  :  And  v/hen  he  finds 
out  his  Fault,  and  fets  himfelf  ferioufly  to  difengage  the 
Public,  and  put  the  Revenue  in  Order,   he  is  forced, 
againft  his  Inclination,  to  add  heavy  Burthens,  and  op- 
^refs  the  People  with  Taxes  ;   and  fo  he  lofes  their 
Hearts,  and  they  that  Reverence  they  ought  to  have  for 
him.    Vefpafia7t,  though  a  very  excellent  Emperor,  and 
one  that  aimed  at  nothing  but  the  Good  of  Mankind, 
that  he  might  put  Things  in  Order,  and  difcharge  the 
Public  of  a  great  Debt,  was  forced  to  continue  the  old 
Impofitions,  add  new  ones,  exercife  divers  fordid  Mo- 
nopolies, and  make  open  Traffic  of  Places  and  Prefer- 
ments :  By  all  which  he  loft  the  Charafter  he  fo  well 
deferved  by  his  many  other  excellent  Qualities ;  and  Po- 
fterity  will  fcarce  allow  him  a  Rank  among  good  Princes. 
Thus  it  appears  how  much  it  imports  the  Ruler  of  a  Na- 
tion v/ith  careful  Eyes  to  look  after  his  Treafure  ^him- 
felf, fince  the  Want  of  it  will  compel  the  beft  of  Men 
to  the  worft  of  Adions,  by  which  he  becomes  odious 
at  the  prefent,  and  in  After-ages  his  Virtue  will  be  cen- 
fured. 

However  J  next  to  preventing  fo  great  an  Evil,  th^ 
fafeft  Way>  if  it  does  happen,  is,  as  is  already  faid, 
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frankly  to  give  up  the  Offenders  ;  and  make  them  an- 
fvver  for  their  Adlions  in  that  Place,  to  which  the  Con- 
Imitation  has  entrulled  the  Enquiry  into,  and  Punifhment 
of  fuch  Offences*  A  Prince  fhould  never  fuffer  any  thing 
that  is  corrupt  or  venal  in  his  Palace.  We  have  a  very 
remarkable  Inflance  of  this  in  Conjlantine  :  An  Inftance 
never  to  be  forgotten,  either  by  a  good  King  or  a  free 
People.  ?Ie,  v/ithout  flaying  for  Addreffes  or  Petitions 
from  the  feveral  Cities  and  Provinces  of  the  Empire, 
proceeded,  of  his  own  Accord,  to  remedy  the  Diforders 
crept  into  the  Government  by  a  rapacious  Miniftry.  He 
thought  it  below  him  to  prote(Sl  and  fcreen  a  Minion  or 
Favourite  for  any  Reafon  whatfoever,  but  correded  Ra- 
pine, Cppreffion,  and  Bribery,  in  the  miniilerial  Parts 
of  the  Government,  by  a  folemn  EDICT,  inviting  all 
forts  of  People,  tc\  accufe  fuch  of  his  Minillers  and  Offi- 
cers as  had  been  corrupt. 

I  know,  fays  a  celebrated  Author,  many  Obftacks 
will  be  thrown  in  the  Way,  to  baffle  fuch  a  Reformat 
tion.  But  a  wife  and  refolute  Prince,  will  eafily  fur- 
mount  ail  Oppofition.  The  Cabals  of  a  Party,  the 
Difficulties  fome  may  pretend  to  bring  upon  his  Affairs ; 
no,  nor  the  vaft  Sums  of  Money,  at  iirft  fraudulently 
gotten,  and  now  laid  out  to  prevent  Enquiry;  neither 
them,  nor  a  thoufand  other  Obftacles,  will  ever  terrify 
or  difcourage  fuch  a  one,  bent  to  reform  the  State,  wha 
has  the  Love  of  his  People,  and  whofe  Intereft  is  one 
and  the  fame  with  theirs.  Much  lefs  need  he  appre- 
hend the  mercenary  and  unconftant  Crew  of  Place-Hunt- 
ers, whofe  Defigns  are  always  feen  through,  who  are 
defpifed  as  foon  as  known,  and  who  only  lead  one  an- 
other. We  have  never  yet  heard  of  a  Tumult  raifed 
to  refcue  a  Minifter,  whom  his  Mafter  defired  to  bring 
to  a  fair  Account ;  on  the  contrary,  to  fee  a  few  en- 
riched with  the  Spoils  of  a  Country,  has  been  the  Oc- 
cafion  of  many  popular  Seditions,  which  wife  Kings 
have  appeafed,  by  a  juft  and  timely  Sacrifice.  To  con- 
clude :  If  a  King  be  fevere  in  looking  into  his  Ac- 
counts, if  he  be  careful  of  the  public  Money,  if  he 
examine  into  the  Corruption  of  his  Officers,  if  he  en- 
c^uire  into  the  fudden  and  exorbitant  Wealth  of  thofe 
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who  have  had  the .  handling  of  his  Treafure,  if  he  ri- 
goroufly  punifh  fach  as>  in  breach  of  their  Truft,  and 
contrary  to  their  Oaths,  have  converted  to  their  own 
Ufe  what  belongs  to  the  State  ;  if  he  abandon  and  re~ 
figns  into  the  Hands  of  Juflice  fuch  as  have  robbed  him 
and  the  Public  ;  and  if  he  take  back  what  was  too 
great  to  give,  and  much  too  great  to  be  afked,  it  is 
with  the  univerfal  Applaufe  of  the  People,  whom  this 
Care  relieves  from  frequent  and  heavy  Taxes,  he  will 
bejuilified  by  the  Voices  of  all  Mankind,  in  purfuing 
..  the  Ends  for  which  he  was  called  by  the  People,  and 
his  Name  wilLbe  great  to  all  future  Generations. 

Nemo  eft  tarn  ftultus  qtit  non  intelligat,  Ji  dormierimm 
hoc  tern-pore-^  non  modo  crudelem  ^  fuferham  Dcminatio7iem 
nobis  fid  (d'  ignomimofam  Sff  Jlagitiifam  efe  ferendamt 
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A  compleat  Bipry  of  -the  late  Septennial 
^  Parliament '.wherein  all  theirProceedmgs 
are  particularly  enquired  into,  and  faith-^ 
fidly  related  ;  with  proper  Remarks^  and 
many  fecret  Memoirs  interfperfed^  con-^ 
cerning  the  late  'Times.  To  which  is  pre- 
fixed,  Honefi  Advice  to  the  Freeholders 
^'Great-Britain. 

By  Thomas  Gordon,  Efq\ 

Anno  1722. 


P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 

TUl^  Preface^  to  my  Wfiory  of  the  Septennial 
Parliament,   is  principally  dejigned  for  the  Free- 
holders ^England.    And  I  hope,  after  njjhat  I ha<ve  com" 
piunicated  to  the  Public^  there  <will  be  qjery  little  Occajion 
for  much  to  he  faid^  to  biafs  Them  in  the  Choice  of  proper 
Reprefentati<ves,  at  the  approaching  E  led  ion, 

I  think  that  they  ought ^  in  Jujiice  to  Themfel'ves,  to  he 
H^ery  cautious  in  the  Ele Sling  many  of  our  late  Reprefen  - 
tati^es  ;  I  njoould  ha<ve  them  ujell  confder  of  their  pajl 
Beha^viour^  before  they  ^venture  to  chufe  •  them  again  ; 
they  ha^ve  already  done  Mifchief  fuficient,  and  fnore  than 
their  Children,  or  e^ven  their  Grand- children^  ^ill  ei'er 
fee  remedied. 

But  as  federal  Members  of  the  laji  Parliament  ivere 
made  by  the  njoorft  of  Means  ;  by  double  and  falfe  Returns, 
by  Bribery y  and  e-very  'Thing  elfe  that  could  promAft  and 
foretel  Miferies  to  the  Subjedy  ^^hat  could  ive  expeSi  hi  t 
extraordinary  and  unprecedented  Proceedings  frojn  Them  ? 

If  in  the  prefent  Eledlion,  the  like  Meafures  Jhould  be 
takeny  our  future  Parliament ,  infiead  of  retrieving  the  late 
MifcondudSy  "vjHI  undoubtedly  compleat  the  Ruin  their  Bre- 
thren not  only  begun,  but  made  fit  ch  a  Pragrefs  in-:  I  mufl 
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therefore  nvarn  all  our  Freeholders  of  this  jujl  Appreheti" 
fion  J  and  endea'vour  to  roufe  them  from  a  l^egUgence  and/ 
Supinenefs  ivhich  ?nay  he  other-ivife  fatal  to  thefe  Kwg^ 
doms, 

1  am  to  tell  them.  That  if  they  put  themfel'ves  on  the 
Footing  of  Slanjery,  hy  felling  them fel'ves,  they  mtifl  expeB 
Tio thing  lefs  than  Slauery,  and  then  to  he  ahjei't  Slaves : 
That  the  Members  of  Parliament  do  not  Buy  <without  an 
Intention  of  Selling  them  ;  and  that,  by  Means  of  Bri- 
bery and  Corruption,  they  may  fell  their  lateji  Pofierity  ( and 
?nany  others)  as  nvell  as  themf elves. 

This  fould  he  uuell  nx'eighed  and  confdered:  And  fur- 
ther, if  they  accept  of  Bribes,  through  the  Necef/jty  of  the 
Tiinesy  this  nvill,  in  a  njery  fhort  Space,  encreafe  their 
Necefflties",  becaufe  the  Times  ^ill  inequitably  gro<w  mjorfey 
by  the  Management  of  corrupt  Members  ;  and  none  but 
corrupt  Mefnbers  njoill  offer  them  Bribes,  And  if  Eledions 
are  publickly  bought  in  a  certain  Alley,  may  not  our  Li- 
herties  he  as  publickly  fold  in  a  more  noted  Place  ? 

A  great  many  ill  Men  'will  endea'vour  to  fqueeze  them^ 
fel'ves  into  Boroughs,  in  th?  prefent  EleStion,  to  be  thereby 
ikreened  from  the  juft  Refentment  of  an  injured  People,. 
I  hope  our  EleSlcrs  nK'ill  be  upon  their  Guard  againf  thefe 
Men,  nvho  are  Enemies  to  the  Public,  It  ^ill  be  a  Step 
to  public  Juftice  to  oppofe  them,  and  a  Juftice  to  them* 
felloes  to  fpe^iAJ  them  out  ^with  Contempt  and  Jgnomi^ry, 

Our  Electors  are  in  the  renjerfe  Condition  to  the  H^ife 
of  Lot  :  They  ha^ve  the  lafi  Necefjity  of  looking  back,  at 
the  fame  time  they  look  forward ;  and  they  viiifl  not,  like 
Watermen,  look  one  Way  and  ro^w  another  ;  if  they  do,  they 
^uvill  ?iGt^  like  them,  efcape  the  Rocks  and  Dangers  in  theiT 
Pafjage. 

They  ?nuf  be  fleady  and  indefatigable  in  purfuit  of  ivhat 
alone  can  ?nake  us  a  happy  People  ;  in  the  Purfuit  of  Honefy 
and  Integrity,  They  7?2uf  not  be  tempted  by  the  golden  Ap^ 
pie  ;  nor  their  Wi'ves  and  Partners  of  their  Cares  b-e  miC- 
le  /,  to  influence  them,  by  the  Intrigues  of  Men,  ^ho  'will 
ejpoufe  thtm  only  till  their  E legion  is  fure. 

I  fhall  'vjind  up  all  'with  this  fhort  Advice  to  our  Free^ 
holders,  and  other  Electors,  Let  not  fich  Mefnbers  be 
chofen,  for  the  future  Parliament,  nvho  are  fufpeSled  of  be- 
i7ig  Penfioners  to  a  Court,   or  ivho  are  capable  of  being 
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Irihed  into  Silence,  Let  none  that  advanced  the  Septen- 
nial Z-^w,  ha've  your  Votes  and  Liter efls  ;  the  Mif chiefs 
from  hence  are  hut  too  apparent,  ^hofe  nvorthy  Qentk'* 
men  ^ho  had  pro^vided  us  Barracs,  and  themfehves  Palaces j 
are  by  all  Means  to  he  excluded:  So  are  lih^jife  our  Sodth- 
Sea  Scheme-men,  and  the  Setters  up  of  Bubbles  y  the  Re- 
jectors  of  good  La^ws,  and  the  Enactors  of  bad  ones.  Let 
not  thofe  be  eleSiedy  ^ho  are  the  Skreeners  of  Villains^ 
cud  Plunderers  of  the  Public. 

Chufe  fuch  for  your  Reprefaitati^vei,  'who  are  fit  to  re- 
prefent  you  ;  fuch  as  are  jufi,  honeft^  and  uncorrupted  \  fuch 
as  have  Efiates  and  PoffeJJions  amongfl  youy  too  great  to 
be  loft  ;  fuch  as  "will  attend  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Kifzgdom^ 
upon  all  Occafions  ;  and  fuch  as  <will  repeal  the  bad  Laifjs 
the  laft  Parliament  ena^ed,  and  enaSi  the  good  ones  they 
rejected* 

Then  ^cvillyou  cfcquit yourfel'ves^  like  Englifhmen  ;  like 
Lo<vers  of  your  Country  ^  and  of  yozirfelnjes  ;  and  fe  cure  to 
Pojlerity  thofe  Blejfngs^  that  njcill  make  your  Names  and 
Memories  njenerahle  to  fiture  Ages, 

A  true  Hiftory  of  the  Septennial  Parlia-^ 

ment,  Gf^. 

WHENEVER  any  Thing  has  happened, 
in  any  Age  or  Country,  that  is  men  orable 
and  extraordinary,  whether  it  has  a  Tenden- 
cy either  to  Good  or  Evil,  it  is  no  more  than  \^hat  is 
common  for  fome  bold  and  faithful  Hiftorian  to  tranf- 
jnit  it  to  Poilerity. 

That  we  have  in  our  Tim/is,  had  great  and  extraor- 
dinary Events,  none  will  be  fo  bold  as  to  deny  :  We 
have  feen,  and  that  fatally  too,  that  every  Thing  may 
be  in  Danger  under  the  plaufible  Appearance  of  do- 
ing Good  ;  that  Men  of  all  Ranks  and  Degrees  have, with- 
out Diftindion,  plundered  one  another  ;  that  the  Widow 
and  the  Orphan  have  been  totally  defpoiled^  to  add  to 
the  Grandeur  of  public  Robbers  (for  fuch  I  mull  term 
the  Authors  of  our  Miferies)  that  Honour  and  Honelly, 
in  moft  Parts  of  the  Globe,  have  nothing  remaining  but 
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their  very  Names ;  and  that  even  common  Humanity 
i3  banifhed  this  Kingdom. 

I  do  not  wholly  attribute  this  Depravity  of  human 
Nature  to  the  powerful  Influence  of  the  Parliament  of 
Britain  ;  but  as  Examples  are  in  all  Cafes  forcible,  and 
incite  Imitation,  I  cannot  excufe  our  late  Reprefenta- 
tives  ;  many  of  whom  have  been  juitly  profecuted  for 
unprecedented  Crimes,  fome  been  imprifoned,  fome. 
2.ccufed  of  Bribery,  and  many  of  Corruption  ;  and  if 
they  have  not  met  with  the  Punifhment  that  has  been 
their  Due,  it  has  not  been  owing  to  the  Innocence  o£ 
themfelves,  or  of  their  Judges  and  Companions. 

A  general  Corruption  fpread  its  baleful  Qualities 
throughout  the  whole  Body  ;  they  fported  at  the  Ca-^ 
lamities  of  the  Perfons  they  reprefented ;  they  relieved 
their  Fellow -Subjeds,  by  taking  farther  from  them  ;  and 
•with  fome  other  Perfons,  they  endeavoured  to  difpofe 
©f  the  Remainder  of  their  Properties  ;  as  if,  to  take 
;away  a  Half  or  two  Thirds  of  our  Fortunes,  were  not 
enough,  without  Gripping  us  of  AIL 

So  miuch  Mifchief  has  been  done  in  one  fatal  Year,, 
that  a  Hiftory  of  that  alone  Vv^ould  furnifh  a  Volume  ;  fo 
black,  a  Catalogue  of  Crimes,  I  am  confident,  never 
appeared  againft  any  Set  of  Men,  as  fome  lately  in 
Power  ;  and  though  the  Soz^tl:;  Sea  Diredlors  were  the  ap- 
.  parent  Adors  in  this  national  Tragedy,  yet  others  were 

concerned  with  them.  We  have  had  L — ds  and  C  -ns 

SLGCufed  of  taking  Bribes,  who  accepted  of  Stock,  to 
pafs  a  Law  for  the  Ruin  of  their  Ct)untry ;  for  what 
€Ould  it  mean  but  univerfal  Ruin,  where  a  Company 
cf  Sharpers  had  an  unlimited  Power  to  ad  as  they  pleaf- 
cd,  by  Authority  of  Law. 

I  never  knew  till  lately,  nor  I  dare  fay  any  other, 
that  an  Ad  of  Parliament  of  any  Importance  relating 
jto  the  Public  (as  this  was  the  greateft)  was  wholly  with- 
out one  fmgle  Frovifo,  or  conditional  Claufe  ;  as  was 
the  Cafe  of  this  Law.  There  was  granted  every  where 
Power  to  cheat  and  defraud,  and  no  v/here  any  Guard 
provided  againil  it  ;  as  though  in  the  Affairs  of  Pvloney, 
and  of  the  Cafh  of  a  Kingdom,  where  there  is  the 
greateii  Temptation  to  be  Rogues,  all  were  to  be  fuD- 
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pofed  to  be  honeil  Men,  and  not  fo  much,  as  one  to  be 
lufpefted. 

If  this  Statute  was  drawn  up  by  the  Bouth  Sea  Direc- 
tors, or  any  Coancil  employed  by  thern,  and  the  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament  were  actually  bribed  into  it  (by  the 
Acceptance  of  Stock,  or  otherwife)  as  one  would  think 
it  might,  there  is  no  Infam.y  or  Calumny  fo  great  as  they 
do  not  deferve  :  And  if,  fpeaking  more  favourably,  they 
were  drawn  into  it,  either  by  Surprife,  or  want  of  con- 
fidering  it,  or  through  their  own  Ignorance,  they  are 
even  then  juftly  to  be  blam.ed  ;  for  the  Confequence  is 
'  the  fame,  whether  a  Man,  or  a  Society  of  Men,  he 
robbed  of  PolTeifions,  either  by  the  Defign  or  Negli- 
gence of  the  Agents  concerned. 

We  read  of  Infanum  F  aril  amentum^  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Henr'^  III.  But  what  Title  will  be  due  to  thg 
Septennial  Parliament,  beyond  its  common  Acceptationj 
I  leave  the  Members  themfelves,  as  well  as  fome  future 
Hiftorian,  to  judge.  1  do  not  fay  they  were  an  AiTem- 
biy  of  R — bb — IS  (fuch  an  ExprelEon  is  too  harih  for 
me  to  be  guilty  of )  but  if  any  other  Perfons  had  taken 
the  famie  Pains  to  eafe  us  of  our  Money,  as  they  have 
done,  we  fhould  have  judly  conferred  the  Title  upon 
them.  There  is  not  a  Man  in  the  Kingdom  (not  let  into 
the  Secret)  but  has  been  a  Sufferer  by  them  j  and  the 
juft  Complaints  and  Petitions  of  the  Injured,  who  have 
only  petitioned  for  their  own,  have  teen  rejcded  with 
Scorn  and  Indignation. 

It  was  never  queilioned,  till  in  the  late  Times,  that 
an  injured  and  oppreifed  Subjecl  had  a  Right  in  a  peace- 
able manner  to  petition  for  P^elief,  at  leaft  to  thofe  who 
were  only  Servants  to  the  Public :  But  alas  !  this  has 
been  difputed ;  and  our  Servants,  whom  we  invelled 
with  Power  to  take  Care  of  our  Rights,  Liberties,  ard 
Properties,  have  been  the  greateft  Invaders  of  them  ; 
and  inflead  of  advancing,  have  prevented  our  Redrefs  j 
which  I  think  is  apparent  in  the  Cafe  of  the  fubfcribing 
Annuitants. 

Indeed,  in  the  Upper  Houfe  of  Parliament,  v/e  have 
had  Patriots,  who  have  exerted  themfelv^es  for  the  pub- 
lic Welfare,  to  their  immortal  Plonour  :  A  noble  Peer, 
who  li  te'y  adorned  the  highell  Station  in  our  Courts  of 
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Judicature,  has  fhewn  his  Eloquence  like  a  Cicer\  though 
he  had  not  Ctcero^  Succefs ;  but  we  have  not  now  a 
'Roman  Age,  or  a  Roman  People,  to  expedl  it.  He  early 
jprotefted  (joined  by  many  others,  the  true  Protestors  of 
our  Liberties)  againft  what  was  pernicious  to  the  Pub- 
lic, and  which  occafioned  the  altering  foine  of  our 
Laws ;  but  the  great  Law  (the  Law  of  Ruin)  which  he 
glorioufly  oppofed,  it  was  not  in  his  Power,  after  all 
his  Endeavours,  and  arduous  Struggles,  to  prevent  or 
annul. 

It  is  more  to  the  Honour  of  this  noble  Lord,  and  his 
glorious  Aflbciates,  that  they  have  made  this  Stand  a- 
gainft  the  enading  of  fome  Laws,  than  to  be  Makers 
of  all  the  Laws  fome  Parliaments  have  pafTed,  and  par- 
ticularly the  late  one,  though  it  has  been  of  longer  Du- 
Tation  than  any  Parliament  fince  that  of  the  Rump,  to 
which,  its  Proceedings,  in  many  Inftances,  may  be  very. 
Juftly  compared. 

But  when  I  give  myfelf  a  Liberty  of  fpeaking  of  the 
Septennial  Parliament,  I  would  not  be  thought  to  mean 
every  Member  of  it.  There  were  feveral  very  honelt 
well-meaning  Gentlemen  in  it  (and  fome  I  could  parti- 
cularly mention)  who  would  not ,  on  any  Terms,  be  the 
Authors  of  Miferies  to  their  Fellow- Subjedls ;  but  thefe 
were  but  few  in  Number,  and  (what  has  been  the  great- 
eft  Excufe  to  them)  there  always  appeared  a  great  Ma- 
jority againfl:  them. 

Yet  fo  much  have  our  Parliaments  in  general  in  this 
i\ge  degenerated  from  their  ancient  Conftitution,  that  as 
formerly  they  were  compofed  of  all  Men  of  Honour,, 
Honeily,  and  Integrity,  and  Patriots  of  their  Country's 
Service,  we  have  lately  feen  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  convidled  at  a  Bar  of  Juftice,  of  the  highell 
and  blackefl  Frauds ;  one  fuppofed  to  be  a  Confederate 
with  Highwaymen  and  Pick -pockets ;  from  whence  one 
might  imagine,  that  fome  of  the  excellent  Qualities  in- 
ililled  into  the  Pupils  of  the  famous  Jonathan  Wild^ 
were  a  necefTary  Qualification  for  a  M  r  of  P  1. 

For  what  is  as  ftrange,  as  the  other  is  monilrous,  our 
Houfcs  of  Parliament  have  fuffered  one  thus  convided 
of  Frauds  and  Deceits,  to  have  the  Honour  to  fxt  with 
them,  without  voting  his  Expulfion,  which  is  a  fufficient 
Scandal  to  that  Auguft  Affembly  \  though  I  do  not  pr^ 
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tend  to  infmuate  from  this,  that  they  are  all  equally 
guilty  with  the  Criminal  condemned,  whatever  Con- 
itruclion  may  by  fome  Perfonsbe  pat  upon  their  Silence. 

If  punifhing  the  Guilty,  be  an  Argument  of  Inno- 
cence in  the  Perfons  condemning,  this  fhould  have  been 
done  :  And  I  for  my  Part,  if  I  had  been  a  Reprefentative 
of  the  Septennial  Parliament,  and  were  to  have  fat  in  the 
Houfe  but  three  Hours  longer,  I  fhould  not  have  been 
cafy  till  I  had  voted  an  Expulfion  of  an  unworthy 
Member,  who  was  a  Reproach  to  the  Whole  ;  I  fhould 
have  endeavoured  to  fit  at  leaft  two  of  the  Hours  free 
from  the  Imputation  of  looking  over  Crimes. 

A  Negligence  of  this  Kind  is  undoubtedly  criminal  ^ 
Crimes  are  inferred  from  it ;  and  it  certainly  behov'd 
every  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  whether 
guilty  or  not  of  Of^nces  of  the  like  Nature,  to  have 
excluded  him  their  Body  ;  becaufe  without  it,  they  not 
only  bring  a  Difgrace  upon  themfelves,  but  alfo  upoa 
future  Parliaments  which  fhall  be  their  SuccefTors. 

We  have  experienced  Negligences  of  OmiiTion  a.3 
well  as  Commiffion :  We  have  had  flender  Houfes  on 
the  greateft  Debates,  in  Matters  of  the  greatefl:  Import- 
ance ;  fome  Members  have  v/ithdrawn  for  one  Reafon^ 
fome  for  another  ;  fome  out  of  a  Confcioufnefs  of  their 
ov/n  Guilt ;  fome  to  ferve  ibme  great  Perfon  ;  others  in 
Expectation  of  Places  and  Preferments,  and  others  per- 
haps for  M  .    It  is  not  long  fmce  that  above  Sixty  - 

withdrew  in  the  Space  of  a  Day,  when  a  Cafe  of  Bri- 
bery, laid  to  the  Charge  of  a  Minifter  of  Juflice,  was 
tried  at  their  Bar. 

0\i  England!  what  wilt  thou  come  to,  if  the  Execu- 
tioners of  thy  Laws,  and  thofe  who  ought  to  be  the 
Punifhers  of  Crimes,  are  found  to  be  guilty,  and  the 
Promoters  of  them  !  But  what  can  we  fay,  when  Bribery 
is  fo  common,  as  to  have  little  or  no  Notice  ;  like  a 
beauteous  proftituted  Whore,  who  by  Cufloxn  becomes 
falhionable,  and  the  Objed  of  Efleem,  in  a  vicious  Age. 
Whether  this  be  a  proper  AUufion,  I  fubmit  to  the  Da- 
lers  in  Elections,  who  buy  their  Seats  in  the  Parliament 
Houfe,  in  order  to  fell  their  Country,  and  ftock-job  Bo- 
roidghs  in  Exchange  Al^ey,  with  no  other  Views  tiian  to 
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fecure  to  the  Purchsfers  a  National  Plunder,  or  Place* 
of  Profit  at  the  pablic  Cofl. 

As  to  what  has  happened  for  fome  Years  paft,  great 
have  been  the  Artifices  iifed  to  make  Corruption  uni- 
verfal  \  one  Member  of  Parliament  has  endeavoured  to 
corrupt  another,  to  jullify  his  own  Condudt ;  as  if  by 
Numbers  of  Guilty,  Innocence  were  preferved:  One 
has  laughed  at  another  who  has  been  lefs  in  the  Mire 
than  himfelf,  and  at  all  Times  given  his  helping  Hand 
to  plunge  him  into  Chxumflances  equal  with  him/elf : 
And  HoneiTy  anid  Plain-dealing  have  been  fo  long  ridi- 
culed, that,  befides  the  Jeft  of  it,  Ruin  and  Deiiruc- 
tion  are  the  general  Attendants  that  wait  upon  them. 

This  is  a  melancholy  Refleclion,  and  very  difcourag- 
ing  to  all  honeil  Spirits  ;  it  makes  Life  almoft  a  Bur- 
then, to  a  reliorious  and  even  a  moral  Mind ;  but  fuch  i& 
our  Cafe,  and  it  mull  be  fubmitted  to  ;  though  not  up- 
on the  whole,  to  be  imputed  to  our  Senators  ;  but  this 
I  mufi  own,  they  have  had  a  very  great  Share  in  thefe 
direful  Pviisfortunes,  which  have  rnfhed  in  upon  us  like 
a  Torrent,  and  overfet  every  thino;. 

Thus  much  as  an  Introdu£lion  to  what  I  have  to  fay : 
I  fhall  now  examine  into  the  feveral  Proceedings  of  the 
Septennial  Parliament,  which  will  fet  what  I  have  affert^ 
ed  in  a  clearer  Light,  by  illuilrating  that  which  has 
been  the  Foundation  of  it,  and  make  appear  particu- 
larly what  our  great  Reprefentatives  have  done  for  the 
public  Benefit,  and  what  they  have  done  with  more  pri- 
vate Vievv's ;  what  they  have  defigned  in  favour  of  lii- 
berty,  and  Vv^hat  they  have  done  againfl  it  ;  what  they 
have  tranfafted  to  favour  Religion,  and  in  what  they 
have  checked  it ;  and  laftly,  what  has  been  enaded  with 
the  Wifdoni  of  Senators,  and  what  has  been  done  thro' 
Ignorance  or  Error. 

-  Soon  after  the  AccelHon  of  KingG^cro-^  to  the  Crown, 
a  new  Parliament  was  called,  and  in  the  firll  Year  oF 
his  Reign  a  great  many  Statutes  were  enaCled  :  The  firft 
A£l  was  for  the  better  Support  of  his  Majeily's  Houlhold  : 
It  granted  the  Duties  of  Excife  upon  Beer,  Ale,  and 
other  Liquors,  th  it  were  granted  to  King  Charles  II. 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  and  the  late  Queen,  to 
his  prefent  Majefty  :  And  to  extinguilh  the  Hopes  of  the 
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Prefender  and  his  Friends,  it  ordered  a  Reward  of 
100,000/.  to  any  Perfon  who  fhould  feize  and  fecure 
the  Perfon  of  the  Pretender,  whenever  he  fiiould  land^ 
or  attempt  to  land,  in  any  of  his  Majefly's  Dominions, 

This  w^as  the  firfl  Law  made  in  this  Reign  ;  and  I 
have  no  Comment  on  the  Chriilian  Uia2:e  of  fettinp-  a 
Price  upon  any  Man's  Head,  though  it  may  De  here  ex- 
pected from  me.  The  lirft  Laws  enabled  by  the  Septen- 
nial Parliament  were  for  granting  an  Aid  to  his  Maje- 
lly,  to  be  raifed  by  a  Land  Tax  of  2  s,  in  the  Pound y 
for  the  Service  of  the  Year  ;  and  for  charging  and  con- 
tinuing the  Duties  on  Malt,  Mum,  Cyder,  ^<r.  And 
thefe  were  neceiTary  for  the  Support  of  the  Honour  and 
Dignity  of  the  Crown  on  his  moil  excellent  Majeily's 
coming  to  the  Throne. 

Other  Statutes  were  for  farther  Limitation  of  the 
Crown ;  for  the  better  regulating  the  Forces  ;  for  pre-^ 
venting  Mutiny  and  Defertion  ;  for  the  further  Se- 
curity of  his  Majeily's  Perfon  and  Government,  and 
the  SucceiTion  of  the  Crown  ;  for  making  the  Mi- 
litia more  ufeful  ;  foi:  Payment  of  Arrears  for  Work 
and  Materials  employed  in  the  Building  Blenheim  Houfe;. 
f6r  the  Attainder  of  James  Duke  of  Or?no?id,  Henry 
Vifcount  Bolinghroke,  and  others,  of  High  Treafon  ;  for 
encouraging  all  Superiors,  Vaiials,  Landlords,  and  Te- 
nants, in  Scotland^  who  lhall  continue  loyal  to  King 
George^  and  difcouraging  thofe  as  fhall  be  guihy  of  re- 
bellious Pra£lices  ;  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  fettle  a 
Revenue  of  50,000  /.  fer  Annu7n  (to  be  paid  out  of  the 
Revenues  of  the  Poll-Office  and  the  Duties  of  Excife) 
on  her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  of  Wales,  in  cafe  ihe 
fiiall  furvive  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  :  The  Re-- 
venue  of  the  Prince,  as  nril  fettled  by  Parliam.ent,  was 
100,000/.  a  Year,  out  of  the  Duties  of  the  Poft-Oihce^. 
i5fr.  And  out  of  the  Subfidies  of  Tonnage  and  Pound- 
age, the  King  has  700,000  /.  a  Year  allowed  him  for 
Supporting  of  his  Houfhold. 

Befides  thefe  Laws,  many  others  were  enaded  ;  as 
for  enlarging  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany ;  for  appointing  Commxiliioners  to  take,  examine, 
and  ftate  the  Debts  due  to  the  Army  ;  to  prevent  Di- 
(lurbances  by  Seamen  and  others,  and  to  pieferve  Na- 
val Stores  i  to  impower  his  Majefty  to  fecure  and  detaia 
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PerforiS  fifpeded  to  be  confpiring  'againU:  his  Govern* 
ment,  to  indeinnify  fuch  Perions  who  acted  in  Defence 
of  his  Majefty's  Perform  and  Government,  and  for  the 
Prefervation  of  the  Peace,  in  the  Time  of  Rebellion, 
fiom  Suits  and  Profecutions  j  to  appoint  Commiirioners 
for  enquiring  into  the  Eilates  of  Traitors,  and  Popifli 
Recufiints,  and  for  railing  Money  out  of  them  for  the 
Ufe  of  the  Public,  &c. 

But  the  molt  extraordinary  Laws  that  were  made, 
during  this  SefTion  of  Parliament,  were,  the  Statute  for 
repealing  fo  much  of  the  A61  of  the  12th  and  13th  of 
King  IVilllamy  intitled,  An  ASt  for  the  further  Limitation 
of  the  Cro^-wriy  and  better  Securing  the  Rights  and  Liberties 
tf  the  StibjeSi,  as  enadls,  that  no  Perfon  v/ho  fhould. 
come  to  the  PofieHion  of  the  Crown,  fhould  go  out  of 
the  Dominions  of  England^  Scotland^  or  Ireland^  without 
Confent  of  Parliament ;  the  Adl  for  the  more  eafy  and 
fpeedy  Trial  of  fuch  Perfons  as  have  levied,  or  lhall  le- 
vy War  againll  his  Majefly  ,*  and  an  A£l  for  preventing 
Tumults,  and  riotous  AlTemblies . 

By  the  former  of  thefe  Laws,  the  Reflraint  on  the 
Prerogative,  which  obliged  the  King  to  a  conllant  Reli- 
dence  amongH  us,  is  taken  off ;  fo  that  his  Majeily  may 
at  his  Pleafure,  at  any  Time,  go  into  his  Foreign  Domi* 
nions,  or  into  any  other  Country,  without  any  Account 
to,  or  Leave  of,  his  Parliament  ;  which  in  general  Opi- 
nion has  very  much  contributed  to  the  Impoveriihment 
of  the  Cities  of  London  and  Weflminjier,  and  doubtlefs 
had  a  different  Effed  as  to  fome  other  Towns  and  Cities 
abroad.  By  the  Second  of  thefe  Statutes,  Perfons  guil- 
ty of  Treafon,  and  v/ho  were  in  Arms  in  the  Rebellion,, 
were  to  be  tried  for  the  fame  before  fuch  CommiiTioners^ 
and  in  fuch  County  as  his  Majefly  fhould  appoint  j 
whereas  before  this  Law,  the  Offenders  were  to  be  tried 
in  the  County  where  the  Fa6l  was  committed,  by  Ju- 
rors of  the  fame  County,  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  the 
bell  Judges  of  the  Fa6l  committed,  it  being  within  their 
knowledge  :  And  by  the  lall  of  the  Laws  I  have  men- 
tioned, the  Rioters  were  executed  in  Salifbury-ccurt^  as 
guilty  of  Felony,  who,  before  this  Law,  would  have 
been  only  puniftied  with  Fine  and  Imprifonment. 
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How  far  thefe  Statutes,  with  the  for  enlarging 
the  Time  of  Continuance  of  Parliaments  from  three  to 
feven  Years  (alfo  pail  in  the  firil  SefTion  of  the  Septennial 
Parliament)  have  altered  cur  Conftitution,  and  the  Rights 
and  Liberties  of  the  Subjects,  built  upon  former  Laws, 
is  too  obvious  for  me  to  expatiate  upon.  It  vt-as  expeded 
from  our  great  Legiflators,  after  a  temporary  Ufe  of  ex- 
traordinary Laws,  made  on  an  extraordinary  Occafion, 
that  when  the  Occafion  ceafed,  the  Laws  would  alfo 
ceafe  .j  but  this  has  been  forgotten  by  them,  as  has  alfo 
every  Thing  elfe,  wherein  they  have  not  found  their 
immediate  Advantage. 

In  the  fecond  Sefiion  of  the  iS^j^/^wzzzW  Parliament,  few 
Ads  were  made.  A  Land-'Bax  of  four  Shillings  in  the 
Pound  was  granted,  and  the  Duties  on  Malt,  Mum,  l^c, 
for  the  Service  of  the  Year,  continued  :  Several  Laws 
were  made  for  redeeming  the  yearly  Funds  of  the  South- 
Sea  Company,  and  the  Bank  of  England  i  and  fettling  on 
thofe  Companies  other  yearly  Funds,  after  the  Rate  of 
5  /.  per  Cent. per  Annum,  redeemable  by  Parliament ;  aad 
for  obliging  them  to  advance  further  Sumsi  to  the  Go- 
vernment. There  were  alfo  made,  An  Ad  for  the  bet* 
ter  regulating  of  Pilots  for  the  conduding  of  Ships  up 
the  River  of  Thames  ;  for  the  better  Prefervation  of  the 
Game;  for  the  better  enabling  Sheriffs  to  fue  out  their 
Patents  and  pafs  their  Accounts  ;  and  an  Ad  for  the 
King's  moll  gracious,  general,  and  free  Pardon, 

The  lail  mentioned  Law  runs  thus :  "  All  his  Maje- 
fly's  Subjeds,  as  well  Spiritual  as  Temporal,  of  the 
*^  Realm  of  Great  Britain,  their  Heirs  and  SuccefTors, 
and  all  Cities,  Boroughs,  Shires,  ^c,  fnall  be  by  the 
**  Authority  of  this  Parliament,   acquitted,  pardoned, 
releafed  and  difcharged,  againft  the  King,  his  Heirs 
and  SuccefTors,   from  all  Trcafons,    Mifprifions  of 
Treafons,  Felony,  treafonable  and  feditious  Words 
and  Libels,  feditious  and  unlawful  Meetings,  and  all 
Offences  of  Fremu7iire  ;  and  alfo  from  all  Riots,  Routs, 
Offences,  Contempts,  TrefpafTes,  Wrongs,  Deceits, 
**  Mifdcmeanors,  Forfeitures,  Penalties,  Pains  of  Death, 
"  Pains  corporal  and  pecuniary,  and  generally  from  all 
other  I'hings,  Cuufes,  Quarrels,  'Suits,  Judgments 
•*  and  Executions,  in  this  Ad  not  excepted,  v/hirh  h:u-e 
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been  committed,  incurred,  or  forfeited,  before  the 
"  6 til  of  May^  17^7- 

The  Exceptions  in  the  extend  to  all  fuch  as  were, 
on  the  -faid  6th  of  May  in  the  Service  of  the  Pretender ; 
all  who  had  levied  War  againfl  his  Majefty,  i^c.  all 
voluntary  Murders,  petit  Treafons,  and  wilful  Poifon- 
ings^  burning  of  Houfes,  Piracies,  and  Robberies  on  the 
Seas,  Burglaries  and  Robberies,  Sodomy  and  Buggery, 
Rapes,  Perjury,  Forgery,  dffr.  and  alfo  particularly,  as 
to  Perfons,  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford^  Simon  Lord  Har courts 
Mcitthe'vj  Priory  Thomas  Harnjey^  Arthur  Moor,  &c.  Ef- 
quires  ;  and  all  fuch  Perfons  who  had  been  impeaclied 
in  Parliament  before  the  6th  of  May  1717,  whofe  Im- 
peachments remained  undetermined. 

The  Exception  in  refpe£l  to  Perfons  in  fubfequent 
Statutes,  I  think  has  been  om.itted  ;  nor,  by  v^/hat  has 
happened  fmce,  is  it  thought  any  Reflection  on  them, 
that  they  were  ever  inferted  in  any  Exception  :  The  Ac- 
'quittai  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford^  after  impeached  by  Parlia- 
n:ent,  and  brought  on  his  Trial,  by  a  Difagreement  of 
the  two  Houfes,  as  to  the  Form  and  Manner  of  the  Pro- 
fecution,  efpecially  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  fuffi- 
ciently  juftilies  the  Condud  of  that  Earl,  or  fufhciently 
blackens  the  Chara(5ler  of  others ;  for  it  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  that  the  Niceties  of  Form  only,  fhould  permit  a 
Traitor  to  his  Country  to  pafs  with  Impunity  in  that 
High  Court  of  Juilice,  unlefs  there  were  fome  other  Ar- 
tifices ufed  to  Ikreen  him  from  Punifhment,  fuch  as  it  is 
faid  have  been  lately  pra£lifed  with  the  like  Succefs. 

Some  will  have  it  to  be  occafioned  by  a  Difguft 
the  chief  Manager  againfl  him  took  at  a  Difappoint- 
ment  he  met  with  in  the  fatisfying  his  Delires  after 
Places  and  Preferments  (fmce  liberally  conferred  on  him 
and  his  Family,  even  to  abnoil  one  hundred  thoufand 
Pounds  a  Year  P.evenue)  but  I  take  it  to  be  a  diiferent 
Caufe;  and  that  no  OpDortanity  but  the  Want  of  Mat- 
ter  fufii  cient  for  Conviction  of  Treafon,  gave  the  Occa- 
fion  of  the  Acquittal  of  the  Earl  abovementioned. 

But  what  may  be  the  Reflections  on  this  extraordinary 
Event  ?  The  Ax  was  carried  before  the  Oflender  not  to 
be  ufed,  but  to  amufe  ;  to  blacken  and  not  to  execute  ; 
to  mock  the  moil  auguft  Court  of  Judicature  in  the 
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i  I  World  ;  or  to  convince  Mankind  that  the  iharpefl:  Edge 
I  of  the  moil  deilruftive  Inilniment,  in  the  Hand  of  Ju- 
\  nice,  may  be  blunted  by  Metal  more  foft,  and  of  a  dif- 
I  ferent  Hue. 

I     The  third  SeiTion  of  this  Parliament  began  with  a 
j  Land-Tax,  the  ufual  Eufmefs^  of  three  Shillings  in  the 
Pound :   The  Statute  for  Continuance  of  the  Duties  on 
I  Malt,  dffc.  and  for  appropriating  the  Supplies  granted 
in  this  SeiTion  of  Pariiament.    And  an  Ad  was  pafTed 
in  this  Sefhon,  to  enable  his  Majeily  to  be  Governor  of 
1  the  South  Sea  Company  :  The  Statute  enaded,  That  his- 
j  Majefly  is,  and  fhall  be,  capable  of  being  and  continu* 
ing,  Governor  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  for  fuck 
Time  or  Times  as  are  prefcribed  by  the  Charter  granted 
to  the  faid  Company  for  the  Continuance  of  any  Gover- 
nor therein  :  And  his  Majeity  is  exempted  from  the  Oaths 
neceffary  to  qualify  a  Subjedl  to  be  Governor  of  the  faid 
Company,  and  all  other  A6ls,  unleis  it  be  relating  to 
his  Majefly's  Share  of  the  Capital  Stock.    Thus  was 
his  Majefly  qualified  to  be  at  the  Head  of  a  Set  of  Men 
who  have  plundered  the  Public. 

The  other  Ads  of  this  SefTion  were  for  punifhing 
Mutiny  and  Defertion,  and  for  the  better  Payment  of 
the  Army  and  their  Quarters :  For  vefling  the  forfeited 
Eflates  in  Great  Britain  and  /r^/^W  in  Truflees,  to  be 
I  fold  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Public  :  For  impowering  the 
I  Com.mifTioners  appointed  to  put  in  Execution  the  Adl  of 
the  9th  and  loth  Years  of  Queen  Jnne,  for  building  fifty 
nev/  Churches  in  and  about  the  Cities  of  London  and 
Weftminfter,  to  dired  the  Parifh-Church  of  St.  Giles's  in 
the  Fields^  in  the  County  of  Middkfex,  to  be  rebuilt  in- 
Head  of  one  of  the  faid  fifty  new  Churches  :  And  an  Ad 
for  the  further  preventing  Robbery,  Burglary,  and  other 
Felonies,  and  for  the  more  eftedlual  Transportation  of 
Felons. 

The  firfl  of  thefe  Statutes  is  a  temporary  Law,  often 
renev/ed,  as  the  Exigency  of  Times  requires  it,  to  regu- 
late that  Body  of  Men  who  are  the  Guardians  of  our  Li- 
berties, next  to  the  Lav/s,  and  the  great  Bulwark  of  the 
Proteftant  Succeffion,  on  which  our  Hopes  (by  no  Means 
fruilrated)  have  fo  much  depended.  The  fecond  men- 
tioned Statute  has  indeed  very  well  ordained,  that  the 
forfeited  Eflates  fliould  be  vefled  in  Truflees,  nji%.  Richard' 
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Grantham y  Efq;  George  Trctyy  Efq;  Arthur  higrnm,  Efq; 
George  Gregory,  Efq;  Sir  Richard  Steele,  Sir  Henry  Hough-' 
ton,  Patrick  Haldane,  Efq;  Sir  Thomas  Hales,  Robert 
Munrce,  Efq;  Henry  Cunnijigham,  Efq;  Denis  Bojtd,  Efqj 
yohn  Birch,  Efq;  and  Sir  John  Eyles^  to  be  fold  for  the 
Ufe  of  the  Public  :  But  ^ere  how  much  of  the  Money 
arifing  by  the  Sales  of  thefe  Eftates  has  been  hitherto  ap- 
propriated to  any  public  Ufe  ?  I  do  not  remember  thaC 
any  particular  Difpofition  of  this  Money  has  been  made 
by  Parliament  ;  and,  till  this  appears,  the  Public  has  a 
Right,  if  not  to  enquire  into  it,  at  leaft  to  ex  r  ed  that  it 
fliould  be  thus  difpofed  of.  The  third  mentioned  Sta- 
tute I  have  no  Comment  upon,  further  than  to  obferve, 
that  it  was  not  intended  by  the  Ad  made  by  Queen  Anne^ 
that  fewer  than  Mly  new  Churches  fhould  be  built  in  this 
City  ;  But  Die  was  truly  religious,  and  for  encouraging 
the  Church,  which  is  more  than  can  be  faid  of  all  our 
Princes. 

As  to  the  A61  for  Tranfportation  of  Felons,  it  is  the 
only  good  Lav/  that  has  been  made  by  the  Sexennial 
Parliament,  which  is  put  in  Execution  :  It  has  freed  us 
from  a  great  many  Robbers,  Thieves,  and  Pick-pockets, 
who  have  been  taken  in  the  Fads  ;  but  the  greateft  Rob- 
bers, the  Robbers  of  the  Public,  have  efcaped  this  Law ; 
and  if,  inflead  of  it,  an  Ordinance  had  been  made  for 
Tranfportation  cf  the  Parliament,  before  the  Year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty,  it  would  have  been 
happy  for  this  Nation  :  We  fhould  then  have  efcaped 
the  general. 

Tranfportation  is  the  leaft  a  great  many  of  our  Mem- 
bers have  deferved  at  our  Hands  ;  fome  have  deferved 
more  ;  many  late  Offenders  have  ended  their  Lives  igno- 
ininioufly  at  the  Gallows,  by  far  lefs  criminal,  and  wha 
have  been  driven  to  a  Necelfity  of  extraordinary  Means 
for  the  Support  of  Life,  thro.igh  the  extraordinary  Con- 
dud  of  fome  Perfons,  who,  deferving  the  like  Punifh- 
ment,  are  in  the  PoUelTion  of  Titles  and  Honours,  Af- 
fluence and  Plenty,  and  feed  luxurioufly  on  the  Spoils 
of  die  Widow  and  Orphan.    But  the  Poet  has  obferved, 

That  little  Villains  mufl  fuhviit  to  Fatey 
That  great  Ones  may  enjoy  the  IForld in  State, 
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The  Statute  for  Tranfportation  of  Felons,  requires 
particular  Notice,  as  it  is  a  Law  for  the  public  Benefit  5 
wherefore  I  infert  an  Abflrafl  of  the  moft  material  Part 
of  it.    By  this  Statute  it  is  enadled,      That  where  any 
Perfons  have  been  convided  of  any  Offence  within. 
^'  the  Benefit  of  the  Clergy,  and  are  liable  to  be  whipt 
"  or  burnt  in  the  Hand,  or  have  been  ordered  to  any 
*'  Work-houfe  before  a  certain  Time :  As  alfo,  where 
"  any  Perfons  fhall  be  hereafter  convided  of  grand  or 
petit  Larceny,  or  any  felonious  Stealing  of  Monevj 
*^  or  Goods  and  Chattels,  either  from  the  Perfon  or  the 
Houfe  of  any  other,  or  in  any  other  Manner,  and 
who  by  Law  fhall  be  intitled  to  the  Benefit  of  ClergVj 
"  and  liable  only  to  the  Penalties  of  Burning  in  the 
Hand  or  Whipping  (except  Perfons  convided  for  re- 
ceiving  or  buying  ilolen  Goods,  knowing  them  to  be 
flolen)  it  fliall  be  lawful  for  the  Court  before  whom 
*^  they  were  convicted,  or  any  Court  held  at  the  fame 
"  Place,  Vvith  like  Autl'ority,  inilead  of  ordering  fuch 
"  CiFenders  to  be  burnt  in  the  Hand,  or  whipt,  to  order 
"  that  they  fhall  be  fent  to  fome  of  his  Maieity's  Planta- 
tions  in  A7nerlca  for  fe^oe7t  Years ;  and  that  Court  be- 
"  fore  whom  they  v/ere  convided,  or  any  fubfequent 
"  Court  held  at  the  fame  Place,  with  like  A^uthority  as 
the  former,  fliall  have  Power  to  transfer,  and  make 
over  fuch  Offenders,  by  Order  of  Court,  to  the  Uie 
"  of  any  Perfons,  and  their  Afiigns,  who  fnall  contraft 
for  the  Performance  of  fuch  Tranfportation  for  feven 
"  Years  :  And  where  any  Perfon  fhall  be  convided  or 
*^  attainted  of  any  Offences,  for  which  Death,  by  Law, 
"  ought  to  be  inflided,  and  his  Majefly  fhall  extend  his 
"  Royal  Mercy  to  fuch  Offenders,  on  Condition  of 
Tranfportation  to  any  Part  of  America^  on  fuch  In- 
tention  of  Mercy  being  fignified  by  one  of  the  princi- 
"  pal  Secretaries  of  State,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  any 
Court,  having  proper  Authority,  to  allow  fuch  Of* 
fenders  the  Benefit  of  a  Pardon,  under  the  Great 
Seal,  and  to  order  the  like  Tranfportation  to  ^ny  Per- 
fon  who  will  contrad  for  the  Performance,  and  to  hi;^ 
Affigns,  of  ;iny  fuch  Offenders,  for  the  Term  oi four- 
teen  Years,  if  the  Condition  of  Tranfportation  be  ge- 
;ieral,  or  elfe  for  fuch  other  Term  as  jhall  be  made 
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"  Part  of  the  Condition,  if  any  particular  Time  is  limited 
by  his  Majefty  :  And  the  Perfons  contrafting,  or  their 
Ailigns  fhall,  by  Virtue  of  fuch  Order  of  Transfer, 
have  a  Property  in  the  Service  of  fuch  Offenders  for 
fuch  Term  of  Years. 

Perfons  convicted  of  receiving  or  buying  ftolen 
Goods,  knov/ing  them  to  be  flolen,  are  liable  to 
Tranfportation  for /i?z^r/^'f?^  Years  :  And  if  any  OfFend- 
er  ordered  to  be  tranfported  for  any  Term  of  fe^ven 

^'  ot  fourteen  Years,  or  other  Time,  fhall  return  into 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland^  before  the  End  of  his  Term, 
he  fnall  be  piiniihed  as  a  Perfon  attainted  of  Felony 
Vvithout  Benefit  of  Clergy,  and 'Execution  fhall  be 

*•  awarded  accordingly.    But  his  Majeily  may,  at  any 

*'  time,  pardon  the  Traniportation,  and  allow  of  the 
Return  of  the  Offender,  he  paying  his  Owner  a  rea- 
fonable  Satisfadion." 

The  other  Statutes  of  Importance  in  this  Seliion,  were 
for  regulating  the  Trade  in  the  Bone4ace,  and  the  Wear- 
ing of  Buttons  \  by  the  lafi;  of  which,  Taylors,  l5c.  are 
prohibited  to  make  Cloaths  with  Buttons  made  of  Cloth, 
Serge,  Drugget,  Prize,  CaiXiblet,  i5V.  under  certain  Pe- 
nalties. 

In  the  fourth  Year  of  the  Septennial  Parliament,  a  great 
many  Laws  were  enadled,  both  public  and  private.  The 
f.rO:  of  a  public  Nature  v/ as  for  granting  a  Land-Tax  of 
three  Shillings  in  the  Pound  :  l^he  next  for  continuing 
the  Duties  on  Malt,  Mum,  Cyder,  fife,  for  the  Service 
of  the  Year  :  And  for  applying  of  Monies  to  be  raifed 
by  Way  of  Lottery  :  And  thefe  are  fucceeded  with  an 
A£l  for  ftreno-thening  the  Proteflant  Intereil  in  thefe 
Kingdoms :  An  Act  for  punifhing  Mutiny  and  Defertion, 
and  the  better  Payment  of  the  Army  :  And  an  A<ii  for 
quieting  and  eilablifning  Corporations. 

TheAdl  for  ilreno;thenino:  the  Proteftant  Intereil  is 
placed  in  our  Statute  Books  under  the  Head  of  Religion, 
and  was  made  for  repealing  Part  of  a  Law  made  in  the 
loth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  Queen  A-nne^  and  of  another 
Law  made  iz^  Anno  the  fame  Reign  :  One  was  in- 
titled,  An  Adl  for  preferving  the  Proteflant  Religion,  by 
better  fecuring  the  Church  of  England ;  and  the  ether  for 
preventing  the  Growth  of  Schifm :  The  former  enaded. 

That 
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That  if  any  Perfon,  who  had  any  Office,  Civil  or  Mi- 
litary, or  who  received  any  Pay  or  Salary,  by  Patent  or 
Grant  from  the  Crown,  or  who  Ihould  receive  any  Fee 
or  Wages  of  the  Queen,  her  Heirs  or  SuccefTors,  or 
fiiould  have  any  Place  of  Command  or  Trufl  in  England^ 
fcf c.  or  be  admitted  into  any  Employment  in  the  Houf- 
hold  or  if  any  Magiftrate  of  a  Corporation,  who  by 
the  13  and  25  Car.  II.  or  either  of  them,  were  obliged 
to  receive  the  Sacram^ent,  iliould,  after  their  Admiilion 
into  their  Offices,  or  after  having  fuch  a  Pa,tent  or 
Grant,  or  Place  of  Truft,  and  during  their  Continuance 
in  fuch  Office,  be  prefent  at  any  Conventicle  for  the 
Exercife  of  Religion,  at  which  there  fnould  be  ten  Per- 
fons  or  more  aflembled,  or  fhould  be  knov/ingly  prefent 
at  any  Meeting  where  the  Royal  Family  fhould  not  be 
-  prayed  for  in  exprefs  Words,  though  the  Liturgy  of  the 
Church  of  England  w^re  ufed,  they  v/ere  to  incur  a  Pe-. 
nalty  of  40  /.  and  be  difabled  to  hold  any  Office  or  Em- 
ployment v/hatfoever.  This  was  what  v/as  called  the 
A^i  of  Conformity. 

The  Law  againil  Schifm  ordained,  that  if  any  Perfon 
Ihould  keep  any  public  or  private  School  or  Seminary, 
or  teach  any  Youth  as  Tutor  or  Schoolmafter,  before  he 
fhould  have  fubfcribed  the  Declaration  of  14  Car.  XL 
{fviz.  That  he  would  conform  to  the  Liturgy  of  the 
Church  of  England)  and  fhould  have  obtained  a  Licence 
from  the  Archbiffiop  or  Bifnop  of  the  Diocefe,  he  fnould 
be  committed  to  the  common  Gaol  for  three  Pv^onths. 
Perfons  keeping  Schools  were  alfo  to  receive  the  Sacra- 
ment of  the  Church  of  to  take  the  Oaths,  and 
fubfcribe  the  Declaration  againfc  Tranfubllantiation  ; 
and  they  were  not  to  refort  to  any  Conventicles  or  Meet- 
ings.                               ^  ^  .  . 

Thefe  were  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Church  of  Enz,- 
Inndy  made  by  the  late  Queen  Jme,  and  repealed  by  the 
5  Geo,  It  feems  the  Proteflant  Intereft  was  to  be  ftrength- 
ened  by  annihilating  a  Law  made  for  preferving  the 
Proteftant  Religion,  and  better  fecuring  the  Church  ;  and 
of  a  Law  againft  Schifm,  which  did  not  extend,  as  to 
Seminaries  of  Learning,  to  the  Tuition  and  Teaching  of 
Youth  in  Reading,  Writing,  or  Mathematical  Learning 
^in  the  EngUjh  TonguCr 

I  have 
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I  have  mentioned  thus  much  of  the  Statutes  made  is 
the  late  Reign,  to  fnew  to  the  Reader  what  it  is  that  has 
been  repealed,  that  he  may  the  better  judge  of  the  Con- 
du(fl  of  the  Septennial  Parliament  in  this  Particular,  and 
fee  what  was  our  Law  before  it  was  altered.  But  this 
muft  be  faid  in  Behalf  of  our  Parliament,  in  the  fecond 
Sedion  of  the  Ad  of  Repeal,  they  ena^ed.  That  if  any 
Mayor,  Bailiff,  or  other  Magiflrate  of  a  Corporation, 
ihall  refort  to,  or  be  prefent  at,  any  public  Meeting  for 
religious  Worfhip,  other  than  the  Church  of  England  cij^ 
by  Law  ellablilhed,  in  the  Gown  or  other  peculiar 
Habit,  or  attended  with  the  Mace,  or  other  Enligns  of 
his  Office,  every  fuch  Mayor,  i^c.  being  thereof  con- 
vi£led,  lhall  be^difabled  to  hold  fuch  Office  or  Employ- 
ment, and  be  adjudged  incapable  to  bear  any  public 
Office. 

The  A£l  for  quieting  Corporations,  was  made  on  a 
Negled  of  taking  the  Oath  and  fublcribing  the  Decla- 
ration of  the  Solemn  League  and  Co^enafit  (difufed  for  ma- 
ny Years,  though  required  by  the  Adi  13  Car.  II.)  to 
confirm  Members  of  Corporations  in  their  Offices,  not- 
withilanding  the  Omiffion  to  take  the  faid  Oath,  or  to 
fubfcribe  the  faid  Declaration  ;  and  to  indemnify  them 
from  all  Incapacities,  Difabilities,  and  Forfeitures, 
arifmg  from  fuch  Omiffion.  It  alfo  repeals  fo  much  of 
the  Statute  as  required  the  taking  the  faid  Oath,  and 
fubfcribing  the  Declaration.  The  Objection  to  this 
Omiffion,  was  firft  llarted  b^  a  cunning  Attorney  in  the 
Weft,  to  make  his  Terms  with  the  Officers  of  a  certain 
Corporation,  with  whom  he  was  at  Variance  ;  And  he 
carried  his  Point,  having  proved,  that  by  the  Omiffion 
of  a  Part  of  their  Qualification,  the  Ads  of  all  the  Cor- 
porations in  England  were  null  and  void. 

By  this  Lav/  in  favour  of  Corporations,  it  is  alfo  or- 
d,ained.  That  all  Members  of  Corporations,  and  every 
Perfon  in  PofTpffion  of  any  Office  at  the  Time  of  making 
this  Statute,  required  by  the  faid  Adt  of  13  C^r.  II.  to 
take  the  Sacrament  according  to  the  Church  of  England, 
\yithin  one  Year  next  before  their  Eledlion,  fhall  be  con- 
firmed in  their  feveral  Offices,  notwithftanding  fhgir 
Omiffion  to  Lake  the  faid  Sacrament,  and  be  indemnified 
from  all  Incapacities,  Difabilities,  l^c.  And  none  of 

their 
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their  Ads  fhall  be  queilioned  or  avoided  by  Reafon  of 
fuch  OmifTion. 

The  further  A6ls  of  this  Seffion  of  the  Septennial  Par- 
liament, are,  An  Aft  for  continuing  Duties  upon  Coals, 
tff r.  for  eilablifhing  certain  Funds  to  raife  Money,  as 
well  to  proceed  in  the  Building  of  new  Churches,  as  alfo 
to  compleat  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majefty  ;  An  Aft- 
againii  clandeftine  running  of  unduftomed  Goods,  and 
for  preventing  of  Frauds  relating  to  the  Cuftoms :  An 
Ad  to  continue  the  Commilfi oners  appointed  to  examine, 
ftatcy  and  determine  the  Debts  due  to  the  Army,  and  to 
examine  and  ilate  the  Demands  of  feveral  foreign  Princes 
and  States  for  Subfidies  during  the  late  War  :   A  Statute 
for  the  better  fecuring  the  lawful  Trade  of  his  Majefty's 
Subjeds  to  and  from  the  Eajl  Indies  :  An  Ad  for  re- 
covering the  Credit  of  the  Britifn  Fifhery  ;  Ads  for  pre- 
venting Miichiefs  which  may  happen  by  keeping  too 
great  Quantities  of  Gun- powder  in  or  near  the  Cities  of 
London  and  Weftminjier  ;  for  Prevention  of  Inconvenien- 
cies  ariling  from  feducing  Artificers  into  foreign  Parts  ; 
for  the  better  preventing  Frauds  committed  by  Bank- 
rupts ;  for  making  more  efredual  the  Laws  for  Difcovery 
and  punifhment  of  Deer- Stealers  ;  and  the  feveral  Sta- 
tutes for  Repairing  and  Amending  the  Highways  of  this 
Kingdom. 

The  Law  for  recovering  the  Credit  of  our  Fifhery, 
Vv'as  a  well  defigned  Law  ;  but  why  did  not  our  Parlia- 
ment examine  into  this  fooner  ?  -When  a  Trade  is  wholly 
loft,  it  is  then  too  late  to  make  Laws  for  its  Preferva- 
tion;  v/hich  I  fear  is  the  Cafe  of  the  Britijh  Fifhery, 
The  Statute  for  preventing  the  feducing  of  Artificers  into 
foreign  Parts,  might  alfo  be  a  good  Law ;  but  unlefs 
our  Artificers  are  encouraged  at  home,  no  one  can  blame 
them  for  going  abroad  :    If  they  are  here  ftarving, 
through  the  Badnefs  of  the  Times  {as  I  am  very  appre- 
henfive  too  many  are)  they  are  then  under  a  Neceflity  of 
going  into  thofe  Parts  of  the  World,  howfoever  remote, 
where  they  can  acquire  a  Subfiftance  in  Life  :  And  as  to 
the  Law  againfl  Bankrupts,  it  has  been  found  to  be  ne- 
ceflary,  when  we  have  a  large  Army  of  thefe  Sorts  of 
People,  and  it  has  been  juflly  obferved,  that  it  is  almoft 
unfafhionable  not  to  be  a  Bankrupt, 
•    Vol.  II.  C  Our 
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Our  Parliament,  in  this  SeiTion,  fhewed  themfelves  in- 
duftrioufly  inclined  to  the  Prefervation  of  the  Game* 
particularly  of  Deer ;  expelling,  I  prefume,  foon  to  en- 
large their  Landed  Territories,  out  of  the  Plunder  of 
their  Fellow- Subje6ls,  (for  we  are  now  advancing  to  the 
fatal  Annal)  they  enaded,      That  if,  after  the  ift  of 
May  1719,  any  Fcrfon  fliall  enter  any  Park,  Paddock, 
or  other  inclofed  Ground,  Vv^here  Deer  are  ufually 
kept,  and  wilfully  wound  or  kill  any  Red  or  Fallow 
Deer,  without  the  Confent  of  the  Owner,  or  Perfon 
intrufted  with  the  Cuftcdy  of  fuch  Park,  ^c.  or  fliall 
be  aiTifling  therein    on  his  being  indidted  for  fuch  Of- 
fence,  before  any  Judge  of  Gaol  Delivery  for  the 
County  wherein  fuch  Park  fhall  be,  and  Conviftion 
thereof  by  Verdift  or  Confeffion,  he  fliall  be  fent  to 
foiTie  of  his  Majeily's  Plantations  in  America  for  feven 
Years  ;  and  the  Court  before  whom  he  fhall  be  con- 
vided,  or  any  fubfequent  Court,  held  at  the  fame 
**  Place,  with  like  Authority,  fliall  have  Power  to  con- 
*'  vey,  transfer,  and  make  over  fuch  Offender,  by  Or- 
der  of  Court,  to  the  Ufe  of  any  Perfon  who  fliall 
**  contradl  for  the  Performance  of  fuch  Tranfportation. 
"  If  the  Keeper,  or  other  OfHcer,  of  any  Forefl:,  fifr. 
where  Deer  are  ufually  kept,  fliall  be  convi6led  on  the 
Statute  3  and  4  Willi a?n  and  Mary,  for  killing  or 
f''  taking  away  any  Red  or  Fallow  Deer,  or  for  being 
aiding  therein,   without  Confent  of  the  Ov/ner,  or 
*^  Perfon  chieny  intrufted  with  the  Cuftody  of  fuch  Fo- 
refl,  ^c.  he  fliall  forfeit  50  /.  for  each  Deer  fo  killed, 
to  be  levied  by  DiHrefs  :  And  for  want  of  Diflrefs, 
be  imprifoned  for  three  Years,  without  Bail  or  Main- 
^'  prize,  and  be  fet  on  the  Pillory  two  Hours,  on  fome 
Market-day,  in  the  Town  next  the  Place  where  the 
Offence  was  committed."" 

By  thefe  Claufes,  in  this  Law,  we  may  fee  how  care- 
^vA  cur  Reprefentatives  have  been  as  to  die  prcferving  of 
Bealls  Fer^  Natur<e,  originally  in  common  to  Mankind, 
and  which  all  had  a  Property  in.  I  do  not  queftion  the 
Authority  of  om*  Senate  in  making  of  Laws ;  but  thofe 
Things  wherein  the  People  had  an  original  Right,  they 
will  thiak  hard  to  be  taken  from  them,  without  parting 
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>P^^'th  that  Right  in  a  Manner  agreeable  to  the  general 
Difpofrtion  of  Property. 

So  careful,  I  fay,  have  our  Members  of  Parliament 
fhewn  themfelv^s  in  a  Cafe  of  Diverfion  only,  and  a  dif- 
puted  Property ;  they  have  made  Tranfportation,  Pines> 
and  Imprifonment,  the  Puftifliment  of  Offences  in  the 
Injury  of  Beafts  (nay,  fome  have  gone  farther,  by  pro- 
ponng  it  to  be  Felony  to  kill  any  Sort  of  Game)  when 
they  have  intirely  negletled  the  higheft  Concern  of  the 
Nation  ;  a  Concern  relating  to  the  Lives,  the  Fortunes, 
and  eilabliihed  Property  of  the  Human  Species,  and 
their  Fellow-Subjedls,  who  chofe  them  for  their  Repre- 
fentatives, 

This  will  found  but  illy  to  PoUerity  ;   and  to  ihew 
that  this  blefTed  Parliament  delighted  in  Trifles  aittended 
with  Mifchiefs,  as  well  as  in  Matters  of  Moment  that 
were  fatal,  Ifhall  here  infert  a  Part  of  the  Statute  made 
■for  the  more  effedual  amending  of  the  Highways.  It 
cnafted,  ^'  That  no  Waggon  travelling  for  Hire,  fhall 
have  the  Wheels  bound  with  Streaks  or  Tire  of  alefs 
Breadth  than  two  Inches  and  a  Half>  when  worn> 
on  Pain  of  forfeiting  all  the  Horfes  above  three  in 
Number,  v/ith  all  the  Geers,  i£fr.    If  any  Perfon 
*•  flial!  hinder,  or  attempt  to  hinder,  v/ith  Force,  or 
otherwife,  the  feizing,  diilraining,  or  carrying  away 
of  any  Seizure  or  Diilrefs,  for  the  Forfeiture  afore- 
faid,  or  fhall  refcue  the  fame,  or  ufe  any  Violence  to 
the  Perfons  concerned  in  making  fuch  Seizure,  every 
fuch  Perfon,  on  Oath  thereof  made  by  one  or  more 
Witneffes  before  a  Juflice  of  Peace,  fhall  be  fent  to 
the  com.mon  Gaol,  there  to  remain  for  three  Months, 
v/ithout  Bail,  and  forfeit  the  Sum  of  ten  Pounds,  to 
be  levied  on  his  Goods  and  Chattels,  by  Warrant 
*'  from  the  Juftice  of  Peace  before  whom  convi6led. 

By  Virtue  of  this  Law,  all  our  Waggoners  in  Eng-^ 
land,  who  travelled  for  Hire,  were  immediately  obliged 
to  furnidj  themfelves  with  new  Waggons,  to  avoid  the 
Penalties,  and  carry  on  their  Bufmefs  :  They  were  for- 
ced to  part  with  their  old  Waggons,  experienced  to  be 
good,  and  perfectly  ufeful,  for  any  thing  they  could 
get ;  and  to  take  up  with  new  Waggons  that  were  con- 
iiderably  worfe  for  their  Service  at  the  d^areft  Prices  5 
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and,  at  the  fame  time,  limited  to  the  fame  Number  of 
Horfes  as  before,  though  adding  to  the  Breadth  of  the 
Wheels  makes  a  very  great  Difference  on  this  Account ; 
and  all  this  was  done  to  fatisfy  the  Revenge  of  a  Member, 
who  had  the  woeful  Misfortune  of  pitching  his  Kead 
into  a  Mire,  in  a  Road  which  was  never  known  to  be 
good. 

It  is  by  this  Statute  our  Waggoners,  and  inland  Tra- 
ders, who  have  Dependance  upon  them  for  the  Carriage 
of  their  Goods,  have  been  liable  to  great  Hardlhips  and 
Expences,  v/ithout  any  Redrefs,  though  they  lately  pe- 
titioned our  wife  Law-makers  to  take  their  Cafe  into 
Confideration. 

Before  I  quit  this  SefTion  of  Parliament,  I  am  to  take 
fome  Notice  of  the  Peerage  Bill,  brought  into  the  Houfe 
V  of  Lords,  for  limiting  the  Number  of  Peers  to  fit  in  that 
Houfe.  This  Subjed  employed  all  Converfations  for  a 
conliderable  Tim^e,  and  made  fo  great  a  Noife  in  Town, 
that  many  were  the  Pamphlets  that  were  written  for 
and  againft  it :  The  Court  was  for  this  Bill,  which  was 
a  politic  Game  the  Public  could  not  eafxly  underftand, 
for  it  was  parting  with  a  Branch  of  the  Prerogative  ;  the 
Lords,  you  m^ay  be  fure,  joined  with  the  Court,  as  it 
might  be  a  Means  of  preferving  the  Dignity  of  the 
Peerage,  and  the  Commons  vigoroufly  oppofed  both, 
for.  they  expeded  themfelves  all  to  be  Lords,  fo  that 
the  Bill,  after  m.any  Debates,  dropped  in  its  Progrefs. 

A  great  many  difcerning  Perfons  were  Sticklers  for 
this  Bill,  who  were  of  neither  Houfe  of  Parliament,  be- 
ciaufe  they  apprehended  ill  Confequences  from  the  In- 
creafe  of  the  Number  of  our  Peers  (above  fixty  Promo- 
tions to  the  Peerage  having  been  already  made  in  this 
Reign)  :  By  that  noble  Body's  growing  too  great,  the 
Commons  of  England,  who  ought  to  be  the  Protedors^  of 
our  Liberties,  may  be  in  Danger  of  loling  their  Rights  - 
and  Privileges,  and  other  Inconveniencies  may  enfue, 
which,  at  the  Time  of  this  Bill,  was  forefeen ;  though 
it  is  likely  the  Court  had  another  Reafon  for  their  ad- 
vancing a  Law  of  this  Nature,  not  fafe  to  be  mentioned, 
when  we  have  a  Succelfor  to  the  Crown  now  amongft  us. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  particular  Debates  on  this  Bill, 
is  too  long  to  be  inferted  in  this  Treatife  \  I  lhall  there- 
fore 
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fore  omit  it,  and  proceed  to  that  Annal  of  om  Septeniiial 
Parliament,  which  will  found  dreadful  to  Poilerity,  the 
fatal  Year  1720. 

The  fifth  Seliion  of  the  Septemtial  Tarliament,  began 
with  a  Land  Tax  of  three  Shillinois  in  the  Pound  :  an 
Ad  for  continuing  the  Duties  on  Malt,  Mum,  Cyder, 
iffr.  A  Statute  for  laymg  a  Duty  on  wrought  Plate  ;  An 
Adt  for  the  Prevention  of  Frauds  in  the  Revenues,  Excife, 
Poil-OfHce,  i^c.  A  Law  for  punifhing  Mutiny  and  De- 
fertion  ;  and  an  A61  to  appoint  Commifiioners  to  exa- 
mine, ftate,  and  determine  the  Debts  due  to  the  Army. 

But  the  greateft  A61  of  this  SefTion,  was  the  Ad  for  en- 
abling the  South  Sea  Company  to  increafe  their  Capital 
Stock  and  Fund,  by  redeeming  public  Debts  ;  and  for 
raifmg  Money,  to  be  applied  for  leffening  feveral  of  the 
public  Debts  and  Incumbrances.  It  recites.  That  the 
Commons  being  defirous.  to  leffen  the  public  Debts,  as 
fail  as  might  be,  and  that  the  public  Duties  might  be 
fettled,  fo  that  the  South  Sea  Company's  Annuity,  or 
yearly  Fund,  for  their  then  prefent  and  to  be  ihcreafed 
Capital,  might  be  continued  to  Midfummer  1727,  and 
afterwards  reduced  to  four  Pounds  per  Cent,  and  thence- 
forth be  redeemable  by  Parliament,  did  grant  that  the 
Rates  of  Excife,  and  Duties  on  Pepper,  i^c,  granted  in 
the  Reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  the  Duties  on  Coals  grant- 
ed 5  Geo,  fhould  be  continued  and  made  perpetual,  to  fe- 
cure  to  the  South  Sea  Company  the  Payments  intended 
to  be  made  by  this  Adl. 

The  South  Sea  Company,  in  Confideration  of  the  Li- 
berty given  them  of  increafing  their  Capital  Stock  and 
Fund,  il  think  to  forty  millions,  an  immenfe  Sum)  by 
taking  in  of  ail  the  redeemable  Debts,  tsff .  were  to  pay 
into  the  Exchequer,  towards  discharging  the  Principal 
and  Intereil  of  fuch  national  Debts  and  Incumbrances  as 
were  incurred  before  the  25th  of  Decejnher  1716,  the 
Sum  of  four  millions  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
Pounds  and  upwards;  and  alfo  four  Years  and  a  Half's 
Purchafe  on  the  Terms  of  Annuities  that  fhould  be  taken 
in  by  Subfcription  ;  for  which  they  were  to  be  paid  an 
Annuity  (by  weekly  or  other  Payments)  out  of  the  Mo- 
neys arifing  by  the  public  Duties  above  mentioned,  or- 
dered into  the  Exchequer  for  their  Ufe, 
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To  enable  the  Company  immediately  to  raife  the  four 
millions  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Pounds,  and 
the  four  Years  and  a  Half's  Purchafe  on  Annuities,  they 
were  impowered  to  make  Calls  of  Money  upon  their 
Members,  to  open  Books  of  Subfcriptions,  or  grant  An- 
nuities redeemable  by  the  Company,  or  to  raite  Money 
by  any  other  Methods  they  fhould  think  fit.  AvA  the 
-Company  was  likewife  enabled  to  borrow  Money  upon 
any  Contrails,  Bills,  or  Bonds,  under  their  com.mon 
Seal,  or  on  the  Credit  of  their  Capital  Stock,  at  fuch 
Kates  of  Interefl,  for  any  Time  not  lefs  than  fix  Months, 
as  they  iliouid  think  proper,  and  fhould  be  to  the  Satis- 
faction of  the  Lenders. 

They  v/ere  impowered  to  take  In  by  Subfcription  all 
or  any  of  the  Annuities,  for  long  and  fhort  Terms  of 
Years  (formerly  granted  for  Money  lent  to  the  Crown)  as 
the  only  Means  of  paying  thofe  Debts  and  public  In- 
cumbrances. 

This  is  a  Part  of  this  Law,  enabled  by  the  Septeimial 
Parliament  :  Let  us  now  examine  a  little  into  the  Ufe 
that  was  made  of  it.  This  A61  was  no  fooner  paffed  in- 
to a  Law,  but  the  South  Sea  Stock  confiderably  advanced  ; 
in  a  few  Weeks  Time  it  rofe  from  loo  to  200,  and  30a 
per  Cent.  Price.  This  drew  a  vail  Concourfe  of  People 
^f  all  Ranks  and  Conditions,  to  Exchange-Alley  ;  Stars 
and  Garters  were  here  more  frequently  feen  than  at 
Court  I  and  our  Ladies  of  the  greateft  Quality  abandoned 
their  Palaces,  and  promifcuoufly  mixed  with  Thieves, 
Stockjobbers,  Lords,  and  Pickpockets  :  They  attended 
tlie  Exchange  both  Day  and  Night,  to  try  their  Fortunes 
with  a  Set  of  Sharpers,  and  for  fome  Time  were  conii- 
derable  Gainers  by  the  Stocks. 

The  Diredtors  obferving  this  Succefs,  immediately  fefe 
on  Foot  their  Money- Subfcriptions  ;  the  firil  they  took  in 
low,  I  think  at  300  per  Cetit.  and  finding  it  full  fooner 
than  they  expe;5ted,  they  fet  others  on  Foot,  till  they 
came  to  1000  per  Cent,  for  100/.  Stock  ;  and  fuch  was 
the  Madnefs  of  the  People  that  they  ventured  in  all  the 
Subfcriptions  f  but  it  was  in  a  great  Meafure  owing  to 
the  Management  of  the  Diredors,  v/ho  gave  it  out  to 
be  a  Favour,,  that  they  permitted  any  to  be  Subfcribers 
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but  their  Friends,  and  iilled  up  what  was  wanting  mtlt 
ficlidous  Names. 

Thefe  Subfcriptions  not  only  raifed  the  Stock  to  al- 
nioll  ten  Times  its  Value,  but  likewife  drew  in  the  Sub- 
fcribers  of  Government  Annuities  ;  which  the  Diredors 
alio  at  nrft  made  a  Favour  to  them,  that  happy  was  the 
Man  (in  the  then  Opinion)  who  could  firft  fubfcribe  to 
his  Ruin.  Our  greateil  Men  of  the  Kingdom  for  Senfe 
and  Abilities,  as  well  as  Fortunes,  were  drawn  into  it ; 
for  we  had  Statefmen,  Judges,  and  BiHiops,  who  were 
taken  with  the  Bait,  as  well  as  Tinkers,  Coblers,  and 
old  Women.  But  when  the  Subfcribers  and  Buyers  of 
Stock  began  to  confider  what  they  had  done,  and  the 
great  Dilproportion  between  the  real  Value  and  the 
Prices  they  had  given,  they  then  relle6led  on  their  Con- 
duct:, and  v/ere  more  fond  of  felling  out  {efpecially  th^ 
Foreigners,  here  in  great  Numbers)  than  ever  they  were 
of  buying  in,  which  occafioned  the  firll  Fall  of  the  Sou^b 
Sea  Stock. 

The  Diredors  finding  that  they  had  gone  too  far  in 
taking  in  Subfcriptions,  to  keep  up  the  Spirit  of  the 
l^eople,  and  the  Price  of  their  Stocks,  lent  to  the  Propri- 
etors 400  per  Cent,  on  their  Capital,  by  which  Means 
they  were  enabled  to  purchafe  further  :  They  made  a 
Declaration  of  Dividends  of  20,  30,  and  50  per  Cent,  the 
latter  for  the  Term  of  twelve  Years,  and  cooked  up  a 
fidlitious  Contrail  with  the  Bank,  which  fupported  the 
Stock  for  fome  Time  longer  :  But  the  Price  being  fo  ve- 
ry exorbitant,  and  more  than  all  the  Money  in  Englandy 
or  in  Europe^  could  fatisfy,  if  all  the  Stock  were  to  b^ 
fold,  v/hich  now  was  the  Cafe,  for  all  would  be  Sellers, 
it  fell  from  1000  per  Cent,  in  a  very  few  Months,  to 
400  and  300,  before  the  Parliament  could  meet  to  pafs 
•any  Law,  or  do  aay  Thing  in  its  Favour. 

For  the  King  being  abvoad,  at  Hanover,  he  could  n^t 
eafily  quit  his  Gei-ma?!  Domi.iions  to  come  to  our  Affift- 
ance  ;  and  a  Parliament  could  not  well  be  called  at  this 
extrrtordiiwy  Juncture  without  his  Royal  Prefence :  \Y\% 
Majefty's  Abfence,  on  this  Occafion,  was  a  great  Mis- 
fortune to  his  Subjedls  ;  it  was  at  leaft  three  or  four 
Months  before  the  King  came  over  and  by  what  hap- 
pened in  the  mean  time,  we  were  fufficiently  fenfible 
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that  the  Complaifance  Ihewn  to  our  King  by  his  conde- 
fcending  Parliament,  in  repealing  the  Claufe  in  the  Ad 
.of  SuccelTion,  which  had  obliged  his  Majefty's  Refidence 
in  England,  was  a  Complaifance  as  difagreeable  to  his 
People,  as  it  could  be  acceptable  to  his  Majelly. 

But  v/hen  our  Parliament  met,  what  did  they  do  for 
the  public  Benefit,  and  to  retrieve  Mifcondudls  ?  Why 
truly,  they  made  feveral  Votes  and  Refolutions,  and  or- 
dered a  Committee  to  be  appointed,  to  enquire  into  Pro- 
ceedings, which  were  fucceeded  with  fome  Lavv's  for 
reiloring  Public  Credit  :  But  all  was  too  late  ;  the  Mif- 
chief  was  already  done,  and  could  not  be  undone  ;  in- 
ftead  of  raifmg  the  Stock,  they  brought  it  to  1 00.  And 
the  South  Sea  Dividends  of  30  and  per  Cent,  which 
had  been  formerly  declared,  were  now  funk  in  their 
Books  to  10,  8,  and  7. 

The  Subfcribers  for  Stock  at  1000  and  500,  were  not 
now  able  to  go-  on  with  their  Subfcriptions  ;  they  were 
releafed  by  the  Parliament ;  the  South  Sea  Company  had 
remitted  them  a  great  Part  of  their  Debt  to  the.Govern- 
ment,  on  Condition  of  allowing  additional  Stock  to 
Proprietors :  But  the  Subfcribers  of  Government  An- 
nuities were  obliged  to  the  Terms  of  300,  when  the 
Stock  would  not  yield  loo,  and  prevented  by  a  Law 
from  alTerting  their  Right  at  Law  in  contefting  their 
Subfcriptions,  which  being  agreed  to  on  the  Side  of 
the  Diredlors  only,  and  not  of  the  Proprietors,  as  the 
Statute  direded,  were  in  all  legal  Conftrudion  no  Sub- 
fcriptions at  all,  but  a  notorious.  Fraud  and  Impo- 
fition  of  the  Diredlors,  and  thofe  employed  by  them. 

iniiead  of  paying  the  public  Debts,  the  South  Sea  Ma- 
Bulgers  brought  every  body  in  Debt,  and  Ruin  upon  All 
Men  but  themfelves :  Nay,  they  did  not  fiick  to  plun- 
der their  deareft  Friends  and  Relations,  to  raife  their 
own  I-ortunes ;  and  thofe  who  were  not  let  into  the  Se- 
cret, were  one  Day  in  a  Coach,  and  the  next  in  a 
Prifon,  but  the  latter  they  were  fure  of :  Strange  were 
the  Reverfes  of  Fortune  in  a  very  few  Weeks  ;  we  faw 
the  lov/eft  andmoft  awkward  Mechanics  furrounded  with 
Equipages,  and  in  the  Palaces  of  Noblemen  ;  and  our 
ancient  Gentry  deilitute  of  Habitations,  and  reduced  to 
the  extremeft  Poverty. 

.  Suicides 
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Suicides  and  Self- Violences  were  now  become  fo  com- 
mon, that  we  feldom  had  a  Week  without  many  Oc- 
cmTences  of  News  of  this  Kind,  beMes  great  Num- 
bers who  fabmitted  to  their  Fate,  by  pining  away  with 
Grief,  Penury  and  Want.  This  has  been  the  Cafe  of 
many  of  the  Annuitants,  as  to  whom  the  public  Faith 
has  been  more  broken  by  the  Septennial  Parliament,  than 
in  any  other  extraordinary  Tranfadion  they  have  been 
guilty  of  :  The  Annuitants  could  not  expe£l  that  in  an 
Affair  of  lending  their  Money  to  the  Government,  and 
for  which  our  former  Parliaments  had  engaged,  that 
they  Ihould  be  tied  down  by  a  Law  to  their  Ruin  and 
Dellrudion. 

But  as  what  I  have  mentioned  is  not  fufficient  to  dif- 
play  the  whole  Scene  of  Villainy  of  xJ^^South  Sea  Direc- 
tors, and  others  concerned  with  them,  and  the  feveral 
Steps  and  Proceedings  of  our  Parliament  concerning  the 
fame,  I  lhall  here  infert  the  Refolutions  and  Orders  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  and  Commons,  made  and  pafTed, 
relating  to  the  South  Sea  Managers,  and  the  dreadful 
Puniftiment  that  enfued  thereupon, 

"Refolutions  of  the  Lords  and  Commofis,  relating  to  the  South 

Sea  DireBors, 

The  Lords  Refolutions, 

J'Jnuary  13,  1720.  After  Accompts  were  ordered  to 
be  given,  and  a  Committee  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Commons,  the  Lords  firll  Refol*ved,  That  the  Di- 
re6lors  in  making  Loans  on  their  Stock  and  Subfcripti- 
ons,  were  guilty  of  a  Breach  of  Truft,  and  ought  to 
make  good  the  Loffes  which  the  Company  has  fuftained 
thereby  out  of  their  private  Eftates. 

Jan.  16, — Ordered  a  Bill  to  incapacitate  the  Sub  and 
Deputy -Governor,  and  Diredlors  of  the  ^c?///^  6"^  Com- 
pany, from  being  Diredors  in  any  of  the  three  Corpo- 
rations of  the  Bank,  India,  and  South  Sea. 

Jan.  27, —  Refolved^  That  the  taking  in  Stock  with- 
out a  valuable  Confideration,  for  any  Perfon  in  the  Ad- 
miniftration,  during  the  Time  that  the  Bill  of  the  South 
Sea  Company  was  depending  in  Parliament,  was  a  dan- 
gerous and  notorious  Corruption, 
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February  I. — Refolved^  That  the  Diredlors  of  the  ^outl?^ 
Sea  Company  having  bought  Stock  for  the  Company, 
under  Pretence  of  fupporting  Public  Credit,  and  at  the- 
fanie  time  gave  Orders  to  fell  their  awn  Stock,  was  a  no- 
torious Fraud,  and  a  Breach  of  Truft,  and  are  the  Caufes 
of  the  Turn  of  Affairs  with  refpedl  to  public  Credit. 

The  Commons  Refolufions, 

JT^Ecemher  29,  1720. —  Ordered  die  Dire6loTS  of  the 
South  Sea  Company  do  lay  before  the  Houfe  an^ 
^  Account  of  the  Reafons  that  induced  them  to  take 
the  3'd  and  4th  Subfcriptions  at  1000,  and  to  declare  the 
Dividends  of  30  and      per  Cent, 

Jan  /^.—Re/ol'vedy  That  a  Bill  be  brought  in  to  pre* 
vent  the  Directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company  going  out 
of  the  Kingdom,  or  difpofing  of,  or  alienating,  any 
Part  of  their  Eftates ;  and  to  make  it  Felony  to  depart 
the  Realm,  iffr. 

Jan,  20.— Refol'ved,  That  all  Subfcriptions  of  public 
Debts  fhall  remain  in  the  prefent  State,  unlcfs  altered  for 
the  Eafe  and  Relief  of  the  Proprietors,  or  fet  afide  by 
due  Courfe  of  Law. 

Feb.  ii.~Refolved not  to  rejed  the  Petition  of  the 
^outh  Sea  Company,  praying  to  be  relieved  with  refpedl 
to  the  Seven  Millions,  all  the  Money  the  South-Sea  Com- 
pany was  to  pay  the  Government. 

Feb.  17. — Agreed  to  poftpone  the  Payment  of  the  Se* 
ven  Millions  a  Year  longer. 

Feb.  18. — Refohedf  That  the  I.ofs  tlie  South  Sea  Com^ 
pany  may  fuflain  by  the  Monies  lent  on  Stock  and  Sub- 
fcriptions (above  Tv/o  Millions)  fhall  be  made  good  out 
of  the  Eilates  of  the  late  Sub  and  Deputy-Governors^ 
^nd  Diredors  of  the  faid  Company  :  And  that  the 
taking  in  of  Stock  for  any  Member  of  either  Houfe^ 
while  the  South  Sea  Bill  was  depending,  was  a  dangerous. 
Corruption. 

Feb,  21. — Refoln)ed,  That  all  thofe  Perfons  who  had 
Stock  taken  in  for  them,  whilft  the  South  Sea  Bill  was 
depending,  and  paid  no  Money  for  it  (about  Seven 
hundred  thoufand  Pounds  worth)  ought  to  refund  the 
Difference  to  the  Company.    And  ordered  in  a  Bill. 

*  '  Feb. 
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fch,  25. — Refolved,  That  the  Deficiencies  of  the  Pay- 
ments on  the  3d  and  4th  Subfcription  (amounting  to^ 
above  a  Million)  ought  to  be  made  good  out  of  the 
Ellates  of  the  Directors  ;  and  referred  to  the  Secret 
Committee  to  proceed  in  the  Affair  relating  to  the  Stock 
taken  in  whilft  the  South  Sea  Bill  was  depending. 

From  all  thefe  glorious  Refolutlons,  which  difcover 
the  molt  fecret  and  vileft  Frauds  of  Perfons  in  Power,, 
as  well  as  in  Diredors  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  we 
had  Reafon  to  expert  a  great  deal  would  be  done  : 
That  the  Directors  were  to  give  in  Reafons  for  what 
they  had  done  that  an  adequate  Punifhment  would  be 
inflided  on  thofe  who  had  been  guilty  of  fiich  notori- 
ous Cori*uptions  and  Breaches  of  Trull  y  and  who  had 
accepted  of  Stock  while  the  South  Sea  Bill  was  depend- 
ing, without  paying  any  Money  for  the  fame  ;  but  in- 
fiead  of  it,,  this  mighty  Noife  vanifhed  in  Smoak. 

'Tis  true,  A£ts  of  Parliament  were  made  to  rellrain 
the  Diredors  of  the  Sotith  Sea  Company  from  going  out 
of  the  Kingdom  ;  to  raife  Money  out  of  their  Eftates 
and  to  difable  them  from  holding  any  public  Places 
and  Preferments.     And  the  Secret  Committee,  whiclt 
was  compofed  of  fome  very  honeil  Gentlemen,  as  the 
Lord  Molejh^orthy  Archibald  Hutchefon,  Efq;  Thomas  Bro^ 
derick,  Efq;  Sir  yof.  Jekylly  Edivard  Worthy  Montague^ 
Efq;  Edward  Jeffreys,  Efq;  Dixey  Wlndfor,  Efq;  and  fe- 
veral  others,  by  their  diligent  Enquiries,  made  a  Dif- 
covery  of  vafl  Quantities  of  Stock  transferred  to  Per- 
fons without  any  apparent  Confidera.tion  ;  efpecially  of 
Fifty  Thoufand  Pounds  to  a  noble  E — ^1,  and  confider- 
able  Sums  to  others  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  not  to 
mention  particularly  the  Ladies  at  Court  :  Yet  what 
did  this  end  in,  any  further  than  the  acquitting  of  one 
Gentleman,  and  the  imprifoning  of  another  ?   And  if 
the  noble  L —  v/as  in  any  manner  of  Danger  from  fa 
vigorous  a  Profecution,  he  was  afterwards  fheltered  bjr 
an  Ad  of  Indemnity. 

This  was  all  that  was  done  by  the  Septennial  Par- 
liament, after  all  this  Clamour  ;  but  therein,,  perhaps, 
they  have  fhewn  their  Prudence,  more  than  in  any  other 
Proceedings  5  they  belt  knew  how  far  a  Charge  of  this 
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Kind  might  afFed  their  whole  Body.  And  as  to  the  DI- 
redors  Eftates,  they  gave  in  Inventories  fo  very  inferior 
to  their  real  Fortunes,  that  the  whole  amounted  to  little 
more  than  two  Millions  ;  when  many  of  the  Diredtors 
were  very  well  known  to  be  fmgly  worth  near  a  Million 
©f  Money  :  And  yet  our  Parliament  was  fatisfied  with 
them,  and  through  a  great  deal  of  Chriftian  CompalTion 
to  thefe  Agents  of  Iniquity,  their  Fellow  Labourers,  al- 
lowed them  above  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
Pounds  (fome  of  them  their  whole  Money)  out  of  the 
Eftimates  they  had  given  in. 

The  Schedules  of  Eftates  and  Allawances  are  as  fol- 
low : 


general  In^ventory  or  Schedule  of  the  Efiates  of  the  Di- 
reSlors  of  the  South- Sea  Company ^  as  gi^en  by  them^ 
feluesy  their  Debts  deduSled, 


/. 

s. 

d. 

Sir  John  Felloe: Sy  Bart,  the  Sub over-  ' 
nor    ■   

0 

0 

Charles  Joye,  Efq;  Deputy-Governor — 

-  40,105 

0 

0 

William  Jfiell,  Efq;  Diredor   

44,051 

0 

0 

Sir  Lambert  Blacknvell,  Bart.   

83,529 

0 

0 

Sir  John  Blunt,  Bart.  —   

183,349 

0 

0 

Sir  Robert  Chaplin ^  Bart.  *  

45^875 

0 

0 

Sir  William  Chapman,  Knt.  — 

39,161 

0 

0 

Mobert  Chefter,  Efq;    ■ 

■  140,372 

0 

0 

Stephen  Child,  Efq;  — — 

5M37 

0 

0 

Feter  Delaporte,  Efq;    —  — 

-  17,151 

0 

0 

Francis  Eyles,  Efq;  — *     ■  ' 

34,329 

0 

0 

James  Edmonfon,  Efq;        —  — 

44,950 

0 

0 

FdiAjard  Gibbon,  Efq;    —  ■ 
John  Gore,  Efq;       —  — 

-  105,043 

0 

0 

38,936, 

0 

0 

Sir  William  Hammond,  Knt»  — — 

22,707 

0 

0 

Francis  Haives,  Efq;    —  ■ 

40,031 

0 

0 

Richard  Horfey,  Efq;   ' 

15,222 

0 

0 

Richard  Holditchi  Efq;     • 

39^527 

0 

0 

Sir  Theodore  Janffeny  Knt.  and  Bart,  r- 

-  226,278 

0 

0 

Sir  Jacob  Jacob/on^  Knt. 

50,928 

0 

0 

Arthur  Ingram,  Efq;     '  '            —  • 

Sir  John  Lambert,  Bart.  " 

12,100 

0 

0 

17,814 

0 

0 

Sir  UarcQurt  Mafter,  Kt»       ■   '  .l 

jx,8i4   0  0 

William 
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WilUa?}!  Morlcy,  Efq;      1,869 

Jmbrofe  Page^Y.ic^l    *  34?8i7 

Col.  Hugh  Ray 772 on d   ^4'373 

—  18,368 
77^254 

  19,175 

  881 

— -    1 12,321 

31,687 


Sa?nuel  Read,  jun.  Efq;   

Thomas  Rey7ioldsy  Efq;  ■ 

Jacob  Sa^cvbridge,  Efq;  

WiUia?n  Tillaf-d,  Efq;   

jolm  l^ur?icr^  Efq;  (all  Direftors) 
Robert  Su7'7nan,  Deputy  Cafnier 
JohTi  Gi'igjhy,  Accomptant   


o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 


61 

d. 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 


Total 


2,023,347    o  o 


The  Schedule  of  Jllonvances  to  be  ?nade  the  D'lreBors  of 
the  K>QyJi.\h.SQ^  CompaTiy  out  of  their  Efates, 


To  Sir  fohTz  Felloes,  Sab  Governor  — 
To  Charles  jcye,  Efq;  the  Deputy-Go-  ? 

vernor     J 

To  Willia?7t  AfelU  Efq;  Diredor  — 

To  Sir  La7nbert  Blacknjjell   

IlO  Sir  John  Blunt 


To  Sir  Robert  Chap  I  171 
To  Sir  William  ChapmaTt 
To  Rxberi  Chefter^  Efq;  — 
To  Stephen  Child,  Efq;  - 
To  Reter  Delaporte,  Efq; 
To  Francis  Eyles,  Efq;  - 
To  James  Fdmonfon^  Efq; 
To  Ed<ixard  Gibbon y  Efq; 
To  John  Gore,  Efq; 


To  Sir  William  Hammond 
To  Francis  Haives,  Efq; 
To  Richard  Horfey^  Efq; 
To  Richard  Holditch,  Efq; 
To  Sir  Theodore  Janf  en  — 
To  Sir  Jacob  Jacobfon  — 
To  Arthur  Ingra7n,  Efq; 
To  Sir  John  Lambert  — 


/. 

d. 

1  0,000 

0 
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1.  s.  d> 

To  Sir  H areolar t  M after                                   5,000  O  O 

To  V/illiam  Morley.Yui^,                                 I,8oo  O  O 

To  Jmbrcfe  Page,  Efq;                                 IO,ooo  o  O 

To  Hugh  Rayfnoncf,  Efq;                                30,000  o  O 

To  Samuel  Read,  Efq;                                   I  0,000  o  o 

To  Thomas  Rejmolds,  Efq;                          14,000  o  O 

To  yacoh  Sa'^vbridge,  Efq;               ■             5,000  o 

To  William  Tillard,  Efq;  —                   15,000  o  O 

To  Joh?t  Turner,  Efq;                ■    ^               800  o  O- 

To  Robert  Surman      •    ■               •             5,000  o  O- 

To  yolm  Grigjhy   - —      2,000  o  ©- 

Total    354,600  o 


By  thefe  two  Schedules  (the  firH  valuing  South  Sea 
Stock  at  150  per  Cent.)  it  appears  how  fparing,  our 
Diredors  were  in  giving  in  the  real  Eftimates  of  their 
Eftates  ;  and  how  truly  indulgent  to  them  the  Septen« 
nial  Parliament  have  behaved  themfelves,  at  a  Time  it 
v/as  expeded,  and  that  very  juftly,  that  the  South  Sea 
Dire£lors  would  have  been  rewarded  with  Halters,  and 
not  have  had  Allowances  fo  confiderable,  as  Fifty  Thou- 
fand  Pounds  to  any  one  Man,  for  ruining  their  Counrry. 

What  I  have  faid,  may  ferve  as  a  Ihort  Hiftory  of  the. 
Parliament's  Proceedings  relating  to  the  South  Sea 
Srheme  :  I  fhall  now  take  Notice  of  the  other  Sta- 
tutes made  and  paiTed  in  this  SelTion  of  Parliament,, 
particularly  concerning  the  Bubbles, 

Befides  the  Statutes  I  have  mentioned,  the  following- 
Laws  v/ere  enacted  :  An  A61  for  making  forth  new  Ex- 
chequer Bills,  not  exceeding  One  Million,  at  a  certain^ 
Intereft,  and  for  lending  the  fame  to  the  South  Sea  Com- 
Company,  upon  Security  of  repaying  it  into  the  Ex* 
chequer,  for  Ufes  to  which  the  Fund  for  leflening  tlie 
public  Debts,  called  the  Sinking  Fund,  is  applicable.  An 
AGc  for  fecuring  Pov/ers  granted  by  Charters  for  Afiur- 
ance  of  Ships  and  Merchandize.  An  Atl  for  Relief  o£' 
Infolvent  Debtors,  And  another  for  the  Building  and' 
Repairing  of  Gaols.  And  Ads  for  making  the  Rivers^ 
I£ey  Douglas,  6iC,  uavigable. 
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As  to  the  firfl  of  thefe  Laws,  I  do  not  admire  that  the 
Styiith  Sea  Funds  were. called  by  the  Names  of  the  Szn^- 
ing  Funds ;  I  take  it  they  have  fuihciently  funk  our 
Pockets :.  The  Statute  in  favour  of  the  Corporations  of 
AfTurances,  were  granted  to  raife  600,000/.  for  the  Ufe^ 
of  his  Majefty,  to  difcharge  the  Debts  of  his  Civil  Go- 
vernment. The  Acl  for  Relief  of  Infolveni  Debtors, 
was  the  firft  of  the  Kind  that  had  been  made  in  his  Reign 
(in  other  Reigns,  A6ls  of  Grace  were  more  frequent) 
and  fubjedled  the  Debtors  to  unufual  Hardlhips  : 
And  the  Statute  for  building  of  Gaols,  was  an  A61  that 
was  convenient,  when  our  Gaols  would  not  contain  the 
Number  of  Debtors  liable  to  Commitment  to  oui* 
Prifons. 

The  Statutes  for  making  the  Rivers  Idle  and  Dotigla^ 
navigable,  were  immediately  converted  into  Bubbles  ^ 
for  this  being  the  Year  of  Bubbles,  wherein  above 
one  Hundred  of  all  Sores  were  fet  up^  encouraged  by  the 
Grand  National  Bubble,  the  South  Seay  if  a  Man  had 
but  a  Houfe  to  build,,  an  Elbaw  Chair,  or  a  Table  tO' 
make,  he  was  for  raifmg  Money  upon  hi^  Proje6l,  be- 
fore any  thing  was  done,  and  where  nothing,  was  intend- 
ed to  be  done  ;  and  even  NecelTary  Houfes  were  a  Bab- 
ble amongft  the  reil,  though  but  few""  of  the  Proprie- 
tors could  live  upon  the  Product,  when  their  Money,, 
which  lliould  have  bought  them  Provifions,  was  diilri- 
bated  to  the  Projedlors. 

Mines  of  all  Sorts  v/ere  now  the  greateft  Bubbles 
all  Perfons  expected  Silver  and  Gold,  Brafs  and  Cop- 
per, though  none  could  find  it  in  any  Situation,  but 
in  the  Continuances  of  the  Cheats  that  fet  them  on  foot  r 
Yet  all  of  them  fucceeded  a  while,  till  by  the  Claufe  in 
the  A61  for  fecuring  to  the  Corporations  for  AfTurance 
of  Pi'Ierchandize  certain  Privileges,  they  were  declared 
to  be  Cheats  and  public  Nufances ;  which  at  once  crufh- 
i:d  them,  and  gave  the  South  Sea  Company  the  greateft: 
Blow  it  had  then  received,  though  it  was  manifeHly 
dcfigned  for  its  Service. 

The  Traders  in  Exchange  Alley  having  a  greater  Ad- 
vantage in  the  fmall  Bubbles  than  in  the  National  One, 
had  employed  their  Money  in  tKbfe,  and  negleded  to 
deal  in  the  South  Sea  Stock  ;  And  this  occalioned  the 

Claufe 
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Claufel  have  referred  to;  for  the  South  Sea'Mz.n^.^ex^  were 
refolved  to  have  the  whole  Game  of  Bubbles  (fo  ex- 
ceeding profitable)  to  themfelves  only  ;  but  the  Confe- 
quence  did  not  anfwer  their  Expedation  :  With  the 
Bubbles  funk  the  Stocks,  which  the  politic  Managers 
could  never  afterwards  rife  :  People  began  now  to  mif- 
truft  every  thing,  when  the  Ufe  of  Patents  was  denied  ; 
thofe  who  adied  in  Bubbles,  eredled  on  Patents,  thought 
they  had  the  fame  Right  to  proceed,  as  thofe  that  had 
the  Sandion  of  an  A£l  of  Parliament  :  And  it  being 
denied,  public  Credit  immediately  dwindled,  and  fell  a- 
way  to  nothing  ;  whereupon  the  general  Calamity  foon 
enfued. 

Thus  much  for  the  Bubbles,  as  to  their  Rife  and 
Overthrov/  ;  which  extended  to  Scotland  and  Ireland,  as 
well  as  to  England:  And  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  is 
very  much  obliged  to  the  Septennial  Parliament  for  a 
Law  of  a  different  Kind  from  what  I  have  taken  No- 
tice cf.  In  this  Sefiion,  a  Statute  was  made  for  the 
better  fecuring  the  Dependency  of  Ireland  upon  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain  ;  wherein  it  is  ena6led.  That 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  Ireland  have  not,  nor  of  Right 
ought  to  have  any  Jurifdiction  to  judge  of,  affirm,  or 
reverfe  any  Judgment,  Sentence,  or  Decree,  given,  or 
made  in  any  Court  within  the  faid  Kingdom  ;  and  that 
all  Proceedings  before  the  faid  Houfe  of  Lords,  on 
any  fuch  Judgment,  Sentence,  or  Decree,  fhall  be  null 
and  void  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes. 

I  prefume  the  Defign  of  this  Law  was  to  aggrandize 
one  Houfe  of  Lords  at  the  Expence  of  another ;  and 
though  I  am  no  Advocate  on  either  Side,  I  doubt  not 
but  the  Lords  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  at  the  Time 
of  palung  this  Statute,  thought  it  an  Infringement  on. 
their  Rights  and  Privileges. 

In  the  fixth  SefTion  of  the  Septennial  Parliament  the 
Statute  was  made  for  retraining  the  Directors  of  the 
South  Sea  Company  from  leaving  the  Kingdom,  for 
the  Space  of  one  Year,  that  they  might  be  upon  the 
Spot  to  receive  the  Doom  that  was  reierved  for  them, 
the  terrible  one  I  have  mentioned,  of  parting  with  a 
quarter  Part  of  their  Eilates  (a  great  deal  of  it  returned 

them)  as  an  Atonement  for  the  Crimes  they  had  been 

guilty 
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guilty  ofj  in  cheating  a  whole  Nation,    and  doing  their 
utmoil  towards  its  Deftrudion  :  They  were  now  obliged 
to  deliver,  on  Oath  before  one  of  the  Barons  of  the  Ex-^ 
chequer,  the  Inventories  of  their   Real  and  Perfonal 
Eitates,  fuch  as  I  have  already  inferted  to  their  Honour. 

The  Claufe  for  Allowances  to  the  Diredlors  was  now 
alfo  paffed,  being  included  in  the  Statute  for  vefting 
their  Eftates  in  certain  Trullees,  'vix.  Sir  Jolm  Eyles,  Sir 
^ho,  Crojfe,  Jchfi  Riidge,  Maithe^jo  Lant,  Roger  Hudfrmy 
Ed7nond  Hal  fey  Joh'n  Lade,  Gabriel  Roberts,  and  Richard 
Hopkins,  Efquires,  to  the  Intent  to  be  fold  for  certain 
Ufes.  V/e  had  alfo  an  A61  paiTed  this  SeiTion,  forraif- 
ing  a  Sum  not  exceeding;  five  hundred  thonfand  Pounds, 
by  charging  Annuities  upon  the  Civil  Liil  Revenues,  till 
redeemed  by  the  Crown  which  (hews,  that  the  Civil  Lift 
was  ftill  in  Debt,  notwithftanding  the  extraordinary  Pro- 
vifon  of  the  laft  Seflion  of  Parliament. 

The  further  Ads  were  ;  for  a  Land  Tax  of  3  j.  in  the 
Pound  ;  for  continuing  the  Duties  on  Malt,  Mum,  l^c, 
for  punifhing  Mutiny  and  Defertion  ;  to  ftate  the  Debts 
of  the  Army  ;  to  prohibit  the  Wear  of  Callicoes  in  this 
Kingdom,  out  of  Refpecl  to  the  Ladies,  it  being  their 
favourite  Drefs ;  to  regulate  Journeymen  Taylors,  who 
having  extraordinary  Employment  in  making  the  fine 
Cloaths  of  the  ^outh  Sea  Diredors,  were  grown  very 
mutinous ;  an  Ad  to  enable  the  South  Sea  Company  to 
ingraft  Part  of  their  Capital  Stock  and  Fund  into  the 
Stock  and  Fund  of  the  Bank  of  England ;  and  another 
Part  thereof  into  the  Stock  and  Fund  of  the  EaJ}  India 
Company  ;  a  Statute  for  the  Refloration  of  public  Cre- 
dit ;  an  Ad  for  the  King's  mod  Gracious,  General  and 
Free  Pardon  ;  and  a  Statute  for  Repealing  an  Ad  made 
in  the  late  Reign,  obliging  Ships  to  perform  Quaren- 
tine  ;  and  for  the  better  preventing  the  Pla.gue  being 
brought  from  foreign  Parts  into  the  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain, 

The  Act  for  Ingraftment  of  South  Sea  Stock  into  the 
Stock  and  Funds  of  the  Bank  of  England  and  India 
Company,  has  been  an  Encouragement  to  the  Directors, 
and  others,  to  endeavour  to  force  an  Ingraftment  on 
thofe  Companies  without  any  Act  of  Parlir.mcnt,  and 
without  the  Confent  of  the  Proprietors  of  Stock.  Mr. 

Hopkins 
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Jrlobliins  and  fome  others,  on  a  late  Motion  in  the  ^otith 
Sea  Houfe,  made  extraordinary  Speeches,  to  ihew  how 
reafonable  it  was  for  an  Englipmari  to  part  with  his 
EUate  without  his  Confent  ;  and  menaced  the  Propri- 
etors to  comply  with  his  Propofition,  for  that  otherways 
fome  Great  Perfons,  in  whofe  Power  it  was  to  do  them 
great  Injury,  would  highly  refent  it.  Though  all  would 
not  do,  for  a  General  Court  carried  the  Queilion  a- 
gainfl:  them,  though  the  Endeavours  to  obilruct  it  were 
very  extraordinary  and  unprecedented. 

A  certain  Courtier  very  much  laboured  for  this  In- 
graftment  to  be  made,  to  leflen  the  Power  of  the  South 
Sis  a  Company  :  He  was  for  bringing  the  Capital  Stock 
of  the  three  great  Companies,  as  near  an  Equality  as 
might  be,  that  he  might  the  more  eafily  bring  them  into 
all  his  Schemes,  or  on  their  Refufal,  ruin  them  at  his 
Pleafure.  This  was  forefeen ;  which  occaiioned  the 
Stand  that  wa«  made,  and  difappointed,  for  a  Time,  the 
great  Expectations  of  the  Perfon  that  promoted  it.  * 

The  Statute  relating  to  the  Reftoring  of  Credit,  I  have 
already  obferved,  had  a  contrary  Effect  to  the  Defign. 
and  Intention  of  it,  for  the  Reafons  I  have  mentioned  : 
It  indeed  gave  an  Addition  of  Stock  to  Proprietors,  and 
remitted  great  Sums  due  from  the  South  Sea  Company  to 
the  Government  but  at  the  fame  time  funk  the  Price  of 
the  Stocks :  And  what  was  a  little  uncommon,  to  make  aa 
Opportunity  for  enacting  this  Law,  the  Septennial  Par- 
liament was  prorogued  for  a  Week  only,  to  create  a. 
new  Seffion,  that  they  may  proceed  to  tie  down  the  fub- 
fcribing  Annuitants  after  they  had  voted.  That  the  Sub- 
fcriptions  Ihould  remain  as  they  did,  unlefs  fst  afide  by 
due  Courfe  of  Law ;  which  they  could  not  do  without 
a  nev/  SelTion  :  So  that  the  Lav/,  by  this  Act  of  Par- 
liament, was  interrupted  in  its  Courfe,  and  the  Annui- 
tants forced  to  accept  of  Stock  which  did  not  amount 
to  above  a  third  Part  in  Value  of  their  refpective  Debts 
an-d  Annuities. 

But  there  is  one  good  Claufe  in  this  Statute,  relating, 
to  Contracts,  at  this  Time  very  numerous,  and  impolli- 
ble,  by  the  Fall  of  Stock  to  be  complied  v/ith  :  It  enacted. 

That  no  Special  Bail  lhall  be  required  in  any  Action 

brought  upon  any  Contract  made  fmce  the  ill  of 

December- 
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December djig,  and  before  the  ill  of  Deceinher^  1120, 
"  for  the  Sale  or  Purchafe  of  any  Subfcription  or  Stock  of 

the  South  Sea  Company,  or  any  other  Company  ;  ^nd 

that  no  Execution  fhall  be  awarded  upon  any  Judg- 
"  ment  obtained  in  any  Action  brought  upon  fuch  Con- 
*^  tract,  until  the  End  of  the  next  Selfion  of  Parliament.''^ 

This  Interruption  of  the  Law,  w^as  very  favourable  to 
a  great  many  Perfons  ;  and,  I  think,  this  Claufe  has 
been  fince  continued. 

In  refpect  to  the  Act  for  a  General  Pardon,  it  is  eafily 
known  for  whom  it  was  defigned  :  I  have  hinted  at  the 
Ufe  of  this  Law,  in  my  Notice  of  the  Punilhment  of 
the  late  South  Sea  Directors,  and  others  their  Confede- 
rates.   It  enacts,  "  That  all  his  Majefly's  Subjects  of 

Great  Britain,  their  Heirs,  fife,  fhall  be  Acquitted, 
'*  Pardoned,  and  Difcharged;,  from  all  Treafons,  Mif- 

prifions  of  Tieafons,  Felonies,  t^fr.  And  all  Riots, 
*^  Routs,  Offences,  TrefpalTes,  Wrongs,  Deceits,  Mif- 

demeanors,  Forfeitures  and  Penalties,  which  are  not 
"  excepted,  done  before  the  24th  of  June,  1721". 

Now,  I  don't  know  any  Perfons  that  had  at  this  Time 
been  guilty  of  Treafon  or  Felony,  to  require  a  Statute 
of  this  Kind,  unlefs  it  were  the  Directors  of  the  South 
Sea  Company,  who  were  under  Profecution,  and  Except- 
ed out  of  the  Act ;  which  plainly  Ihews,  that  this  Act 
was  nriade  for  no  Ufe  at  all,  or  to  fkreen  fome  Perfons 
not  called  to  Account,  from  Crimes  of  another  Nature, 
though  equal  in  Confequence. 

As  for  the  Quarentine  Act,  it  being  a  Statute  that  has 
made  a  very  great  Noife,  more  perhaps  than  any  other 
Lav/  that  has  been  enacted  within  the  Memory  of  Man, 
I  fhall  here  infert  an  Abftract  of  fuch  Farts  of  the  fame 
as  are  moftly  neceflary  to  be  communicated  to  the  Pub- 
lic ;  and  I  hope  the  Length  of  it  will  not  be  a  Burden 
to  the  Reader. 

This  Statute  enadls,      That  during  the  Infedion,  and 

in  all  future  Times,  when  any  Country  or  Place  fhall 
"  be  infected  with  the  Plague,  ail  Ships^  Perfons,  Goods 
"  and  Merchandifes,  coming  in  fuch  Ships  into  any  Port 

in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  from  any  Place  fo  infeded, 

or  from  any  Place  tlie  Inhabitants  whereof  are  knowa 
*^  tQ  trade  with  any  Country  actually  infcfted,  or  frora 

*^  any 
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^'  any  Place  from  whence  his  Majefty,  wich«the  Advice" 
of  the  Privy  Council,  fhall  judge  it  probable  that  the 
Infedion  may  be  brought,  fhall  be  obliged  to  make 
their  Quarentine  in  fuc^  Place,  for  fuch  Time,  and  in 
fuch  Manner,  as  by  Proclamation  fhall  be  dire(!ted 
and  notified  :  And  till  fuch  Ship,  Perfons,  or  Goods, 
fhall  be  difcharged  from  Quarentine,  no  Perfon  or 
Goods  ihall  be  brought  on  Shore,  or  be  put  on  board 
_  any  other  Ship,  in  any  Place  within  his  Majefcy's  Do- 
mJnions,  unlefs  by  proper  Licence  :  And  all  fuch  Ships, 
Perlons  and  Goods,  and  all  VeiTels  receiving  any 
Goods  or  Perfons  out  of  them,  are  to  be  fubje£l  to 
fach  Orders  concerning  Quarentine,  and  the  Preven- 
tion  of  Infection,  as  fhall  be  -ordered  by  Proclama- 
"  tion. 

"  ¥/hen  any  Country  fhall  be  infe£led,  and  an  Order 
fliall  be  made  and  notified  as  aforefaid,  concerning 
Quarentine,  as  often  as  any  Ship  fhall  attempt  to  en- 
ter  into  any  Port,  the  principal  Officer  in  fuch  Port, 
*^  or  others  authorized  to  fee  Quarentine  performed,  are 
to  go  to  fuch  Ship,  and  at  convenient  Difcance  de- 
**  mand  of  the  Perfon  having  Charge  of  the  fame,  the 
*■*  Name  of  the  Commander ;  at  what  Place  the  Cargo 
k  'was  taken  on  board  ?  what  Places  the  Ship  landed  at  ? 
r   whether  fuch  Places  were  infedled  ?   how  long  the 
"  Ship  had  been  in  her  PafTage  ?  how  many  Perfons 
were  on  board  when  the  Ship  fet  fail  ?  whether  any 
Perfons  during  the  V oyage  had  been,  or  fhall  be  then 
infeded  ?  how  m.any  died  in  the  Voyage,  and  of  v.  hat 
*^  Diilemper  ?  what  Ships  he  or  his  Company  Vv^ent  on 
"  board,  or  had  any  of  their  Company  com^e  on  board 
his  Ship  ?  and  to  what  Place  fuch  Ships  belonged  ? 
"  and  alfo  the  true  Contents  of  his  Lading  ?    And  in 
"  cafe,  on  the  Examination,  it  appears  that  any  Perfon 
on  board  is  infe£led,  then  the  Ofiicers  of  any  Ships  of 
"  War,  or  Forts,  or  Garifons,  and  all  other  Officers, 
"         on  Notice  given  to  them,  are  to  refill  the  En- 
trance  of  fuch  Ship  into  any  Port,  or  to  oblige  fuch 
"  Ship  to  depart,  and  to  ufe  all  necefiTary  Means,  by 
firing  of  Guns,  or  any  kind  of  Force  and  Violence 
"  whatfoever  :  And  if  fuch  Ship  fnall  come  from  Place3 
"  vifited  with  the  Plague,  or  have  any  Perfons  or  Goods 
infedled  on  board,  and  the  Mafter,  or  other  Command- 
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er  lliall  not  difcover  it,  he  fliall  be  guilty  of  Felony, 
*^  and  fuffer  accordingly  :  And  if  he  lhall  not  mak'*  a 
true  Difcovery  in  any  of  the  other  Particulars,  he 
^'  fhall  forfeit  200  /. 

If  any  Mafter  fhall  quit  the  Ship,  or  fuffer  any  other 
fo  to  do,   before  Quarentine  is  performed  ;  or  fliall 
not,  after  due  Notice,  caufe  the  Ship  and  Lading  to 
be  conveyed  into  the  Place  appointed  for  Quarentine, 
then  every  fuch  Ship  fhall  be  forfeited,  and  the  Ma- 
fler  lhall  alfo  forfeit  the  Sum  of  200  /.    And  if  any 
Perfons  fhall  quit  the  Ship  by  going  on  fnore,  or  on 
"  board  any  other  Ship,  they  may,  by  Force  and  Vio- 
lence,  be  compelled  to  return  on  board  ;  and  fnall  be 
*^  imprifoned  fix  Months,   and  likewife  be  fubjed  to 
"  200  /.  Forfeiture. 

If  at  any  time  hereafter,  any  Place  in  Great  BrS- 
"  tain  or  Ireland,  kc.    iliall  be  infecled,  and  the  fame 
"  fhall  be  made  appear  to  h's  Majeily  in  Council,  during 
*'  the  Continuance  of  fuch  Calamity,  his  Majefly  may 
m.ake  fuch  Orders  concerning  Quarentine,  as  lhall  be 
neceflary  for  the  Safety  of  his  Subjeds,  and  notify  the 
fame  by  Proclamation  :    And  all  Perfons  Civil  and 
**  Tvlilitary  are  to  render  due  Obedience  to  all  Orders, and 
Regulations  fo  made  and  notified. 
*^  His  Maj efty  may  order  Ships  to  be  provided,  or 
"  caufe  Lazarets  for  entertaining  Perfons  infeded,  and 
obliged  to  perform  Quarentine,  and  Sheds  and  I'ents 
"  to  be  eredted,  to  continue  for  fuch  Time  as  his  Maje- 
"  ily  fhall  think  proper,  in  convenient  Places,  to  be  al- 
**  lowed  by  Juilices  of  the  Peace,  in  any  v/aile  Grounds, 
"  tff r.    And  the  proper  Ofhcers  may  compel  all  Perfons 
infeded,  or  obliged  to  perform  Quarentine,  and  all 
Goods  to  be  conveyed  to  fome  of  thofe  Ships,  Laza- 
"  rets,  or  Tents,  according  to  the  Orders  made  and  no- 
"  tified. 

"  If  any  Perfons  infeded,  or  obliged  to  perform  Qua- 
rentine,  fhall  refufe  to  repair,  after  due  Notice,  to 
the  Places  appointed  ;  or  having  been  placed  there, 
fhall  attempt  to  efcape,  the  Watchmen  may,  by  any 
"  kind  of  Violence,  compel  them  to  repair,  or  to  re- 
turn,  to  fuch  Ship,  Lazaret,  fcfc.  and  fuch  refufmg 
or  efcaping  fnall  be  Felony,    And  if  any  Perfons, 

not 
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not  infecled,  fhall  prefume  to  enter  any  Ship,  or  La- 
zarct,  whilft  any  Perfon  infefSled,  or  under  Quaren- 
tine,  fhall  be  therein,  and  fhall  return,  unlefs  by  Li- 

"  cence,  then  the  Watchman  may,  by  any  kind  of  Vio- 
lence,  compel  them  to  repair  into  fuch  Ship  or  La- 
zaret,   there  to  continue  and  perform  Quarentine  ; 

"  and  fuch  Perfons  returning  fhall  be  guilty  of  Felony. 
*•  If  any  Place  fhall  be  infe6led,  his  Majeily  may 
caufe  Lines  or  Trenches  to  be  caft  up  about  fuch 
Place,  at  a  convenient  Dillance,  to  cut  off  the  Com- 
munication  between  the  Place  infeiSled,  and  the  refl 
of  the  Country  ;  and  prohibit  all  Perfons  and  Goods 
to  be  carried  over  fuch  Lines,  unlefs  by  Licence : 
And  if  any  Perfon  within  the  Lines  fhall  attem.pt  to 
come  out  of  the  fame,  the  Watchmen,  feV.  may,  by 
any  kind  of  Violence,  compel  them  to  return  :  And 
Perfons  comincr  out  of  the  Lines  without  Licence, 
fhall  be  guilty  of  Felony. 

"  Any  tv/o  Juilices  of  the  Peace,  next  to  the  Place 
where  any  Ship  iliall  be  performing  Quarentine,  or 
wherein  any  infeded  Place  fliall  be  fituate,  or  Lines 
made,  may  order  the  Inhabitants  about  the  f^ime  to 
keep  fuiHcient  Watches  by  Day  and  Night,  who  are 
not  to  permJt  any  Perfons  or  Goods  to  depart  out  or 
"  be  removed  from  fuch  Lines :  And  if  any  Inhabitant 
*^  refufe  to  keep  fuch  W atch,  on  Convidion  thereof  he 
*^  iliall  forfeit  not  exceeding  loo  A  nor  lefs  than  lo  /. 

at  the  Difcretion  of  the  Juilices,  and  fhall  be  commit- 
*^  ted  to  Prifon  for  two  Months. 

if  any  Ofhcer  of  the  Cuiloms,  or  any  other  Ofticer, 
*^  fhall  be  guilty  of  any  wilful  Breach  of  Trufl,  he  fhall 
forfeit  his  Office,  and  be  incapacitated,  and  alfo  for- 
feit  200  /.  And  if  any  Ofhcer  appointed  to  fee  Qua- 
rentine  performed,  or  any  Watchman,  fhall  knowing- 
ly  fufTer  any  Perfon,  Ship,  or  Goods  to  depart,  or  to 
be  conveyed  out  of  a  Town  or  Place  infected,  he  fhall 
be  guilty  of  Felony. 

"  If  it  fhali  appear,  that  any  Ship  fhall  come  from 
*^  any  Place  infeded,  or  be  loaden  with  any  Cargo 
taken  on  board  at  any  Place  infected,  or  .  from  any 
Ship  infeded  ;  or  there  fhall  be  any  Perfons  or  Goods 
on  board  adually  infeded,  his  Majefty,  by  Order  of 

Council, 
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Council,  may  order  fuch  Ship,  with  the  Goods,  i^c-. 
"  to  be  burnt,  for  preventinr:  the  Spreading  of  the  Iii-- 
feclion. 

"  All  Goods,  after  Quarentine  perf@rmed,  are  to  be 
opened  and  aired,  in  fuch  Place,  and  for  fuch  Time, 
*i  and  in  fuch  Manner,  as  ihall  be  directed  by  his  Maje- 
"  fly's  Order  :   And  on  Proof  thereof,  by  two  credible 
WitneHes,  before  the  Ciillomer,  or  others  appointed, 
**  fuch  Goods  ihall  be  forthwith  difcharged. 

V/hen  a  Ship  has  performed  Quarentine,  on  Proof 
made  of  it  upon  Oath  by  the  Mailer,  and  two  Perfons 
belonging  to  the  Ship,  a.nd  of  two  credible  Witneiies, 
that  the  Ship  and  Perfons  have  duly  performed  Qua- 
rentine,  and  that  they  are  free  from  Infe(?.ion,  then 
"  the  Cuftomer,  ^c.  with  two  Jullices  of  the  Peace,  are 
"  to  give  Certificates  thereof,  and  thereupon  fuch  Ship 
**  and  Perfons  fliall  be  liable  to  no  farther  Reftraint. 
Thefe  are  the  m.oft  material  Claufes  in  the  Quarentine 
;  and  fome  of  them  are  fo  very  extraordinary,  that 
if  our  Proteftant  Parliament  had  not  exaftly  copied  after 
Trance^  it  is  impolTible  they  could  ever  have  been  thought 
of.    In  France^  the  poor  miferable  People  vifited  with  the 
Plague,  were,  by  Force  and  Violence,  removed  from 
their  Habitations  (the  only  Place  of  Comfort  in  time  of 
Sicknefs)  to  llinking  Lazarets,  where,  by  their  Removal, 
and  want  of  Necefi'aries,  they  foon  faw  a  Period  of  their 
Lives  :  And  thus,  it  feems,  were  the  People  of  Great 
Britain  to  be  ferved.    In  France^  Lines  anvi  Trenches 
were  cail  up  to  con£ne  the  Diftemper  and  the  People 
within  due  Bounds,  and  to  prevent  the  bringing  them 
Provifions ;  and  in  England  the  fame  Methods  were  to 
be  taken.    In  Fra72ce,  Peft-houfes  were  built,  for  the 
Reception  of  Perfons  that  fhould  be  infeded  ;  and  here 
we  wer«  to  have  Barracks  eredled,  though  perhaps  for 
another  Purpofe,  to  wit,  to  receive  an  armed  Force. 

The  Barbarity  and  Inconfiftency  of  thefe  three  Claufes, 
are  fo  very  apparent,  thap  no  Country,  but  an  arbitrary 
Government,  could  polfiljly  have  furnifhed  us  with  Pre- 
c<jdents  for  them  :  And  we  may  obferve,  with  what  Ar- 
tifice the  Statute  is  penned  to  make  them  go  down.  The 
Statute  enacts.  That  his  Majefty  may  order  Ships,  or 
caufe  Lazarets  to  be  provided  for  entertaining  Perfons  in- 
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felled  and  obliged  to  perform  Quarentine.  Here  the 
Word  Ship  is  put  before  the  Word  Lazaret  (which  is  ob- 
ferved  throughout  the  whole  Ad)  to  make  us  under- 
Hand  the  Att  only  related  to  Quarentine  at  Sea  ;  which 
the  generality  of  the  People  believed,  without  knowing 
or  confidering  rightly,  the  Meaning  of  the  Word  Lazaret ^ 
and  Fffthoufe  at  Land. 

Then  the  Words  l^ents,  and  ^heds,  are  inferted  juft  be  - 
fore  the  ordering  the  opening  and  airing  of  Goods,  as  if 
only  defigned  for  thofe  Purpofes.  But  when  the  Popu- 
lace were  alarmed  v/ith  ReDorts  of  Defi-2;ns  to  build  Bar- 
racks  in  feveral  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  to  receive  Per- 
fons  infetled  with  the  Plao;ue,  and  the  Plao-ue  had  made 
its  Approaches  nearer  to  us,  they  then  grew  very  uneafy. 
and  turbulent,  and  by  their  perpetual  Clamour  againil 
the  Contrivers  of  this  Law,  at  length  they  got  the  extra- 
ordinary Claufe  repealed. 

But  it  was  above  a  Year  after  the  A(9:  was  g-ranted  that 
this  was  done  :  And  after  Petitions  had  been  prefented 
to  both  Lords  and  Commons,  Vv'hich  in  one  Houfe  were 
rejecPced,  and,  at  iirll,  by  the  other  Ploufe  received  with 
very  little  Notice,  though  afterwards  it  was  carried,  on 
the  repeated  Outcries  of  the  People,  when  a  new  Elec- 
tion was  near  approaching,  and  on  duly  confidering  the 
excellent  Protefl  made  by  the  Lord  Co^vopsr^  and  others, 
upon  rejedling  the  Petition  of  the  City  o\  London. 

Whether  our  Parliament  pafied  this  Law  delignedly, 
or  not  fo,  is  not  material  to  enquire  into  :  That  lome  of 
"them  mufldefign  it  is  certain  ;  for  certainly  air  of  them 
could  not  be  ignorant  of  what  they  were  doing  :  And  if 
the  generality  of  our  Reprefentatives,  by  their  gre'-t  Pe- 
netration, could  not  difcover  the  Defign  of  this  Law,  I 
,  think  I  may  fay,  that  the  Mem.bers  of  the  Septennial  Par- 
liament have  fhewn  themfelves  as  remarkable  for  their 
Wifdom  as  their  Honeily. 

Kow  I  come  to  the  feventh  and  lad  SelTion  of  this  glo- 
rious Parliament.  When  the  Parliament  was  aflembled, 
the  firfl  Thing  they  took  inf^Confideration  v/as  the 
Charges  of  the  Year,  and  the  Debts  of  the  Nation,  of 
which  they  ordered  Eftimates  to  be  given  in,  particular- 
ly of  the  Navy  Debt,  and  Debts  due  to  the  Army. 
They  alfo  ordered  Accounts  to  be  laid  before  them  of 
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flie  Cufloms,  and  other  Revenues,  and  Teemed,  for  fome 
tune,  to  be  pretty  warm  in  calling  Perfons  to  Account 
For  Mifmanagements. 

The  Lords  went  into  a  Committee  to  conlidej  of  the 
Caufes  of  cantradling  fo  large  a  Navy  Debt^  when  eve- 
ry Year  Provifion  had  been  made  for  the  Navy.  Great 
Debates  arofe  on  this  Head,  at  fcveral  Meetings,  but 
they  came  to  no  Refolution.  The  Lords  were  for  having 
the  Treaties  with  Spaifi  laid  before  them  ;  but  this  was 
oppofed,  and  on  the  Queftion  being  put,  it  was  carried 
againil:  it.  They  alfo  refolved,  that  an  Addrefs  fliould 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  for  an  Accx)unt  how  the 
^pa'fiijh  Ships  of  War,  taken  in  the  Engagement  in  the 
Mediterranean  (on  our  efpouUng  the  Caufe  of  the  Empe- 
ror againft  Spain)  had  been  difpofed  of :  And  the  Ad- 
drefs being  prefented  by  the  Lords,  the  Papers  were  de- 
livered them,  which  not  being  fatisfa6lory,  a  Motioa 
was  made  for  a  Reprefentation  to  the  King,  but  it  palTed 
in  the  Negative. 

By  thefe  Negative  Proceedings  in  the  Upper  Houfe,  it 
was  eafy  to  be  feen  that  every  thing  here  went  in  favour 
of  the  Court,  or  the  Court  Favourites :  And  this  mani- 
fefted  itfelf  further,  when  the  Lords  reje(I:'kd,  by  a  very 
great  Majority,  the  Petition  of  the  City  againft  the  Qua- 
rentine  Ad.  In  the  Lower  Houfe  of  Parliament,  there 
appeared  the  fame  kind  of  Spirit ;  for  the  Commons  had 
very  great  Debates  before  they  would  order  in  a  Bill  for 
the  Repeal  of  this  Statute  :  There  were  75  Members 
againft  it,  when  the  Houfe  was  fo  thin  as  not  to  exceed 
the  Number  of  190  on  this  great  Occafion.  A  Lift  of 
this  Number  of  75,  and  alfo  feveral  other  Lifts  of  this 
Nature,  would  be  an  acceptable  Curiofity  to  the  Pub* 
licj  and  there's  no  doubt  but  they  will  be  publifhed. 

Upon  many  Occafions,  this  SelTions,  there  were  very 
thin  Houfes  :  And  tho'  frequent  Orders  were  made  for 
a  Call  of  the  Houfe,  yet  it  was  never  once  called.  I 
don't  fee  to  what  PurpoC|our  Members  of  Parliament  are 
eleded,  if  they  are  notTonftantly  to  appear,  and  fit  ia 
the  Houfe  :  And  it  is  undoubtedly,  rightly  confidered,  a 
very  great  Breach  of  Truft  in  them,  not  to  be  prefent 
when  any  Thing  of  Importance  is  tranfadting  in  the 
Senate. 

Vol..  IL  D  '  But 
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But  to  proceed  to  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Parliament : 
They  refolved.  That  feven  thoufand  Seamen  fhould  be 
allowed  for  the  Service  of  the  Year ;  and  to  continue 
the  Number  of  Forces  of  the  former  Year,  <vi^.  fourteen 
thoufand  three  hundred  Men ;  they  made  a  Provifion  for 
paying  them,  and  granted  to  his  Majefty  one  Million  of 
Money  to  difcharge  the  Debts  of  the  Navy.  They 
granted  a  Land  Tax  of  2  s.  in  the  Pound,  and  no  more  5 
continued  the  Duties  on  Malt,  i^c.  and  made  an  A61  to 
punifh  Mutiny  and  Defertion. 

u  They  pafTed  a  Law  to  enable  his  Majelly  to  prohibit 
Comm.erce  v»'ith  any  Kingdom  or  Country,  for  the  better 
Prevention  of  the  Plague  being  brought  to  us  ;  at  which 
Time,  and  not  before,  the  Objedion  was  found  out  to 
the  Quarentine  A£l,  in  the  Manner  I  have  mentioned  : 
They  likewife  made  a  Statute  againll  the  clandelline 
Running  of  cuflomed  Goods,  and  alfo  to  prevent  the 
Plague ;  which  has  a  Claufe  in  it  very  difadvantageous 
to  our  Merchants.  A  Bill  was  now  pafTed  for  the  fur- 
ther Encouragement  of  the  Importation  of  naval  Stores ; 
for  taking  foff  Duties  on  Merchandize,  and  annulling 
Duties  on  Soap  and  Candles  ;  and  for  the  better  fup- 
preffing  of  Pyrates  at  Sea,  which  were  now  very  nume- 
rous, and  grown  very  formidable. 

Amongft  other  Statutes,  a  Law  was  made  to  em- 
power the  South  Sea  Company  to  fell  fo  much  of  their 
Stock  as  would  enable  them  to  pay  their  Debts ;  though 
the  Parliament  refufed  to  comply  with  the  Petition  of  the 
South  Sea  Subfcribers,  praying  to  be  relieved  by  a 
Diftribution  of  the  two  Millions  (in  the  Hands  of  the 
Company)  which  they  thought  they  had  reafon  to  ex- 
pe6i:. 

The  Septennial  Parliament  alfo,  in  this  Year,  pafled 
an  A61  for  altering  the  Form  of  the  Quakers  Affirmation, 
which,  I  am  informed,  exempts  them  from  the  Ufe  of 
^l  e  Word  God  in  their  folemn  Declarations  ;  And  this 
was  carried  in  both  Houfes,  ndlivithllanding  the  Clergy 
of  the  City  of  Lo?2don  petitioned  againft  it,  as  impious, 
and  contrary  to  Religion  ;  but  our  Members  wanted  the 
Ailiftance  of  thefe  People  in  their  Eledlions,  and  thought 
•t  no  great  Difficulty  to  give  them  a  Licence  to  have  no- 
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thing  to  do  with  that  great  and  awful  Power  they  had 
themielves  fo  little  Concern  with. 

Next  to  this,  in  Complaifance  to  the  City,  and  to  do 
what  they  could  towards  the  Ruin  of  it,  a  Bill  was 
brought  into  the  Houfe  for  building  a  Bridge  over  the 
Tka?nes  at  Wefimi7ijler  :  Itfeemsthe  Archbifnop's  Horfes 
had  received  great  Colds  in  palling  the  Lambeth  Ferry, 
and  to  prevent  this  Mifchief,  thoufands  of  People  were 
to  be  ruined  at  the  other  End  of  the  Town  ;  but  on 
hearing  the  Council  for  the  City,  and  on  the  very  great 
Clamour  made  againft  it,  this  Bill  was  dropped. 

About  this  Time  alfo  a  Bill  was  ordered,  to  prohibit 
the  Pra6lice  of  building  Ships  for  Foreigners ;  it  is  ob- 
fervable  that  this  was  done  after  a  Fleet  of  Ships  of  60 
and  70  Guns  each  had  been  built  for  France^  under  the 
Notion  of  Miffijifpi  Merchantmen,  though  every  one 
knew,  by  the  Manner  of  building  them,  that  they  were 
othervvays  deiigned,  and  that  they  might  one  Day  meet 
us  to  difpute  the  Empire  of  the  Sea  :  But  this,  as  it  had 
all  along  been  connived  at,  fo  now  it  was  only  con- 
fidered  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  without  ever  being  exa- 
mined into  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  the  beft  of 
my  Remembrance. 

The  Bill  for  better  fecuring  the  Freedom  of  Elections, 
was  now  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  a 
Motion  made  by  Mr.  Archibald  Hut  chef  on ;  and  it  pretty 
eafily  pafied  this  Houfe,  though  it  was  generally  appre- 
hended, that  it  was  owing  to  a  good  Under  Handing  with 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  to  an  Aliurance  that  there  it 
would  be  rejeded,  as  it  was  on  its  fecond  Reading :  The 
Lords  adjudged  it  incompatible  with  their  Privileges, 
and  therefore  threw  it  out ;  but  to  the  Honour  of  fome 
of  our  Peers  be  it  remembered,  the  rejeding  this  Law 
was  oppofed :  for  Protefts  were  entered  againft  it,  by 
many  noble  Lords,  though  Debates  arifmg  upon  them, 
the  Protells  that  were  ma^  were  ordered  to  be  expunged. 

As  this  Bill,  which  prbpofedthe  fecuring  to  us,  what 

moft  valuable  to  a  free  People,  the  Freedom  of  our 
Eledions,  has  many  excellent  Claufes  in  it,  tendino-  to 
the  SupprefTion  of  Bribery,  from  whence  is  our  greatell 
Danger,  I  lhall  infert  it  at  large,  whereby  the  Reader 
c.ay  the  better  judge  of  its  Ufe,  if  it  had  paffed. 

p  2  m 
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7he  Copy  of  a  Bill  for  letter  fecuring  the  F?'eedom  of  Elec- 
tions of  Members  to  fer^e  for  the  Commo7:s  in  Parliament, 

FOR  better  fecuring  the  Freedom  of  Elections  of 
Members  to  ferve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament, 
and  further  regulating  fuch  Eledions,  and  for  more  ef- 
fectual preventing  corrupt  and  irregular  Pradices  and 
Proceedings,  in  eleding  and  returning  fuch  Mem.bers ; 
be  it  enaded  by  the  King's  moft  excellent  Majefty,  and 
with  the  Advice  and  Conftnt  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  prefcnt  Parliament 
affembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  fame,  that  the 
Melfenger  attending  the  Great  Seal,  or  other  Ofhcer,  or 
Perfon  who  fhall  be  appointed,  employed,  or  intruded 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Keeper,  or  Lords  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  Great  Seal,  for  the  time  being,  to  carry,  fend, 
or  deliver,  any  Writ  or  Writs,  to  be  iffued  after  the  25  th  of 
March  1722,  for  the  Eledionof  any  Member  or  Members 
-to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  any  County,  City,  Borough, 
Town,  or  Place,  within  England^  Wales,  or  the  Town  of 
Ber^jick  upon  T uueed,  lhall  deliver,  or  caufe  fuch  Writ  or 
Writs  to  be  delivered  to  the  Sheriff,  or  other  proper  Of- 
ficer, to  vvhom  the  Execution  thereof  doth  belong,  and 
to  no  ether  Perfon  whatfoever,  within  the  refpedive 
Times  following  (that  is  to  fay)  to  fuch  SheriF,  or 
Officer,  whofe  then  Place  of  Abode  fhall  be  with- 
in thirty  Miles  of  the  City  of  VFeJi^ninJier,  within  one 
Day  next  after  the  Delivery  of  fuch  Writ  or  Writs  to 
fuch  MefTenger,  Officer,  or  Perfon  intruded  as  afore- 
faid  5  and  to  fuch  Sheriff,  or  other  Officer,  whofe  then 
Place  of  Abode  jfhall  be  above  thirty  Miles  diftant 
from  JVeftminfer,  and  within  fixty  Miles  thereof,  within 
two  Days  next  after  the  Delivery  as  aforefaid^  and  all  fuch 
Writs  fhall  be  fo  delivered  in  like  Proportion  of  Time, 
for  any  greater  Diflance  than  fixty  Miles  from  Wejimin- 
fier  :  And  that  every  Meffenger,  or  Perfon  having  or 
carrying  any  fuch  Writ  or  Writs,  fhall  not  delay  the 
fame,  but  fhall  be  obliged  to  travel  immediately  there- 
with, with  all  Expeditign,  after  the  Rate  of  thirty  Miles 

every 
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every  Day  at  the  leaft,  after  the  Receipt  thereof,  until 
the  Delivery  of  the  fame  to  the  Sheriff,  or  other  proper 
Officer  aforefaid  ;  and  any  Perfon  wilfully  olfending  in 
the  Premifes,  (hall,  for  every  fuch  Oifence,  forfeit  the 
Sum  of  100/.  of  lawful  Money  of  Great  Britain^  to  bq 
recovered  and  applied  in  the  manner  hereafter  men- 
tioned. 

And  be  it  further  enabled,  by  the  Authority  aforefaid, 
that  the  MelTenger,  or  Perfon  carrying  fuch  Writ  or 
Writs,  fhall  upon  the  Delivery  thereof  to  the  Sheriff,  or 
proper  Officer  aforefaid,  take  a  Receipt  or  Receipts  for 
the  fame,  which  Receipt  or  Receipts  the  Sheriff,  or  pro- 
per OffiCer,  is  hereby  required  to  give  gratis,  expreffing 
the  particular  Days  of  the  Receipt  of  fuch  Writ  or  Writs, 
and  the  fame  Receipts  (hall  be  delivered  by  fuch  Meffen- 
ger,  into  the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  there 
to  be  filed  and  kept. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,. 
that  all  Bonds,  Contradls,  or  Agreements,  given  or 
made  to  any  Sheriff,  or  other  Returning  Officer,  to  in- 
demnify, or  fave  harmlefs  fuch  Sheriff  ot  Returning  Of- 
ficer, for  making  a  Return  of  any  Member  to  ferve  in 
Parliament,  or  to  pay  to  fuch  Sheriff  or  Returning  Offi- 
cer, any  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money,  by  Way  of  Gratuity 
or  Rev/ard,  for  making  fuch  a  Return,  or  otherwife  in 
refped  thereof,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  null  and  void. 

And  be  it  further  enabled.  That  every  Perfon  giving  or 
making,  and  every  Sheriff  or  Returning  Officer  accept- 
ing or  taking  fuch  Bond  or  Agreement,  ihall  refpedlive- 
ly,  for  every  fuch  Offence,  forfeit  the  Sum  of  one  thou- 
fand  Pounds,  to  be  recovered  and  applied  in  manner 
herein  after  mentioned,  and  fhall,  from  thenceforth,  be 
incapable  of  holding  or  executing  any  Office  or  Em^ploy- 
ment  of  Profit  or  Truft  under  the  Crown,  or  of  being 
eledled  to  ferve  in  the  Houfe  of  C^ommons  for  any  County 
or  Place  whatfoever. 

And  be  it  further  enadled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid^ 
That  upon  every  future  Eledion  of  any  Member  or 
Members  to  ferve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament,  every 
Eledftor,  or  Perfon  having,  or  claiming  to  have,  a  Right 
to  vote,  or  to  be  polled,  at  fuch  Election,  fhall,  before 
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he  is  adrnitted  to  poll  at  the  fame  Election  (if  require^d 
by  any  of  the  Candidates  or  Eledors  prefent)  take  the 
follov/ing  Oath  (or  being  one  of  the  People  called  Qua- 
kers, fliall  make  the  folemn  Affirmation  appointed  for 
Quakers)  that  is  to  fay, 

/,  A.B,  do  pwear  [or  a  fir  in)  that  I  ha^ve  not  receinjed, 
or  had,  by  niyfelf  or  any  other  Perfon  njjhatfoe'ver,  di^ 
reSfiy,  or  indireSily,  any  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money,  Of 
fee.  Place,  Employment,  Gift,  or  Penjmrd,  or  any 
Promife  or  Security  for  any  Money,  Office,  Employ^ 
?ne?it^  Gift,  or  Regard  njohatfoe'ver,  in  order  to  gi^ue 
my  Vote  at  this  Elecfion. 

Which  Oath,  or  Affirmation,  the  Officer,  or  Officers 
preliding  or  taking  the  Poll  at  fuch  Eledion  is,  and  are 
hereby  impowered  and  required  (upon  fuch  Requeft)  to 
adminill:er^m//V,  upon  Pain  to  forfeit  for  every  Negleft, 
or  Hefufal  fo  to  do,  the  Sum  of  forty  Pounds  of  lawful 
Money  of  Great  Britain. 

And  be  it  fuither  enabled,  by  the  Authority  aforefaid. 
That  if  any  Perfon  taking  the  Oath  or  Affirmation  here- 
in before  mentioned,  lhall  be  guilty  of  wilful  and  cor* 
rupt  Perjury,  or  of  falfe  affirming,  and  be  thereof  con* 
vicled,  he  and  they,  for  every  fuch  Offence,  fliall  incur 
and  fuffer  the  Paii^s  and  Penalties  which  are  by  Law 
enafed  or  inflicled  in  Cafes  of  wilful  and  corrupt  Per- 
jury ;  and  from  and  after  fuch  Conviftion,  fliall  be  in- 
capable of  Voting  in  any  Eledion  of  any  Member  or 
Members  to  ferve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament. 

And  be  it  further  enaded,  by  the  Authority  afore- 
faid, That  if,  after  the  25th  Day  of  March,  1722,  any 
Perfon  or  Perfons,  who,  by  Virtue  of  his  or  their  Of- 
fice or  Employment,  Offices  or  Employments,  fliall  have 
the  Power  of  ilTuing,  or  direding  the  Ifluing,  of  any 
public  Money  or  Pvloneys  belonging  to  the  Crown,  fliall 
order,  give,  ifTue,  or  promife  to  be  concerted,  in  the 
ordering,  giving,  ifluing,  or  promifing  any  Sum  or  Sums 
of  Money  belonging  to  the  Crown  or  the  Public,  to  any 
Perfon  or  Perfons,  in  order  to  influence  the  Eledion  or 
Return  of  any  Member  or  Members,  to  ferve  for  the 
Commons  in  Parliament^  or  the  Vote  or  Votes  of  any 
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Ele(!lor  or  Ele6lors  in  fuch  Eledion,  every  flich  Officer, 
knowing  the  fame  to  be  iffued  for  fuch  corrupt  Purpofes, 
being  thereof  lawfully  convided,  jfhall  forfeit  the  Sum  of 
I  coo./,  of  lawful  Money  of  Greal  Britain,  to  be  re- 
covered and  applied  as  herein  after  is  directed,  and  fhall 
be,  ever  after  fuch  Conviction,  incapable  of  having, 
holding,  enjoying,  or  executing  any  Office,  Employ- 
ment, or  Place  of  Trull  or  Profit  under  the  Crown,  or  of 
having  or  receiving  any  Benefit  or  Profit  arifing  by,  or 
from  any  fuch  Office,  Place,  or  Employment,  or  of 
having  any  Allowance  or  Penfion  from  the  Crown  what- 
foever  ;  and  fliall  be  alfo  di fabled  to  fit  or  vote  as  a 
Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

And  be  it  further  enabled,  by  the  Authority  aforefaid. 
That  from  and  after  the  25th  of  March  1722,  every  Per- 
fon  wlio  fhail  be  eledled  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, for  that  Part  of  Great  Britai?:  called  England,  the 
Dominion  oflfales,  and  Town  of  Berwick  upon  T^^eed, 
or  returned  as  fuch  (except  the  eldeil  Sons  of  Peers,  or 
of  Perfons  qualified  to  fprve  as  Knights  of  Shires,  and 
the  Members  to  ferve  for  the  two  Univerfities  in  that 
Part  of  Great  Britain  called  England)  fhall  be  incapable 
to  vote  or  fit  in  tke  faid  Houfe  during  any  Debate  there, 
after  their  Speaker  is  chofen,  until  fuch  Member  fhall 
have  given  into  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
a  Paper  figned  by  himfelf,  containing  a  Recital  or  Par- 
ticular of  the  Lands,  Tenements,  and  Hereditaments, 
whereby  he  makes  out  his  Qualification  required  by  an 
Act  palled  in  the  9th  Year  of  the  Reign  of  her  late  Ma« 
jefty  Queen  Anne,  (intitled.  An  AB  for  fecuring  the  Free- 
dom of  Barliainents,  by  the  further  qualifying  the  Members 
to  fit  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons)  and  of  inch  Lands,  Tene- 
ments, and  Hereditaments,  whereof  the  Party  hath  not 
been  in  PoffeiTion,  and  in  adual  Perception  of  the  Pro- 
fits for  one  Year,  to  his  own  Ufe,  before  the  Ele6lion  : 
He  fhall  alfo  infert  in  the  fame  Paper  from  what  Perlon, 
and  by  what  Conveyance  or  A61  in  Law,  he  claims  and 
derives  the  fame  ;  and  alfo  the  Confideration,  if  any 
paid,  and  the  Names  and  Places  of  Abode  of  the  Wit- 
nefl'es  to  fuch  Conveyances  and  Payment,  and  until  he 
fhall  have  alfo  taken  the  following  Oath,  /A.  B, 

do  f^eary  that  I  truly  and  bona  fide,  hanje  an  Efate  in 
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La<iv  or  Equity,  to  or  for  my  onxn  Ufe  or  Benefit,  of,  or  in 
hands,  Tenements,  or  Hereditaments  [o*ver  and  abo^ue  nvhaf 
ivill  fatisfy  and  clear  all  Incumbrances  that  7nay  affeSi  the 
Jame)  of  the  annual  Value  of  6oC>  1.  abo^je  Reprizes,  uchich 
do  qualify  me  to  be  eleSied  and  returned  to  fernje  as  a  Member 

for  the  County  of  ,  according  to  the  Tenor  and 

true  Meaning  of  an  ASl  pajfed  in  the  <^th  Year  of  her  late 
Majefiy  ^een  Anne,  [intitled.  An  Acl  for  fecuring  the- 
Freedom  of  Parliaments,  by  the  further  qualifying  the 
Members  to  fit  in  the  Houie  of  Commons)  and  that  my 
faid  Lajids,  Tenements,  or  Hereditaments  are  lying,  and  be- 
ing ^within  the  PciriJheSy  To^vnjhips,  and  Places  mentioned 
■in  the  Particular  hy  me  gi'ven  in  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons :  And  in  cafe  fuch  Ferfon  is  returned  to  ferve 
for  any  City,  Borough,  or  Cinque-Port,  then  the  faid 
Oath  lhall  relate  duly  to  the  Value  of  300  /.  per  annum, 
and  be  taken  to  the  fame  EiFe<5l  [mutatis  mutandis)  as  is 
hereby  prefcribed  for  the  Oath  of  a  Perfon  to  ferve  as  a 
Member  of  fuch  County  as  aforefaid  :  Which  Oath  fhall 
be  folemnly  and  publickly  made  between  the  Hours  of 
nine  in  the  Morning,  and  four  in  the  Afternoon,  by  eve- 
ry fuch  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  at  the 
Table,  in  the  Middle  of  the  faid  Houfe,  and  while  a 
full  Houfe  of  Commons  is  there  duly  fitting,  with  their 
Speaker  in  his  Chair. 

And  whereas,  contrary  to  the  true  Meaning  of  the 
Laws  now  in  being,  for  regulating  the  Eledors  of  Par- 
liament, to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  Shires  and  Stew- 
artries  of  that  Part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  fome 
of  the  Freeholders  and  Eledors  have  fomctimes  pre- 
funied  to  feparate  themfelves  from  the  general  Meeting 
of  the  Freeholders  and  Eledors,  and  have,  to  make  dif- 
puted  Eledions,  eledled  feparately  a  Member  to  ferve  in 
Parliament,  and  certiiied  fuch  Eledion  to  the  Sheriff,  or 
other  Returning  Officer  ;  which  Practices  are  of  dange- 
rous Confequence  :  For  the  preventing  the  like  for  the 
future.  Be  it  declared  and  enaded  by  the  Authority  afore- 
faid, That  all  fuch  Separations  and  Certifications  are, 
and  fhall  be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  illegal,  and  utterly 
null  and  void,  and  that  no  Prefes  or  Clerk,  or  other 
Perfon  vv^hatfoever,  fhall  prefume  to  return  any  Perfon 
to  the  Sheriff  or  Returning  Ofiicer  pother  than,  and  ex- 
cept 
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cept  the  Prefes  and  Clerks  chofen  in  the  Place  where 
the  Sheriffs  Court,  or  Steward's  Court,  is  iifaally  heldj, 
by  the  Majority  of  the  Freeholders  and  Eledlors,  inroi- 
led,  and  upon  Pain  to  forfeit  as  in  the  Cafe  of  a  falfe 
Return). 

And  be  it  further  enaded,  by  the  Authority  aforefaid. 
That  any  Sheriff,  or  other  Returning  Officer,  who  fhall 
take  upon  him  to  make  a  Return  of  any  other  Perfoa 
but  who  is  certified  to  him  by  the  Clerk  and  Prefes  of  the 
faid  Meeting,  to  have  been  eleded  by  the  Majority  of 
the  Freeholders  inrolled,  fliall  be  liable  to  forfeit  and  pay 
I  goo/.  Sterling  y  over  and  above  the  Penalties  by  Law,- 
inticled  upon  Returning  Ofhcers  making  falfe  Returns* 
And  be  it  further  enaded,  by  the  Authority  aforefaid. 
That  all  pecuniary  Penalties  inilided  by  this  A61,  lhall 
be  to  the  Informer  or  Profecutor,  who  fhall  profecute 
the  OiFender  or  Oltenders,  to  Conviftion,  with  full  Coils, 
where  fuch  Penalties  fhall  not  exceed  the  Sum  of  loo  /. 
And  of  all  other  Penalties  hereby  inflifted,  two  Thirds 
fliall  be  to  fuch  Informer  or  Profecutor,  with  full  Cofls^ 
and  the  other  Third  to  the  Poor  of  the  Parifh,  or  Place 
where  the  Oifence  fliall  be  committed ;  and  the  faid  Pe- 
nalties fliall  be  recovered  by  A<Slion  of  Debt,  Bill,  Plaint, 
or  Information,  in  any  of  his  Majefty's  Courts  of  Record 
at  Wejiminfter^  or  before  the  Lords  of  the  Selfion  in  Scot- 
land refpedively.  And  in  none  of  the  Cafes  aforefaid, 
fhall  any  Eflbign,  Privilege  of  Parliament,  or  other  Pri- 
vilege, Protedlion,  or  Wager  of  Law,  be  granted  or  al- 
lowed, nor  any  more  than  one  Imparlance.  Provided 
always,  that  every  Information,  Adlion,  or  Profecution,. 
grounded  upon  this  Ad,  fliall  be  commenced  within  the 
Space  af  one  Year,  next  after  the  Caufeof  A dion  fliall 
arife,  or  the  Offence  he  committed,  and  not  afterwards.. 

The  firfl  Part  of  this  Bill  was  drawn  up  upon  occafion 
of  a  pretended  Eledion  for  the  Borough  of  Minehead  (ont 
a  Vacancy  there)  in  favour  of  Mr.  Richard  Laney  wha 
took  the  Writ  from  the  Perfon  ordered  to  convey  it  to 
tlie  Returning  Officer,  and  kept  it  in  his  Pocket  till  the 
very  Day  of  Eledion,  and  yet  he  efcaped  unpunifhed,. 
though  the  Meflfenger  direded  to  carry  the  Writ  was 
taken  into  Cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  ;  The  other 
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^arts  of  this  Bill  are  home  againft  Bribery,  falfe  Returns, 
and  the  Influence  of  the  Exchequer,  and  to  the  utmoft 
flrict  as  to  the  Ellates  and  Qualifications  of  Members  of 
Parliament.  Upon  the  whole,  this  Bill  was  glorioufly 
defigned  ;  and  I  hope  to  fee  the  Time  (though  it  may 
not  be  very  foon)  when  it  will  be  enacted  into  a  Law. 

Thus  I  have  gone  through  my  Narrative,  or  Hiftory 
of  the  Septennial  Parliament,  the  firft  of  its  Kind  in 
Great  Britain  j  whereby  I  have  demonftrated  how  truly 
they  have  diftinguiihed  themfelves  in  the  making  many 
excellent  Laws,  and  rejecting  of  others  ;  in  their  ftrict 
Attachment  to  our  ancient  Conflitution,  and  not  altering 
the  fame  above  once  in  a  Seffion  ;  in  guarding  the  Rights, 
Liberties,  and  Properties  of  the  Subject,  like  true  Watch- 
men, upon  all  Emergencies  ;  in  relieving  thofe  Perfons 
for  whom  the  public  Faith  was  engaged,  and  the  pu- 
nifhing  of  Cheats  and  National  Robbers  ;  in  eafmg  our 
Pockets  of  the  Burden  of  our  Coin,  and  defigning  us 
Barracks  for  our  future  Refidence ;  and  laftly,  in  all 
thefe  their  Wifdom  and  Penetration,  as  well  as  Juftice. 
and  Equity  ;  on  all  which  Accounts,  I  think,  I  may 
fay,  they  have  vaflly  exceeded  all  that  ever  went  before 
t}5.em. 
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An  E{[ay  on  the  PraSfice  of  Btock-jolhingy 
and  fame  Remarks  on  the  right  Ufey  and 
regular  Improvement  of  Money.  In  a 
Letter  to  a  Gentleman^  and  a  Propri-^ 
etor  of  South-Sea  Stock. 

By  Thomas  Gordon,  Efq^-^ 

Anno  1724. 

SIR, 

I N  C  E  you  was  pleafed  to  Gommunicate  your 
Deiire  to  know  my  Sentiments  and  Opinion  con- 
cerning the  modern  Pradlice  of  Stock-jobbing ; 
in  Compliance  with  your  Requeft,  I  fend  you  my  im- 
partial Thoughts  in  this  Letter  ;  which  comes  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  the  irregular  Method  of  acquiring 
Riches  by  Stock -jobbing,  was  always  inconfiftent  with 
my  deliberate  Judgment,  as  being  contrary  to  the  natu- 
ral and  clear  Didates  of  Reafon,  as  well  as  the  plain 
Admonition  of  Confcience,  dire(fling  and  inftruding  us 
to  govern  our  Words  and  Actions,  according  to  the 
(Iridt  Laws,  and  facred  Rules  of  Truth,  Juilice,  and 
Equity. 

By  the  Pradlice  of  Stock-jobbing,  I  think  it  neccfiary 
to  inform  you,  that  I  apprehend  and  mean  thofe  guile- 
ful Arts,  and  unjull:  Attempts,  which  are  ufed  to  raife 
and  fink  the  public  Stocks  of  this  Nation  with  no  other 
View,  or  better  Defign,  than  to  gratify  the  immoderate 
and  infatiable  Defires  of  feme  covetous  and  ambitious 
Perfons,  at  the  Expence  of  leflening  the  Subflance,  and 
procuring  the  irreparable  Lofs  and  Calamity  of  others^ 

Thefe  irregular  and  deceitful  Methods  of  growing 
rich,  and  obtaining  a  plentiful  Eftate  with  great  Dif- 
patch  and  Speed,  have  been  (fometimes)  mamtained  and 
carried  on,  partly  by  spreading  falfe  Reports  concern- 
ing the  public  Affairs,  either  Foreign  or  Domeftic,  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  may  influence  the  Buyers  and  Sellers 
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of  Stock  5  and  partly  by  forming  clandelline  Clubs,  atid 
fccret  Cabals,  to  invent  divers  Schemes,  and  various 
Projects,  promoting  the  unequal  Advantage  and  Interefl 
of  ieparate  Parties,  and  exciting  Difcord  and  Sedition. 

But  more  efpecially  thefe  extraordinary  Means,  and 
effectual  Meafures  of  attaining  and  increafmg  Wealth, 
have  been  further  advanced,  and  in  a  great  Meafure, 
fupportcd  by  a  peculiar  Cuftom  of  giving  Money  for 
the  Refufal  of  Stock,  and  obliging  one  Perfon  to  tranf- 
fer  and  deliver  it  to  another  at  fuch  a  diftant  Time,  and 
particular  Price,  as  is  agreed  on  between  the  feveral 
Parties  concerned,  who  generally  make  it  a  verbal  Con- 
trad,  By  Advantage  whereof,  it  happens  at  certairt 
Times,  that  a  large  Quantity  of  Stock  is  locked  up,  and 
kept  from  being  bought  or  fold  for  a  confide rable 
while,,  and  the  Remainder  being  reduced  to  a  lefTei: 
Bulk,  more  eafily  is  raifed  to  an  immoderate  Height,  by 
the  leading  Men,  and  chief  Managers  of  their  ]3efign, 
who  always  embrace  the  fudden  Opportunity  of  felling 
large  Parcels  of  their  own  Stock,  in  fuch  a  favourable 
and  lucky  Seafon  ;  whilfl  that  which  continues  unfold,, 
foon  after  finking  faller  than  the  former  rofe,  by  this 
crafty  Device,  is  brought  to  a  much  lower  Price,  and 
fmaller  Value ;  which  often  occafions  an  irretrievable. 
Damage  in  the  Eflates  and  Fortunes  of  the  other  Pro- 
prietors. 

Some  Perfons,  who  endeavour  to  difguife  and  colour 
bad  Aftions  with  quaint  Words,  and  fpecious  Phrafes, 
call  this  artful  Management  by  the  French  Terms  of 
Tineffe  and  Chicanery y^sihioh  really  is  no  better,  nor  worf^ 
than  gainful  Fraud,  and  profitable  Knavery. 

By  which  Means,  and  by  the  Invention  of  fuch  fubtle. 
Projeds,  and  cunning  Contrivances,  a  great  Number  of 
lioneft  and  well-meaning  People,  are  not  only  liable  to 
i)«  deprived  of  Part  of  their  lawful  Property,  and  are 
cxpofed  to  the  conftant  Hazard  of  many  bitter  Difap- 
^ointments,  and  grievous  Misfortunes  ;  but  the  EngUjh 
Nation  in  general,  perhaps,  at  fome  Time  or  other,  wiU 
be  in  Danger  of  having  its  Strength  impaired,  and 
Riches  exhaulled  ;  in  as  much  as  the  extraordinary  Pro^ 
fit,  and  excelTive  Gain  which  redounds  to  the  Stock- 
Jobbers  Ii^tereft^  will  always  encourage. and  invite  Strang- 
ers, 
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crs  and  Foreigners  to  come  hither,  in  hopes  of  purfuing 
the  fame  delightfu-l  Game,  and  making  the  fame  Ad- 
vantaee,  as  others  have  done  of  the  Rife  of  Stock  ;  which 
being  exchanged  for  current  Money,  by  feverai  Wayd- 
may  be  trantmitted,  and  conveyed  from  this  Nation,  to 
other  remote  Countries. 

I  do  rot  pretend  pofitively  to  afiert,  or  foretel,  that 
the  common  Praftice,  and  fafhionable  Cailom  of  Stock- 
jobbing, will  certainly  be  attended  with  any  fuch  terri- 
ble Calamity  ;  but  I  am  fully  perfuaded  by  impartial 
Reaion,  and  convinced  by  Experience,  that  thofe  many 
artful  Means,  and  particular  Meaiures  which  have  been^ 
concerted,  and  ufuaily  are  employed  to  raife  Stock  to 
an  exceiTive  Price  above  its  due  and  intriniic  V aiue  ;  and 
chiefly  the  forementioned  Praclice  of  giving  Money  for 
the  Refufal  of  Stock,  and  makingr  fiditious  Contracts 
and  Bargains,  does  naturally  tend  to  produce  great  Dif- 
quietude,  anxious  Trouble  and  Sorrow  in  the  Minds  of 
private  Perfons ;  and  in  like  manner  does  contribute  to 
ibw  the  Seeds  of  public  Contention,  v^ild  Diforder  and 
Confufion  ;  and  feems  to  prefage  (if  not  by  proper  Au- 
thority prevented)  further  Mifchief,  and  other  future 
Difafters.. 

As  the  general  Happinefs  and  Welfare  of  any  parti-, 
cular  Kingdom  or  Nation,  does  very  much  conhil  and 
depend  on  the  common  Induflry  and  Frugality  of  its  nu- 
merous People  and  Inhabitants,  the  regular  Improve- 
ment of  Trade,  the  free  Circulation  of  F/Toney,  and  its 
jufl  Application  to  all  the  ufeful  Ends  and  Exigencies  of 
Life  ;  ib  nothing  contributes  more  to  impovenfh  a  Na- 
tion, than  to  encourage  and  countenance  crafty  and  ill>- 
defigning  Perfons  to  invent  unrighteous  and  felf  intereft- 
ed  Schemes  (under  the  fpecious  Pretence  of  doing  Good) 
and  give  an  ill  Example  of  getting  Riches  by  diflionour- 
able  and  injurious  Ways,  by  reftraining  or  fuppreffmg 
the  current  Coin,  by  an  unequal  and  lavifh  Diilributiou 
of  it  to  fome,  and  by  prohibiting  the  Ufe  of  it  to 
thers,  and  by  hindering  the  neceifary  Growth  and  In^- 
creafe  of  Trade  and  Commerce. 

If  we  truly  refledl  on  the  unhappy  Circumftances  of 
thofe  who  have  lately  formed  a  black  and  execrable 
Confpiracy  againft  a  juft  and  merciful  Prince,  and  well- 
regulated 
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regulated  Government,  it  appears  very  probable,  that 
feveral  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  and  others,  concerned  ia 
that  Confpiracy,  have  been  made  the  wretched  Tools 
of  mercenary  Stock-jobbers. 

Such  Perions  who  delight  to  fifh  in  troubled  Wa- 
ters, never  fail  to  v/atch  and  improve  every  convenient 
Opportunity  of  embroiling  the  peaceable  State  of  pub- 
lic Affairs,  whenfoever  it  ferves  their  private  Intereft,  or 
gratifies  their  covetous  Defires  ;  and  forafmuch  as-  any 
iudden  or  furprizing  Tumult  raifed  among  the  Popu- 
lace, gives  them  a  greater  Pov/er  to  depreciate  the  Cre- 
dit of  the  Nation,  and  fmk  its  various  Stocks,  when  it 
promotes  their  ambitious  Defigns,  or  turns  to  their  per- 
ibnal  Advantage. 

it  is  a  melancholy  Confideration,  and  cannot  but  ex- 
cite painful  Impreilions  of  fmcere  Grief,  and  lively 
Sorrow  in  every  generous  and  compaiilonate  Perfon,  that 
purveys  the  ruinous  Eire£ls,  and  pernicious  Confequences 
of  Stock-jobbing. 

How  many  *  People  of  all  Ranks  and  Conditions, 
have  fufrered  the  Lofs  of  a  connderable  Part  of  their 
rightful  Property,  and  neceiTary  Means  of  their  Subfift- 
ence,  and  ha,ve  Reafon  to  date  their  AfHidion  from  that 
very  Time  in  which  they  consented  to  fubmit  their  va- 
rious Eilates  and  Fortunes  to  the  adventurous  and  un- 
fkilful  Management  of  unjuiVf  Diredors,  and  ambiti- 
ous Stock-jobbers. 

If  we  confuit  the  Wifdom  of  former  Ages,  and  en- 
quire into  the  ancient  Cultoms  and  Ufage  of  other  Na- 
tions, juftly  celebrated  for  their  prudent  and  excellent 
Condud,  in  governing  the  People  committed  to  the  fu- 
preme  Magiftrate's  Charge,  we  lhall  find  by  fearching 
their  refpedlive  Records,  that  the  moft  eminent  Legifla- 
tors  have  framed  feveral  good  and  righteous  Laws,  to 
punifh  all  criminal  Diforders  of  this  Nature. 

The  X  ancient  Roinans  had  no  lefs  than  Five  Laws  to 
reform  the  common  and  excellive  Abufes  of  Money, 
and  many  others  were  made  and  enadled  by  them,  to 
regulate  extravagant  Expences. 

*  The  Subfcribsrs  of  the  Annuities  in  tie  Year  Jjao* 
^  The  late  South  Sea  Diredlors. 
t  See  Kenneth  Roman  Ant^uities, 

The 
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The  ye^ivs  inhabiting  a  fertile  and  plentiful  Country, 
and  being  amply  furniOied  with  the  diflinguifhed  Blef- 
fings  of  Nature  and  Providence,  were  exprefly  com- 
manded by  God,  not  to  receive  any  Profit  or  Advan- 
tage from  II  Ufury  amongft  their  Native  Countrymen. 

Although  this  Precept  does  not  immediately  concern 
us,  dwell  in  a  different  Climate,  and  being  a  trad- 
ing People,  are  governed  by  different  Laws  ;  neverthe* 
lefs,  it  ought  to  inftrud  us,  that  true  Riches  do2s  not 
confiil  in  calle6ling  ufelefs  Hoards  of  Pelf,  and  per- 
verting the  needful  Aids  and  Service  of  Money,  to 
promote  the  bafe  and  little  Defigns  of  covetous  and 
v/orldly-minded  Perfons  ;  but  ought  rather  to  be  em- 
ployed in  Acls  of  Piety  and  Charity,  in  fetting  the 
induilrious  Poor  to  work,  in  improving  and  increafmg 
the  natural  Produds  of  the  Earth,  in  cultivating  ufe- 
fal  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  advancing  folid  Learning,  and 
univerfal  Knowledge  to  the  utmoll:  Perfection. 

Anionorll:  the  many  excellent  Lavv s  and  Statutes  which 
our  Englijh  Legislature  has  formed  for  the  Benefit  of 
Mankind,  and  good  of  PoiteriLy,  fuch  of  them  as  here- 
tofore have  been  enat^ed  by  our  Anceftors,  to  reClify 
the  irregular  Abufe  of  Money,  and  reform  the  vicious 
Excefs  and  Expence  thereof  (excepting  thofe  Laws  whicli 
relate  to  Gaming  and  Ufury)  are  either  difufed,  as  ex* 
ceeding  old,  and  out  of  Date,  or  being  temporary,  and 
limited  to  a  particular  Time,  are  now  expired. 

As  nothing  is  more  evident  than  that  Money  is  an  un- 
profitable Drug,  and  carries  little  or  no  intriniic  Value, 
unlefs  it  is  circulated  in  Trade,  and  exchanged  for 
Things  more  valuable  ^  whereas  Land  and  live  Stock 
increafe  by  keeping,  and  Manufa6lures  are  ufeful  whilil 
kept.  It  would  be  a  noble  Defign,  and  richly  deferving 
the  due  Applaufes  of  all  honeft  and  upright  Men,  iif 
fome  proper  and  expedient  Method  could  be  invented, 
to  turn  our  current  Money  into  its  right  Channel,  by 
augmenting  foreign  and  domellic  Trade,  and  efpecially 
by  promoting  the  neceffaryand  laborious  Arts  of  Tillage 
and  Hufoandry  ;  a  competent  Portion  whereof  employed 
thit>  v/ay,  would  be  found  more  profitable  and  condu- 
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cive  to  the  real  Welfare  and  Advantage  of  Mankind^ 
tlian  the  Wealth  of  both  the  Indies^  fhould  it  be  locked 
up,  and  lie  unimproved  in  covetous  and  uncharitable 
Perfons  Hands. 

According  to  the  Computation  of  an  ingenious  *  Au- 
thor, it  appears  a  manifefl  Truth,  that  the  yearly  Re- 
venue arifmg  from  the  Labour  of  our  E'ngUJh  People,, 
amounts  to  near  eight  or  nine  Times  as  much  as  tlfe  an- 
nual Pvent  of  all  the  plowed  Lands  throughout  the  King- 
dom. 

And  fuppofmg  there  are  ten  Millions  of  Acres  of  waf.e 
Land,  if  Five  1  houfand  Poor  that  v/ant  Employment^ 
were  fet  to  v.  ork  in  cuitivatine  the  fixth  Part  of  the  fore- 
faid  waile  Lands,  would  make  the  v^hole  yearly  Produdl 
to  the  Kingdom  u'orth  above  two  Millions  Sterling  % 
which  annual  Profit  computed  at  tv/enty  Years  Purchafe, 
it  adds  more  than  forty  Millions  Sterling  to  the  general 
Stock  and  Value  of  the  Nation ;  and  upon  the  whole 
Tract  and  Extent  of  waile  Land  throughout  the  King- 
dom, v/e  might  keep  two  Millions  and  a  half  of  People 
more  than  v/e  have,  and  by  this  Means  add  an  immienfe 
Treafure  to  the  Value  thereof. 

From  whence  it  may  plainly  be  inferred,  and  clearly 
feen,  that  next  to  the  Favour  of  God,  upon  the  Increa.fe 
of  regular  labouring  People,  does  very  much  depend 
the  greateH  Weakh,  Strength  and  Honour  of  the  Na- 
tion. 

The  Kingdom  and  Empire  of  Chi?7a,  is  ten  times  as 
big  as  Great  Britain,  and  y^et  there  is  no  wafte  Land 
in  that  fpacious  Country,  and  (as  it  is  generally  faid) 
they  are  the  richell  People  in  the  World ;  and  thougk 
they  have  tv/enty  times  more  Inhabitants  than  we,  yet 
the  Poor  there  are  well  and  decently  clad,  and  are  all 
employed  ;  they  providing  fuitable  Work  even  foi'  the. 
Lame,  Blind  and  Dumb. 

Our  Riches  confiil  very  little  in  our  Money,  in  Coiil- 
parifon  of  the  other  Parts  of  our  Eftates ;  for,  what  is 
iburteen  Millions  of  Money  in  this  Kingdom,  to  three 
hundred  Millions  which  the  Nation  may  be  valued  at  j 
pr  the  Money  every  private  Man  is  Mafcer  of,  in  Com.- 

*  Belleri  on  Trade;,  and  Dr.  Davcnanth  Effay  on  Ways  and' 
Means. 

parifoa 


Practice  of  Stock  jobbing.  89 

parifon  of  the  Value  of  all  the  reft  of  his  Eliate  in 
Land,  Houfes,  or  Goods. 

I  remember  the  late  celebrated  Archbifliop  of  Cam" 
brny,  in  fome  Part  of  his  Book  (called  Ihe  Ad'^oentures  of 
Teiemachus)  compares  a  rich  and  populous  City,  a- 
bounding  with  a  great  Number  of  ufelefs  Artifans,  and 
a  barren  uncultivated  Country  around  it,  to  a  Perfon 
that  has  a  Head  of  an  extraordinary  Bulk,  and  prodi- 
gious Size,  and  all  his  other  Parts  extremely  confurned, 
and  almoil  walled  to  a  Skeleton. 

Wherefore  no  Perfon  has  Reafon  to  overvalue  him- 
felf  on  account  of  his  imaginary  Wealth,  confiiling  in 
Heaps  of  hoarded  Money,  numerous  Stocks,  or  coilly 
Furniture  ;  fmce  all  thefe  are  but  the  Carcafe  of  Riches, 
without  the  Labour  of  the  People,  and  fo  long  as  Co- 
vetoufnefs  eats  out  the  Life  and  Soul  of  them. 

As  it  is  the  undoubted  Right  and  Privilege  of  every 
Subjed  of  Great  Britain^  to  feek  and  implore  a  Redrefs 
of  Grievances,  from  the  fupreme  and  illuflrious  AiTem- 
bly  of  the  Nation  \  with  due  SubmiiTion  it  is  earneftly 
defired  by  many  fmcere  and  public -fpirited  People,  that 
fome  peculiar  and  eiFedual  Means  would  be  ufed  to 
prevent  and  fupprefs  the  Mifchief  of  fraudulent  Stock- 
jobbing ;  either  by  declaring  all  fiflitious  Contracts  here- 
after illegal  and  void,  which  fhall  not  be  immediately 
complied  with,  and  punctually  fulfilled  ;  and  by  inflidi- 
ing  a  proper  Punifhment  on  all  Perfons  ailuming  a  falfe 
Power,  and  pretending  to  fell  and  buy  Stock  for  them- 
felves,  or  others,  v/ho  have  neither  Money  to  purchafe, 
nor  Stock  to  deliver  ;  or  by  fuch  other  Ways  and  Pvleans 
as  (hall  feem  moft  advifeable  and  agreeable  to  the  fage 
Council  and  confummate  Wifdom  of  the  Parliament. 

At  the  fame  time  it  is  mvich  to  be  wifhed,  and  fur- 
ther defired,  that  fome  additional  new  Laws,  by  the 
fupreme  Legiilature,  would  be  made  and  eftablillied,  aa 
well  for  the  Advantage  and  Benefit  of  Trade,  as  for  the 
Improvemicnt  of  Manufactures,  for  the  Enlargement  of 
Hofpitals  and  Workhoufcs,  for  the  Relief  and  Support 
of  the  miferable  Poor  refiding  and  continuing  in  Gaols 
and  Prifons  (as  being  reduced  to  extreme  Diftrefs,  and 
treated  with  greater  Rigour  and  Severity  in  this  Nation 
than  other  Countries.)  But  more  particularly  for  employ- 
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ing  the  induflrious  Poor  in  tilling  and  improving  feme 
Part  of  thofe  wafle  Lands  within  this  fpacious  King- 
dom, which  hitherto  Jiave  lain  neglected,  and  never 
been  cultivated. 

By  which  Means,  and  by  the  Favour  and  Prote£lion 
of  divine  Providence,  it  is  exceeding  probable,  that  the 
public  national  Credit,  which  has  lately  been  diminifhed 
by  the  unhappy  Schemes,  and  unfuccefsful  Projects  of 
Stock-jobbers,  at  length  would  be  reftored  to  its  former 
Luftre,  and  ancient  Dignity ;  our  Trade,  and  various 
Stores  increafe,  and  folid  Wealth  and  Plenty,  lafHng 
Profperity  and  Happinefs,be  tranfmitted  to  future  Ages^. 
and  fuccesding  Generations. 

/  am,  S  I 

Aii^  faithful  Sir*vmtti  ^C* 


Jn 
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An  authentic  Narrative  of  the  late  Pro-* 
ceedings  and  cruel  Execution  at  Thorn  ; 
ivith  two  Letters  written  upon  that  Oc- 
cafion  by  Britannicus,   in  the  London 

•  Journal.  T^o  which  is  prefixed^  An  Ac-- 
count  of  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of 
the  City  of  TYioxn. 

By  Thomas  Gordon,  jE/^^ 

Anno  1725. 

m  INTRODUCTION. 

To  give  a  particular  Account  of  FruJTm,  and 
the  Privileges  of  its  Cities,  I  mufl  begin  from 
the  lirft  Inftitution  of  thofe  Knights  who  conquer- 
ed it.  This  happened  about  the  Year  iioo,  or 
very  little  after  \  but  fo  inconMerable  was  the  Founda- 
tion, that  no  Notice  was  taken  of  them  till  the  Year 
1 190  or  91,  when  an  Expedition  to  the  Holy  Land  was 
undertaken  by  Richard  I.  of  England^  and  Fhilip  of 
France  ;  but  thefe  Adlions  are  foreign  to  my  prefent 
Purpofe.  I  lhall  juft  obferve,  that  thefe  Knights  were 
called  Fratres  Hoffitii  Hierofolymitani,  for  their  great  Hof- 
pitality  ;  Mariani^  for  their  Devotion  to  the  Virgin 
Mary  j  I' eutonici,  from  their  Nation,  being  all  Germans  ; 
Equites  Cruciferi^  from  their  Arms ;  and  are  ftill  known 
by  the  Name  of  the  T eutonic  Order. 

About  the  Year  1203,  another  Order  of  Knight%  call- 
ed Enjiferi,  appeared  in  the  North ;  and  in  35  Years,  the 
whole  Time  of  their  Duration,  they  took  from  ths 
Danes,  Re^vel,  Ejionia,  and  all  that  belonged  to  them 
in  Li-oonia,  But  finding  tke  Enemy  too  ftrong  for 
them,  and  the  fecond  Great  Mailer  being  dead,  they 
propofed  calling  in  to  their  Afiiftance  the  pov/evful 
Teutonic  Order,  which  was  upon  the  Point  of  being 

quite 
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quite  driven  out  oiFalefilne^  as  not  having  fufRcient  Forces 
to  witliHand  the  Saracens,  Thefe  readily  embraced  the 
OiTer,  and  in  the  Year  1238,  they  were  united  in  the 
Prefence  of  the  Pope,  retaining  the  Name  of  the  Teuto- 
nic  Order, 

FriiJJta  was  at  this  Time  inhabited  by  Heathens,  who 
were  very  troublefome  to  ConradaSy  Duke  of  Mafo^ia, 
who  called  the  Teutonics  to  his  AfTiftance  ;  and  they 
readily  engaged  in  a  War  againll  the  Pagans :  But  not- 
withilanding  all  their  Bravery,  and  feveral  Crufadoes  that 
were  raifed  in  their  Favour,  they  were  53  Years  before 
they  conquered  all  PruJJta,  and  extirpated  the  Na- 
tives ;  but  at  length  they  effeded  it,  and  all  that  Tra6l 
of  Land  became  fubjedl  to  the  great  Mailer  of  that  Or- 
der. 

But  in  Procefs  of  Time^  thefe  Knights,  corrupted  by 
Wealth  and  Power,  grew  very  degenerate,  and  exercifed 
fuch  Tyranny  over  the  People,  that  FruJJta  was  ripe  for 
a  Revolt  ;  and  Vladijlaus  Jagello,  the  brave  King  of 
Foland,  having  in  a  pitched  Battle,  overthrown  the 
Knights,  the  moll  adjacent  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  fnook 
off  the  Yoke  they  groaned  under,  and  put  themfelves 
under  that  Monarch's  Prote6tion ;  and  all  FruJJia  had 
done  the  farne,  had  not  the  Pope  interpofed  between 
them  and  by  his  Mediation  it  was  agreed,  that  feventy 
Towns  and  Callles,  which  were  fpecified,  Ihould  be  de- 
livered to  the  King  of  Poland,  and  the  remaining  Part 
of  FruJJia  Ihould  be  held  by  the  Teutonic  Order,  as  a 
Fief  of  the  Kingdom  of  Poland,  In  which  State  it 
continued  till  lOC?,  when  all  that  Tract  called  Ducal 
FruJTia,  was,  with  Sovereign  Power,  transferred  to  the 
illu^rious  Houfe  of  Brandenburgh,  and  that  Part  called 
Royal  Fruffia  was  to  remain  to  the  Crown  of  Poland  j 
which,  however,  was  not  at  that  Time  wholly  under  its 
Subjection,  fome  Part  of  it,  particularly  Thorn,  being 
then  taken  from  them  by  Saveden, 

The  Knights  of  this  Order,  or  at  leaft  the  Remains 
of  them  who  were  under  a  Heer-Meiller,  were  obliged 
to  retire  to  Li<vonia,  where  they  again  carried  on  feve- 
ral  Wars.  After  the  Reformation  of  Martin  Luther, 
they  accepted  the  ConfelTion  of  Augsburg,  as  did  the 
gi;eateil  Part  of  FmJJja  ;  and  the  full  and  free  Exercife 
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of  their  Religion  was  granted  them,  provided  they  would 
I,  tolerate  the  Roman  Catholics  amonait  them  ,•  but  the 
Knights  being  at  lall  worfied  by  their  Neighbours,  were 
obliged  to  feek  the  Protection  of  the  neighbouring  Po- 
I  .tentates.  The  Town  Rcuely  with  Part  oi  Ejioiiia^ 
made  Peace  with  Snj.-eaen,  and  paid  Homage  to  Eria^Sy 
whilft  the  Pleer-Meilter  and  the  Marquis  of  Branden- 
lurg  did  the  fame  to  tlie  King  of  Folandy  for  themfeives 
and  ail  thofe  Places  which  had  formerly  belonged  to 
(  them,  and  which,  as  fall  as  they  could  be  recovered  from 
the  Enemies,  fhould  alfo  appertain  to  the  Crown  of  Fo- 
land,  and  Great  Dutchy  of  Lithuania',  but  upon  Con- 
dition, that  the  King  and  his  SuccefTors  fhould  maintain, 
them  in  the  Confeliion  of  Augsburg,  and  not  fufrer  any 
Innovations  to  be  made  therein  ;  but  fhould  confirm  to 
all  the  Provinces  their  Privileges,  Laws  and  Liberties  in 
Temporal  and  Spiritual  Things,  iifc  This  Fa^a  Sub- 
je^ionis  being  concluded,  was  fworn  to  on  both  Sides,  at 
a  Dyet  held  at  V/ilna,  the  28th  of  No^ei?iber,  in  thq 
Year  1561,  and  is  confirmed  by  every  King  of  Poland 
in  the  Oath  he  takes  at  his  Election,  when  the  Mainte- 
nance of  the  eilablifhed  Religion  in  the  feveral  Parts  of 
his  Dominions,  is  folemmly  promifed. 

In  the  War  between  Charles  Gufla^vus  of  S'weden,  and 
John  Cafimir,  King  of  Foland,  fome  Part  of  Polijh  Fruj- 
Jia  was  conquered  ;  amongfl  others,  the  S^'cdes  took 
Thorn  in  the  Year  1655  ;  but  the  King  dying,  and  his 
Succeffor  being  but  five  Years  old,  the  Treaty  which 
had  been  begun  in  his  Life-time  was  renewed,  and  the 
Monaflery  of  Qli^a  pitched  upon  for  the  Place,  where 
it  was  at  length  concluded,  and  figned  the  3d  of  M^^y, 
1660,  between  the  Foles  and  S-Jcedes  as  Principals,  and 
the  Emperor  and  Elector  of  Brandcnbtirgh  as  Allies, 
each  Party  becom.ing  Guarantee  for  the  whole  Treaty, 
The  King  of  France  too  appeared  as  Mediator  and  Gua- 
rantee ;  but  the  Emperor  refuung  to  accept  him  as  fuch, 
he  was  not  named  in  the  Treaty  exchanged  with  his  Im- 
perial Majefly.  It  was  at  the  fame  time  ilipulated,  that 
at  the  Exchange  of  the  Ratifications,  each  treating  Par- 
ty fhould  have  the  Liberty  of  naming  other  Guaran- 
tees, by  which  means  the  Elector  of  liano^er  alfo  be- 
came onC;.  ^ 

By 
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By  this  Treaty,  Thorn  and  the  other  conquered  Places 
were  reilored  to  ?oland,  with  this  Covenant  *,  That 
the  Towns  of  Foii(h  Frujfia^  which,  during  this  War, 
have  been  in  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Snx-eden^ 
**  Power,  {liall  likewiie  preferve  all  their  Rights,.  Liber- 
"  ties  and  Privileges,  in  Matters  Eccleftaftical  and  Civil, 
Vv'hich  they  had  enjoyed  before  this  War  (in  preferving 
the  free^  Exercife  of  the  Catholic  and  Proteftant  Reli- 
gion,  as  they  had  before  the  War)  and  his  Pclijh  Ma- 
jefly  lhall  have,  for  the  future,  the  fame  Goodnefs  he 
*^  formerly  had  for  them,  and  defend  with  the  fame  Care 
^*  the  Territories  of  thofe  Towns,   their  Magiflrates, 
**  Communities,   Citizens,  Inhabitants,  and  Subjects. 
They  fhall  lii^ewife  have  Power  given  them  to  repair 
and  rebuild  the  public  and  private  Edifices  ruined  by 
the  War,  fe'r. 

The  City  of  Thorn  is  governed  by  a  Prefident,  a  Vice- 
Prendent,  a  Burgrave,  a  Vice-Burgrave,  and  the  City. 
Council,  who,  according  to  their  Charter,  ought  all  of 
them  to  be  Lutherans  :  They  difpofe  of  the  Command 
of  the  Militia,  and  the  Officers  too  fliould  be  Lutherans ; 
but  they  are  to  tolerate  the  Roman  Catholics  amongfl 
them.  There  has,  fmce  the  Reformation,  been  a  very 
fine  College  there,  where  the  Lutheran  Youth  of  Poland 
in  genera},  ufed  to  be  educated,  the  bell:  Churches  of  the 
Place  were  theirs,  even  fmce  the  Peace  of  Ollva,  that  is, 
within  thefe  65  Years :  But  they  have  been,  by  Degrees, 
very  much  encroached  upon  by  the  Roman  Catholics,  ef- 
pecially  by  the  Jefuits,  v/ho  having  got  a  College  there 
alfo,  feduce  as  many  of  the  Lutheran  Youth  as  they  can-: 
Nor  do  they  care  by  what  Means  they  compafs  their 
Ends  ;  for  if  they  can  but  once  excite  a  Quarrel,  they  are 
fure  to  get  by  it ;  for  though  the  Mob  fhould  do  no  Mif^ 
chief,  they'll  take  Care  to  do  enough,  and  lay  it  upoil 
them. 

The  Voles  are  very  great  Bigots ;  and  having  now  in- 
tirely  fubjected  thefe  Towns,  which  at  firft  only  put 
themfelves  under  the  Protection  of  the  King,  they  ufe 
them  in  a  very  arbitrary  Manner  ;  and  if  a  religious  Dif- 
ference arifes,  they  have  generally  no  Regard  to  Juftice 

*  Treaty  of  O./'z/^^  Art.  a.  p.  3.  Puffcn,  de  Reb*  Sue, 

Of 
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or  Treaties,  but  facrifice  all  that  dare  oppofe  the  Catho- 
lics. By  thefe  Means  T/w//  has  fuffered  more  than  once  ; 
and  the  Jefuits,  who  are  never  accufed  of  being  over 
confcientious,  know  how  to  make  the  beft  U(e  of  this 
Spirit  of  Bigotry,  and  to  acquire  new  PoiTelTions,  and 
new  Riches,  which  they  have  no  Title  to.  An  Example 
of  which  was  feen  in  this  lafl  Commotion  ;  for  though 
it  was  evidently  known,  that  the  College  of  the  Jefuits, 
with  all  their  Furniture,  i^c,  was  not  worth  above 
^0,000  Florins  at  mod,  yet  they  offered  to  fwear  the 
Damage  they  had  fuflained  at  30,600.  The  Commif- 
fioners,  after  having  examined  into  the  Mifchief  done, 
allowed  them  22,000,  which  was  about  double  of  what 
they  really  fuffered,  \^  hether  from  the  Mob  or  themfelves, 
befides  which,  the  Vice-Prefident's  Floufe  and  Gardens, 
adjoining  to  the  College,  was  given  to  them. 

In  the  other  Differences  that  have  happened  between 
the  Jefuits  and  the  unhappy  Lutherans,  the  latter,  tho' 
nlvv  ays  the  leaft  guilty,  have  always  been  punifhed,  and 
the  former  rewarded  ;  but  this  was  never  done  in'fo  fla- 
grant a  Manner  before  ;  Till  now  they  contented  them- 
felves with  fining  them,  or  taking  a  Church  at  a  Time  ; 
but  by  this  lafl  Judgment  againil  the  Proteflants,  they 
have  deprived  them  of  their  Rights,  Eilates,  Religion, 
and  Lives. 

That  what  I  here  fuggefl:  has  real  Foundation,  and 
^  that  the  Jefuits  themfelves  were  the  original  Contrivers 
and  Fomenters  of  this  Tumult,  with  this  Viev/,  appears 
clearly  from  the  Letters  of  the  Kings  of  Denmark  and 
FruJJia ;  and  that  the  Roman  Clergy  have  been  at  all 
Times  capable  of  fuch  a  Conduct,  is  alfo  undeniably 
evident,  from  a  Letter  written  by  Sir  Henry  AW///^, 
Ambaflador  in  France^  to  Secretary  Cecill. 

There  happened  upon  Corpus  Chrifti  Day  lafl  at 
Limoges^  a  Matter  which  doth  eafily  difcover  the  Paf- 
"  fion  and  Malice  yet  remaining  in  the  Popifh  Side  here 
againfl  the  Proteilants.    Certain  Priefls  themfelves 
•*  we  nt  into  the  Church  in  the  Night,  and  broke  down 
"  fome  Images,  and  (as  they  fay)  call  the  Sacrament 
**  about  the  Church.    In  the  Morning  the  People  af- 
**  fembling,  a  great  Exclamation  was  made  by  the  Priefls 
of  this  Outrage,  and  fome  principal  Men  of  the  Re- 
S|  ligion 
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ligion  in  that  Town,  charged  by  Name  to  be  the  Do- 
ers  of  it.  The  People  by  and  by  grew  in  Fury,  and 
would  have  proceeded  to  the  preibnt  Execution  of 

^  them,  taking  Arms,  as  I  am  informed,  for  thatPur- 
pofe,  and  the  other  Side  arming  themfelves  likewife 
for  their  own  Defence.  Monfieur  de  Salignac,  Go- 
vernor  of  the  Town,  arriving  and  examining  the  Mat- 
ter,  foimd  that  one  of  the  Religion  was  charged  by 
Name  to  have  been  an  Actor  in  it,  who  had  been  in 
his  Company  all  that  Night :  Whereupon,  fufpecting 
the  Matter,  he  caufed  fome  of  the  principal  Accufers 
to  be  feverely  examined,  and  namely,  one  offered  to 
depofe  that  he' had  feen  this  Man  there,  whom  Mon- 
lieur  de  Saligfiac  knew  to  be  abfent  ;  and  threatening 
him  with  the  Torture,  drew  the  ConfelTion  from  him 

*^  of  the  whole  Pradice,  and  that  they  had  done  it  to 

"  the  Intent  to  have  moved  the  People  to  a  Sedition, 
and  to  have  cut  the  Throats  of  them  of  the  Religion  : 

^'  Hereupon  fome  of  them  were  apprehended,  and  fome 

*^  fled.  What  Juflice  will  be  done  hereupon  is  much 
e:??pe£led.    This  Matter  will  be  difguifed,  I  am  fure, 

*^  to  your  Honour,  by  the  French  Ambaffador ;  but  this 
is  the  Truth  of  it,  as  I  received  it  from  Monfieur  de 
BelUc'vre^  of  whofe  Sincerity  1  find  more  Caufe  daily 
to  believe  than  in  Monfieur  de  VilIeroy\  ;  who,  when 
I  w^-^.s  with  him  at  Conftansy  denied  that  there  was  any 
fuch  Matter  at  all,  and  fmce  hath  fought  to  difguife  it 

*^  to  me  as  much  as  he  could,  fuppreifrng  all  that  touch- 
eththe  Prieils."    Winujooi^  ColL  Vol.  I.  p.  55.  Aiin^ 

1599. 

The  Behaviour  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  'Poland upon 
this  Occaiion,  is  very  rem.arkable,  and  agreeable  to  the 
Condudl  of  this  woril:  Part  of  their  Clergy ;  for  the  Letters 
from  Warfanjo,  Cracow,  Lemherg^  and  other  Places  in  Po- 
land fay,  that  the  dreadful  Execution  at  Inborn  has  filled 
both  the  Romifh  Clergy  and  common  People  with  extra- 
ordinary Joy  ;  and  as  there  is  no  other  Popifh  Country, 
where  People  of  Diftindion,  as  well  as  the  Vulgar,  pay 
more  Reverence  and  Devotion  to  Images  than  they  do  in 
the  abovefaid  Kingdom,  fome  are  flill  of  Opinion,  that 
this  Execution,  as  fevere  as  it  was,  is  no  fufhcient  Atone- 
ment 
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ment  for  the  Profanation  of  fuch  an  Image  as  that  of  the 
holy  Virgin. 

But  we  hope  there  will  foon  be  fome  efFeclual  Methods 
taken  to  redrtfs  thefe  unhappy  Sufferers  at  I'horn ;  for' 
befides  the  Letters  inferted  in  the  following  Papers,  it  is 
affured  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  has  written  to  the 
King  of  Poland  with  his  own  Hand,  on  their  Behalf ;  and 
from  Berlin  we  have  Advice,  that  his  F ruffian  Majelly 
having  been  informed,  that  the  Roman  Catholics,  not- 
withilanding  their  enormous  and  unheard  of  Proceedings 
at  Thorn,  are  ftill  going  on  with  their  Perfecutions,  and 

I  labouring  at  the  total  OppreiTion  of  the  Proteilant  Citi- 
zens of  that  Tov/n,  has  r  fent  to  his  Polijb  Majefty  at 

1  Drejdcn  another  Letter,  in  much  ftronger  Terms  than  the 
former,  conciuding  that  his  Folijh  Majefty  would  be 
pleafed  to  interpole  and  exert  his  Royal  Authority  to  put 

;  a  Stop  to  thefe  farther  Proceedings ;  in  Default  whereof, 

I  he  fays,  he  muft  expecl  to  fee  this  Affair  redreiTed  in  an- 

I  other  Manner,  and  with  great  Eclat. 

An  authentic  Narrative  of  the  late  Pro- 
ceedings and  cruel  Execution  at  Thorn. 

THE  Tumult  at  Thcrn^  and  the  Proceedings 
thereupon,  have  made  fo  much  Noife  in  the 
World,  and  the  Affair  fo  nearly  concerns  the 
i  Froteflant  Litereft  and  the  Reformed  Religion  in  general, 
\  that  it  is  highly  requifite  an  authentic  Account  of  it 
I  fliould  be  delivered  down  to  Poilerity,  and  every  origi- 
i  nal  Piece  preferved  that  relates  to  it. 
j  This  Affair  was  long  talked  of,  before  we  could  come 
at  any  real  Account  of  it.  The  fir  ft  Piece  which  can 
I  be  called  authentic,  was  that  v/hich  was  fent  by  the 
j  Council  of  that  City  to  the  King  of  Poland^  and  is  as 
}  follows : 
1 

ON  the  1 6th  of  July,  (O.  S,)  the  ordinary  Proceffion 
being  arrived  at  St,  James\  Church-yard,  which 
j  Church  had  been  taken  from  the  Lutherans,  contrary  to 
I  the  Peace  of  Olinja,  there  were  there  a  great  Number  of 
I  the  Citizens  Childfen  to  fee  the  ProceffiQn  pafs,  with 
i      Vol.  IL  E  their 
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their  Hats  under  their  Arms,  according  to  Cuftom  ;  but 
a  Student  of  the  Jefuits  College,  not  fatisfied  with  that 
Mark  of  Civility  and  Rerpe<^,  would  needs  have  them 
kneel  down,  and  gave  them  bad  Language  and  Blows. 
About  two  Hours  after  the  ProcefTion,  the  fame  Student, 
with  feveral  of  his  Comrades,  came  again,  and  infulted 
feveral  other  young  People,  without  the  leaft  Provoca- 
tion on  their  Part ;  but  in  the  End,  this  troublefome 
young  Man  was  feized  by  the  Soldiers  of  the  Garifon, 
and  brought  to  the  Guard,  after  he  had  wounded  feveral 
Citizens  with  Stones.  Next  Day  the  Students  got  toge- 
flicr  again,  and  meeting  one  of  the  Citizens  whom  they 
had  abufed  the  Day  before,  they  would  oblige  him  to 
get  their  Comrade  fet  at  Liberty  ;  but  the  Man  had  the 
good  Fortune  to  get  out  of  their  Hands,  and  went  for 
Safety  to  his  own  Houfe,  whither  they  purfued  him 
Sword  in  Hand.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Prefident  of  the 
Gity  had  given  Orders  for  fetting  the  Student  at  Liberty, 
at  the  Requell  of  the  Redor  of  the  Jefuits  College  ;  but 
another  Student  being  likewife  carried  to  the  Guard- 
Room,  his  Comrades  would  oblige  the  Prefident  to  fet 
him  at  Liberty  alfo,  which  he  refufed  to  do  till  he  had 
fpoke  to  the  Re^lor.  Upon  this  the  outragious  Stu- 
dents ran  furioufly  to  the  Guard-Room,  to  refcue  their 
Comrade ;  but  being  repulfed,  they  fought  to  revenge 
themfelves  upon  a  Townfman,  whom  they  purfued 
Sword  in  Hand  to  the  Burgrave's  Houfe,  where  he  took 
Shelter.  After  that,  they  attacked  a  Lutheran  Student, 
who  was  at  the  Door  of  his  Lodgings  in  his  Night- 
Gown  ;  whom  they  dragged  by  the  Hair  as  far  as  their 
own  College,  threw  him  into  the  Canal,  and  beat  him 
feverely  :  Which  done,  they  fallied  out  with  Sabres  in 
their  Hands,  and  wounded  feveral  People  that  came  to 
the  Student's  Affiftance  ;  but  the  Prefident  having  fent 
thither  the  Town-Guard,  they  were  obliged  to  betake 
themfelves  to  their  College.  The  Prefident,  at  the  fame 
time,  reclaimed  the  Lutheran  Student,  but  the  Redor 
would  not  let  him  go  till  the  Student  of  his  College  was 
fet  at  Liberty  firft.  Whilft  this  Exchange  was  making, 
fome  of  the  Trained-Bands  of  the  Town  were  ordered 
to  poft  themfelves  before  the  Jefuits  College,  to  proted 
i^em  from  the  enraged  Populace  j  but  when  the  Students 

fired 
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fired  upon  them,  and  threw  Stones  from  within,  it  was 
not  poflible  to  reftrain  the  People,  who  forced  open  the 
Gate,  and  were  doing  what  they  could  to  revenge  the 
Students  Cruelty  ;  when  in  that  very  Inftant,  the  Town- 
Clerk,  who  had  got  the  Lutheran  Student  fet  at  Liberty^ 
came  and  obliged  them  to  retire.  It  was  then  thought 
that  the  Riot  was  over ;  but  the  Guards  that  were  poll- 
ed before  the  College  had  fcarce  marched  off,  when  the 
Students  from  within  fired  again,  and  threw  Stones  at 
I  the  People,  who  forced  open  the  G  ate  again,  plundered 
tlie  College,  and  committed  great  Diforders,  till  a  De- 
tachment of  the  Garifon  and  Trained  Bands  came  to  the 
Jefuits  AlTiflance,  and  difperfed  the  People,  ^c,  j 

To  invalidate  this  Account,  the  Jefuits  drew  up  an-' 
other,  which  they  alfo  difpatched  to  Court,  which  ran 
thus : 

A  faithful  and  true  Catholic  Account  of  the  horrid  Tumulty 
and  moji  barbarous  Profanation  of  the  Chapels,  and  fa- 
cred  Oratories^  together  ivith  the  o^verthrowoing  of  tht 
Altars^  fulling  do%vn  and  afterwards  facrilegioufly  burn^ 
ingy  in  the  open  Street,  the  Images  of  our  Sa<viour,  the 
moJi  blefj'ed  Virgin,  and  other  Zai^its,  accompanied  ivitk 
i'nfnite  Blafphemies  and  Mockeries  ;  and  lajlly,  of  the 
pillaging  of  the  nvhole  College  of  the  Jefuits  at  Thorn^ 
com?nitted  by  the  Hereticks  of  the  fame  City  y  on  the  Zjtk 
of]\x\Y  1724. 

LEST  the  Heretics  fhould,  according  to  their  Cuf* 
torn,  excufe  and  palliate,  by  artful  Lies  and  Ca- 
lumnies, their  impious  Attempts  and  Outrages,  we  fhal! 
here  give  the  Reader  a  Ihort,  but  faithful.  Account  o£ 
what  has  palled.  But  firft  of  all  it  will  be  necelTary  to 
lay  down  a  fundamental  Caution,  fulRcient  to  enervate 
and  invalidate  any  Accounts  that  cojne  from  Heretics, 
on  what  Head  foever.  This  Caution  is  grounded  upon 
the  very  Principles  of  their  Faith  :  By  which  it  will  ap- 
pear, that  even  in  worldly  Affairs,  infinitely  more  Cre- 
dit is  to  be  given  to  a  Catholic  Evidence  or  Writing,  than 
to  thofe  of  the  DifTenters  ;  fince  the  Roman  Catholics 
affcrt  and  believe,  that  they  are  able,  and  ought,  on 

E  2  Pain 
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Pain  of  eternal  Damnation,  to  keep  God's  Command- 
ments, whereof  the  following  is  not  the  la  aft,  Thoujhalf 
not  hear  falfe  Witfiefs  (much  lefs  in  Writing,  becaufe  it 
defcends  to  Pollerity)  againjl  thy  'Neighbour,  were  he  even 
a  Jen^j  :  Which  Commandment  the  Catholics  hope  and 
Urive,  with  the  Grace  of  God,  to  obferve ;  whereas  the 
Heretics  are  of  a  quite  different  Opinion,  maintaining 
an  Impoflibility  to  keep  God's  Commandments,  and 
confequently  the  abovelaid.  For  which  Reafon,  the 
Obfervance  of  God^s  Laws  is  what  troubles  them  the 
leaft  :  Nay,  they  are juftly  afraid,  that  the  more  they 
ibive  to  a6l  and  to  live  up  to  God's  Commands,  the 
xnore  they  trefpafs  upon  their  Syftem  of  Faith,  by  ob- 
ftinately  refifting  God's  pre-neceflitating  Will,  by  which 
they  are  a^uated  and  forcibly  influenced  in  all  their  Do- 
ings, v/hether  good  or  bad ;  infomuch,  that  fhould  they 
tell  any  Tr^ith,  or  do  any  Good,  through  their  own 
Choice  and  Free-will,  they  would  (in  their  Opinion)  be- 
tray a  Diffidence  as  to  the  only  faving  Faith,  and  detradl 
from  the  Fulnefs  of  Chrift's  Satisfaction,  and  his  infinite 
Merits. 

On  the  27th  of  Ju/y  laft,  being  one  of  the  holy  Vir- 
gin's Feftivals,  when  the  holy  Sacrament  was  carried  in 
ProeelTion  round  about  St.  James's  Cliurch,  a  mean  Lu- 
theran Burgher  came  to  gaze  at  it  with  his  Hat  on,  and 
uttered  feveral  Blafphemies,  with  an  Intent  to  provoke 
the  Catholics  ;  for  which  a  Student  of  the  Jefuits,  being 
foed  with  a  holy  Zeal  and  Lidignation,  chaflifed  him 
only  by  pulling  off  his  Hat.  No  fooner  was  the  Pro- 
celTion  ovjer,  but  the  Lutherans  gathering  together  in  the 
abovefaid  Church-yard,  without  regard  to  that  facred 
place,  a,nd  tjie  Church  Immunities,  fell  upon  the  faid 
Student,  beat  him  barbarjoufly,  aad  dragged  him,  cover- 
ed with  Blood?  to  the  Guard-Houfe,  where  this  Avenger 
of  God's  Honour  was  ignominioufly  kept  till  the  next 
Day  :  Upon  which  fome  Catholic  Students,  according 
to  their  Duty,  went  peaceably  to  the  Burgrave  of  the 
City,  moft  humbly  defiring  him  to  releafe  the  Frifoner, 
affuring  him  withal,  that  he  Ihould  appear  when  required. 
But  they  were  anfwered.  Let  thofe  who  committed  him 
releafe  him.  Then  they  went  to  the  Prefident  of  the 
City,  who  having  likewife  given  them  a  frivolous  An- 
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nver,  they  followed  the  Burgrave's  Adv^ice,  and  applied 
themfelves  to  the  Burgher,  whom  they  defired,  in  a  civil 
manner  to  get  the  Student  fet  at  Liberty,  fince  he  had 
been  the  Occafion  of  his  Confinement,  engaging  for  his 
Appearance  before  any  competent  Court ;  but  infteadof 
complying,  the  faid  Burgher  got  one  of  thofe  interceed- 
ing  innocent  Students  alio  committed,  without  the  leafi: 
Caufe  or  Offence  given.    The  Students  being  thus  baf- 
fled, went  again  to  the  Prefident,  in  order  to  foUicit  the 
Releafe  of  their  Comrade,  who  was  laft  committed  ;  but 
the  Prefident's  Domeflics,   far  from  admitting  them, 
laughed  at  them,  and  forcibly  turned  them  out  of  Doors 
witli  opprobrious  Language.    When  the  Catholics  per- 
ceived that  nothing  would  do,  and  being  no  longer  able 
to  bear  the  Injuries  this  Uncatholic  City  had  done  them, 
and  efpecially  of  late,  when  a  Student  of  a  noble  Family 
was  feized  in  his  Chamber  at  Midnight,  almoft  undref- 
fed,  to  the  great  Difgrace  of  the  Catholic  Nobility,  and 
from  thence  kicked  down  Stairs,  and  hurried  away  to 
Prifon,  where  he  was  kept  all  Night ;  and  though  his 
innocence  appeared  next  Day,  he  could  never  obtain 
any  Satisfaftion  for  the  Affront  given  him.    The  Jefuit 
Students  and  the  Nobility,  having  often  met  with  fuch 
premeditated  Treatments  from  the  Lutherans,  and  being 
afrefh  irritated  by  what  happened  laH:,  they  feized  and 
carried  away  a  Lutheran  Student,  though  without  the 
Knowledge  of  the  Fathers  Jefuits,  and  brought  him  into 
their  College  ;  however,  without  any  Defign  to  return 
the  fame  ill  Ufage,  but  only  in  View  to  exchange  this 
DifTenting  Student  for  the  two  Catholics  under  Arreil, 
afTuring  him  that  he  fhould  be  fet  free  again  without  any 
farther  Moleftation.    Bat  then  it  was  that  the  Mob  rofe, 
rot  fo  much  by  the  Connivance,  as  by  the  Inftigation  of 
the  Magiftrates,  the  Gates  being  purpofely  fhut  fooner 
that  Day  than  ufual,  having  for  their  Leader  the  Tov/n- 
Clerk,  who  excited  the  People  to  break  the  V/indows  of 
the  C'jllpge,  inftead  of  demanding  the  Lutheran,  who 
would  have  been  immediately  delivered  :   By  which  it 
was  evident,  that  they  aimed  not  fo  much  at  having  the 
Lutheran  Student  releafed,  as  to  fhew  their  Fury  and 
long  premeditated  Vengeance  againft  the  Jefuits,  for 
having  brought  over  fo  many  Lutherans  to  the  Catholic 
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Church.  Afterwards  they  broke  open  the  Doors,  whilfl 
the  City  Guards  which  were  come  up,  far  from  check- 
ing them,  encouraged  them,  in  Hopes  of  fharing  in  the 
Booty,  in  cafe  of  Reliftance :  But  feeing  that  the  Aggref- 
fors  were  in  no  Danger  from  thofe  within  the  Schools 
and  the  College,  who  were  only  armed  with  religious 
Innocence,  they  withdrew,  by  Order  of  one  of  the  Con- 
fuls,  who  did  not  fo  much  as  give  the  leaft  Rebuke  to  the 
AggrefTors.  Whereupon  the  enraged  Mob  feeing  their 
Cenfor  gone,  and  their  Crime  countenanced,  rufhed  fu- 
riouily  into  the  Schools,  broke  and  overturned  what- 
ever they  found  in  their  Way,  and  afterwards  forced 
open  the  Chapel  and  Oratories,  where  they  demolifhed 
the  Altars,  hewed  down  the  facred  Statues,  and  tore  and 
hacked  to  Pieces  the  Images,  and  efpecially  that  of  the 
holy  Virgin  ;  and  what  is  moll  abominable,  dragged  to 
the  public  Square  before  the  Schools,  the  Statues  of  the 
blefled  Virgin,  of  St.  Xa^verius,  Cafemir^  and  others, 
where  they  burnt  them  openly,  impioufly  exulting  and 
leaping  ail  the  while  over  the  Fire,  borrowing  thefe  blaf- 
phemous  Words  from  the  'Je'vos  and  Heathens,  l^o'w,  no^uUf 
Wmnan,  fmje  thyfelfl  fmce  the  Fapijis  boaji  fo  much  of  the 
Help  thou  ojfordefi  them  ;  and  then  fcoflingly  cried  out, 
Frvat  Jefusy  Maria,  Jofefh  !  And  not  contented  with 
having  thus  infulted  the  greateft  Saints,  they  returned  a 
fecond  Time  to  the  College ;  where  having  with  ftill 
greater  Fury  forced  the  Gates,  they  beat  and  abufed 
moft  cruelly  all  thofe  of  the  holy  Order  that  came  in 
their  Way  ;  moll:  of  which  were  obliged  to  hide  them- 
felv^s  in  Holes  and  under  the  Roof  to  fave  their  Lives, 
whilfl  thofe  Mifcreants  were  bufy  in  breaking  open  their 
Cells,  and  carrying  away  their  Goods  :  Which  done,  they 
forced  open  the  Chapel  Door,  which  was  curioufly  carved, 
Vv^ith  their  Hatchets,  cut  to  Pieces  all  the  Images  of  Saints, 
and  vented  their  unbounded  Fury  even  upon  two  Cruci- 
jfixes,  one  of  which  was  fplit  with  an  Ax,  and  the  other 
llabbed  with  Swords  and  fhattered  with  their  Fire-arms. 
Having  now  nothing  left  to  demolilh  and  to  rob,  they 
went  to  find  out  God's  Servants  to  put  them  to  Death  ; 
tipon  which  the  Commandant  of  the  City,  whofe  AlTift- 
ance  was  till  then  vainly  implored,  under  Pretence  that 
his  Men  w^xq  to  be  employed  againft  the  Enemy,  and 
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not  againfl  the  Citizens,  being  informed  of  the  utmoft 
Danger  the  Fathers  and  others  of  the  College  were  in^ 
thought  fit  to  appeafe  the  Tumult  at  Midnight,  by  for- 
xing  out  of  the  College  thofe  impious  Wretches  :  With- 
out which  Succours,  though  they  came  very  late,  all  the 
Jefuits,  and  even  all  the  Roman  Catholics  of  that  He- 
retic City,  would  probably  have  loll  their  Lives.  Hov/ 
they  have  behaved  themfelves  in  the  following  Days, 
and  what  they  have  done  after  more  mature  Deliberati- 
on ;  how  they  braved  afterwards  the  King  and  the  Se- 
nate's Authority  ;  and  how  they  almoft  renewed  the 
Sedition  when  the  Crown  Troops  were  fent  againU 
them,  is  fufiiciently  known,  and  fhews  a  premeditated 
Confpiration  againil  the  Catholics ;  which,  however,  we 
refer  to  the  Judgment  of  thofe  who  have  the  fupreme 
Judicature  and  Power  in  ^heir  Hands.  As  for  us,  we 
pray  heartily  for  their  Repentance,  and  that  they  may 
be  converted,  and  return  to  the  Communion  of  their 
Forefathers,  and  fo  live. 

[Thus  far  the  Jefuits  Account?^ 

^  I  Ihall  obferve  here,  that  this  Tumult  happened  much 
about  the  Time  when  they  were  chufing  Nuncios  for  the 
Dyet  j  or,  to  give  the  Englijh  Reader  a  jufterldea,  Mem- 
bers of  the  folijh  Parliament ;  and  thefe,  as  well  as  their 
Eledors,  the  Jefuits  thought  neceflary  to  fpirit  up  be- 
forehand in  their  Caufe :  Every  Su?iday  they  appeared  in 
the  Pulpits,  and  filled  the  Minds  of  their  Hearers  with 
the  Danger  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  the  Peril  they 
were  in  amongfl  falfe  Brethreris  Their  Difcourfes  prp- 
duced  the  defired  Effe<Sl ;  as  will  be  feen  when  I  come 
to  fpeak  of  the  Dyet. 

But  left  any  Time  fnould  be  loft,  they  difpatched 
ether  Emiffaries  to  Court  to  deny  and  confute  all  tho 
Proteftants  might  fay  ^  and  with  fuch  Succefs  there,  that 
CommilTioners  were  appointed  to  go  to  the  City  and  ex- 
amine into  the  Matter,  in  order  to  make  the  PvCport ; 
but  thefe  did  not  confift  of  an  equal  Number  of  Ca^ 
the  lies  and  Lutherans ,  as  the  Nature  of  the  Caufe  re- 
quired, but  was  a  Comipiihon  wholly  compofed  of 
Papifts,  Men  whom  the  Jefuits  knevv  they  could  very 
well  depend  upon. 
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Alarmed  at  the  News  of  this  CommifTion,  the  Lu- 
therans immediately  difpatched  an  Exprefs  to  Court,  to 
defire  that  the  Perfons  appointed  to  examine  into  this 
AfFair,  might  be  half  Lutherans  and  half  Papifts  ;  but 
in  the  mean  time  the  Comniiffioners  proceeded,  and 
ibon  difpatched  their  Bufinefs. 

The  Report  being  made,  Inllrudions  were  given  to 
the  AfTelTorial  Tribunal,  or  High  Court  of  Juftice,  to 
proceed  to  the  Trial  of  the  Proteftants  of  7 horn  ;  the 
Attorney-General  was  ordered  to  profecute,  and  the  Je- 
fuits  fent  in  their  Depofitions. 

The  Lutherans  now  faw  a  Storm  gathering  againfl 
them,  and  began  to  apprehend  the  Confequences  of  it  ; ' 
but  yet  they  flattered  themfelves,  that  when  brought  to 
a  Trial,  they  fhould  be  honourably  acquitted,  it  being 
their  Right  and  Privilege  to  be  tried  by  a  CommilTion, 
one  half  of  which  fhould  be  compofed  of  Proteftants ; 
but  they  only  flattered  themfelves^  that  Regard  would 
be  had  to  Right.  The  AfleflTorial  Tribunal  confifting 
alfo  of  all  flaunch  Roman  Catholics,  were  the  Perfons 
ordered  to  take  Cognizance  of  the  AfFair,  and  Sentence 
■was  foon  paffed  upon  the  Magillrates  and  others,  and 
that  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner  ;  for  far  from  be- 
ing prefent  at  their  Trials,  they  did  not  fo  much  as 
knov/  the  Day  when  they  were  to  come  on ;  nor  was 
the  Caufe  judged  upon  the  Place,  or  in  the  County 
where  the  Fadl  was  committed  ;  the  Criminals,  as  they 
were  deemed,  being  at  that  Time  exercifmg  their  Of- 
iice,  or  at  leaft  in  their  own  Houfes  at  Thorn,  whilft  the 
Profecution  againft  them  was  carrying  on  at  Warfanv, 

The  Sentence  or  Decree  pronounced  by  the  Afleflb- 
lial  Tribunal  on  this  Occafion,  was,  that  the  Prefident 
and  Vice-Prefldent  fliouldlofe  their  Heads,  for  not  hav- 
ing endeavoured  to  appeafe  the  Tumult,  as  they  were 
by  their  Offices  obliged  ;  and  that  their  Eftates  fliould  be 
confifcated  to  defray  the  Charges  the  Tov/n  had  been  at 
on  this  Occafion. 

Gerard  Thomas,  Burgrave,  and  ^inmerman.  Vice- 
Burgrave,  both  Lords  of  Ihoryi,  were  declared  infa- 
mous, and  incapable  hereafter  of  holding  any  Place  of 
Truft,  and  were  alio  to  be  imprifoned,  and  to  pay  a  cer- 
tain Fine  for  Negled  of  their  Duty,  in  not  having  pa- 
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cified  the  Tumult :  And  two  Officers  of  the  Garifon  of 
Thorri  were  fined  and  committed  to  the  Tower,  becaufe 
they  did  not  hinder  the  Populace  firing  again  upon  the_ 
Jefuits  College. 

Ha7'der,  Mcab,  and  Thirteen  more  fpecified  in  the 
Sentence,  were  condemned  to  lofe  their  Heads,  as  hav- 
ing been  the  firfl  AggrefTors  in  the  Jefuits  College ;  and 
-fome  others  accufed  of  having  burnt  the  facred  Image 
of  the  V^irgin  Mary,  were  fentenced  to  have  their  Right 
Hands  cut  oiF,  then  to  be  quartered,  and  their  Bodies  to- 
be  burned  under  the  G allows » 

The  Church  of  St. Maria  belonging  to  the  Lutherans, 
was  by  the  fame  Sentence  taken  away  from  them,  and 
giv^en  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  the  Lutherans  or- 
dered to  bay  Plate  for  the  Altar  to  be  there  ereded.  The 
Lutheran  College,  to  which  all  the  Proteftant  Youths  of 
Poland  and  Lithuania  ufed  to  be  fent,  is  to  be  removed 
a  League  out  of  Town.  The  Town  is  to  pay  the  Je- 
fuits for  the  Damage  they  have  received  in  the  Tumult, 
The  Magiftrates  and  Council  of  Thorn,  which  were  ail 
Lutherans,  according  to  their  Conflitution,  are  for  the 
future  to  confift  of  half  Protellants  and  half  Papifts,  and 
all  the  Ofhcers  mull  henceforv/ard  be  Roman  Catholics* 
Several  other  Citizens  were  fentenced  to  be  whipt  and 
imprifoned,  and  to  pay  a  Fine,  which  is  to  be  employed 
in  eredting  a  Pillar  in  the  Place  where  the  Image  of  the 
Virgin  Mary  v/as  burnt,  for  a  perpetual  Memorial. 

The  Nuncios  of  the  Dyet,  as  I  before  obferved,  had 
been  fpirited  up  in  this  Caufe,  and  that  to  fuch  a  De- 
gree, that  when  they  affembled,  they  refufed  entering 
upon  any  Affair,  till  the  Jefuits  fhould  have  received 
Satisfadion,  and  the  City  of  Thorn'  be  punifhed  for  the 
Kiot ;  and  this  certainly  haftened  the  Sentence* 

The  Dyet  not  content  that  this  Decree  was  given  by 
the  AfTefTorial  Tribunal,  fearing  left  it  fhould  be  miti- 
gated, ordered  it  to  be  brought  before  them  ;  although 
it  was  an  Affair  that  they  had  not  the  leaft  to  do  with,, 
nor  was  it  their  Bufmefs  to  take  any  Cognizance  of  it : 
But  notwithftanding  all  this,  it  was  brought  before  them, 
and  they  unanimoufly  (the  only  Inftance  of  their  Una- 
nimity during  their  fix  Weeks  fitting)  confirmed  it  into 
a  Law.    The  whole  Refolutions  of  the  Dyet  coxjfifted 
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tut  of  four  Articles  ;  and  This,  which  was  the  Third, 
was  much  longer  than  the  Two  firft,  though  they  related 
to  the  Safety  and  Proteftion  of  the  Kingdom.  I  am 
not  willing  to  quote  Authorities,  without  inferting  them 
at  length,  and  therefore  fhall  give  my  Readers  a  Tranf« 
lation  of  this  Article. 

in.  *  As  the  Inhabitants  of  Thorn,  in  Defiance  of  the 
^  Conftitutions,  and  the  Decrees  of  our  ferene  Prede- 

*  ceffors,  and  even  in  Contempt  of  all  Laws  both  Di- 
^  vine  and  Human,  have,  by  the  Connivance  of  their 

*  Superiors,  and  upon  a  flight  Occafion,  lifted  up  their 

*  infolent  Hands  againft  the  Perfons  and  Places  dedi- 

*  cated  to  God,  wherein  they  have  behaved  thenifelves 

*  with  the  greateft  Boldnefs  and  AiTurance,  becaufe  the 
^  like  Diforders  pafied  formerly  with  Impunity  ;  info- 

*  much,  that  the  orthodox  Religion,  the  public  Safety^ 

*  and  the  Liberty  of  the  Church,  have  not  only  fufFered 

*  great  Violence,  but,  which  is  yet  more  fcandalous,  the 

*  Laws  are  become  contem.ptible. 

*  And  forafmuch  as  it  highly  concerns  us,  and  the 

*  States  of  the  Republic,  that  our  Subjeds  and  Inha- 

*  bitants  fhould  live  peaceably,  and  mutually  fupport 

*  one  another ;  therefore,  to  the  End,  that  inftead  of  fa 

*  manifeft  Contempt  of  God  and  the  whole  Coeleftial 

*  Hierarchy,  facred  Perfons  and  Gods  upon  Earth  {hould 

*  be  reverenced  and  refpefled  according  to  the  divine 
«  Will,  and  that  the  Laws  of  the  Kingdom  be  likewife 

*  maintained,  the  Decree  iffued  from  our  AfTelTorial  Tri- 

*  bunal  at  the  Inftances  of  our  Soliicitor-General,  and 

*  the  Reverend  Fathers  the  Jefuits  of  the  College  of 
^  Thorn,  againft  the  Magiftrates  of  the  faid  City,  the 

*  Seditious  and  Ringleaders  of  theTumult,  fliall  be  forth- 
^  with  executed  in  its  full  Extent :  We  hereby  ftridly 

*  charge  our  Crown  Generals  to  affift  the  Commiflaries 
^  appointed  to  execute  that  Sentence,  to  furnifh  and  to 

*  march  as  many  Troops  as  will  be  neceiTary  for  that 
Purpofe,  but  without  departing  from  the  Military  Dif- 

^  cipline  eftablifhed  by  the  new  Law/^ 

When  this  Decree  came  down  to  Thorn^  it  very  much 
furprizcd  its  Inhabitants  i  but  there  was  Time  enough 

left 
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left  for  his  Pr/(^^7/Majefty  and  the  other  Proteftant  Princes 
to  interpofe,  and  flop  the  Execution  of  the  Sentence  ; 
and  immediately  accordingly  the  Kings  oiFruJJia  and 
Denmark  difpatched  Exprefles  to  his  Folijh  Majefty,  with: 
the  following  Letters. 

7he  King  ^PrufliaV  Letter  to  the  King  of  YolzxA. 

WE  cannot  forbear  acquainting  your  Majefty  how 
deeply  we  have  been  aiftidled  by  the  fevere  Sen- 
tence lately  paffed  and  publilhed  againft  the  Inhabitants 
of  Thorn,  on  account  of  the  unhappy  Tumult  arifen 
there.  Nothing  indeed  could  more  move  our  Compaffion„ 
than  to  fee  thefe  poor  People  of  our  Communion  pro- 
ceeded againft,  not  only  with  Fire  and  Sword,  under 
the  Pretence  of  avenging  God's  Honour,  but  alfo  with 
taking  away  their  Church  and  School,  and  overturning 
the  Conftitution  of  that  City,  in  order  to  compleat  the 
Oppreffion  of  the  Proteftant  Inhabitants.  Had  the  City 
of  ^horn  been  guilty  of  an  open  and  avowed  Rebellion 
againft  your  Majefty,  and  even  of  the  higheft  Crimes, 
what  harder  Decree  than  this  could  have  been  pronoun- 
ced againft  them  ?  But  as  the  whole  Matter  in  CJueftion 
turns  upon  infiiding  Punifhments  for  a  Tumult  raifed  by 
the  Populace  againft  fome  wretched  Jefuits,  though  the 
fame  Tumult  has  been  malicioufly  occafioned  and  fo*- 
mented  by  the  fame ;  your  Majefty  cannot  but  judgCj, 
according  to  your  great  Wifdom,  that  the  fevere  Punifti- 
ment  determined  by  the  Sentence,  bears  no  manner  of 
Proportion  with  the  Excefs  committed  ;  and  that  it  is 
againft  all  Reafon,  that  for  the  Sake  of  a  few  People's 
Mifcarriage,  fo  many  Innocents  ftiould  fuiFer,  and  % 
whole  Town  be  ruined.  Nay,  all  the  reafonable  World 
will  naturally  conclude,  as  it  is  too  manifeft  by  the  num- 
berlefs  Circumftances  of  this  Affair,  that  fuch  a  terrible 
Sentence,  far  from  being  founded  upon  an  impartial 
Adminiftration  of  Juftice,  intirely  proceeded  from  a  v.e* 
uomous  Hatred  on  account  of  their  Religion,  inflamed 
by  all  the  Artifices  and  falfe  Suggeftions  of  the  Jefuits  5 
and  that  they  boldly  laid  hold  of  this  Opportunity  ta 
take  away  the  Lives  and  Eftates  of  the  poor  Diffenters 
at  Thgrny  and  even  to  deprive  them  at  once  of  their 
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Rights  and  Privileges.    Your  Majefty's  Juftice  and  Pro- 
penfion  to  proteft  Innocence  opprelled,  being  fo  well 
known,  we  hope  you  will  never  permit  the  Execution 
cf  fuch  a  bloody  Sentence,  by  which  the  Glory  of  your 
Majefty's  Reign  would  be  for  ever  tarnilhed.  We 
therefore  moft  earneilly  defire  your  Majefty  to  put  a  Stop  J 
to  that  Execution,  and  to  have  th^  whole  Affair  a-new  | 
;and  thoroughly  examined  by  an  impartial  CommifTion, 
compofed  of  juft  and  moderate  Members  of  both  Re- 
ligions ;  to  admit  the  Impeached  to  plead  and  defend 
their  Innocence  ;  and  if  any  be  found  guilty,  to  fhew 
rather  Mercy  than  the  ftridleft  Juftice  ;  and  efpecially  to 
protect  and  maintain  that  City  in  their  Privileges  and 
Liberties  ;  but  above  all,  to  prevent  the  Effufion  of  fo 
much  Chriftian  Blood,  which  cannot  be  fpilt  without  the 
greateft  Cruelty.    Your  Majefty  will  not  take  it  amifs 
that  we  concern  aurfeives  fo  far  for  that  City,  fmce  we 
are  bound  in  Confcience  to  do  it,  in  an  Affair  which  af- 
feds  thofe  that  are  of  the  fame  Communion  with  us ; 
befides,  that  we  are  fully  intitled  by  the  Peace  of  Oli^a 
tOr  ftand  up  for  the  Prefervation  of  that  City,  and  all: 
that  has  been  ftipulated  for  them,  as  well  as  for  the  other 
Cities  of  Polifi>  Pruffiay  by  the  Inftrument  of  the  faid 
Treaty,  and  to  defend  them  as  far  as  it  is  requifite.  We 
are  likewife  convinced,  that  the  other  Powers  concerned 
in  the  Peace  of  Olinja^  and  particularly  the  Guarantees, 
cannot  fee  with  Indifference,  the  faid  Treaty  of  Peace 
thus  infringed  and  invalidated  by  the  abovementioned 
"Execution.    On  the  other  hand,  your  Majefty  may  be 
afTured,  that  you  will  highly  oblige  as  well  Us  as  all 
other  Proteftant  Powers  in  Europe^  by  taking  under  your 
Protedion  this  poor  City,  almoft  reduced  lo  Defpair, 
and  preferving  it  from  the  utter  Ruin  it  is  threatned 
ivith,  and  which  may  be  attended  with  dangerous  Con- 
fequences.    We  refer  Us  to  what  our  Major-General 
land  Envoy  Extraordinary  Van  Sch^-wrin,  and  his  Brother 
our  CcHinfellor  of  Finances,  £ffr.  will  have  the  Honour 
to  reprefent  further  to  your  Majefty  on  that  Head.  I«i 
Expeftation  of  a  favourable  and  fo  much  defired  De- 
claration, We  remain,  isfcr 
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ne  King  cf  Denmark'/  Letter  to  the  Kifig  of  Poland. 

YOUR  Majefly  will  undoubtedly  call  to  mind  the 
feverai  Reprefentatioiis  we  have  made  to  you,  and 
to  the  Republic  of  Poland,  in  a  brotherly  and  cordial 
Manner ;  and  among  others,  thofe  we  have  made  by 
oilr  lall  Letter  of  the  14th  June,  in  favour  of  thofe 
■of  our  Co^nmunion  in  Poland  and  Lithuania^  who  are 
called  Nouconfor?jiijis,  and  who  are  daily  oppreiled  by 
the  Ropiifh  Clero-y. 

We. 'flattered  ourfelves,  that  our  InterceiTions  'would 
have^ engaged  your  Majefty  to  put  a  Stop  to  thofe  un- 
hea/d-of  Proceedings,  to  protect  their  Churches,  to 
cpufe  thofe  that  have  been  taken  from  them  fnice  the 
T'eace  of  OU<va  to  be  reftored,  to  m.aintain  them  in  the 
f  -peaceable  Exercife  of  their  Religion,  and  to  redrefs  all 
their  other  Grievances ;  and  we  founded  our  Hop€s  up- 
on your  Majeily's  known  Equity. 

But  we  have  feen  with  Grief,  that  not  only  your 
Majefty  and  the  Republic  of  Poland  have  entirely  dif- 
regarded  our  juil  Reprefentations,  but  alfo  that  they 
continue  to  take  away  their  Churches ;  and  that  they 
are  more  and  more  endeavouring,  under  any  Pretext 
and  by  indire(^  Means,  to  depri"ve  them  entirely  of  their 
Rights  and  Privileges,  confirmed  to  them  by  the  funda.- 
mental  Law  of  the  Kingdom  of  Poland, 

Our  Concern  increafed  beyond  ExprelTion,  when  we 
f^iw  the  dreadful  Sentence  of  the  laft  AlTefforial  Tribu- 
nal of  Warfanjo  againfl  the  poor  City  of  'Thorn  and  its 
Proteftant  Inhabitants,  by  which  feverai  Perfons  of  Note 
and  others  have  not  only  been  condemned  to  one  of  the 
rnoft  cruel  and  infamous  Deaths,  on  account  of  a  Tu- 
mult and  fome  ExcefTes  of  the  Populace  againfl:  the  Je- 
faits,  but  their  Church  moreover  taken  from  them,  their 
Schools  demoliflied,  the  Form  of  their  Regency  fubvert- 
cd  ;  in  a  Word,  their  Privileges  fo  dearly  bought  and 
coniirmed  by  the  Peace  of  Ollva,  defl:royed,  and  all 
without  other  Ground  than  the  falfe  Depofitions  of  the 
Jefuits,  and  the  Declarations  of  Witneftes  of  the  fame 
^?tamp  with  the  Jefuits,  without  giving  the  Accufed  a 
fufiicient  Time  to  prepare  for  their  Defence,  nor  fo 
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much  as  a  Hearing  ;  having  thus  being  condemned  in 
fuch  a  hafty  and  tumultous  manner,  that  few  Inftances 
can  be  produced  of  fuch  a  Partiality  and  Injuftice. 

This  affords  us  ground  to  believe,  that  the  Jefuits 
have  themfelves  raifed  this  Tumult,  with  a  View  to  have 
an  Opportunity  to  deprive  at  once  the  Proteftants  in  a 
molt  horrid  manner  of  their  Lives,  Honours,  Eftates 
and  Privileges :  The  rather,  fmce  the  Hatred  of  the  Ro^ 
man  Clergy  is  grown  to  fuch  a  Pitch,  that  unlefs  God 
interpofes,  the  Proteflant  Religion  will  be  utterly  extin- 
guifhed  in  all  Poland  and  Lithuania,  notwithftanding  the 
Precautions  taken  to  affure  their  Liberties  and  Privileges, 
as  well  by  the  fundamental  Lav/s  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Poland,  as  by  the  Capitulations  confirmed  at  the  Elec- 
tion of  fucceiTive  Kings,  and  even  by  your  Majefty  in  a 
mofl  folemn  manner,  and  by  the  moll  facred  Oaths. 

Your  Majefly  will  eafily  judge,  that  we  cannot  fee, 
without  the  deepell  Concern  and  CompafTion,  all  thofe 
unprecedented  Ferfecutions  againft  thofe  of  our  Com- 
;iiunion  :  And  we  hope  your  Majefty  will  have  Regard 
to  the  jufl  Prerogatives  of  that  poor  City,  and  take  tQ 
Heart  the  fad  Condition  it  is  reduced  to,  by  reverfmg 
the  unjuft  Sentence  of^ the  AjTeiTo rial  Tribunal  of  War- 
fa^v,  and  by  eilablifhing  an  impartial  Tribunal,  com- 
pofed  of  juft  and  moderated  Members  of  both  Religi- 
ons, in  order  to  examine  a-new  and  determine  that  Af- 
fair. 

By  fo  ading,  your  Majefly  will  not  only  do  a  Work 
acceptable  to  God,  who  can  no  ways  delight  in  the 
bloody  Sacrifice  of  fo  many  innocent  Perfons,  and  who 
has  referved  to  himfelf  alone  the  Power  over  Confci- 
ences  j  but  you  will  likewife  prevent  your  Glory  from 
being  tarnifhed  by  the  Execution  of  fo  many  valuable 
Perfons,  whofe  Blood  would  cry  to  Heaven  for  Ven- 
geance :  And  by  relieving  thofe  of  our  Communion, 
your  Majelly  will  give  us  a  fignal  Proof  of  your 
Friendfhip  towards  us,  which  will  engage  us  to  Ihew^ 
on  all  pccafions^  that  we  are  with  Attachment,  l^c, 

FREDERICK  IV. 
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•  Thefe  Intercefiions  produced  no  Effecl,  for  about  the 
Beginning  of  Decemhei^,  Prince  Luhomirfky  came  before 
^horn  with  2400  Men,  of  the  Crown  Troops,  which  were 
pofted  in  all  the  Avenues ;  after  which,  he  fent  a  De- 
tachment of  150  Dragoons  into  the  City,  to  fecure  all 
fuch  as  were  fpecified  in  the  Decree  iflued  out  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  at  V/arfavj.  MeiT.  Rofner  and  C^ar- 
vichi  one  the  Prefident,  and  the  other  Vice-Prelident, 
were  feized  in  the  Morning  in  the  Church,  during  di- 
vine Service.  The  Dragoons  having  thus  executed 
their  Orders,  Prince  Lubomu-Jky  entered  the  City  with 
800  Men,  and  ordered  prefently  a  Scaffold  to  be  erected.. 
The  City  Council  would  have  made  an  Appeal  to  the 
;King,  but  the  Prince  oppofed  it  ;  however,  three  or  four 
Exprefles  were  difpatched,  one  of  which  was  fent  to 
the  King,  with  moft  fubmifTive  Reprefentations  and  En- 
treaties to  grant  a  Refpite,  to  get  Time  for  the  Proteft- 
ant  Powers  to  interpofe  their  good  Offices  ;  urging 
withal,  that  the  Clemency  the  Emperor  has  of  late  {hew- 
ed to  the  City  of  Hamburgh^  might  ferve  as  a  Precedent 
for  that  of  l^hom  ;  and  the  rather  fmce  by  the  Tumult 
at  Hamburgh,  where  the  Imperial  AmbaiTador's  Hotel 
and  Chapel  were  demoliihed,  the  Majeily  of  the  Em- 
peror was  flruck  at ;  whereas  the  Tumult  at  Thor?!  was 
only  attended  by  fome  Diforders  committed  in  the  Col- 
lege of  the  Jefuits  5  and  yet  his  Imperial  Majefty  con- 
tented himlelf  with  laying  a  Fine  upon  the  City  of 
Hamburgh,  and  obliging  the  Magiftrates  to  fend  a  fo- 
lemn  Deputation  to  Vienna  to  afk  Pardon.  But  the  Je^ 
fuits  fearing  thefe  Reprefentations  fhould  take  Effect, 
engaged  Prince  Ltihomirfki  to  difpatch  likewife  an  Ex- 
prefs  to  the  Court,  not  only  to  prevent  the  fufpending 
of  the  Execution,  which  was  fixed  on  the  15th  of  De- 
cember, but  to  get  Leave  to  have  it  done  eight  Days 
fooner  ;  in  which  having  fucceeded  according  to  their 
Wifhes,  it  was  performed  on  the  7th,  when  ten  Perfons 
were  executed  :  The  Particulars  of  which  are  as  fol- 
low : 

At  One  o'clock  in  the  Morning,  the  Cavalry  entered 
the  City,  and  furrounded  the  old  Town  Houfe  :  At  Five 
o'clock  M.  Rofner,  Firft  Prefident,  was  condudled  thi- 
ther from  his  own  lioufe  by  twenty  Soldiers,  and  imme- 
diately 
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diately  beheaded  in  the  Inner  Court  by  the  Light  of 
Fiambleaux.  At  Eight  o'Clock  the  Infantry  v/ere  polled 
at  the  four  Avenues  of  the  Market^  in  the  Middle  where- 
of the  ScaiToki  was  ere6led ;  and  an  Hour  after  Mefu 
Ma  font  y  Hcrtncts^  Becker  ^  Marty,  and  Mens,  were  pub- 
lickly  beheaded,  tlieir  Right  Hands  having  been  firll 
cutoff.  Soon  after,  M^^.  Karoefcy  HafenJ^  z.ndL  Schul- 
ten  underwent  the  like  Execution  upon  the  fame  Scaf- 
fold, with  this  Addition,  that  their  Bodies  were  afterwards 
burnt  under  the  Gallows.  A  Butcher's  Boy,  who  clofcd 
that  bloody  Scene,  had  his  noble  Parts  torn  from  him, 
and  flapped  in  his  Face,  before  he  was  beheaded,, 
wliofe  Body  was  afterwards  quartered.  At  three  o'Clock 
in  the  Afternoon,  the  Commiifioners  wlio  had  alnfled  at 
this  horrid  Execution,  went  to  the  great  Lutheran  Church 
of  St.  Maria,  accompanied  by  fome  Bernardi7ie  and  Car^ 
?nclite  Friars,  to  take  FoffeBion  of  it  \  and  the  next  Day 
they  fung  ^ e  Dcum  in  it,  affifted  by  the  Jefuits  and  ths 
other  Roman  Clergy  of  that  City,  to  give  folemn^Thanks 
for  having  their  Vows  accompliihed. 

M.  Czarnich,  Vice-Frefident  of  Thorn,  has  obtained 
his  Pardon  from  the  King  of  Poland,  but  he  lofes  his 
Place,  and  his  Houfe  adjoining  to  the  Jefuits  College  is 
conhfcated  for  the  Benefxt  of  thofe  Fathers  ;  belides 
which,  he  is  to  pay  a  confiderable  Sum  of  Money.  A 
Citizen  named  Ucyder,  who  in  the  Tumult  had  returned, 
one  of  the  Students  of  the  Jefuits  a  Slap  on  the  Face,, 
and  flood  condemned  to  die  for  it,  is  likewife  pardoned, 
after  having  abjured  the  Lutheran  Religion..   M.  Rofner^ 
the  Prefident,  might  have  faved  his  Life  on  the  fame 
Condition,  but  he  manfally  preferred  Death,  which  he 
fuffered  like  a  true  Martyr.    Since  the  Execution  of  the 
7th,  feveral  Citizens  have  been  whipped.  The  Writings 
of  the  Lutheran  Miniflers,  who  have  mad^  their  Efcape 
from  Thorn,  have  been  burnt  by  the  common  Hangman 
at  the  four  Corners  of  the  Tov/n  Houfe^    The  Keys  of 
the  great  Lutheran  Church  haying  been  delivered,  tho* 
with  Proteflation,  into  the  Hands  of  the  Commiihoners, 
they  gave  the  fame  on  the  Day  of  the  Execution,  to^tibre' 
Bernardinc  Fryars,  who  confecrated  that  Church  the  next 
Day ;  fo  that  the  Lutherans  were  obliged  to  perform  di- 
vine Seridce  in  the  Houfe  where  the  Elders  meet.  The 
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Jefuits  had  drawn  up  and  given  in  an  Account  of  the 
Damage  they  pretend  to  have  fuffered  in  that  Tumult, 
amounting  to  30620  Florins ;  but  the  Palatine  Rehinjki^ 
One  of  the  CommiiTioners,  reduced  it  to  22000  Florins, 
half  of  which  Sum  has  been  already  paid  down,  and 
the  reft  alTigned  upon  the  Revenues  of  the  City  Lands. 
This  done,  the  Commiflioners  made  the  Inventory  of  all 
the  Eifeds  of  the  Prefident  who  had  been  beheaded. 

They  tell  us,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  King  of  P^?- 
land  would  willingly  have  moderated  this  Sentence^  and 
fpared  the  Lives  of  thofe  who  fufFered,  had  he  not  been 
•prevented  by  the  Precipitation  of  the  CommiiTioners  of 
the  AlfefTorial  Tribunal,  who  haftened  the  Execution, 
and  *  had  it  performed  eight  Days  fooner  than  v/as  at 
firft  intended  :  And  to  pro v^e  this,  they  quote  a  Letter 
written  by  him  to  thofe  Magillrates  of  I'horji,  v^ho  had 
■petitioned  in  behalf  of  the  Vice-Prefident,  and  of  Vv'hicli 
the  following  is  a  Copy. 

THE  Contents  of  your  mofl  humble  IntercefTion  m 
favour  of  John  Henry  Czermck,  Vice-Prefident 
Burgomafter,  dated  the  9th  Indant,  have  been  refpedlr- 
fully   communicated  to    us  :    As  we  take  much  at 

•  Heart  the  fad  Condition  which  the  good  City  of  norn 

•  has  been  reduced  to  by  the  late  Tumult,  after  having 
been  otherwife  expofed  to  great  Calamities,  we  had 
heartily  wifhed  that  the  Conjanftures  could  have  per- 
mitted to  pronounce,  in  our  Name,  a  lefs  rigorous  Sen- 
tence, or  at  leaft  to  moderate  it  in  its  Execution  :  And 
the  Pardon  we  have  granted  of  our  ov/n  Accord,  eveu 
before  your  Letter  of  Interceflion  arrived,  will  fhew  you, 
that  we  are  rather  inclined  to  adl  according  to  the  Im- 
pulfes  of  our  fatherly  Tendernefs,  than  conformably  to 
the  Rigour  of  Jullice. 

Bat  thofe  who  do  not  judge  fo  favourably  of  his  Po- 
l[lh  Majefty's  good  Intentions  in  this  Cafe,  on  the  other 
hand  alledge,  that  he  has  puniihed  fome  of  them  fur- 
ther than  he  had  need  ;  Ihidl  Orders  having  been  fent 
to  the  Magiib-ates  of  Dant-zick,  not  to  give  the  Fugi- 
tives of  T^horn  any  Shelter,  Lodging,  or  any  other  Af- 
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fiftance  in  their  City  ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  to  arrefl 
and  deliver  them  up  into  the  Hands  of  Juftice. 

What  may  be  the  Confequence  of  fuch  a  fevere  Exe- 
cution is  not  yet  known-:  But  the  King  of  Pruffia 
thought  this  Affair  fo  much  concerned  every  Proteftaut 
Power,  that,  not  content  with  barely  writing  to  the  King 
of  Poland^  he  difpatched  Expreffes  to  the  Courts  of 
Great  Britain^  Denmark^  and  Snveden,  with  Letters  to 
the  feveral  Monarchs,  with  which  I  ihall  clofe  this 
Piece. 

The  King  of  ?rujfta%  Letter  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain* 

[N,  B.  T^his  is  the  fame  ivith  thofe  written  to  their  Da- 
niih  and  Swedifh  Majefiies^  fa<ve  only  that  in  the  Let- 
ter to  the  King  cf  Denmark,  the  iafi  Paragraph  is 
left  out^  and  that  the  fame  Paragraph  in  that  to  the 
King  of  Sweden,  has  ihe  Word  Compacifcent  in- 
fead  ^''Guarantee, 

YOU  R  Maj eily  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  moft 
dreadful  Sentence  iffued  from  the  laft  Aflefforial 
Tribunal  of  V/arfa^  againft  the  poor  City  of  Thorn,  and 
its  Proteilant  InhabitantSj,  by  which  feveral  confiderable 
Perfons,  and  ethers  of  the  fame  Communion,  on  Ac- 
count of  a  Tumult  raifed  by  the  Populace  againft  the  Je- 
fuits,  and  the  ExceiTes  committed  on  that  Occafion, 
have  been  condemned  to  a  rigorous  and  moft  infamous 
Death  i  the  City  deprived  of  their  Church  and  School ; 
the  whole  Conltitution  of  their  Magiftracy  overturned  i 
and,  in  a  word,  all  their  Privileges,  acquired  at  fo  dear 
a  Rate^  and  confirmed  to  them  by  the  Treaty  of 
taken  from  them  ;  and  all  this  upon  the  falfe  Reports  of 
the  Jefuits,  and  the  Evidence  they  have  fuborned  to 
make  their  Relation  more  plaufible,  and  without  fo 
much  as  giving  the  Impeached  a  due  Hearing  for  their 
Defence  ;  the  whole  being  carried  on  in  fo  unjuft  and 
crying  a  Manner,  that  few  Precedents  of  fuch  cruel  In- 
juftice  can  be  produced.  The  Fury  of  the  Rowijh  Cler- 
gy in  Poland  is  come  to  fuch  a  Height,  that  they  are 
now  endeavouring  not  only  at  the  total  Ruin  of  the  City 
of  Thorn,  but  likewife  at  the  utter  Extirpation  of  all  the 
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DiiTenters  in  that  Kingdom,  wh^ch  they  do  not  fcruple  to 
boaft  publickly  of :  Accordingly,  certain  Conftitations 
tending  thereto  were  ready  prepared,  and  would  have 
been  publifhed,  had  the  laft  limited  Dyet  been  brought 
to  its  deligned  End,  whereby  the  Remainder  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  Churches  in  Poland  and  Lithuania  had  been  at 
once  deftroyed. 

The  Conilitutions  of  the  Kingdom  of  Poland,  and 
efpecially  the  Pa^a  Connjenta,  or  the  Capitulations  which 
the  Republic  makes  with  the  Kings  at  their  Eledion, 
and  particularly  thofe  made  and  corroborated  by  the 
moft  folemn  Oaths  by  the  prefent  Kiag,  concerning  the 
Prote6lion  of  the  DifTenters,  are  indeed  couched  in  Terms 
fo  binding  and  advantageous  to  them,  that  nothing  more 
could  be  defired;  but  no  Manner  of  Regard  is  had  to  it,, 
and  the  Court  of  the  King  of  Poland,  by  an  unaccount- 
able Connivance  and  Relaxation,  gives  the  Romifi  Cler- 
gy in  Poland  fuch  a  Latitude  in  all  their  projefted  Perfe- 
cutions  againft  the  Proteilants,  that  if  God  Almighty 
does  not  interpofe  by  fome  extraordinary  Ways  and 
Means,  nothing  can  be  expe£led  from  it  but  the  Lofs  of 
all  the  Proteftant  Churches  ftill  fubfiiling  in  Poland  and 
Lithuania,    In  fhort,  this  Affair  is  come  to  that  Pafs, 
that  it  is  not  poflible  for  the  Proteftant  Powers  in  Europe^ 
and  particularly  your  Majefty,  who  has  already  given 
fo  many  glorious  Inilances  of  your  indefatigable  Care 
for  the  Prefervation  of  God's  Church,  to  look  on  the 
total  Oppreffion  of  thofe  of  their  Communion,  without 
being  moved  with  the  deeped  Compaflion,  and  animated 
to  an  equally  pious  and  glorious  Endeavour  to  refcue 
and  protedt  opprefTed  Innocence.    As  for  my  Part,  I  am 
read;  and  willing,  as  bound  in  Confcience,  faithfully  to 
afiift  your  Majefly  in  every  Thing  which  you  will  judge 
fit  and  expedient  for  this  End,  and  to  contribute  the 
utmoft  of  my  Power  towards  it.    I  have  alfo  wrote  a 
Letter  to  his  Polijh  Majelly,  in  favour  of  the  City  of 
Thorny  of  which  I  fend  your  Majefty  a  Copy  here  in- 
clofed  :  But  as  I  am  apprehenfive  that  my  Interceffion 
alone,  without  being  backed  and  feconded  by  your  Ma- 
jefty, will  not  be  powerful  enough  to  avert  the  great 
Calamity  that  City,  and  all  the  Proteftants  in  Poland 
^ind  Lithuania  are  threatened  with,  I  leave  it  to  your 

Majefty  ^i. 
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Majefty's  great  Wifdom,  whether  it  would  not  be  pro- 
per to  Tend  an  exprefs  MiniRer  to  Poland,  and  to  take 
ofiier  convenient  Meafures  in  behalf  of  this  diftrefied 
People.  I  have  ah'eady  ordered  my  Miniflers  in  Foland 
to  ad  in  fuch  Cafe  in  Concert  with  your  Majeily's  Mi- 
nifler,  in  order  to  prevent  the  EfFufion  of  fo  much  inno- 
cent Chriilian  Blood  ;  to  preferve  and  maintain  that  Ci- 
ty in  their  Conilitution,  Privileges  and  Liberties,  and  to 
procure  fome  Relief  to  the  relt  of  the  Proteilants  in  Fo- 
land and  Lithuania. 

Your  Majefty,  by  being  a  Guarantee  of  the  Treat/ 
of  Oli^a,  is  every  way  intitled  to  concern  yourfelf,  in  a 
particular  Manner,  for  the  City  of  Thorn,  and  the  Pre- 
fervation  of  their  Rights  and  Privileges  which  leaves 
me  no  manner  of  Doubt  that  your  Maj elly  will  raagna- 
nimoufly  refolve  it,  and  do  all  that  will  be  requifite  on 
this  Occafion;    I  remain,  &c. 

FREDERICK  WILLIAM,  v., 

.Berlin,  Dec,  2»  ' 
\  724. 

Two  Papers  written  by  Britannicus,  upon 
Occafion  of  the  foregoing  cruel  Execution  at 
Thorn,  and  printed  in  the  London  Journal.  - 

P  J  P  E  R  I, 

T PIE  RE  is  nothing  more  obfervable  in  human 
Nature,  than  that  Forgetfulnefs  and  Infenfibility 
of  the  o-reatefl  Etdls  which  is  feen  to  come  upon  Men  > 
(even  of  thofe  Evils  which  have  threatened  Riun  to 
tiiemfelves,  and  every  Thing  that  is  dear  to  them)  when 
a  little  Diftance  of  Time  or  Place  has  intervened,  and 
they  have  found  themfelve&  for  a  Seafon  at  Eafe  from 
the  immediate  Apprehenfions  of  them.  What  one  IVian 
or  Woman  was  there  amiongit  us,  who,  in  the  Year  168  8,  ^ 
did  not  Hart  at  the  Dread  of  Popery,  and  of  the  Methods 
of  Support  which  conllantly  attend  it,  and  were  then 
pnderilcod  to  be  infeparable  from  it  ?  But,  as  the  Years 
have  run  on,  and  Eafe  and  Freedom  with  them,  and 
Opportunities  been  gi\^en,  of  drefUng  it  up  in  a  more 
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pleafing,  or  lefs  horrible  Garb,  the  Impreffion  is  almoii 
worn  away  in  fome,  and  in  others,  even  a  Difcontcnt  at 
the  Expence  and  Trouble  of  keeping  it  out,  is  fprung 
.up  in  the  Room  of  it.    Thus  again,  it  ilruck  Proteftants 
to  the  Heart  once,  to  fee  whole  Families,  and  numerous 
Crowds  of  unhappy  Men  and  V/omen,  driven  from  their 
native  Country,  wiiere  they  lived  under  a  warm  Sun, 
and  in  a  fruitful  Abundance,  and  forced  to  feek  Refuee 
in  the  Charity  and  Hofpitality  of  other  Nations :  But  a 
Tra6l  of  Time  has  had  its  Courfe  fmce,  and  all  this  can 
be  now  looked  upon  with  a  much  more  calm  and  fedate 
Temper.    It  pleafes  Providence  therefore,  at  feveral  In- 
tervals of  Time,   to  permit  Appearances  and  Fadls, 
which  may  either  keep  us  awake,  if  we  are  fo  ;  or,  if 
'we  are  not,  may  roufe  us  up  from  a  Sleep,  which,  if  it 
continues,  muft  be  a  Sleep  unto  Death  and  Deftrudion. 
I  ovvn,  I  have  Enthufiafm  enough  to  lead  me  to  interpret 
what  has  pafied  abroad  at  I'hcrn  in  fome  fuch  Manner 
as  this.    The  Proteftant  V/orld  feems  to  be  in  a  Le- 
thargy.   It  is  Goodnefs  in  the  Governor  of  all  Things, 
to  alarm  and  Ihock  it  into  fome  Senfe  of  thofe  Evils, 
which  are  never  far  removed  from  it,  and  ever  going 
forward,  in  the  Contrivance  of  fome  Men,  againit  it. 
Here,  therefore,  is  an  Inflance  prefented  before  its  Eyes, 
of  the  implacable  Malice  and  great  Power  of  its  greatefl 
Enemdes,  and  a  flagrant  Proof  of  what  all  are  to  expecl, 
wherever  the  fame  Powers,  and  the  fame  Malice,  can 
prevail.    And  if  Men  will  not  be  roufed  by  fuch  Ter- 
rors as   thefe,  they  have  nothing  to  blame  but  their 
own  wilful  and  mad  Stupidity. 

Far  be  it  from  any  of  us  to  imagine,  that  Tumults 
and  Seditions,  Uproars  and  Outrages,  fhould  not  be  fe- 
verely  judged;  and  every  Man  concerned  in  them  pu- 
nifhed,  in  Proportion  to  the  Part  he  bore  in  the  Guilt, 
and  this  let  the  Pretence  be  what  it  will,  h  o  Zeal  for, 
or  againft,  any  thing  in  Religion,  can  juftify  the  Breach 
of  all  or  any  of  the  Duties  of  focial  Life.  Nay,  I  will 
fay,  fuch  Evils  are  rather  aggravated,  by  making  what 
was  defigned  for  the  Peace  and  Quiet  of  the  World,  the 
Inftrument  and  Occafion  of  Violence  and  Diforder.  Did 
any  Proteftants  therefore  break  into  the  temporal  Rights 
and  Privileges  of  others,  moved  by  a  mifta^en  and  mif- 
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applied  Zeal,  who  would  have  blamed  a  due  Punifh- 
ment  of  the  Perfons  concerned  ?  Did  others  provoke 
them  to  this,  by  any  improper  Behaviour,  let  thofe  alfo 
fulTer  fomething,  or  elfe  let  it  pafs  as  fome  Mitigation  of 
the  other.  This  is  not  the  Point.  The  Particulars  v/hich 
give  the  greateft  Apprehenfion,  and  raife  the  moll  uneafy 
Senfations,  are  thefe  :  The  Power  and  Intereft  which 
the  Jefuits,  upon  every  Occafion,  fhew  themfelves  to 
liave,  and  which  they,  in  a  particular  Manner,  have 
made  too  manifeft  in  this  Affair  :  The  Sentence  and 
Manner  of  executing  it,  enough  to  ftrike  Horror  into 
every  Heart,  that  comes  to  the  Knowledge  of  it,  and 
to  make  every  Ear  tingle  that  hears  it :  The  Confequen- 
ces  of  it,  beyond  the  Punifhment  of  either  the  real  or 
fuppofed  Delinquent  :  The  Evidence  from  the  whole, 
that  the  great  View  was  to  the  diminiihing,  and,  in 
Time,  extinguifhing,  not  only  that  particular  Branch  of 
Proteflantifm,  but  every  Thing  that  prefumes  to  exalt  it- 
felf  againft  arbitrary  Decifions  and  implicit  Obedience, 

The  Society  of  Jefuits  v/ere  the  chief  and  original 
Movers  of  this  Tragedy  :  And  that  they  have  Intereft 
enough  in  States  and  Kingdoms,  to  difplay  fuch  Scenes 
when  they  pleafe,  is  but  a  melancholy  Conllderation  to 
any  Proteftants  or  Freemen,  who  have  ever  heard  of 
that  Name.    That  every  Member  of  that  Society  is  of 
the  fame  fiery  Make,  or  inflexible  Bigotry,  it  is  rafli  and 
groundlefs  to  imagine.    But  that,  fpeaking  of  them  as 
a  Body,  they  are  the  worfl,  the  moll  terrible,  the  moft  to 
be  dreaded  by  all  who  value  any  Rights,  whether  Reli- 
gious or  Civil  ;  for  this  we  have  the  Teftimony  of  the 
very  bell  of  the  Romifn  Communion,  both  for  Temper 
and  Learning,  to  bear  us  out,  befides  the  Experience  of 
many  Fafts  to  appeal  to.    That  there  is  a  certain  and 
cftablifhed  Difference  betv/een  fome  Members  of  that 
Church  and  others,   is  not  to  be  denied  or  difowned  ; 
though,  whether  any  of  them  can  be  truly  fuch,  and  not 
be  liable  to  the  Commands  of  their  Superiors,  even  fo 
far  as  as  to  be  put  off  from  the  Bias  of  all  their  Good- 
nature, and  to  extingaifh  every  Spark  of  their  natural  or 
religious  Humanity,  for  the  Pro|)agation  of  their  Se6l,  I 
will  not  now  enquire.    But  it  is  certain,  that  there  is 
thus  far  a  Difference,  that  many  of  them  have  not  fuch 

a  blind 
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a  blind  Bigotry,  as  to  be  perpetually  bufy  in  the  form- 
ing and  carrying  on  thofe  Schemes  of  pernicious  Ruin 
and  Deftrudion,  in  which  others  take  a  Delight  to  be 
the  firft  and  principal  Defigners  and  Adors,  Amongft 
the  latter,  none  more  remarkable  than  thofe  who  have 
honoured  themfelves  with  the  facred  Name  of  Je/us  ; 
not  in  order  to  imitate  his  mibounded  Love,  but  under 
fo  good  a  Title  to  cover,  if  polTible,  from  unwary  Eyes, 
tiicir  own  contrary  Temper,  and  oppofite  Schemes  of 
Aclion.    From  fmall  Beginnings,  this  Society  has  raifed 
itfelf  to  an  immenfe  Bignefs  and  Power.    Their  Repu- 
tation was  high  fome  time  ago,  for  the  Learning  and 
Knowledge  of  fome  of  their  Members  ;  and  thefe  gained 
them  Accefs  into  many  Places  where  their  other  Quali- 
ties would  not  have  done  it.    But  as  all  Knowledge  and 
Enquiry  into  any  Truths,  become  fufpetled  as  danger- 
ous to  a  Religion  which  hates  the  Light,  becaufe  t^af 
fwhich  makes  manlfefi  is  Light ;  and  becaufe  one  Truth 
may  unfortunately  lead  to  another  not  fo  harmlefs :  This 
Path  to  Reputation  and  Intereft  has  been  rather  fhut  up 
of  late  Years,  and  they  have  (after  Riches,  and  all  the 
Strength  Riches  can  procure,  have  flowed  in  upon  them) 
chofe  to  gain  Ground  by  a  greater  Zeal,  a  hotter  Bigot- 
ry, a  more  unlimited  and  voluntary  Obedience  to  the 
Holy  See,  and  a  more  determined  Laborioufnefs  in  the 
extenfive  Propagation  of  the  Romifh  Profeffion,  than  any 
other  Se6l  of  that  vaft  Body  has  been  able  to  do.  When 
this  Society  therefore  gains    Ground,   and  fliews  its 
Strength,  amongft  the  Rulers  of  this  World,  all  Pro- 
tellants,  and  every  Soul  that  has  a  Feeling  of  what  the 
Freedom  of  focial  Creatures,  and  the  Happinefs  of  ra- 
tional Creatures,  in  any  Degree  mean,  muft  mourn  at 
the  Sight,  and  efteem  it  an  Appearance  of  a  growing 
Evil,  which  threatens  them  all  with  the  fame  Miferie^, 
which  it  executes  upon  fome,  as  fall  as  Power  and  Op- 
portunity fliall  give  Leave.   Whoever  they  are  that  come 
into  fuch  Hands,  have  no  Remedy  left  but  curfed  Hy- 
pocrify,  or  uneafy  Patience,  under  the  inexpreflible  Dif- 
cipline  of  hardened  Hearts  and  darkened  Underlland- 
ings. 

The  Sentence,  and  the  Manner  of  the  Execution  of  it 
at  ThQrrti  was  worthy  of  fuch  Movers,  and  agreeable  to 

thofe 
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thofe  who  had  Intereft  enough  to  bnng  it  about.  But 
here,  what  (hall  we  believe  ?  The  Jefuits  have  already- 
begun  their  After-game ;  and  putting  all  their  Strength 
upon  the  W eaknel's  of  others,  would  perfuade  the  World 
that  the  SuiFering  Part  is  not  at  all  to  be  credited  in  their 
Relation  either  of  the  Crime  or  the  Punifhment,  and  that 
for  this  Reafon,  becaufe  they  are  Heretics.  This  im- 
pudent Reafon,  ilupid  as  it  is,  may  move  their  own 
Partizans,  and  weigh  with  Bigots  and  Slaves.  But  I  am 
fpeaking  to  others  ;  and  I  affirm,  that  we  are  juiliiied, 
even  in  thinking  the  worfl  we  can  think  (in  this  Cafe)  of 
the  triumphant  Side,  and  the  moll  favourably  of  the 
other,  from  this  very  low  and  mean  Proceeding,  from 
this  fenfelefs  Reafon  given,  merely  to  prevent  every 
one  of  their  own  Religion  a{]<.ing  a  Queftion  about  the 
Truth  of  the  Fads.  The  Crim.e,  I  may  conclude,  was  ' 
not  quite  fo  great  as  a  Papift  himfelf  is  made  to  think  it, 
and  the  Punilhment  much  greater  than  the  Crime,  even 
to  a  Degree  fufficient  to  laii'e  an  univerfal  Plorror  ;  be- 
caufe the  Society  Vv^hich  managed  the  whole,  the  Society 
fo  fiimous  for  Sincerity  and  Truth,  claim  to  themfelves 
the  fole  Privilege  of  telling  the  whole  Story,  and  of  be- 
ing believed  in  what  they  fay.  The  poor  Lutherans 
muH  not  be  regarded,  becaufe  they  are  Heretics.  Thus, 
I  fay,  they  may  deal  with  their  own  Scholars  and  Slaves, 
if  there  are  any  Slaves  enough  to  bear  it. 

But  the  Facts  in  the  public  Face  of  the  World  fpeak 
enough,  without  intirely  relying  on  the  Relations  of  ei- 
ther Party  concerned.    A  Tumult  raifed,  and  in  this  v 
popular  Tumult  Outrages  committed,  as  it  is  too  often 
and  almoft  always  feen  ;  the  Magiftrates  not  able  to  4| 
compofe  this  fo  foon  as  it  ought  to  have  been  ;   for,  as 
to  their  Will  to  do  it,  Intereft  and  Self-Prefervation,  and   »  MI 
the  certain  Profpe£l  of  Punifhment,  are  Demonftrations 
of  it  ;   the  Jefuits,  the  SuiFerers,  profecute  the  Com- 
plaint; a  terrible  Sentence  is  obtained ;  an  Army  is 
fent  to  protedl  the  Execution  of  it  j  when  there  were 
fome  Hopes,  upon  humble  Submiflions,  to  obtain  fo 
fmall  a  Favour  as  a  Refpite,  the  General  is  engaged  by,  ^ 
thefe  cruel  Men,  to  cut  off  all  Hope  of  that,  and  by  his 
Letters  to  procure  an  Order  to  proceed  to  the  Execution 
eight  Days  before  the  Day  appointed  in  the  Sentence ;  a 
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Clrcumllance,  I  believe,  hardly  heard  of  in  any  other 
Cafe,  and  intirely  to  be  afcribed  to  the  reftlefs  Zeal  of 
this  Society,  and  their  Impatience  to  bear  the  Thought 
of  even  a  Poflibility  of  Mercy  :  Thus,  before  any  Inter- 
pofition  from  other  Powers  could  be,  feveral  of  the  chief 
Magiftrates  are  dellroyed  ;  infulting  Cruelties  added  to 
the  Execution  of  fome  others ;  and  (what  adds  to  the 
Pageantry,  and  makes  the  whole  look  like  a  Work  of 
Zeal  for  their  Church,  and  not  of  a  due  Senfe  of  their 
Privileges  invaded)  fome  mean  Perfons  faved/rom  Death, 
merely  on  Account  of  the  changing  their  Religion,  and. 
tlie  brave  Man  who  died  firft,  tempted  and  tortured  with 
that  wicked  Offer,  whilft  a  cruel  Death  flared  him  ia 
the  Face.  This  was  adding  Infult  to  Cruelty,  and  a 
much  greater  inward  Barbarity  to  the  external  Terror 
of  the  Sword.  This,  and  the  other  Proceedings,  Ba- 
nifhments,  Confifcation  of  Goods,  Alteration  of  the  go- 
verning Council,  feizing  the  Lutheran  Churches,  and 
inflating  the  Romanifls  in  them. 

What  are  all  thefe  ExceiTes  of  Rigour,  but  flrong  Fre- 
fumptions  that  the  whole  Scene  was  originally  laid  with 
this  very  View  ;  and  that  thofe  who  have  had  Interefl  to 
profit  fo  enormoufly  by  a  Tumult,  had  Cunning  and 
Power  enough  in  the  Town,  to  nurfe  and  cherifh  and 
provoke  it  into  what  at  lail  it  came  to  ?  But  this  is  only 
a  Surmife,  perhaps  w'eak  and  without  Ground.  I  need 
it  not.  What  appears  is  alone  fufHcient  to  create  Hor- 
ror in  the  befl  Part  of  the  Romanifls  themfelves,  and 
once  more  to  fhew  all  Proteflants  their  Danger,  their  In- 
terefl, and  their  Dutj.  I  fhall  proceed  upon  this  Sub- 
jed  m  th^  next  Paper. 

B  R  I  T  AN  N  I  C  U  $• 

P  A  P  E  R  11. 

IN  fpeaking  of  the  Affair  at  (which  has  lately- 

made  fo  much  Noife  in  the  World,  and  I  hope  will 
make  a  great  deal  more)  one  hardly  knows  either  where 
to  begin  or  where  to  leave  off.  I  ha't^e  already  confi- 
dered  the  chief  and  original  Movers  of  that  Tragedy, 
and  the  terrible  Sentence  procured  againfl  the  Proteflants, 
and. the  cruel  Execution  of  it.  I  will  now  go  on  to  fome 
other  Points,  arifing  from  this  Subjeft,  of  the  utmoft 
Vol.  II,  f  Importance, 
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Importance  to  all  who  love,  or  hope  for,  Freedom  m 
Religion,  or  Happinefs  in  Civil  Life ;  two  Things  which 
conftant  Experience  has  fhewn  to  be  fo  infeparable  from 
one  another,  as  infallibly  to  flourilli  and  decay,  to  live 
ard  die  together. 

The  Confequences  of  this  Scene  of  Power  without 
Mercy,  ought  to  be  thought  of  by  every  Proteflant,  as 
they  extend  much  beyond  the  Punifhment  of  thofe  un- 
happy Men  at  Thorn,  who  fell  under  the  Rage  and  de- 
vouring Fury  of  it.  And  thus,  I  think,  is  it  to  be  taken 
by  ail  who  diiter  from  the  Church  of  Rome,  that,  when 
they  fee  fo  much  Power  in  the  Hands  of  the  Jefuits, 
they  fee  it  in  the  Hands  of  Perfons  determined  to  ufe  it 
to  their  Deftru£lion,  hardened  in  all  the  Paths  that  can 
lead  to  it,  and  devoted,  more  than  any  other  Body  in 
the  World,  in  Heart  and  Soul,  to  the  good  Work  of 
propagating  their  own  Fa£lion,  and  enlarging  the  Bounds 
of  their  own  Church,  by  all  the  Methods  that  the  Wit 
of  Man  can  invent,  and  the  Strength  of  Man  can  exe- 
<:ute.  I  know  how  natural  it  is  for  Proteftants  in  Great 
Britain,  who  have  been  long  at  Refl,  and  out  of  all  View 
of  the  Scene  of  fuch  Aftions,  to  think  inwardly  with 
themfelves,  we  are  at  a  Diiiance  from  the  Influence  of 
this  Matter,  we  are  forry  for  the  Sufferings  cf  miferable 
Men;  but  hope  this  Affair  does  not  nearly  touch  us,  un- 
der a  Conilitution  like  ours,  and  in  our  Situation,  fenced 
round,  as  we  are,  by  the  natural  Bulwark  of  the  Sea, 
from  the  reft  of  the  World.  But  let  not  any  one  thus 
think  or  fay.  What  is  this  to  us  ?  Give  me  Leave  to  af- 
firm, that  it  is  of  the  moft  concerning  Confequence  to  us 
all,  from  the  higheil  to  the  loweft,  from  the  Prince  upon 
the  Throne  to  the  meaneft  of  his  Subjedls.  And  as, 
abroad,  the  Calvinift  as  well  as  the  Lutheran  is  touched 
by  it,  fo,  at  home,  from  the  moft  rigid  Churchman  to 
the  moft  diftant  Quaker,  through  all  the  intermediate 
Differences  of  moderate  Men,  Latitudinarians,  Preiby- 
terians.  Independents,  Baptifts,  every  Church,  and  every 
Man,  whether  orthodox  or  heretical,  whether  regular  or 
irregular,  is  intimately  concerned  in  this  Affair.  Nay, 
abftradledly  from  all  Confiderations  of  Religion,  every 
Man  who  has  the  leaft  Senfe  of  civil  Liberty,  the  leaft 
Regard  to  the  Happinefs  of  himfelf  or  his  Fellow-crea- 
tures 
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t«re5  in  human  Society,  mull  think  himfelf  interelled 
in  it. 

Every  Advance,  and  every  Step  which  the  Pov/e-r  of 
•fuch  Bigotry  makes  in  the  World,  is  an  Advance  and  a 
Step  towards  the  total  Suppreffion  and  Ruin  of  every  one 
of  thefe,  and  of  all  other  Denominations  diilindl  from 
thofe  who  are  Slaves  to  Rome,  You  cannot  think  that 
fuch  Policy  and  fuch  Zeal  mixed  together,  confine  their 
Views  within  the  narrov/  Bounds  of  a  fingle  Town,  or 
that  it  can  be  any  fufficient  Satisfa6lion  to  the  Bigotry  of 
Jefuitifm,  to  get  the  better  of  the  Lutherans  at  Thorn^ 
Alas  !  thefe  are  but  poor  Morfels  for  fuch  Appetites.  It 
is  every  Town  and  every  Country,  every  Church  and 
every  Kingdom  of  the  known  World,  that  they  make 
the  confiant  Care  and  Burthen  of  their  religious  Ambi- 
tion. They  pant  after  us  all  in  the  Bowels  of  their  ten- 
der Mercies,  which  are  as  cruel  as  Cruelty  itfelf,  and  can 
never  be  at  reft  till  our  Hearts  or  our  Tongues  (for  it  is 
much  one  to  them,  vv^hich  of  the  two  they  procure)  till 
our  Religion,  or  our  Eilates,  are  all  theirs.  Unlike  all 
-  other  Sects,  and  all  other  Bodies  in  the  fame  Commu- 
nion, they  are  never  diverted,  either  by  Learning  or  De- 
votion, either  by  their  own  private  Studies,  or  pious  Ex- 
ercifes,  from  the  one  main  confiant  View  of  fubjugating 
ail  to  the  Faith,  not  oijefus^  but  of  the  Society  ofjefus^ 
To  this  Defignthey  have  confecrated  all  their  Labours, 
and  from  this  they  are  never  known  to  decline.  Wheit 
we  fee  them  therefore,  powerful  in  the  Cabinets  of 
Princes,  and  fuccefsfully  dextrous  in  recommending 
themfelves  to  the  mighty  Men  of  this  World,  by  their  In- 
trigues, and  by  their  Interefl  in  managing  the  Bigotry  of 
thofe  under  them  ;  if  we  forget  or  deny  that  this  touches 
us,  that  this  is  fo  much  gained  againll  us,  that  this 
points  very  terribly  at  every  Proteftant,  and  every  Chri- 
itian  in  Europe,  who  is  the  Difciple  of  ChriJ},  and  not  ot 
Rome  :  If  we  forget  this,  I  fay,  v/e  forget  ourfelves,  and 
what  we  are,  and  what  our  Intereft  is,  and  what  our  on- 
ly Hope  and  Defire  ought  to  be.  Every  fuccefsful 
Exercife  of  Power  is  an  Acceffion  of  more ;  and  every 
A(;:t  of  Violence,  not  redrelTed,  gives  Strength  and  En- 
couragement to  proceed  to  others.  A  Terror  and  Feeble- 
nefs  is  thus  ftruck  into  the  oppofite  Parts,  and  Spirits  and 
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Vigour  are  added  to  the  OpprefTors  :  And  when  they 
find  their  Strength,  and  that  they  can  fhew  it  effedually 
in  the  Deftrudion  of  fome  they  hate,  what  fhall  hinder 
them,  as  Power  and  Time  come  on  together,  from  ex- 
erting the  fame  upon  all  others  whom  they  equally  hate, 
and  are  equally  fv/orn  to  d?  ftroy  from  off  the  Earth  ? 

But  we  of  this  Nation  have  ftill  a  nearer  Concern  in 
-this  Affair,  if  all  religious  and  civil  Rights  are  of  any 
Concern  to  us.  Every  Advance  of  the  Power  of  Bigc/try 
abroad,  threatens  us  with  a  Popifh  Pretender  at  home  ; 
and,  together  with  him,  all  the  Train  of  his  Attendaats, 
Superftition  and  Cruelty.  None  fuch  faft  Friends  to  his 
Caufe ;  none  fo  unmoveable  in  the  Profecution  of  it  ; 
none  fo  defperate  in  what  they  once  admit  into  their 
Hearts,  as  that  Society  which  was  the  Mover  of  this 
Tragedy  we  have  now  been  fpeaking  of.  Every  Expe- 
riment, therefore,  of  their  Strength,  tends,  by  Degrees, 
to  fhake  the  Throne  of  our  King,  and  to  weaken  our  fu- 
ture Hopes  of  Happinefs  under  the  fucceeding  Branches 
of  his  Family,  as  it  paves  the  Way  to  every  thing  con- 
trary to  a  Proteilant  Eftablifhment.  And  this,  methjnks, 
jhould  weigh  with  all  Proteftants  who  would  not  be  mi- 
ferable,  whether  they  have  the  fame  Notions  of  Happi- 
nefs with  others,  or  not.  The  Point  to  fuch  Perfons  is 
not,  whether  they  love  their  prefent  Superiors,  or  whe- 
ther they  perfectly  approve  of  their  Adminiflration  ;  but 
whether  they  can  bear  all  the  Miferies  of  Popifh  Bigotry, 
and  will  choofe  to  exchange  Liberty  for  Chains,  Proper- 
ty for  arbitrary  Will,  the  Eafe  and  Security  of  a  Subjetl 
of  a  Proteftant  Prince,  and  of  a  Member  of  a  Proteilant 
Church,  for  the  fiery  Operations  of  Jefuitifm,  and  the 
Cruelties  of  Thorn,  and  indeed  of  every  other  Place 
where  the  fame  Zeal  has  had  the^  fame  Room  to  difplay 
itfelf .  This  fhould  be  no  light  Confideratron  to  the  moll 
difcontented  Proteftant  amongft  us,  who  is  one  truly  and 
fincerely ;  that,  as  a  Proteftant,  he  is  not  concerned  in 
any  the  leaft  Accefiion  of  Power  to  that  Popifti  Intereft 
a.broad,  which,  if  it  increafes,  will,  fooner  or  later,  end 
in  a  Popifti  Intereft,  and  a  Popifti  Settlement  here  ;  and  ^ 
that,  as  the  Pretender  (who  is  to  reap  the  Benefit  of  this) 
IS  as  famous  for  determined  Bigotry,  as  the  Body  of  Je>- 
fiiits  themfelves,  let  him  but  once  get  Footing  here,  by 
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what  Means  they  pleafe  (even  by  the  Help  of  Proteflan^ 
Hands  lifted  up  againft  themfelves)  yet  ftill  it  can  end 
in  nothing  but  the  Adminiftration  of  thofe  whom  his  own 
Bigotry  will  point  out  to  his  Choice,  that  is,  in  nothing 
but  the  fame  Meafures  of  Ruin  and  Devailatlon^  hv 
which  the  fame  Bigotry  has  ever  worked,  and  ever  will 
work,  till  human  N  ature  be  totally  altered.  And  if  they 
can  have  any  Comfort  in  fuch  a  View,  much  Good  may 
it  do  them  !  But  let  them  fometimes,  in  the  Midft  of  it, 
caft  their  Eyes  abroad  upon  the  Proteftants  at  Thcrn^  and 
think  within  their  own  Breafts,  whether,  if  they  them- 
felves ever  come  within  the  Sphere  of  A6lion  of  the  fame 
Body,  they  will  not  feel  the  fame  deilru(Slive  Force^  and 
be  fwallowed  up  in  the  fame  Whirlpool.  Let  not  a  little 
Prejudice,  or  the  imaginary  Want  of  fomething  we  may 
wiih  for,  extinguiih  all  common  Senfe,  or  take  away  all 
Regard  to  ourfelves,  and  our  lateft  Poilerity. 

But  we  mult  not  leave  this  Affair  here.    If  Proteitants 
do  not  learn  fome  good  LefTon  from  it,  befides  a  Zeal 
againft  an  implacable  Enemy,  it  is,  if  I  may  fay  fo,  an 
Ad  of  Providence  loft  upon  them.    They  have,  m.any 
of  them,  been  often  very  bufy  in  interpreting  Provi- 
dences :  Here  is  one  that  may  very  eafily  be  underftood  ; 
but,  perhaps,  as  many  others  have  been,  it  will  be  applied 
by  the  Multitude  only  to  their  Neighbours,  and  not  to 
themfelves.    The  Cruelties  at  Thorn,  w^hich  you  are  fo 
moved  at,  fhould  make  you  caft  your  Thoughts  upon 
that  Spirit  which  is  the  Caufe  of  them  ;   and  thofe 
Thoughts  fnould  make  you  abhor  and  fly  from  the  Hrft 
Motions,  the  leaft  Beginnings,  of  that  Temper  in  your- 
felves.    Inv/ard  Cenfures  of  one  another,  on  Account  of 
religious  Diiterences ;  hard  Sentences  and  Judgments  of 
private  Men  againft  one  another  ;    the  Violence  of 
Words ;   the  Refufal  of  mutual  Communications  of 
Friendfhip  ;  the  calling  in  w  orldly  Affifcances  to  aggrieve 
or  hurt,  or  ruin  one  another,  in  any  Degree,  or  in  any 
luftance  ;  thefe  are  the  Motions  of  the  fame  Spirit,  going 
on  from  one  Degree  to  another,  till  it  ends  in  the  open 
Avowal  of  P'ire  and  Faggot,  Swords  and  Gibbets.  Thefe, 
whenever  they  are  feen  amongft  Proteftants,   are  the 
Strength  of  your  Enemies,  the  only  Defences  of  their 
Barbarities,  and  the  only  Arguments  by  which  they  can 
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cover  or  excufe  their  own  Pradlices.  Take  fi'om  them 
thefe  Arms,  and  you  leave  them  utterly  indefenfihle  in 
that  Condud,  which  God  and  Nature,  Reafon  and  Re- 
velation, all  condemn.  The  Outrage  of  Perfecution  did 
not  begin  all  at  once,  but  grew  up  by  flow  Degrees. 
If  it  had  not,  the  Notion  of  it  could  not  have  been 
borne  by  any  human  Mind.  Firft,  it  was  only  a  mental 
Unealinefs  at  thofe  who  differed.  Then  it  proceeded  to 
verbal  Declarations,  at  which  it  flopped  but  a  Ihort  Time. 
For  when  it  was  once  come  to  hard  Words,  it  was  natu- 
ral to  proceed  to  Blows,  almofl  as  foon  as  the  Balance  of 
Power  weighed  on  one  Side  more  than  the  other.  Mo- 
derate Penalties  were  the  iirfl  EfTays ;  but  when  they  had 
no  other  Effed  but  to  provoke  the  Spirits  of  Oppofers, 
Funifhments  too  great  for  human  Nature  eafily  to  think 
of,  fucceeded  in  their  Place.  And  upon  thefe  now  the 
Popifli  Interell:  refts  itfelf. 

God  be  thanked,  the  Proteflant  World  is  generally 
come  to  a  much  greater  Senfe  of  the  Duty  of  mutual 
Love  and  Forbearance  than  once  wa?  experienced  in  it. 
But  when  by  fuch  an  Inilance  as  this  at  ^honiy  their 
Senfe  is  again  quickened,  and  they  are  called  upon  to 
fee  and  acknowledge  the  Deformity  of  the  Spirit  of  Cru- 
elty, made  keen  by  religious  Differences,  it  is  their  Duty 
to  fearch  to  the  Root  of  the  Matter,  to  guard  againft  the 
&fl  Motions  of  fuch  a  Spirit  amongft  themfelves,  and  to. 
implant  in  their  Souls  the  contrary  Temper  of  univerfal 
Charity  i  from  the  mere  Want  of  which,  fuch  unfpeak- 
able  Evils  have  come  upon  human  Society,  and  fuch  ki«» 
excufable  Scandals  upon  the  Chriftian  Name. 
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\A  jJjort  View  of  the  Confpiracy^  with  fo?ne 
ReJle£fiQ7ts  on  the  Prefent  State  of  Af- 
fairs.   In  a  Letter  to  an  Old  Whig  in 
the  Country.    By  Cato. 

Id f acinus  ego  in  primis  memorahile  exiftimo^  fceleris  atque 
periculi  Nc^uitate.    Igitur  de  Conjuratione^  quam  werif- 
Jime  pGtero,  paucis  ahfol^a?n  :  eo  magis  quod  mihi  a  fpe^ 
metUj  partilus  Reipublicce  Animus  liber  eji,  Salluft- 

Anno  1723, 
By  Thomas  Gordon, 

SIR, 

TH  E  late  execrable  Defign  againft  the  Britijh 
Liberty  does  not  employ  the  Thoughts  of  this 
Nation  only,  but  affords  Matter  of  Speculation 
for  all  Europe.  The  Danijh  Confpiracy  is  fcarce  tliought 
to  deferve  that  Name,  when  compared  to  what  was  car- 
rying on  in  England  and  Paul  JuePs  Schemes  are  ac- 
counted trifling,  to  the  far  more  black  and  hellifh  De- 
figns  of  our  Jacobites  here. 

In  your  laft  you  deiire  my  Sentiments  on  the  prefent 
State  of  Affairs,  which  you  fay  would  be  ufeful  not  on- 
to yourfelf,  but  to  many  others  in  your  Country.  As  I 
can  refufe  you  nothing,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  give  you 
a  faithful  AbHracl  of  the  mod  material  Tranfadions  ; 
which  that  I  may  do  with  the  greater  Clearnefs,  I  lhall 
look  back  on  fome  pafl  Occurrences,  which  the^  Hurry 
of  your  own  Bufmefs  may  have  hindered  you  from  re- 
fxecting  upon,  or  perhaps  has  fmce  made  you  forget. 

You  may  very  well  remember.  Sir,  how  every  Thing 
flood  when  you  left  the  Town  ;  the  Diilradions  and  ge- 
neral Uneafmefs  which  attended  the  fatal  Execution  of 
the  South  Sea  Scheme  ;  the  Apprehenfion  of  the  Plague, 
and  the  Alarm  given  on  the  firfl  Difcovery  of  a  Plot, 
which  every  one  received  juil  as  they  were  difpofed  to 
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receive  any  Information  from  the  Miniftry  :  The  Facti- 
ous fecretly  rejoiced  at  the  Opportunity  which  they 
thought  was  now  given  them  of  comparing  their  Ends ; 
the  Lovers' of  their  Country  trembled  at  the  Thoughts  of 
ihe  dark  Deflgns  and  artful  Cabals  of  Rome  at  fo  dread- 
ful a  Jundure ;  whilft  we,  who  fancied  ourfelves  the  on- 
ly wife  Men  in  the  Nation,  laughed  at  and  ridiculed  all 
that  was  advanced  on  this  Head,  thinking  it  only  a- 
politic  Step,  a  new  Subjedl  invented  to  drown  all 
Thoughts  of  the  old  One  ;  and  in  iliort,  a  Plot  to 
ftifle  our  Refentments  againll  the  South  »S'^<a:Tranfa£lions. 

But  we  now  fee  the  Greatnefs  of  our  Folly  in  the 
midH  of  our  fancied  Wifdom  ;  v^/e  had  then  forgot  the 
previous  Steps  always  taken  by  the  Jacobites  when  they 
had  fchemed  out  any  important  Defign,  and  that  they 
never  attempted  any  thing  of  Confequence,  but  they  firfl 
paved  the  Way  for  it,  by  poifoning  the  Minds  of  the 
People  from  the  Frefs,  which  at  fuch  Times  always 
groaned  under  the  Weight  of  Scandal  and  feditious  Li- 
bels. 

Accordingly  you  cannot  but  remember  the  numerous 
Pamphlets  publifhed  againft  the  Adminiilration,  befides 
many  of  my  Writings,  which  were  all  forced  into  their 
Service.  In  one  Paper  we  had  the  Chief  Minifter  ex- 
pofed  under  the  Charadler  of  Cafaline  ;  in  another,  the 
whole  Iniquity  of  the  South  Sea  Schem.e  was  charged,  as 
if  contrived  by  the  Men  in  Power  ;  though  at  prefenfr 
v.'e  all  know  that  it  was  only  the  cafual  EfFedl  of  the 
Madnefs  and  Avarice  of  the  People,  joined  with  the  Vil- 
lainy of  fome  of  the  Dirediors.  In  a  Third,  a  great 
Man  v.'ho  was  contriving  to  fave  us  from  Ruin,  was  ex- 
pofed  to  the  Rage  of  the  Populace,  under  the  Charadler 
of  a  Screemr  of  the  Guilty,  In  a  Fourth,  the  Senfe  of 
the  People  Vv^as  aHumed,  and  the  general  Voice  was 
wrefled  to  be  turned  againft  all  in  the  Adminiftration. 
Nor  did  they  ftop  here  :  The  King  himfelf  was  in  one 
of  the  Prints  reprefented  under  the  Image  of  the  moft 
odious  Ro?nan  Tyrant ;  and  in  two  other  infamous  Li- 
bels, his  Perfon  and  Family  were  abufed  in  the  vileft 
manner,  under  the  Title  of  ^he  Be?iejits  and  Advantages 
ef  the  Hanover  Succejpon.  So  little  indeed  was  their  De- 
<iign  perceived  by  myfelf,  that  I  own  many  Things  dropped 
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from  my  Pen,  whicli  Teemed  calculated  for  the  Service 
of  the  Fadion  ;  and  fo  infenlible  was  I  of  the  projefted 
Infurredlion,  that  I  inveighed  againft  the  Forces  en- 
camped on  that  Occafion,  with  the  Zeal  always  fhewn 
by  us  Old  Whigs  againft  Handing  Armies.  The  Fears 
of  arbitrary  Government  were  fet  in  the  woril  Point 
of  Light,  and  the  very  Means  of  preferving  us  were  re- 
prefented  as  the  defigned  Means  of  enilaving  us ;  for  had 
thefe  Fears  and  Clamours  prevailed,  and  the  King's. 
Forces  been  difbanded,  their  Succefs  would  have  beea 
unquefiionable. 

A  Parliament  being  to  be  chofen  about  this  Time,  all 
Methods  w^re  taken  to  get  one  leail  averfe  to  their  grand 
Purpofe  ;  and  the  better  to  fucceed,  the  Freeholder  was 
brought  upon  the  Stage  ;  a  Paper  fraught  with  the  ut- 
mofl  Malice  againft  the  prefent  Government.  They 
knew  full  v/ell  that  their  own  Faftion  would  take  the 
Hint,  and  they  were  in  Hopes  of  biaifmg  the  honeft 
unthinking  Men  of  the  Nation  j  the  Dodtrine  of  Faf^ 
Ji^^e  Obedience  was  forgot,  and  the  Lawfulnefs  of  Refift- 
ance  preached  up  in  many  Places.  Todeftroy  the  Kmg's 
Title  to  the  Crown,  the  Revolution  was  openly  cenfured 
and  condemned,  particularly  in  A  Jloort  Renjie^  of  the. 
Englifh  Hijiory  ;  and  another  Work  of  the  fame  Nature, 
by  a  very  great  Man,  was  prepared  for  the  Prefs,  and 
defigned  to  be  publiftied  about  the  fame  time. 

It  was  not  in  the  leaft  furprizing  indeed,  that  the  South 
5"^^  Bufmefs  fhould  be  the  conftant  Topic  of  fo  many- 
People  :  In  a  General  Court  of  that  Company  it  was 
their  Bufmefs  to  talk  of  it,,  in  the  Senate  their  Duty,  in 
order  to  redrefs  the  Grievances  of  the  People,  and  to 
reftore  public  Credit.  The  Merchant,  fcarce  able  to 
purfue  his  Trade,  might  be  allowed  to  complain ;  and 
it  was  natural  in  the  unhappy  Sufferers  to  rail,  and,  as  it 
is  ufual,  though  without  anyjuft  Grounds,  blindly  to 
attribute  every  thing  that  mifcarries  in  a  State  to  the 
Perfons  then  in  Power,.  The  Miniftry  were  railed  at, 
whilft  they  with  Pity  looked  on  the  Misfortunes  of  their 
Fellow  Subjedls,  and  compallionating  their  LofTes,  were 
above  refenting  their  opprobrious  Language.  In  all 
this,  1  fay,  there  was  nothing  furprizing  :  But  to  hear 
thofc  who  Ihould  be  the  Minifters  of  God's  Word,  a- 

F  5  ^  mufmg. 
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muiing  themfelves  with  MercantileAffairs,  and  a  Scheme 
for  paying  National  Debts,  defcanted  on  in  a  Place  ib 
facred  as  the  Pulpit,  was  fomething  fliocking  indeed  ; 
and  this  not  by  a  Sufferer,  but  by  a  Country  Curate,  or 
petty  Town  Ledlurer,  perhaps,  who  never  had  a  Groat 
to  lofe  in  this  or  any  other  Company.  What  could  be 
the  Aim  of  their  Refledlions  and  Infmuations  ?  Is  it  not 
natural  to  fuppofe,  that  it  was  to  perfuade  the  Vulgar, 
that  Heaven  was  angry  at  what  was  done,  and  had 
marked  out  the  firft  Contrivers  of  it  for  the  Objedls  of 
its  Wrath  and  Vengeance ;  and  who  at  that  time  were 
fuppofed,  or  at  leaft  infmuated  to  be,  the  Contrivers  of 
it,  I  need  not  inform  you.  Yet  cannot  the  deJlruSii^^e 
Execution  of  a  felonious  Scheme  be  mentioned  by  a  Preach- 
er, without  his  having  a  Fling  at  the  late  Parliament  : 
This,  it  feems,  was  a  ^National  Judgment  for  the  Na- 

*  tional  Crimes  of  Avarice  and  Ambition,  which  fpread 

*  themfelves  almoil  over  every  Order  and  Degree  of 

*  Men  amongft  us ;  and  in  attempting  to  corrupt  the 

*  Reprefentatives  of  our  Nation,  would  have  made  them, 

*  like  the  Jenjjijh  Sanhedrim  and  Confiftory  ;  which,  by 

*  the  Prophet's  Account,  mull  have  been  a  Body  of  as 

*  deiignedly  wicked  Men,  as  ever  met  together  to  be- 
.*  tray  a  Conilitution.  ■  ^ 

Nor  muft,  in  fuch  a  Cafe  as  this,  the  Miniftry  be  for- 
gotten. As  I  would  not  be  thought  to  advance  what  is 
not  flri6lly  Fa£l,  1  will  not  affert,  that  in  any  of  the 
printed  Sermons  a  Prieft  had  the  Impudence  to  charge 
them  with  Bribery  and  Corruption  ;  but  Til  take  notice 
of  one  Paragraph  ih  a  Sermon  preached  about  the  Time 
I  have  been  talking  of,  and  leave  you  to  judge  whether 
or  no  there  be  any  fuch  thing  ftrongly  infmuated. 

*  We  fhall  be  iefs  furprized  at  thefe  Things,  fays  the 

*  Preacher,  when  we  pafs  into  the  Temple  of  the  Lord, 

*  and   fee  the  wonderful  and  horrible  ^hin^  ■   ^he 

^  PrieJIs  teaching  for  Hire,  and  the  Prophets  dinjining  for 

*  Money  or  Preferment : '  (By  the  by,  I  fhould  be  glad 
to  know  whether  this  very  Sermon  was  preached  gratis  i 
fcut  to  my  Purpofe)  *  futing  their  Do£lrines  to  theTimes, 

*  and  forbearing  at  leaft,  if  not  allowing  the  Vices  of 

*  the  Great  and  Powerful.    I  do  not  remember  to  have 

*  r€ad  or  heard  of  any  wdern  Sermon  at  Court  a- 

^       ,    '  f  agaittft 
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'  gainfl  the  Vices  and  Temptations  moll  incident  to  high 

'  and  exalted  Stations  ;  fuch  as  Bribery  and  Corruption^ 

'  or  Riot,  or  Luxury,  or  the  probable  Iniquities  of  a 

*  Mafquerade.    But  Love,  and  Peace,  and  Charity,  and 

*  Forbearance,  and  Toleration,  the  Duty  of  Miniilers 

*  of  the  Gofpel,  and  C^far%  undifputed  Title,  which 

*  are  in  themfelves  very  good  Topics,  properly  infift- 
'  ed  on,  are  there  exceliently  well  difplayed  and  in- 

*  culcated  into  an  Audience,  whofe  Sphere  of  A6lion 

*  requires,  for  the  moil  Part,  monitory  Difcourfes  of 

*  another  Nature.  And  would  to  God  this  were  the 
*^orll ;  and  that  Fearfulnefs,  or  Flattery,  or  Omifll^ 

*  ons,  were  our  greateft  Faults.    But  when  Dodlrines 

*  are  advanced  in  diredl  Contradidion  to  the  plainefl 

*  Words  of  Scripture  \ — " 

I  will  not  trouble  you  with  a  longer  Quotation,  I 
dare  fay  you  are  already  beforehand  with  'me,  and 
imagine  what  Subjedl  he  is  going  upon  ;  and  indeed  it 
would  be  furprizing  to  meet  with  fuch  a  Sermon,  and 
not  one  Fling  at  the  Bifhop  of  Hereford ;  to  whofe  eter- 
nal Praife  be  it  recorded,  that  he  has  been  reviled  irt 
almoft  every  Writing,  which  flnce  his  Majefly's  happy 
Acceffion  to  the  Throne  has  been  publiihed,  refleding 
on  his  facred  Perfon,  the  Proteilant  Succeflion,  or  his 
faithful  Miniflers.  Miftake  me  not.  Sir,  I  only  obferve 
this  in  palTmg,  to  the  Praife  of  that  great  good  Man, 
but  do  not  pretend  to  fay  that  there  are  any  fuch  Re« 
fiedlions  in  this  Sermon,  either  on  the  King  or  his  Mini- 
ftry  ;  but  vile  ones  there  are  upon  the  Bilhop,  unbecomr- 
ing  the  Stile  of  a  Gentleman,  and  ill  fuiting  with  the 
Charity  we  might  expe<5t  in  a  Prieil ;  but  take  his  owa 
Words. 

*  I  cannot  but  affirm,  that  I  look  upon  th^  modern 

*  Growth  and  Encouragement  of  Schifm,  the  open  Pro- 

*  feffion  of  Herefy,  the  numerous  daily  Attacks  made 

*  upon  our  Church,  to  be  juftly  chargeable  upon  the 

*  corrupt  Explication  of  thofe  Words  of  our  Saviour--* 
'  My  Kingdom  is  not  of  this  World ;  whereby  a  greater  La- 

*  titude  has  been  given  to  Men  defirous  of  Change^ 
'  than  ever  yet  the  CflURCH  thought  of  or  approve 

*  ed.     Nay,  Popery  itfclf,  to  which  it  direitly  tends^, 
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*  never  at  its  worft  allowed  fuch  unconditional  Indul- 

*  gences.    I  fay  it  diredlly  tends  to  Popery 

For  my  Part,  I  have  Charity  enough  in  me  to  be- 
lieve this  Preacher  very  ignorant ;  for  upon  entring  on 
this  Subjedl,  he  repeats  what  he  before  faid,  to  wit, 
that  he  difclaimed  all  Hypocrify  and  DilTrmulation  : 
And  in  a  Place  {o  facred,  fure  no  Man  could  condemn 
Prevarication,  and  at  the  fame  tim€  preraricate.  It 
mull  therefore  be  the  very  Extreme  of  Ignorance  to  ad- 
vance, that  the  Do6lrines  of  this  pious  Man  tend  di- 
redly  to  Popery,  when  all  his  Aim,  all  his  Labour  h^s 
been  only  to  root  out  the  very  Appearance  of  Popery 
from  amongft  us ;  which  one  while  feemed  like  a  Torrent 
Tufhing  in  upon  us,  when  all  Chriftian  Charity  was 
banifhed  from  amongft  us,  and  Perfecution  fhook  her 
Iron  Rod  over  this  Nation. 

You  will  be  apt,  I  am  afraid,  to  fay  ,  that  I  digrefsr 
from  my  Purpofe,  and  afk  what  thefe  Dodrines  have  to 
do  with  the  late  Confpiracy,  which  was  the  Subject  you 
delired  me  inform  you  of.  Reiecl  a  little,  and  the  thing 
will  anfwer  itfelf :  Dr.  Hoadley  owes  his  Preferment  to 
ills  prefent  Majefty,  and  that  juft  and  fagacious  Prince 
not  only  raifed  him  to  the  Epifcopal  Dignity,,  but  has 
lince  tranflated  him  to  a  better  See  ;  he  has  taken  him 
under  his  gracious  Protedlion,  and  defended  him  from 
the  ravenous  Vultures  that  would  have  devoured  him  : 
The  Refledions  do  not  therefore  fall  upon  him  only,  but 
on  the  beft  of  Princes  at  the  fame  time  ;  and  when  the 
Eifhop  is  railed  at  from  fo  facred  a  Place,  the  credulous 
deluded  People  are  taught,  that  either  the  King  knows 
3iot  whom  he  prefers,  or  prefers  impious  Men,  unfit  for 
the  Charge  of  Paftors,  and  who  betray  the  Truil  repofed 
in  them. 

Nor  are  thefe  the  only  Infinuations  that  are  to  be 
met  with  in  Sermons  of  that  Time  ;  you  know  what 
Noife  the  Bill  for  prefer ving  us  from  the  Plague,  made 
in  the  World,  and  what  handle  the  Building  of  Barracks^ 
was  made  both  againft  the  King  and  his  Mmifters.  This 
indeed  might  be  a  proper  Subjed  for  the  Politician  to 
difcufs,  or  a  Senate  to  debate  ;  but  to  hear  a  Pulpit- 
Orator  cry.  In  ^vain  Jhall  tve  hid  id  Barracks  for  reft  orrng 
iU  Sick^  and  prefsr^ving  th^  Sounds  is  Impudence  to  the 

higheft 
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higliefl  Degree.  In  the  fame  Author  we  find  a  much 
ftronger  Infmuation,  for  after  mentioning  the  BleiTmgs 
of  Pea<:e  (meaning  the  glorious  Utrecht  Peace)  he  tells 
us,  that  God  has  prefer-ved  our  Religion,  and  not  yet  de^ 
pri^ved  us  of  our  Liberties,  But  I  am  really  furprized  at 
nothing  that  could  come  from  a  Man,  v»^ho,  in  reckon- 
ing the  Punifhments  we  have  fafFered  for  our  Sins,  fays. 
Hence  n.ve  hwve  feen  Princes  become  Vagabonds,  and  beg 
their  Bread,  a?id  Nobles  feek  it  out  of  defolate  Places. 

I  cannot  drop  this  Subjed  without  taking  Notice  of 
two  other  Sermons,  though  I  fhall  not  dwell  upon  them, 
,the  Preachers  not  having  been  imprudent  enough  x.g 
print  their  Difcourfes ;  the  formxr  in  a  Country  Con- 
gregation, juft  at  the  Time  that  a  Report  was  fpread, 
that  there  was  another  Rifmg  in  Scotland :  The  Difcourfe 
was  introduced  as  a  moral  one,  and  in  the  Frohnium  no- 
thing vv  as  touched  upon  but  the  Heinoufnefs  of  Sirr  ; 
but  when  he  came  to  defcribe  a  Sinner,  we  had  the  Cha- 
racter of  an  Old  Whig  drawn  in  the  Light  he  is  ufually  fet 
oiF  by  a  Jacobite  Pencil ;  nor  was  the  30th  of  January^. 
and  the  Repeal  of  the  Schifm  Bill,  forgotten.  In  fiiorr, 
when  we  were  all  miade  fenfible  whom  he  meant,  the 
Difcourfe  was  concluded  with  a  Quotation  of  one  of  the 
Prophets  (for  you  may  obferve,  that  at  fuch  times  they 
are  always  fond  of  dealing  in  Prophecies)  Let  them  remem- 
ber that  Deftrii5iion  fhall  come  upon  them  from  the  North.  But 
the  Preacher  having  fince  given  an  Account  of  his  Stew^ 
ardfnip,  and  received  the  Rev/ards  or  Punifnnients  he 
deferved,  according  to  the  Works  done  in  the  Plefh, 
whether  they  were  good,  or  whether  they  were  bad  ;  I 
fhall  leave  him,^  and  proceed  to  the  other,  whom  I  llili 
believe  living. 

It  was  at  about  ten  Miles  Diftance  from  Town,  in  a 
very  large  Village,  arnl  at  a  Seafon  of  the  Year  v^^hen 
all  People  of  Quality  and  Fafliion  are  retired  to  their 
Country  Seats ;  and  I  know  no  Church  that  at  fuch 
time  has  a  more  polite  Audience.  Here  our  brawny  Pallor 
came  as  a  MifTionary,  for  he  was  a  Stranger  to  the 
Place ;  and  what  is  not  ufual  for  a  Stranger,  twice 
afcended  that  Pulpit  in  one  Day.  That  his  Audience 
might  be  the  better  prepared  to  receive  what  he  had  to 
iiay,  the  Morning  was  employed  in  infinuating  the  Dig- 
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nity  of  his  Calling,  and  teaching  his  Hearers,  that  im- 
plicitly to  believe  what  was  taught  by  orthodox  Priefts, 
was  the  ready  Way  to  Heaven.  This  was  an  excellent 
Foundation  to  build  upon,  and  fuch  a  Pofition  once  laid 
down,  what  might  not  be  advanced  ?  His  Afternoon's 
Text  was,  If  I  fay  tbs  Truth,  njjhy  do  ye  not  believe  me? 
And  in  his  Introdudion  he  told  the  Audience,  that  his 
¥/ords  might  much  better  be  applied  to  Cbrifiians  nowr 
a -days,  than  to  the  Je^s  of  old  ;  and  coming  to  fliew 
the  Caufe  of  our  Unfaithfulnefs,  he  attributed  it  to  Ig- 
norance and  the  Prejudice  of  Education,  or  to  the  Sancr 
'tity  and  Sublimity  of  the  Gofpel.  That  he  might  have 
the  more  Time  to  dvvell  upon  his  fecond  Head,  he 
fuon  went  through  the  iirij;,  and  in  a  Trice  difpatched 
all  Kinds  of  Diifenters  promifcuouily  to  Hell,  In  his 
fecond  Part  he  introduced,  I  really  cannot  tell  you  how^ 
but  introduce  he  did,  the  then  Bifhop  of  Bangor  ;  for, 
as  I  before  obferved,  he  never  efcaped  the  Cenfure  of 
fuch  Men  as  thefe,  vvho  always  honour  him  with  their 
Reproaches ;  for  the  Revilings  and  ScoiFs  of  wicked 
Men  are  always  an  Encomium  to  the  Juil  and  Pious. 

The  Danger  of  the  Church  was  a  w^orn-out  Cant, 
and  therefore  he  determined  to  try  v/ha.t  EfFe6l  the 
Danger  of  Religion  in  general  could  have  on  the  Minds  . 
of  fober  and  v/ell-difpofed  People.  To  this  End  he 
took  care  to  infmuate,  and  that  groily  too,  that  every 
Man  in  Power  was  little  better  than  an  Atheift,  when 
fuch  heterodox  Men  were  raifed  to  the  Prelature  ;  but 
led  there  fliould  be  fome  of  the  Bifhop's  Friends  pre- 
fent,  who  were  not  to  be  taken  with  fuch  an  Exapiple^, 
he  went  on  to  ihew  us  how  in  the  Days  of  old,  whea 
Piety  fiourilhed,  Perfecution  was  deemed  a  Chriftiau 
Virtue,  and  that  the  Arians  were  openly  branded  and 
puniil'ied ;  but  that  there  now  was  no  pious  Man  in  Km-- 
thority,  for  there  was  no  Inquifition  eilabliflied  to  punifli 
Delfts  and  Free-Thinkers,  and  to  rack  fuch  heterodox 
Wretches  as  pretended  to  expofe  the  Minifters  of  the 
Gofpel  in  fo  fcandalous  a  manner  as  the  hidepertdcnt  Whig 
had  done.  But  this  is  a  Subjcvl,  which  for  fom.e  par« 
ticular  Reafons  I  ihall  chufe  to  drop. 

I  would  not  have  you  think  that  I  ilrain  or  wi'elj 
the  Meaning  of  this  Preacher;  I  do  not  iiidjeed  tel,l 

you 
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you  that  thefe  were  his  very  Words,  but  I  can  afTure 
you  they  were  the  Senfe  of  them,  and  not  only  under- 
derilood  ib  by  myielf,  but  by  feveral  Perfons  of  Worth 
and  Honour  who  were  there  prefent ;  nor  can  I  have 
forgot  what  was  then  faid,  though  now  very  near  two 
Years  ago  ;  for  there  was  fom^thing  fo  remarkable  in 
the  Sermon,  that  I  that  very  Evening  took  Notes  of  it^ 
to  which  on  this  Occafion  I  have  had  Recourfe. 

As  I  do  not  in  the  lead  queflion  but  that  this  Letter 
will  be  communicated  to  fome  of  your  Tory  Acquaint-' 
ance,  I  v/ould  be  beforehand  with  them,  and  anfwer  an 
Objedlion  which  I  am  certain  they  will  make,  to  wit, 
that  in  fo  large  a  Body  of  Men  't's  impoilible  they 
flioi=Id  -all  be  good  ;  but  that  we  ought  not  to  call  a  Re- 
liedion  upon  the  Clergy  for  three  or  four  Sermons ; 
for,  fay  they,  your  Correfpondent  has  quoted  no  more. 
True,  I  have  not,  though  I  can  fay  I  have  heard  a 
great  many  more  of  the  fame  Nature,  but  durft  not 
trull  my  Memory  fo  far  as  to  cite  them,  left  I  fnould 
commit  an  Error,  and  wrong  any  Perfon  ;  and  indeed 
after  having  been  fcandalized  v/ith  thefe  and  feveral 
other  virulent  Libels,  I  always  took  Care  beforehand  to 
enquire  into  the  Charader  of  the  Preacher,  and  never 
expofe  myfelf  to  the  Hearing  of  falfe  Dodlrines  deli- 
vered from  a  Place  fo  facred.  But  notwithftanding 
this,  I  am  afraid  Jacobitifm  has  been  too  often  favoured 
by  thofe  v/ho  ftile  themJelves  Chriff's  Amhajfadorsj  nor 
have  they  yet  done  with  the  Topic,  witnefs  the  late 
Prefentation  of  the  Grand  Jury  at  IVincheJle?^ 

Befides  thefe,  a  vaft  Num.ber  of  them  came  Volun^ 
teers  into  the  Service,  and  very  artfully  fpread  the  Poi- 
fon  amongft  the  honell  well-m.eaning  Fart  of  the  Peo- 
ple ;  for  fuch  generally  are  the  Frequenters  of  our  Cha- 
rity Sermons,  whofe  Defign  in  coming  to  Church  at 
thofe  Times  is  to  bellow  their  Mite  towards  the  Educa- 
tion of  poor  needy  Children  and  forfaken  Orphans  % 
but  left  fome  of  them  lliould  refent  whatever  might  be 
advanced  reflecting  on  the  Government,  our  common 
known  Preachers  would  not  venture  at  fuch  a  Thing, 
but  fome  itinerant  ones  came  and  offered  their  Service  % 
Country  Curates,  moll  of  them,  I  fuppofe,  who,  fafe 
iri  their  own  native  Obfcurity,  came  up  to  Town  i  con- 
ceited 
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ceited  and  ambitious,  thought  Preferment  their  due, 
vented  their  Spleen  againfl  the  Miniftry,  becaufe  they 
'Were  not  preferred,  and  did  all  that  in  them  lay  to  ftir 
up  the  People,  then  trembling  at  the  Thoughts  of  what 
they  had  done,  hurried  down  in  the  Country  again, 
and  were  never  heard  of  more,  I  need  not  dwell  up- 
on this  Article,  the  Truth  of  it  is  fuiliciently  known, 
and  fach  Men  were  too  frequently  made  ufe  of  to  raife 
the  Seeds  of  Difcontent  in  the  Minds  of  tkeir  Hearers, 
and  to  pave  the  Way  for  an  Invafion. 

I  would  not  by  any  thing  I  have  here  advance^^ 
be  thought  to  reflecl  on  the  v/kole  Body  of  the  Clergy  ? 
Heaven  forbid  !  that  for  the  Crimes  of  fome,  I  fnould 
condemn  all.  I  know  there  are  a  great  Number  of 
them,  w^ho  tread  as  clofely  as  they  can  in  the  Steps  of 
the  Primitive  Chrillians,  and  not  meddling  with  the 
Kingdom  of  this  Worlds  flrive  to  inculcate  Piety  and 
Morality,  and  found  Doclrine  in  their  Audience  ;  whilft 
others,  truly  zealous  for  the  Church  and  Protellant 
Religion,  engage  their  Adverfaries,  and  without  much 
Diihculty  convince  the  Impartial,  that  this  Church  and 
Religion  is  much  more  fecure  at  prefent,  than  it  would 
be  under  a  Popiih  Prince. 

Whim  the  Reverend  Zealots  in  this  Caufe  Vv^ere 
thus  taken  up,  Means  were  thought  of  far  feducing  the 
very  Vulgar  and  the  Scum  of  Mankind,  Fellows  unfit 
for  any  thing  but  heading  a  Mob,  or  Heel-piecing  a 
Shoe  ;  and  as  Sermons  were  above  their  Sphere,  they 
mull  be  amufed  in  their  favourite  Alehoufes  or  refpec- 
tive  Stalls ;  for  this  End,  Numbers  of  fediticus  Ballads 
were  printed,  and  fung  about  the  Streets.  How  gree=- 
dily  did  the  deluded  Mob  fuck  in  the  Poifon,  v/hen  the 
Praifes  of  pretty  Jemmy  were  chaunted  ;  and  the  liftenr 
ing  Wretches  were  encouraged,  they  fay,  by  the  fur- 
rounding  Wenches,  who,  as  I  have  been  informed,  up* 
on  a  foiemn  Promife  that  they  would  be.  true  to  the 
Caufe,  often  granted  them  the  Favour  ;  for  our  Filles 
de  Joye  have  ever  been  very  zealous  for  the  Chevalier, 
whom,  with  his  Followers,  they  conftantly  remember  in 
their  Prayers,  and  whom  they  are  fully  determined  to 
Hand  by  to  the  lafl:.. 

The 
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■  The  mentioning  of  treafonable  Ballads,  publickly 
fling  in  the  Streets,  will  perhaps  iurprize  you  i  but  I 
can  afliire  you,  that  nothing  was  more  frequent  here 
one  while,  and  which  the  Records  of  Brid^^jusll  and  the 
Work-houfe  will  ftill  juftify  ;  feveral  of  them  having 
been  committed  there  by  fome  v/orthy  Magiftrates  of 
the  City,  who  were  refolved  to  put  a  Stop  to  this  grow- 
ing Evil,  but  in  vain  ^  they  were  of  the  Hydra  Nature, 
and  one  was  no  fooner  taken  oiF,  but  two  Harted  up 
in  its  room  ;  and  this  Method  was  conftantly  pradifed 
whilit  they  had  Hopes  left,  and  there  was  any  Spirit 
remaining  in  the  Party  ;  fuch  doubtlefs  was  the  En- 
couragement given  to  thefe  petty  Retailers  of  Treafon. 

1  Will  not  trouble  you  with  any  farther  Retrofpe^ls, 
but  proceed  directly  to  the  Time  when  the  grand  Bafi- 
nefs  was  to  have  been  brought  upon  the  Stage,  and 
that  was  at  the  Election  of  a  new  Parliament.     As  to 
what  foreign  Correfpondence  was  carrying  on  at  that 
Time,  what  Application  made  to  Potentates  for  a  Sup- 
ply, what  Schemes  projedled  among  thernfelves,  and 
things  of  this  Nature,  I  mufl:  refer  you  to  the  Report 
and  Appendix,  which  I  now  fend  you,  and  in  which 
you  will  find  all  the  dark  Defigns  and  hellilh  Contri- 
vances of  the  blackell:  of  Traitors,  traced  out  and  unra- 
velled by  a  wife  and  fagacious  Committee  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Houfe  of  Commons  ;  who  have  not  more  di- 
ftinguifhed  themfelves  by  the  prudent  Choice  of  fuch  a 
Committee,  than  the  Committee  diflinguiihed  themfelves 
by  their  indefatigable  Pains  and  deep  Penetration.  And 
indeed  to  this  Report  moil:  of  your  Friends  are  indebt- 
ed for  the  Share  of  Reafon  they  at  prefent  enjoy  ;  it  tho- 
roughly convinced  them  of  their  Errors,   and  they  have 
not  been  afhamed  to  ov/n  it ;  even  your  old  Crony  Mr. 

—  ,  who  was  always  the  loudefl  in  ridiculing 

the  Plot,  not  only  in  Company,  but  in  all  Places,  has  • 
very  frankly  recanted,  and  that  in  a  public  manner  too, 
and  ingenuoufly  confeffed,  that  no  Man  in  his  Senfes 
could  read  the  Report,   and  doubt  the  Truth  of  the 
Plot. 

It  was  on  all  hands  believed,  and  by  the  Jacobites 
entirely  depended  upon,  that  while  the  feveral  Coun- 
ties, Towns,  and  Boroughs  of  this  Kingdom  were  pro- 
ceeding 
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ceeding  in  tlie  Choice  of  Reprefentatives  in  a  new  Par- 
liament, his  Majefly  would  make  a  Tour  to  his  German 
Dominions  ;  and  what  time  fo  proper  for  their  Under- 
taking as  when  the  King  was  abfent,  and  we  had  no 
Parliament  ?  and  therefore  now  or  never  the  grand  Work 
was  to  be  done. 

The  very  Day  the  Parliament  was  diflblved^  which, 
to  the  beft  of  my  Remembrance,  was  the  loth  of  March^ 
the  Heads  of  the  Party  got  together,  and,  in  order  to 
amufe  the  People,  and  fee  what  Numbers  they  could 
raife  on  Occafion,  ventured  to  make  fome  Bonefires, 
imitating  the  Fvcjoicings  which  were  made  at  the  Dilio- 
lution  of  OU^er\  Rump  Parliament ;  and  our  Streets 
runo;  with  the  Cries  of  the  Hawkers,  who  were  difperhng; 
the  lafi  Will  and  Teflament  of  the  old  deceafed  F arliament.^ 
the  CharaSfer  of  the  Rump  Parlia?nent,  Sec.  But  on  this 
Occafion  none  exerted  tfiemfelves  with  fuch  undaunted 
Impudence  as  the  Freeholder ;  who,  I  think,  had  not 
made  his  Appearance  in  the  World  above  fix  "Weeks  be- 
fore, and  therefore  for  what  Purpofe  fet  up  we  may  ea- 
fily  imagine.  He  had,  from  his  frft  coming  out,  dealt 
in  very  bitter  Invedives,  but  the  Moment  the  Parlia- 
ment Vvas  difTolveds  he  gave  an  unbounded  Loofe.  I 
would  not  willing  /  repeat  any  thing  after  him  that 
fhould  give  Offence  •  but,  as  I  iuppofe,  |this  Paper  was 
coniined  to  the  Town,  and  probably  never  reached  you> 
I'll  give  you  a  Paragraph,  and  that  one  of  the  modeilefl 
too,  pubiifhed  in  the  firll  Paper,  which  came  out  after 
the  Proclamation,  and  in  which  he  gives,  at  leaft  as  he 
pretends,  an  Account  of  whatever  was  tranfaded  by  the 
late  Parliament. 

'  The  fecond  and  third  Seffions,  fays  he,  had  nothing 

*  remarkable  in  them  but  the  Ad  for  a  general  Indem- 

*  nity,  and  the  Tryal  of  the  Lord  Oxford,  which  was 

*  the  only  Cafe  but  one  v/herein  the  two  Houfes  diiter- 

*  ed  during  fo  long  Continuance  :  and  if  they  had  diifer- 

*  ed  in  fome  more  material  Points,   others,  perhaps^ 

*  might  have  efcaped  Mifery  as  well  as  that  noble  Lord. 

*  They  likewife  pafled  a  famous  Ad,  to  qualify  his  Ma- 

*  jelly  to  be  Governor  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  with- 

*  out  taking  the  Oaths  neceffary  for  that  Ofhce  ;  and 

*  another  againll  wearing  Cloth  Buttons.'         .  . 

I  muH 


Prefent  State  of  Affairs.  I'^g. 

I  mull  take  notice  of  one  Thing  more  in  the  fame  Pa  - 
per,  and  that  is  his  Obfervation  upon  the  repealing  of 
the  Schifm  Bill.  This  zealous  Churchnian,  fond  of  Per-  . 
fecution,  endeavours  to  reprefent  one  of  the  moft  glori- 
ous, moll  charitable,  and  moll  Chriixian-like  At\s  of 
that  Parliament,  as  a  Thing  prejudicial  to  the  Church, 
nay  to  -the  Proteilant  Religion  :  But  take  his  own  Words, . 

*  Thefe  Laws  made  by  one  Parliament  for  the  Security 

*  of  the  Frotefiant  Religion^  were,  by  another  Parlia-,, 

*  ment  repealed,  for  the  Security  of  the  Proteftant  In-^. 

*  tereji: 

1  have  already  told  you,  that  I  would..not  repeat  any 
of  thofe  Pafiages  which  had  given  Offence  ;  and  if  thefe 
are  his  modefl  Expreihons,  you  may  eafily  guefs  what, 
the  others  muil  be  :  And  yet,  v/hen  the  Printer  was. 
brought  to  his  Tryal,  it  was  infinuated  by  the  Party  to 
be  a  Breach  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Subjed,  v/ho  was  no 
longer  nov/  allowed  to  complain  of  his  Grievances  ;  that 
it  was-  for  fiding  with  the  Church  Party,  with  a  great 
deal  of  Common-place  Cant  of  the  fame  Nature.  And 
now  I  mention  the  Pmfecution  againil  him,  I  fuppofe, 
you'll  be  curious  to  know  what  Punilhment  he  met 
with  ;  he  was  tried  and  convided,  but  not  yet  fentenced. 

I  would  have  Men,  who  have  m^ei  with  fuch  Mildnefs 
and  undeferved  Mercy,  ferioully  rtke£l  on  what  they 
might  have  expelled,  had  they  been  guilty  of  libelling 
a  Government  any  where  amongil  our  Neighbours ;  and 
that  I  may  not  be  thought  to  quote  the  fevereft,  I  would 
only  have  them  imagine,  that  they  did  the  fame  thing 
at  Paris  :  If  they  do  not  know  v/hat  Fate  they  might 
have  expected  there,  I  can  eaiily  inform  them ;  they 
would  have  gone,  v/ith  all  their  Abettors,  to  the  Bafiile^ 
and  never  have  feen  the  Day-light  more  till  they  had 
been  removed  to  Gra<ve -Square^  there  on  a  Wheel  or 
Gibbet  to  have  ended  their  Days.  But  I  am  digrelTing^ 
from  my  Purpofe. 

The  Confpirators  here  having,  in  vain,  applied  them- 
felves  to  feveral  foreign  Potentates  for  AlTiflance  to  carry 
on  their  treafonable  Defigns,  refolved  now  to  venture, 
upon  their  own  Strength  ;  and,  as  1  before  obferved, 
thought  no  Time  fo  favourable  as  that  of  the  Eledions, 
when  Mobs  and  Riots  are  too  frequent.    How  reliefs, 

their 
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their  Endeavours  were,  we  are  all  very  fenfible  i  the  re" 
peated  Cries  which  were  every  where  heard,  o{  No  Sep' 
temtlal ^arliame7it  (a  Word  that  was  made  Ufe  of  as  a 
Bugbear  to  frighten  and  biafs  the  People)  the  repeated 
H  uzzas  of  Do^jn  nvith  the  Rumps,  often  mixed  with  the 
Shouts  of  High  Church  and  Ormond  for  e^ver  !  plainly  de- 
monftrate,  that  there  were  too  many  whofe  whole  Time 
was  employed  in  feducing  and  deluding  the  Vulgar  : 
and  I  wilh  to  G  od  fome  of  the  Clergy  Irad  not  a  confider- 
able  Share  in  all  thefe  Difturbances,  efpecially  as  you 
will  iind  obferved  in  the  Report,  that  the  two  moit  riot- 
ous ElcvPdons  of  any  throughout  the  Kingdom,  were 
that  of  JVeJlmmJter,  a  Place  under  the  imm.ediate  Influ- 
ence of  the  Bidiop  of  Rochefier,  and  that  of  Co^-'entry, 
which  appears  to  have  been  animated  by  Carte,  a  Non- 
juring  Clergyman,  an  Agent  of  the  Bilhop's,  and  one 
employed  by  him  in  managing  his  treafonable  Ccrref- 
pondence. 

But  as  a  Mob  was  not  of  itfelf  fufHcient  to  bring  the 
mighty  Work  to  bear.  Money  was  raifed  here  in  Eng- 
land, partly,  I  fuppofe,  given  by  thofe  who  moft  impa- 
tiently longed  to  fee  their  Country  involved  in  Blood 
and  Ruin,  the  other  Part  lent  upon  the  Chevalier's 
Notes ;  and  with  thefe  Sums,  Ships  were  provided,  fuch 
as  the  Resolution,  and  fome  others  yet  untaken,  and 
fome  hired  here  in  i?;jr^/^W^  and  the  late  Duke  of  Or- 
mond, v/ith  a  great  Number  of  Officers,  and  large  Quan- 
tities of  Arms  and  Ammunition,  was  to  have  come  over 
and  headed  the  Enterprize. 

But  we  now  fee  that  we  had  a  wife  and  vigilant  MI- 
niftry,  who  had  nothing  at  heart  but  the  Service  of  their 
King,  and  the  Good  of  their  Fellovv^-SiibjcdS;  who  de- 
nied themfelves  Reft  that  they  might  give  it  to  their 
Country,  and  were  perpetually  labouring  to  procure 
Eafe  to  others.  How  indefatigably  they  countermined 
every  Meafure  of  the  Confpirators,  the  Event  fufficiently 
witnefies ;  and  that  with  luch  Prudence,  that  the  Con- 
fpirators never  miftrufted  that  their  Defigns  were  betray- 
ed. How  were  they  furprized  to  fee  every  Step  they 
took  prove  a  wrong  Step,  their  Intentions  abortive,  and 
all  their  Projeds  mifcarry  !  Little  they  thought  that  the 
Miniilers,  like  fo  many  Guardian  Angels  of  the  Land 

were 
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were  perpetually  watching  for  its  Welfare,  turned  the 
Edge  of  their  Arrows,  and  diverted  the  threatening  Fate, 
In  Ihort,  they  had  the  Mortincatlon  to  fee  all  the  Elec- 
tions  of  England  over  without  having  been  able  to  ftrike 
a  Stroke ;  and  what  was  a  double  Mortification  to  them, 
began  to  be  pretty  well  afiured,  that  their  reillefs  Endea- 
vours were  ail  in  vain,  and  that  we  had  Parliament  re- 
turned to  whom  our  Liberties  and  the  Proteftant  Intereil 
were  equally  dear. 

If  I  may  prefume  to  dive  into  the  Secrets  of  thofe 
who  arc  at  the  Helm  of  Affairs,  I  am  apt  to  imagine, 
that  they  did  believe  all  thefe  Difappointments,  joined 
together,  would  intirely  damp  the  Jacobite  Party,  and 
make  them  fit  down  contented  with  the  Enjoyment  of 
what  they  willingly  would,  but  could  not,  deprive  them- 
felvc  s  of but  fuch  was  the  Infatuation  of  thefe  Wretches, 
they  were  not  to  be  baulked.    One  would  have  thought 
them  fomething  of  the  Nature  of  the  Tyrant  Anta^ns^ 
and  if  from  every  Fall  they  did  not  gather  new  Strength, 
at  lead  they  did  new  Rage ;    which  grew  to  fuch  a 
Height  from  their  laft  Difappointment,    that  it  was 
thought  unfafe  to  conceal  it  any  longer,  and  Prepara- 
tions mull  be  made  to  repel  their  defperate  Rage  by 
open^  Force.    Accordingly  on  Monday  the  7th  of  May 
1722,  a  Camp  was  marked  out  in  Hyde-Park,  to  which 
the  Troops  of  his  Majefcy's  Houlhold  marched  the  next 
and  following  Days.    All  CfHcers  were  ordered  to  repair 
to  their    refpedive  Commands  ;  Lieutenant-General 
Macartney  was  difpatched  to  Ireland^  to  bring  over  fome 
Troops  from  thence  into  the  Weft  of  England,  and  In- 
ftrudtions  were  fent  to  Mr.  Horace  Walpole,  who  fome 
few  Days  before  went  over  to  Holland,   to  defire  the 
States  to  keep  the  Guaranty  Troops  in  a  Readinefs  to 
be  tranfported  to  England ;  for  his  Majefty  was  very 
tender  of  putting  his  Subjects  to  any  more  Charges  than 
what  were  absolutely  neceffary  for  their  own  Security  i 
and  therefore  he  would  not  bring  over  the  Dutch  Forces, 
till  it  fhould  be  unfafe  to  delay  it  any  longer.    And  his 
Majefty  was  pleafcd  to  give  Notice  of  the  Confpiracy  to 
the  Lord  Mayor,  thereby  to  prevent  any  Tujjiult  in  th^ 
City. 
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My  Lord^  Whitehall,  May  8>  I  722. 

HI  S  Majelly  having  nothing  more  at  Heart  than  the 
Peace  and  Safety  of  his  good  City  London,  the 
Pro:e6lion  of  its  Inhabitants,  and  the  Support  of  pub- 
lic Credit ;  has  commanded  m,e  to  acquaint  your  Lord- 
fhip,  that  he  has  received  repeated  and  unqueilionable 
Advices,  that  feve.al  of  his  Subjeds,  forgetting  the  Al- 
legiance they  owe  to  his  Majefty,  as  well  as  the  natural 
Love  they  ought  to  bear  to  their  Country,  have  entered 
into  a  wicked  Confpiracy,  in  concert  with  Traytors 
abroad,  for  raifmg  a  Rebellion  in  this  Kingdom  in  fa- 
vour of  a  Popilli  Pretender,  with  a  traiterous  Defign  to 
overthrov/  cur  excellent  Conilitution  both  in  Church 
and  State,  and  to  fubjeft  a  Proteilant  free  People  to  Ty- 
ranny and  Superflition  :  But  I  am  perfuaded,  that  it  will 
be  a  great  Satisfaction  to  your  Lordihip  and  the  City  to 
find,  that  at  the  fame  time  that  I  am  ordered  to  inform 
you  of  this  Defxgn,  I  am  likewife  commanded  by  his 
Majefiy  to  let  you  know,  that  he  is  £rmly  affured,  that 
the  Authors  of  it  neither  are,  nor  will  be  fupported, 
nor  even  countenanced  by  any  foreign  Power.  And  as 
his  Majelly  has  had  timely  Notice  of  their  wicked  Ma- 
chinations, and  has  made  the  proper  Difpofitions  for  de- 
feating them,  he  has  no  Reafbn  to  doubt,  but,  by  the 
Continuance  of  the  BleiTmg  of  Almighty  God,  and  the 
ready  AiTiflance  of  his  faithful  Subjedts,  this  Effort  of 
the  Malice  of  his  Enemies  will  be  turned  to  their  own 
Confufion. 

His  Majeiry  makes  no  doubt  but  your  Lordihip,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  Truft  repofed  in  you,  will,  in  Conjunction 
with  the  other  Magiffcrates  of  his  good  City  of  London, 
exert,  with  the  utmoll  Care  and  Vigilance,  your  Autho- 
rity, at  fo  important  a  Conjundure,  for  the  Prefervation 
of  the  public  Peace,  and  the  Security  of  the  City.    I  am, 

rOWNSHEND. 

The  next  Day  his  Majefty  in  Council  was  pleafed  to 
fign  and  order  a  Proclamation  forthwith  to  be  publifhed, 
for  putting  the   Laivs  in  Execution  againji  Fafifis  and 
■Nonjurors^  and  for  commanding  all  Papi/ts^   and  reputed 

Fcipijh, 
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Pxipiprs,  to  depart  from  the  Cities  of  London  ajid  Well- 
niiniter,  and  from  ~ujithin  ten  Miles  cf  the  fame  ;  a72d  for 
co'nfining  Papzfs,  and  reputed  Fapifs,  to  their  Habitations , 
and  for  putting  in  Execution  the  La^ivs  dgainf  Riots  and 
Rioters . 

The  Confpirators,  who  were  always  upon  the  Watch 
to  gather  fome  Advantage,  if  pofnble,  even  from  every 
Difappointnient,  took  this  Opportunity  to  fpread  feveral 
Reports  detrimental  to  public  Credit,  and  thofe  amongfl 
them  who  had  any  Money  in  the  Bank  began  a  Run  up- 
on it ;  and  South  Sea  Stock,  which  at  that  time  was  about 
50,  fell  to  about  77  :  And  by  thefe  Means  they  hoped 
to  fpread  new  Difcontents  amongfl  the  People,  efpecially 
amongfl  the  unhappy  Sufferers  in  this  Company  ;  but 
this  IJefign  alio  mifcarried,  and  in  fome  Days  Stock 
gradually  rofe  till  it  reached  its  former  V alue. 

But  flill  the  Party  had  fome  Hopes  left,  or  rather  were 
refolved  to  attempt  fom.ething  for  their  Caufe  ;  and  in 
this  they  v/ere  the  more  encouraged  by  the  Death  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  v/ho  died  at  Wind/or  on  the  i  6th 
of  June,  about  four  in  the  Morning ;  and  as  they  were 
fatisfied  that  he  mull:  have  a  magnificent  Burial,  at  v/hich 
there  w^ould  be  a  vail  Concourfe  of  People,  they  thought 
it  might  be  a  very  proper  Time  for  putting  their  Defign 
in  Execution,  and  we  are  told  that  they  had  accordingly 
taken  Meafures  for  this  Purpofe  ;  but  the  Burial  was  not 
on  the  appointed  Day,  and  the  deferring  of  it,  once 
more  difappointed  their  Projedls. 

The  laft  time  they  fixed  was  at  the  breaking  up  of  the 
Camp ;  to  which  End  they  had  taken  Care  to  corrupt 
fome  of  the  old  Serjeants,  and  were  endeavouring  to  cor- 
rupt as  many  more  Veterans  as  they  pofnbly  could  ;  but 
this  Attempt  you  will  find  much  more  particularly  related 
in  Layer  s  Tryal,  which  I  have  already  fen-t  you,  and  in 
the  Report,  which  you  will  receive  with  this  Letter. 

That  you  may  read  the  Appendix  with  much  more 
Eafe  than  I  have  done,  I  have  herein  inclofed  you  an 
Explanation  of  all  the  fidlitious  Names  made  ufe  of  b^ 
the  Confpirators,  that  you  may  at  once  fee  who  are  the 
Perfons  meant,  without  being  obliged  to  turn  over  to 
the  Report,  in  which  they  are  explained, 
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An  Alphahetical  Key  to  ihe  RE  FOR  T, 

Bel  Kis  Majeftv, 

Armftrong  and  Com-Not  yet  decyphered. 
pany 

E— .  of  O  y. 


Burfbrd 
Bonna^ville 

yames  Baker 

Beautiful  Squire 
Mr.  or  Mrs.  Burton 
B—  

Brokers 

Barrels 

Barker 


Th^  Chief 

Mrs.  Chaumont 

N.  Clifton 

N.  Crone 

N.  Cleaton 

Xord  Cra'^ivford 

Cane 

Chinjers 

Chit~Mood 

Sir  John  ChriJIy 

Carpenters 

Coutade 
Cronjo 
Colin  s 
Chnton 
Dix'weli 
Digby 
Dupleffis 
Dijfode 
Du  Bcis  ^ 
Du^uy 


Chrifiopher  Glafcock,  Dilloti% 
Secretary. 

I"  George  Kelly,  alias  "Johnfon* 

Cbrijlopher  Layer. 

Mrs.  Spelman,  alias  Tel  lop, 

Bro^n,  an  Irijb  Merchant 

at  Bilboa, 
Aq;ents. 
Army, 

Some  confiderable  Perfon  in 
France,  whofe  true  Name 
is  not  yet  difcovered. 

|-  Pretender. 

L.  iV —  and  G — . 

Xi.    "  ~  * 

General  DillGn. 

Sir  "John  d'Ohrian,  another 

of  Dillon  s  Secretaires. 
Scots  Soldiers. 
George  Kelly,  alias  yohnfbn, 
James  Talbot. 

Colin  Cafnpbell  of  GlenderouL 
Not  yet  decypbered. 

General  Dillon* 

Glafcock,  Dillons  Secretary, 
Bifhop  of  Rochefier. 
George  Kelly ^  alias  John/on. 

Dum^vilh 


J)tim'ville 
Dodfnjcorth 
Fly 

M, 
Freeman 
Farmer 
Mr.  Fr  am  ft  on 
Finch 
Fgx 

Forejler 
T>.  Gainer 
D.  GregGf-y 

Gerrard 

G.  H. 

Goods 

Girt 

Hew:! 

Houlder 

Ho^-well 

Hatfeld 

Hanjukjay 

Biibherts 

Ho 
Hore 
Hccvolty 
Hancock 
.  Hacket 
yackfon 
Jofeph 
Mrs.  Jones 
T.  Jones 
T.  IllingtOH 

7-  7- 

James  John/an 

Ireton 

Jujlus 

Mrs.  Kinder: 

Kirton 
Killigrewo 

Vox.  IL 
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Sir  Redmund  E'verard. 
F rancis  Macnamara . 
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Mr.  William  Moor. 
Not  yet  decyphered, 

^  General  Dillon, 

Glafcock,  Dillons  Secretary* 
Sir  John  d^Obrian^  ^Dillons 

Secretary. 
George  Kelly y  alias  Johnfon^ 
Irijh  Soldiers. 
A  hundred  Men. 
Hi5  Majefty. 

The  late  Duke  of  Ormnd. 
Glafcock,  Dillons  Secretary* 

^  George  Kelly y  alias  John/on, 

Dennis  Kelly, 

^  Sir  Harry  G  g. 

Not  yet  decyphered. 
George  Kelly y  alias  Johnfon* 
Not  yet  decyphered. 

I  Pretender. 

D.  of  iV  . 

^Bifhop  of  Rochejkr. 


George  Kelly y  alias  John/on* 

iBifhop  of  Rochefter, 
Mrs.  Hughesy  Nurfe  to  the 
young  Pretender. 

Dennis  Kelly, 

G  Lani 


14^ 

hatie 

Lunelle 

Law  Suit 

Lo^ty 

"Malcom 

Mrs.  Malcom 

M^forneuve 

Mansjpeld 

Medley 

Mufgra've 

Morfield 

Moore 

MciX'well 

Naunfon 
Ncvjell 
^itnxjell 
Querry 
Sir  Red 

Rogers 
G.  Roberts 
Stands  ell 
Steele 
St.  John 
Anthony  Saunders 
Arthur  Stephens 
Stanford 
St.  George 
Mr.  S and/or d 
G.  Samp/on 
G.  Saunders 
G,  Stephen/on 
G,  Sandford 
Sanders 

Saddles 

Saddlers 

Sophifters 

Symms 

Sjmons 


Reflexions  on  the 

Late  Earl  of  Mar. 
George  Kelly ^  dXidLS'yohnfon. 
Pretender's  Caufe. 
The  Miniftry. 
Pretender. 
The  Pretendrefs. 
George  Kelly. 
Morgan. 

I  Late  Duke  of  Ormond. 

I  Late  Earl  of  Mar. 

Nicholas  Wogan. 

A  Relation  of  the  late  Earl 

of  Mar. 
Bilhop  of  Rochefler. 
Captain  Haljiead. 

"^Glafcock^  Dillons  Secretary. 

Redmund  E'verard. 

Bifhop  of  Rochejter. 

John  Plunkett. 

Glafcocky  Dillon  s  Secretary. 

Pretender. 

Regent. 

Glafcock,  Dillons  Secretary. 
^  George  Kelly,  alias  John/on, 

Dennis  Kelly. 


•Sir  Harry  G    '  g. 

Thomas  Carte,  a  Nonjuring 

Parfon. 
Regiments. 

IriJ^  Soldiers.  \ 
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Skinner 

Stocks 

Tom 

Thomas 

trotter 

Tanners 

Jojhua  Vernon 

J^imes  Vertion 

Watfon 

JVejicn 

Wilkins 

Mrs.  Williams 

George  Williams 

Waggs 

Wine 

Walton 


Xoland 
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The  Confpiracy. 
Late  Duke  of  Ormonde 


Thomas  Carte. 
Tories. 

George  Kelly,  alias  John/on^ 

Late  Earl  MariJhaL 

Bifhop  of  Rochejler. 

George  Kelly,  alias  Johnfon^ 

Mr.  Harvey  of  Com.b^ 

Thomas  Cai  te. 

Whio;s. 

An  Invalion. 

One  Morgan,  Intendant  of 
the  Pretender's  Ships  at 
Cadi%, 

Nicholas  Wogan, 

Bilhop  of  Rochejler. 


I  am  afraid  that  I  have  been  fomething  tedious  in  the 
narrative  Part  of  my  Epiftle,  and  therefore,  without  de-- 
raining  you  any  longer,  T\\  jufl  take  Notice  of  th'e  pre- 
fent State  of  our  Affairs,  and  anfwer  fome  of  the  Cries 
which  are  often  heard  amongft  the  difalfeded  and  deluded 
Part  of  the  Nation. 

Although  we  may,  from  the  Meafures  which  have 
been* taken  to  prevent  the  intended  Stroke  of  the  Con- 
fpirators,  hope  that  we  now  are  fafe,  yet  ought  we  not 
to  reft  too  fecure,  and  thereby  give  our  Enemies  an  Op- 
portunity of  compalTmg  their  Ends.  Their  Endeavours, 
we  find,  are  reftlefs  :  George  Kelly  had  been  taken  up  oa 
Sufpicion  of  treafonable  Pradices,  he  was  bailed  out  ; 
you  fee  the  firft  Ufe  he  makes  of  his  Liberty  is  to  fettle 
a  new  Key  of  fiftitious  Names  with  his  Correfpondents 
abroad,  and  the  very  Moment  that,  by  the  Indulgence  of 
our  Conftitution,  he  had  got  out  of  Cuftody,  he  employ-r 
ed  the  Liberty  he  had  recovered  to  fubvert  that  Confti- 
tution by  which  he  had  obtained  it.  Nor  is  he  the  only- 
Example  1  can  quote ;  after  the  imprifoning  of  the 
Chiefs  of  thii>  Defign,  they  could  not  give  over,  and 
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<^lacki7itoJh  was  feized  at  Gra^vefend,  as  he  was  coming 
here  to  form  new  Schemes,  in  Conjundion  with  the  yet 
undifcovered  Traitors. 

But,  fay  you,  when  the  Chiefs  are  feized,  and  all 
their  Projeds  countermined,  what  Need  have  we  of  an 
Addition  of  Forces  ?  of  what  Service  is  an  Army  when 
our  Enemies  are  defeated  ?  New  Taxes  muft  furely  be 
laid,  in  order  to  make  a  Provifion  for  an  additional 
four  thoufand  Men,  and  this  is  what  the  generality  of 
the  People  fo  loudly  complain  of ;  and  1  fuppofe  you 
would  go  farther,  and  fay.  Are  our  Liberties  and  Pro- 
perties intirely  fafe,  whilH  there  are  fuch  Numbers  of 
i^^orces  on  Foot  ? 

Look  a  little  backwards,  andrefle£l  on  the  loud  Cla- 
jnours  which  were  lately  made  againll  a  Standing  Army, 
and  to  bear  a  Part  in  which  we  alfo  were  drawn.  What 
3^as  the  Aim  of  the  Jacobites  in  all  this  ?  To  get  the 
Aimy  difbanded,  which,  if  done,  they  had  certainly 
compafTed  our  Ruin,  and  fubverted  our  Conftitution, 
and  we  Ihould  not  only  have  loft  all  that  was  dear  and 
valuable,  but  Ihould  have  been  perpetually  curfed  with 
the  tormenting  Refiedion,  that  v/e  ourfelves  had  contri- 
buted all  that  in  us  lay  to  our  Ruin,  and  vigt)roul]y  af- 
fifted  the  Confpirators  in  tlie  Completion  of  it. 

I  ^How  you,  indeed,  that  a  great  Number  cf  their 
Chiefs  are  taken  up,  and  thereby,  one  would  think,  in- 
capacitated to  do  further  Mifchief  ;  but  are  we  therefore 
fafe  ?  I  wiih  I  could  fay  we  were  ;  but  you  will  find  by 
the  Report,  that  a  great  many  were  engaged  in  the  cri- 
jninal  Correfpondence,  whofe  Names  are  not  yet  difco- 
vered,  and  vv^ho,  perhaps,  are  capable  of  doing  the 
greateil  Mifchief.  The  Example  of  thofe  two  I  have 
juil  above  quoted,  fufficiently  convinces  us  how  reftlefs  the 
padioB  is,  and  fpite  of  all  the  Vigilance  of  their  Guards, 
there  are  thofe  of  greater  Dillindion  than  Kelly  or  Mackin- 
tq/h,  who,  even  from  their  Prifon,  have  fown  the  Seeds 
of  Difcord ;  who,  under  all  Adverfities,  take  Care  to 
keep  up  the  Spirit  of  their  Party,  and  with  their  Bleffmgs 
endeavour  to  curfe  the  Nation.  Nor  ought  we  ever  to 
reil  fecure,  and  without  Apprehenfion,  whilft  there  are 
fuch  turbulent  Spirits  as  an  Alheroni  or  Francifco  living. 
It  is  a  Catholic  Caufe  they  are  carrying  on^  and  there- 
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fore  the  Number  of  our  General  Officers  ought  to  anfwer 
that  of  the  Roman  Conclave,  and  we  fliould  at  leaft  keep 
as  many  Soldiers  on  Foot  as  there  are  Jefuits  abroad. 

But  if  you  ferioufly  confider  the  Charges  which  muft 
arife  from  the  keeping  up  thefe  additional  Forces,  you. 
will  find  them  to  be  much  lefs  than  you  perhaps  at  firft 
imagined  Here  are  no  Officers  of  any  kind  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  but  fuch  a  Number  of  private  Men  who  are 
incorporated  into  the  old  Regiments.  And  at  the  very 
firfl  opening  of  the  Parliament,  when  the  carrying  on  of 
a  Confpiracy  was  declared  fr©m  the  Throne,  his  Majefty 
did  not  from  hence  take  Occafion  to  alk  for  large  Sup- 
plies, as  ancient  Stories  fay  has  been  often  pradlifed  5 
far.  from  it,  he  diredled  the  Commons,  v/ho  doubtlefs 
would  raife  Money  fufficient  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Nation,  to  order  the  Provifions  they  fhould  make  for  de- 
fraying the  Expences  which  the  treafonable  Praftices  of 
our  Enemies  had  put  us  to.  with  fuch  Frugality  as  very 
little  to  exceed  the  Supplies  of  the  laft  Year.  And  in- 
deed fuch  Meafures  are  now  taking,  that  it- is  to  be  hoped 
our  Catholics  will  be  obliged  to  pay  the  Charges  of  their 
Catholic  Plot. 

But  fuppofe  the  Expences  had  been  much  greater^ 
fuppofe  that  they  had  all  fallen  upon  us,  are  then  our 
Liberties  of  fo  little  Value  that  they  are  not  worth  our 
being  at  fome  Charges  to  preferve  them  ?  Have  fo  much 
Blood,  and  fo  many  Millions  been  fpent,  fmce  the  Re- 
volution, in  the  Defence  of  our  excellent  Confiitution, 
and  fhail  we  at  once  dellroy  the  ¥/ork  of  thirty-live 
Years,  rather  than  add.  a  few  thoufands  to  the  already 
difburfed  Sums  ?  Or  lhall  we  lofe  all  that  we  have,  ra- 
ther than  give  an  inconfiderable  Part  of  it  to  fecure  the 
reft  ?  For  Shame,  after  having  been  fo  zealous  in  this 
Caufe  for  fo  many  Years,  and  engaged  in  fo  many  pru- 
dent Undertakings,  don't  let  us  flacken  at  once,  and  ad: 
like  Madmen.  If  v/e  muft  bow  to  the  Yoke,  we  had 
much  better  have  done  it  at  once,  and  all  our  Reliftance 
would  ferve  only  to  lharpen  the  Refentment  of  Popifh 
Zealots,  and  our  former  Endeavours  after  Happinefs 
increafe  our  Mifery. 

The  other  Obje(rtion,  though  not  mentioned  by  you, 
I  have  often  heard  from  feveral  deluded  People,  and 
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rery  well  know  you  mean  it  :  I  know  it,  becaufe  I  have 
fever ai  times  inconfiderably  a{ked  the  Queftion  myfelf. 
Whether  we  could  depend  upon  our  Liberties  and  Pro- 
perties being  entirely  fafe,  whilft  there  are  fuch  Num- 
bers of  Forces  on  Foot 

\  have  already  anfwered  the  latter  Part  of  this  Quef- 
tion, to  v/it,  that  our  Standing  Army  is  not  greater  than 
what  is  abfolutely  neceffary  for  our  Defence  ;  but  fup- 
pofe  it  confiderable  enough  to  inflave  us,  fuppofe  (tho' 
there  be  not  the  leaft  Ground  for  fuch  a  Suppofition) 
that  we  had  Reafon  to  apprehend  his  Majefty  defigned 
to  make  himfelf  abfolute,  fhall  we  therefore  clamour 
for  the  difbanding  of  the  Army,  and  make  ourfelves 
an  eafy  Prey  for  the  Pretender  and  his  Fa6lion  ?  If  we 
do,  we  are  fure  of  having  one  bred  up  in  the  Notions 
of  abfolute  Monarchy,  Tyranny,  and  Perfecution.  V/e 
lhall  not  be  a  Monarch's  Slaves,  but  a  Slave's  Slaves, 
for  fuch  he  is  to  Priefts  and  Jefuits.  A  holy  Office  of 
Inquiiition  would  foon  be  eflablilhed,  before  whofe  dread 
Tribunal  we  mull  all  appear ;  Church  Lands  mufl  be 
rellored  to  Popilh  Priefts ;  we  fhould  fee  the  Scum  of 
Mankind  wallowing  in  Riches,  aud  lording  it  over 
their  Betters,  with  all  the  haughty  Infolence  of  Church- 
men, whilfl  we  muft  crouch  beneath  their  Feet,  and  ne- 
ver prefume  to  contradid  or  queftion  one  Syllable  of 
what  they  fay  ;  for  certain  as  we  do,  we  Ihould  be  hur- 
ried to  a  Bifhop's  Dungeon,  or  Inquifition  Prifon,  there 
to  pine  on  Bread  and  Water,  and  ever  now  and  then 
to  tafte  the  Torments  of  a  Rack,  till,  out  of  Compaf- 
fion  to  our  Sufferings,  the  merciful  Priefts  fhould  con- 
deicend  to  put  an  End  to  our  Pains,  by  expofmg  us  to 
the  Crowd  on  a  Wheel,  or  exalted  Gibbet,  as  Traitors 
to  God  and  his  holy  AmbaiTadors,  and  Blafphemers 
againft  his  Word,  thereby  to  deter  the  reft  of  Mankind 
from  prefuming  to  offend  a  Prieft. 

Were  we,  on  the  other  hand,  to  be  fubdued  by  his 
prefent  Majefty,  were  he  to  gain  an  abfolute  Power  over 
us,  we  fhould  ftill  be  governed  by  the  Temporal  Arm ; 
which,  compared  to  the  Ecclefiaftic,  is  Liberty  indeed. 
We  fhould  have  on  the  Throne  a  Prince,  whofe  Laws 
would  be  abfolute,  but  whofe  Will  is  mild  ;  who,  though 
truly  pious,  is  not  to  be  Prieft-ridden,  or  fwayed  by 
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fuperftitious  Fears  :  A  Monarch  whofe  Principles  make 
him  averfe  to  Perfecution,  and  whofe  Fault  (if  I  may 
prefume  to  charge  him  with  any)  is  a  Temper  toa 
much  inclined  to  Mercy  ;  of  which  we  have  had  fo 
many,  and  fuch  confpicuous  Examples,  that  'twould  be 
needlefs  to  quote  any.  Had  he  been  lefs  compalTio- 
nate,  this  Confpiracy  would  not  probably  ever  have 
been  formed  ;  doubtlefs  feveral  of  the  Chief  would 
have  been  taken  off  at  the  Time  of  the  Frejlon  Re- 
bellion, and  the  ungrateful  Wretches  would  not  have 
had  it  in  their  Power  to  have  attempted  againfl  the 
Life  of  a  Prince,  to  whofe  Mercy  they  owe  their  own. 

But,  thank  Heaven,  we  have  not  the  leaft  Reafon,  the 
leaii:  Grounds  to  appreRend  any  fuch  thing.  What  At- 
tempts have  been  made  towards  it  ?  Whofe  Properties 
has  his  Majeily  feized  upon  ?  What  Alteration  has  he 
made  in  our  Religion  ?  Whom  has  he  perfecuted  ? 
Whofe  Heritage  has  he  plundered,  and  whom  has  he 
unjuilly  put  to  Death  ?  Far  from  it,  he  has  always  been 
tender  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Subjed,  has  always  fhun- 
ned  the  leaft  Occafion  of  giving  us  any  Umbrage.  When 
the  Bill  for  better  preferving  us  from  the  Plague,  and 
for  building  Barracks,  was  pafTed  and  figned,  what 
Prince  but  himfeif  would  have  parted  with  the  exten- 
five  Power  given  him  in  it  ?  and  yet  when  his  Majefty 
was  informed  that  his  Subjedls  were  uneafy  at  it,  when 
he  had  ferioully  confidered  and  found  that  the  Power 
given  him  there  might  touch  their  Liberties,  if  he  pleaf- 
ed  to  make  an  ill  Ufe  of  it,  how  readily  did  he  give  it 
up  !  the  Parliament  had  another  SelTions  chiefly  for  the 
Repeal  of  that  Bill,  and  it  was  at  the  Defire  of  his  Ma- 
jefty, and  by  the  Intcreft  of  his  Miniftry,  that  it  was  * 
repealed. 

When  a  Man  has  ignorantly  been  led  into  wrong 
Meafures,  the  beft,  the  wifeft,  the  moft  honourable 
thing  he  can  do,  as  foon  as  he  opens  his  Eyes,  is  to 
abandon  his  wicked  Companions,  and,  as  much  as  in 
him  lies,  to  make  Atonement  for  the  Mifchief  he  may  ^ 
have  done.  This  at  prefent  is  our  Cafe  ;  the  Monkey 
has  too  long  made  ufe  of  the  Cat's  Paw  :  By  artfully 
fpreading  the  Poifon  amongft  us,  they  have  made  us 
tlie  kiudeft  in  the  Clamours  raifed  againft  the  beft  of 
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Kings,  and  the  wifeft  of  Miniilers.  But  e'er  yet  It  be 
too  late,  let  us  convince  them,  that  we  tread  in  theif 
dangerous  Footl^eps  only  whilft  we  are  hood-v/inked^, 
and  that  having  recovered  the  Light  of  Pveafon,  we  all 
unanimoufly  join  againft  the  common  Enemies  of  our 
Country,  of  our  Religion,  and  of  our  Liberties ;  and 
that  we  will  never  bow  down  our  Necks  to  a  bigotted 
Fugitive,  or  court  the  Yoke  of  Superiiition  and  Slavery. 
We  were  upon  the  Brink  of  Ruin,  and  jufl  ready  to 
throw  ourfelves  down  the  Precipice ;  but  let  the  Danger 
of  the  Fall,  and  the  Horror  which  prefents  itfelf  before 
our  Eyes,  warn  us,  whilft  yet  'tis  time,  to  fly  the  De- 
ftrudion  which  would  inevitably  attend  us. 

As  for  thofe  infatuated  Wretches,  with  whom  folid 
Argument  has  no  Weight,  who  jfhut  their  Eyes  left  they 
fhould  fee,  or  who  are  obftinately  bent  to  purfue  their 
deftrudive  Purpofes,  let  fuch,  if  they  won't  give  them- 
felves  Time  to  refledl  on  their  own  Ruin,  but  for  a  Mo- 
ment conflder  what  they  entail  upon  their  Poi^erity,  and 
I  dare  fay  it  will  fright  them  into  Reafon,  and  fhock 
them  into  Underllanding :  Beggary,  Ignorance,  and 
Slavery  will  be  the  undoubted  Portion  of  their  Children, 
and  they  may  account  themfelves  happy  if  they  are  al- 
iov/ed  to  enjoy  thefe  unmolefted. 

The  Noble  ought  to  confider  that  he  will  faon  be  up- 
on a  Level  with  the  very  Scum  of  the  World  ;  for  be- 
fides  protecting  Cardinals,  ConfelTors,  and  fuch  like 
People,  who  often  rife  from  the  Dunghill,  let  him  turn 
his  Eyes  upon  the  mock  Monarch's  Court,  and  fee 
Titles  conferred  upon  bafe-born  Beggars,  Perfons  adorn- 
ed with  Robes  and  Garters,  who  were  born  to  Live- 
ries and  Shoulder-knots,  zealous  Perfecutors  made  Prime 
Minifters,  and  unfkilled  Attornies  at  once '  leaping  into 
the  Chancellor's  Seat.  Let  our  Commoners  remember, 
that  they  muft  never  more  expedl  to  reprefent  their 
Country  ;  for  what  has  an  abfolute  Monarch  to  da  with 
Parliaments  }  Their  Eftates  will  be  taken  from  them  to 
reward  thofe  who,  in  the  worll  of  Times,  as  they  call 
it,  have  been  true  to  his  Caufe  ;  or  fuppofe  they  Ihould 
not,  all  the  Church  Lands,  which  are  half  the  Lands 
of  the  Kingdom,  muft  be  reftored ;  and  of  what  re- 
mains, twenty  Shillings  in  the  Pound  would  not  fufhcc 
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to  pay  tKe  Interefl  of  the  Chevalier's  Debts.  The 
Merchant,  who  has  ventured  his  Life,  and  all  his  Wealth 
upon  the  tempeftuous  Seas,  returning  home,  mull,  after 
the  Example  of  fome  of  our  Neighbours,  unlade  his 
Treafure  in  the  Royal  Storehoufes,  and  be  content  with 
what  Part  of  it  his  Monarch  pleafes  to  give  him.  The 
Soldier  mud  reft  at  home  in  inglorious  Eafe,  and  if 
there  be  a  War,  muft  fee  fawning  Cowards  enjoy  thofa 
Places  of  Honour  which  are  due  to  his  Valour,  for  fuch 
doubtlefs  would  be  his  Favourites.  What  elfe  can  be 
expeded  from  one,  who  when  he  had  an  Army  more 
numerous  than  that  by  which  he  was  oppofed,  and  had 
not  a  fmgle  Foot  of  Land  to  ftake  againft  three  King- 
doms, yet  would  not  draw  a  Sword,  or  venture  one 
Combat,  for  the  glorious  Prize  ?  And  what  Man  of  true 
Valour  would  fight  for  fuch  a  one  ? 

Let  a  Man  of  Learning  confider,  that  in  fuch  Days 
Learning  would  be  a  capital  Crime,  and  that  nothing 
lefs  than  Fire  and  Faggot  would  be  the  Reward  of  one 
who  would  pretend  to  underftand  the  Scriptures,  or  to 
have  them  by  him  in  his  Mother-Tongue.  Let  the  Op- 
prefTed,  and  thofe  who  would  feek  Protedlion  under  a 
Monarch's  Wing,  relledl,  what  CompafTion,  what  pater- 
nal Love  he  could  have  for  his  People,  who  has  none 
for  his  Child  ;  an  Infant  who  never  was  capable  of  of- 
fending him,  but  whom  he  would  have  expofed  *  to 
the  Rage  of  a  Civil  War,  that  he  might  have  continu- 
ed fafe  at  home. 

Is  there  a  Man  truly  devout,  or  that  has  one  Graia' 
of  Religion  in  him,  that  will  ft  and  up  for  one-  bred  ia^ 
Italian  Superftition,  or  a  true  Englijhman,  who  defires  a 
King  nurfed  up  in  French.  Politics  ?  The  Man  who 
really  loves  his  Country  and  Fellow-fubjedls,  cannot 
want  to  fee  them  governed  by  one,  wha  has  all  his> 
Life-time  been  taught  to  look  upon  them  as  Traitors. 

But  here  is  another  Set  of  People,  amongft  whom  I 
could  heartily  wifti  that  there  were  none  in  this  Intereft,, 
becaufe  their  Inftuence  over  the  Minds  of  the  'People  is 
very  great ;  I  mean  our  Clergy.  I  will  not  pretend  to 
point  out  any  particular  Perfons  amongft  them,  and  if 
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I  do  fufped  any,  I  heartily  wiih  I  may  wrong  them  ; 
but  if  there  be  any  fuch,  how  great  muft  their  Infatua- 
tion be  ?  Can  they  pretend  to  be  Minillers  of  God's 
Word,  and  want  to  fee  that  Word  abolifhed  ?  for  fuch 
in  effeft  it  would  be,  and  its  Place  ufurped  by  human 
Tradition.  Can  they  ftile  themfelves  zealous  Proteft- 
ants,  and  want  to  put  themfelves  under  the  Government 
of  a  Romifh  Bigot  ?  Can  they  cry  out,  that  the  Church 
is  in  Danger,  and  yet  endeavour  to  bring  in  a  Papift  to 
*  refcue  and  defend  her  j  the  very  Fundamentals  of  whofe 
Religion  teach  him,  that  'ds  his  Duty  to  deftroy  it,  and 
believes  that  negledling  an  Opportunity  of  doing  it 
would  be  Damnation  eternal. 

What  End  therefore  can  any  miftaken  Reverend 
Zealot  propofe  to  himfelf  in  an  Attempt  of  this  Na- 
ture ?  his  Intereft  probably  ;  for,  fay  they,  the  Church 
Lands  would  then  be  reftored  to  us.  True,  they  would 
be  reftored,  but  not  to  them.  The  Chevalier  would 
bring  over  Priefts  enough  to  take  double  PolTelTion  of 
sail  our  Livings,  were  the  Number  of  them  double,  and 
the  abounding  Convents  would  fwarm  with  preaching 
Monks  and  Jefuits  ;  but  not  a  Member  of  the  Church  of 
England  muft  expedi  any  Preferment,  not  even  if  they 
ihould  renounce  their  own  Religion,  and  embrace  the 
Catholic.  Indeed,  fliould  there  happen  to  be  fome  pet- 
ty Cure,  unworthy  the  Acceptance  of  an  old  ftaunch 
Believer,  the  Profelyte  might  hope  to  come  in  for  it ; 
but  that's  the  higheft  he  muft  ever  aim  at. 

To  convince  them  that  this  is  not  a  new-ftarted  No- 
■  tion,  I  will  take  the  Liberty  of  quoting  a  Fa£l  which 
happened  in  the  Year  853,  with  the  Opinion  of  the  Ec- 
clefiaftics  of  thofe  Days,  relating  to  the  Ufage  they 
muft  expe£l  from  a  Prince  of  a  different  Perfuafton, 
The  Story  is  this,  *  Amand,  King  of  Snj:eden,  having,  by 

*  his  tyrannical  Government,  juftly  enraged  his  Subjects 

*  againft  him,  they  rofe  and  drove  him  out  of  the  King- 
^  dom,  and  called  in  Olaus,  a  pious  Prince,  to  reign  in 

^*  his  ftead.  This  Olaus  being  converted  to  the  Chriftian 

*  Faith  by  Anfgarius,  afterwards  Biftiop  of  Bremen,  took 

*  care  that  this  Dodrine  fhould  be  preached  in  his  Do- 

*  minions,  and  to  that  End  called  in  fome  few  Priefts, 

*  whom  he  took  under  his  Proteftion,  and,  who  fettling 

*  at 
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*  at  VpfaU  formed  a  Convent,  or  kind  of  little  Univer- 

'  Mean  while  the  Heathens  of  that  City  began  loud- 

*  ly  to  inveigh  againll  the  Chrillians,  as  having  inter- 

*  rupted  their  Sacrifices  (for  they  had  a  miraculous  Idol 

*  at  Ubfal,  to  which  they  were  wchit  to  facrilice  human. 

*  Creatures)  and  the  Minds  of  the  Superflitious  were 

*  poifoned  with  the  Danger  of  their  Religion,  tho'  no 

*  Force  had  ever  been  ufed  to  make  them  embrace 

*  the  Chriflian  Faith.    The  Agents  of  Amand  took  Care 

*  to  foment  thefe  Difcontents,  and  managed  their  Af- 

*  fairs  fo  very  dextroufly,  that  they  at  laft  won  over  e- 

*  ven  thofe  infatuated  Priefts  to  their  Party,  who  blindly 
"  *  embracing  the  Notion  of  Amand\  being  their  lawful 

*  Sovereign,  preached  up  the  Doflrine  of  Hereditary 

*  and  Indefeafible  Right.    At  length,  but  too  late,  they 

*  opened  their  Eyes,  and  faw  their  Folly  ;  then  it  was 

*  they  would  willingly  have  atoned  for  pail  Crimes  % 

*  and  thoroughly  convinced  of  their  Error,  they  pre- 

*  fented  a  Kind  of  Addrefs  to  Olaus,  to  the  Senfe  of 

*  which  I  have  diredly  kept  clofe,  though  I  have  fome- 

*  what  altered  the  barbarous  Phrafe,  and  drefTed  it  up 

*  in  a  modern  Stile,' 

To  his  Highnefs  Prince  Olaus,  King  of  the 
Swedes  and  Goths ;  The  humble  Jddrefs  of 
the  Ecclejiaftics  rejiding  at  Upfal,  under  the 
Protection  of  his  Highnefs. 

REfle6ling  on  our  former  Crimes,  'tis  with  Shamei 
and  Confufion  we  approach  the  Throne  of  your 
Highnefs ;  but  if  a  fmcere  Repentance,  and  a  hearty 
Relblution  of  Amendment  can  make  us  find  Grace  in 
your  Sight,  none  of  your  rebelling  Subjeds  lhall  be 
better  intitled  to  your  Pardon.  We  confefs.  Great  Sir, 
that  we  have  endeavoured  the  Subverfion  of  your  Go- 
vernment, and  joining  with  your  Enemies,  have  ufed  our 
utmoft  Arts  to  bring  in  a  bigotted  Pretender.  Strange 
Infatuation  !  that  we  fhould  have  been  fo  blind  to 
Reafon,  to  the  Didates  of  Religion,  and  to  our  own 
Intereft  !  for  had  we  compaffed  our  Ends,  what  could 
we  have  propofed  to  ourfelves  ?  How  ridiculous  is  it 
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to  think  tliat  a  Heathen  Tyrant  would  proted  the 
Chriftian  Faith,  or  that  he  would  maintain  us  in  the 
Enjoyment  of  the  Property  which  your  Highnefs  has 
beftawed  upon  us.  Far  from  it,  om  holy  Scriptures 
V  ould  have  been  trampled  upon,  the  Priefts  of  the  Idol 
would  have  taken  PoffeiTion  of  what  we  now  have,  and 
all  that  we  could  hope,  for  having  been  inftrumental 
in  fettling  the  Crown  upon  the  Tyrant's  Head,  would 
be  the-  Favour  of  being  the  laft  facrificed  to  the  Idol, 

Full  of  thefe  Sentiments  we  beg  Leave  to  approach 
your  Highnefs,  and  to  afTure  you,  that  our  future  Doc- 
trines fhall,  in  fome  meafure,  atone  for  our  paft.  We 
kave  indeed  ufurped  a  Province  which  in  no  wife  be- 
longed to  us,  and  neglefting  the  Bufmefs  of  true  Pa- 
llors, and  the  Concern  of  Souls,  we  have  bufied  our 
Heads  with  Politics,  and  taken  upon  us  to  a£l  as  Mi- 
nillers  of  State  ;  a  Fault  which  we  never  more  would 
be  guilty  of,  did  we  not  in  Confcience  think  ourfelves 
obliged' to  fet  the  Minds  of  thofe  People  to  rights,  whom 
we  have  led  aftray,  and  to  remove  the  dangerous  No^ 
tions  which  we  have  inculcated  in  the  Youth  committed 
to  our  Care.  This  done>  we  will  always  content  our- 
felves with  preaching  the  pure  Chriftian  Faith,  and  care- 
fully inftrudling  your  Subjedls  in  it,  always  remembring 
that  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Kingdom  of  thfs 
World. 

The  Slopes  we  have  of  being  intirely  freed  from  thofe 
who  fhall  prove  actually  guilty,  is  no  fmall  Joy  to  the 
Well-wiftiers  of  the  Government.  Layer,  who  has  been 
a  principal  Agent  in  the  Confpiracy,  you  know,  lies  un- 
der Sent^pice  of  Death  ;  and  as,  'tis  faid,  that  he  has 
not  been  very  ingenuous  in  his  Confellion,.  'tis  generally 
believed  that  he  will  at  lafl  be  executed.  Flunket  has 
beea  found  guilty,  and  he  will  be  imprifoned  during 
the  Fleafure  of  his  Majeily,  his  Heirs  and  Succeilbrs, 
and  'tis  made  Felony  for  him  to  attempt  to  efcape,  or 
for  any  one  to  afTifl  him  in  fuch  an  Attempt,  and  what 
Jhe  has  is  confifcated,,  Kellfs  Fate  is  the  fame  ;  and  the 
Biihop,  'tis  probable,  will  be  deprived  of  his  Ecclefiafti- 
cal  Revenues,  and  baniftied. 


There 
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There  are  fome  who  love  to  make  a  Noife  at  every 
Meafure  that  i-s  taken  againft  Confpirators,  and  there- 
fore 'tis  no  Wonder  that  proceeding  againfl  him, 
by  way  of  Bill,  fhould  be  clamoured  at,  though  it  was 
the  Method  thofe  very  Perfons  would  lately  have  had 
ufed  againfl  the  South  Sea  Dkeftors.  I  know  that  you 
are  well  verfed  in  old  Law-Cafes,  and  therefore  I  will 
,iE0t  trouble  you  with  the  many  Precedents  that  former 
Reigns  have  furnifhed  us  with,  of  Proceedings  in  this 
Manner;  and  indeed  it  is  very  neceffary,  that  extraor- 
dinary Steps  Ihould  fometimes  be  taken  in  Cafes  of 
Treafon,  without  which  a  Nation  never  v^ill  be  fafe. 
I  will  not  fay  that  our  Laws  are  deficient,  but  in  fon'ne 
Cafes  they  are  too  tender ;  and  it  is  very  polTible  for 
Wretches  to  compafs  and  imagine  the  Ruin  of  their 
King  and  Country,  and  yet  to  fcreen  themfelves  from 
what  is  called  a  legal  Convidlion.  But  in  this  Cafe  ft 
proves  otherwife,  and  thofe  who  have  been  loudell  in 
their  Clamours,  againfl  fuch  a  V/ay  of  Proceeding, 
have  fmce  owned,  that  there  was  Evidence  enough  to 
convi6l  any  of  them  in  a  common  Court  of  Juflice,  and 
that  the  Punifhment  infaded  on  them  was  too  fmall 
for  their  Crimes. 

I  will  not  trouble  you  any  farther.  I  hope  by  this 
time  that  you  are  pretty  well  convinced,  that  we  have 
too  long  been  in  Error  ;  and  do  not  let  Pity  for  thofe,. 
who  would  have  fhewn  you  none,  move  yoar  Heart  : 
Or,  to  arm  your  Mind  with  Refentment  againfl  Trai- 
tors, remember  that,  if  you  can  forget  the  Injury  that 
might  be  intended  to  you  in  particular/  a  Britijb  Soul 
ought  never  to  forgive  an  Attempt  to  ruin  his  Country. 
'Tis  not  our  Caufe  only,  but  the  glorious  Caufe  of  L  1- 
B  E  R  T  Y  that  we  fight.  LIBERTY,  in  the  De- 
fence of  which  fo  much  Blood  has  already-been  £hed, 
fuch  Sums  have  been  fpent ;  LIBERTY,  which  if 
we  could  not  procure  for  ourfelves,  would  be  cheap 
bought  for  our  Poilerity  with  the  Lofs  of  our  Lives  ; 
without  which.  Grandeur  is  nothing  more  than  golden 
Fetters,  Riches  Beggary,  and  Life  a  State  far  worfe 
than  Death.  But  I  need  not  dwell  any  longer  upon  this 
Subjedl,  to  one  who  knows  the  Value  of  it  fo  very  v/ell, 
whofe  Birth  and  Principles  have  long  fince  inculcated 
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that  old  Romafz  Maxim  in  him.  That  Slavery  is  worfe 
than  Death,  aiid  that  to  live  is  to  be  free.    I  am, 

S  I  Ry 

Tour  humble  Ser^vant^ 

CAT  O. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

SINCE  my  fetting  down  to  write  this  Letter,  there 
has  been  publilhed  a  Report  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
which  I  have  alfo  taken  Care  to  fend  you,  and  which 
was  made  by  the  Duke  of  Dor  Jet,  and  a  Committee  of 
ilx  other  Temporal,  and  two  fpiritual  Lords.  And  can 
any  Man  in  his  Senfes  now  doubt  of  the  Truth  of  a 
Plot,  when  both  Houfes  have  concurred  thus  unanimouf- 
]y  in  acknowledging  one,  and  proceeding  againft  the 
Offenders  ?  When  the  Fads  have  been  enquired  into  by 
Men  of  fuch  Senfe,  Juftice,  Honour,  and  Probity,  and 
again  confirmed  by  them  in  a  judicial  Capacity.  I 
would  have  you  carefully  read  over  the  Appendix,  an- 
nexed to  this  lall  Report,  and  obferve  what  is  contain- 
ed in  the  Papers  taken  about  the  Officers  who  were 
feized  by  Captain  on  board  the  Re^volution  ;  and  by 
thefe  you  will  find  moft  of  thofe  Things,  which  were 
only  fuggeiled  in  the  firil  Report,  abfolutely  confirmed. 

But  there  has  happened  one  Thing,  which  has  gone 
farther  in  fatisfying  the  Incredulous,  and  bringing  them 
over  to  Reafon.  You  know  it  was  every  where  whifpered 
by  thofe  who  wifh  fo,  that  the  King  had  not  Evidence 
fufficient  legally  to  convince  thefe  Men  ;  and  as  they 
have  managed  it,  he  did  indeed  not  want  any.  In  the 
Defence  which  they  made,  they  thought  fit  to  call  their 
Evidences ;  but  fuch,  that  out  of  their  own  Mouths  they 
might  have  been  condemned.  What  m.anifeft  Perjuries, 
what  dired  Contradidions,  and  what  notorious  Falfhoods 
were  heard  from  them  ?  they  have  opened  the  Eyes  of 
\  half  the  Blind  ;  and  indeed  fo  very  true  is  that  Remark 

oi  O^idh^  Heu  I  auam  dtffiiik  ejl  Crimen  non  frodere  ^ 

Some 
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Some  of  them  in  the  Height  of  their  Defence,  and 
when  they  have  been  endeavouring  to  jiiftify  themfelves, 
have  acculed  themfelves  more  efFe6laally  than  all  the 
King's  Coimfel  could  have  done.  Such  may  ever  be 
the  Fate  of  Traitors  !  Whilil  they  are  endeavouring  the 
Ruin  of  their  Country,  may  they  compafs  their  own, 
and  in  attempting  to  enflave  us,  let  them  lofe  their  Li- 
berties !  f 

I  had  almoft  forgot  to  take  Notice  of  one  Thing, 
and  that  is,  if  I  may  be  permitted  the  ExprefTion,  the 
unprecedented  Lenity  (hewn  to  thofe  who  ftand  accufed 
of  Treafon.  Several  amongft  them,  who  had  a  connder- 
able  Share  in  the  Plot,  and  who,  in  any  other  Reign, 
v/ould  have  been  fent  to  Nen  :zate,  have  been  10  far  in- 
dulged  as  to  be  committed  to  the  To^Ajer,  Thofe  amongil 
them,  who  would  have  been  unable  to  have  fupported 
themfelves  in  a  Prifon,  have  been  kept  at  a  Meflen- 
ger's  Houfe,  and  there  fed  at  the  Government's  Char- 
ges 5  and  thofe  againfl  whom  there  were  very  ilrong  Suf- 
picions,  but  no  diredl  Proofs,  have  been  admitted  to 
Bail,  and  in  EiTecl  reilored  to  Liberty,  barely  upon: 
giving  a  pecuniary  Security,  that  if  called  upon  they 
would  make  their  Appearance. 

There  is  another  Piece  of  Lenity  which  has  been 
fhewn  them,  and  that  is  the  extreme  Patience  with  v/hicli 
they  have  been  heard.  It  is  indeed,  you  will  fay,  but 
reafonable,  when  a  Man's  All  is  concerned,  that  he 
Ihould  be  allowed  to  plead  in  Defence  of  his  Proper- 
ty ;  I  own  it,  and  whenever  Juftice  has  been  ilridly  ex- 
ecuted, great  Regard  has  been  had  to  ^ \n  in  their 
Circumftances  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time.  Care  has  always 
been  taken  that  they  fnould  keep  clofe  to  the  Point  in 
making  what  Defence  they  could,  but  never  were  al- 
lowed to  amufe  or  trifle  with  a  Court.  Yet  in  the  Cafe 
of  thefe  Criminals,  not  one,  but  feveral  Days  have  been 
taken  up  with  their  Defence,  and  the  Evafions  and 
trifling  Arguments  they  have  made  ufe  of  and  this,  not 
before  a  common  Court  of  Juftice,  but  our  fupreme 
Court  of  Judicature.  If  any  thing  farther,  that's  ma- 
terial, relating  to  this  Confpiracy,  fhould  offer,  you  may 
depend  upon  hearing  from  me  very  fpeedily  again. 


Royal 
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Royal  Gallantry :  ovy  the  Amoin^s  of  a  cer^ 
tain  K—g  of  a  certain  Country ^  who 
kept  his  C—rt  at  a  certain  Place ^  much 
in  the  fame  Latitude  with  that  oj  W-fl- 
m-nft-r,  related  in  the  unhappy  Adven^ 
tures  of  Palmiris  and  Lindamira  ^  in 
which  the  CharaBers  of  Terfander  and 
C^farina  are  vindicated  from  the  Af- 
perfons  that  have  heeny  or  may  be^  cajl 
upon  them  ;  and  the  unfortunate  Death 
of  the  jormer  fet  in  a  true  Light.  DoJie 
from  the  French^  by  Qki:  o. 

Ego  intus  ^  in  cute  no^vi^ 

i?j  T  H  o  M  A  s  Gordon,  Efq;^ 
Anno  1723. 

IT  is  a  ftanding  Maxim  with  a  great  Number  of ^ 
People,  that  the  evil  Aclions  of  K— gs  ought  never 
to  be  expofed ;  but  the  Jullice  of  fuch  a  Notion  I 
jfhall  leave  to  the  Determination  of  every  impartial  Read- 
er :  For  once,  however,  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  tranfgrefs 
their  Rule,  that  I  may  faithfully  relate  an  Adventure, 
in  Vv'hich,  Ihould  I  offer  to  draw  a  Veil  over  the  A6lions 
of  a  certain  M-n-rch,  I  muft,  in  every  Circumflance, 
depart  from  the  Truth. 

Palmiris,  a  Gentleman  of  an  ancient  Englijk  Family, 
lofing  his  Father  and  Mother  very  young,  found  him- 
felf,  when  he  came  to  Age,  Mafter  of  an  affluent  For- 
tune. A  Defire  of  travelling,  natural  to  one  of  his  Years, 
foon  made  him  quit  his  native  Shore,  and  the  Kingdom 
of  France  was  the  f.ril  his  Curiofity  led  him  to,  whofe 
Scepter  was  then  fwayed  by  St.  Louis,    It  was  much 

about. 
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about  the  Time  this  pious  Monarch  was  preparing  for  an 
Expedition  to  the  Holy  Land^  with  a  Jy^^x^in  to  ailiil  all 
the  Eailern  Chriilians,  and  Falmh-'is  determined  to  ac- 
company him  thither,  not  fo  much  out  of  Piety,  for  he 
was  too  young  for  any  ferious  Thought  of  that  Nature, 
but  out  of  a  Defire  of  fignalizing  himfelf  by  fome  glori- 
ous Action. 

To  this  End  he  appeared  at  the  Court  of  France  with 
an  Equipage  becoming  his  Quality  and  Fortune,  and  was 
extremely  well  received  by  the  King  and  both  the 
Queens  ;  nor  was  it  long  before  he  found  himfelf  in  the 
good  Graces  of  the  Ladies,  and  indeed  how  could  he  mix's 
of  being  a  Favourite  am.ongft  them  !  He  was  complai- 
fant,  generous  and  gallant,  and  equally  indebted  to  Na- 
ture for  the  Beauties  of  his  Body  and  the  Endowments  of 
his  Mind.  Several  of  them  formed  Defigns  upon  his 
Heart ;  and  as  he  was  far  from  being  of  a  favage  Tem- 
per, as  many  as  would  fall  in  with  him  his  own  Way, 
had  no  Reafon  to  complain  of  him.  But  Death  and  Love 
are  two  fatal  Deities,  whofe  Power  every  one  mull  fooner 
or  later  feel.  Falmiris  had  not  long  enjoyed  the  Plea- 
fure  of  intriguing  with  the  French  Ladies,  before  he  fav/ 
the  beauteous  Lindamira ;  he  faw  and  loved  her,  but 
loved  her  to  Madnefs,  even  to  Marriage-Madnefs.  On 
the  other  hand,  Lindamira  looked  upon  him  as  an  agree- 
able Lover,  as  well  as  a  Man  who  was  able  to  raife  her 
to  that  Fortune  fhe  fo  jullly  deferved ;  for  her  Friends, 
though  Perfons  of  Quality,  had  lived  in  a  very  extrava- 
gant Manner,  and  found  themfelves  utterly  unable  to 
give  her  a  Fortune. 

Often  would  fhe  think  of  the  Advances  made  her  by 
Falmiris^  and  one  while  fancy  they  were  only  the  Effedl  of 
an  habitual  Gallantry ;  and  at  another  time,  that  his  Defigns 
perhaps  were  not  honourable.  Then  would  fhe  confider, 
if  fhe  did  marry  him,  fhe  muil:  refolve  to  abandon  her 
native  Country,  but  this  fhe  found  would  be  no  great 
DifHculty  to  her,  and  fhe  wiflied  that  there  was  no  other 
Obflacle  to  prevent  it  :  On  the  other  hand,  Falmiris  felt 
as  many  Difquiets ;  he  feared  that  Lindamira  would  ne- 
ver love  him  well  enough  to  forfake  her  Friends,  her 
Country,  and  her  Relations,  to  follow  him  ;  another 
time  he  dreaded,  that  if  fhe  fhould  abandon  all  for  him,  not 

Love* 
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Love,  but  Intereft,  might  be  the  Motive  of  her  doing 
it ;  and  that  it  was  not  his  Perfon  but  his  Eilate  that  flie 
liked. 

Our  Lover  refolved  to  come  to  an  EclaircifTement  with 
her,  and  frankly  told  her  his  Mind  ;  Ihe  anfwered  him 
in  fo  very  ingenuous  a  Manner,  that  he  was  both  fatis- 
fied  and  inflamed,  and  he  preffed  her  that  Moment  to 
cornpleat  his  Happinefs,  by  letting  the  Prieft  join  them 
She  confented,  their  Majefties  approved  the  Match,  the 
Nuptials  v^ere  celebrated  with  a  great  deal  of  Pomp  and 
Magnificence;,  and  their  Majeilies  honoured  them  with 
their  Prefence. 

Cur  Lovers  nov/  thought  themfelves  completely  hap- 
py ;  but  alas !  how  Ihort  is  the  Date  of  human  Happi- 
nefs ?  The  King  v/as  not  to  embark  for  this  Expedition 
of  three  Months^  and  in  that  Time  Palmiris  determined 
to  return  to  Eng—d,  and  put  his  Lindarnira  in  Poffef- 
fion  of  his  Eilate,  that  if  any  Accident  Ihould  befal  him 
in  the  Holy  War,  no  body  might  difpute  her  Title  to 
it.  Full  of  this  Refolution  they  took  their  Leaves  of  the 
King,  Queens,  and  all  their  Friends ;  and  leaving  the 
Court  of  France  they  landed  in  Eng — W,  juft  that  Day 
Month  after  the  Confummation  of  their  Pviarriage. 

At  his  Arrival,  Palmiris  waited  upon  the  JC--g  of 
Eng — d^  and  prefented  Lindamira  to  him.  I  fhall  (light- 
ly pafs  over  this.  Source  of  their  reciprocal  Misfortunes, 
and  barely  fay  tliat  the  M-n-ch  thought  her  too  beauti- 
ful, for  the  firft  time  he  faw  her  he  admired  her,  nor 
was  he  fatis  fied  in  doing  it  himfelf,  but  every  body  round 
him  mull  admire  her  too ;  he  was  lavifh  in  her  Praife, 
and  the  Courtiers  who  knew  his  amorous  Difpofition, 
were  foon  convinced  that  Lindamira  was  far  from  being; 
indifferent  to  him. 

The  next  Morning  he  fent  to  knov/  whether  a  Vifit 
from  him  would  not  be  troublefome  :  Lindamira  little 
fufpeded  the  Motive  of  his  ading  thus,  but  thought 
that  it  was  all  Complaifance  to  the  Wife  of  the  noble 
Pahniris,  and  one  who  was  a  Stranger  in  that  Kingdom, 
She  therefore  returned  a  very  refpeilful  Anfwer,  and' 
held  herfelf  in  a  Readinefs  to  receive  him,  though  (he 
made  no  Preparations  for  iiis  Reception  ;  Ihe  did  not 

deck 
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deck  herfelf  to  look  lovely  in  his  Eye,  her  whole  Aim 
and  Ambition  being  only  to  pleafe  her  dear  Falmirls. 

Satisfied  with  her  Anfwer,  the  M-n—ch  flew  to  her 
Ploufe  with  all  the  eager  Hafte  of  an  impatient  Lover 
(for  fuch  he  was  already  and  though  naturally  very  bold, 
yet  when  he  came  in  her  Prefence,  her  Beauty  and  his 
own  Love  intirely  dafhed  him,  and  he  was  not  able  ta 
utter  one  Word  of  what  he  had  jufl  before  refolved  to 
fay  ;  all  he  could  do  was  to  praife  the  Choice  of  Falmi- 
rls ^  and  tell  her  that  he  himfelf  would  take  fuch  Care  to 
make  his  Court  and  Country  agreeable  to  her,  that  he 
hoped  Ihe  would  never  entertain  the  leaft  Thought  of 
leaving  them  ;  and  to  all  his  Compliments  and  Promifes, 
ihe  anfwered  with  fo  much  Wit  and  Modefty,  that  it  Hill 
further  inflamed  the  Pvl-n— ch's  Heart.  i 

The  next  Day  he  fent  to  invite  her  to  a  Ball,  given  by 
the  Princefs  Cafartna  his  Sifter  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  a 
very  fine  Set  of  Rubies  and  Diamonds  in  his  Sifter's 
Name,  who  invited  her,  in  the  moft  obliging  Manner 
Ihe  could,  to  come  that  Evening  to  the  Ball  (he  gave, 
and  to  come  drelTed  in  thofe  Jewels  fhe  fent  her.  Linda- 
tnira  was  not  accuftomed  to  Adventures  of  this  Kind, 
and  Vv'as  at  a  Lofs  how  to  behave  herfelf ;  but  at  length 
reflefling  that  this  might  be  wholly  an  Adion  of  the 
Princefs,  fhe  accepted  thePrefent,  and  appeared  in  it  that 
very  Night.  - 

It  was  no  Wonder  that  a  Perfon  made  as  Lindumira 
was,  fhouid  be  adored  by  all  that  faw  her.  Her  Face 
was  truly  oval  ;  her  Eyes  were  large,  black,  and  fpark- 
ling,  full  of  Life  and  Fire  ;  her  Hair  too  was  black,  and 
fell  in  large  Ringlets  on  her  fnowy  Neck  ;  her  Nofe  was 
beautifully  turned  ;  in  her  Cheeks  were  the  Rofes  and 
Lillies  blended  ;  her  Cheft  was  full,  and  might  for  Co- 
lour vie  with  the  driven  Snow  ;  her  Shape  was  one  of 
the  fineft  and  eafieft  that  ever  was  feen,  and  her  Gait  at 
cnce  majeftic  and  genteel.  Such  v/as  the  beauteous  Lin- 
damira^  and  fuch  flp.e  appeared  at  Court.  C^farina  per- 
ceived her  Brother's  good  Will  towards  her  (for  fuch  on- 
ly at  that  time  ftie  took  it  to  be)  and  to  make  her  Court, 
Ihe  fcarce  ever  pafled  an  Evening  without  fending  for 
hindamira  :  The  K— g  never  failed  being  at  his  Sifter's 
Apartment,  where  he  faw  his  fair  Charmer,  but  he  never 
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offered  to  talk  to  her  of  Love,  and  fhe  alas  !  little  mif- 
tnifted  his  Thoughts  or  Defign. 

Things  were  upon  this  Foot  when  Pahmrh  received  an 
Exprefs  from  the  King  of  France^  to  acquaint  him  that 
he  vv^is  jufi  preparing  to  embark.  This  News  extremely 
afiii6led  Lhzdamlra^  and  grieved  Fahnirls  too,  who  could 
not  unconcerned  behold  die  Sorrow  of  one  who  was  fo 
dear  to  him  ;  one  by  whom  he  was  fo  dearly  loved  ;  the 
Thoughts  of  parting  with  her  was  almoil  Death  to  him, 
and  yet  he  v/as  obliged  to  do  it ;  his  Honour  was  en- 
gaged to  follow  Louis  to  the  Holy  Land. 

What  pafTed  between  this  loving  Couple  at  their  Part- 
ing, would  be  fomething  foreign  to  my  Purpofe.  Suf- 
fice it  that  nothing  could  comfort  Undamira  for  the  Ab- 
fence  of  her  dear  Palmiris.  C^farina  went  to  fee  her, 
but  even  C.-efarina's  coming  did  but  increafe  her  Sor- 
row. As  for  the  K— g's  Part,  nothing  could  exceed  his 
Joy  at  the  fetting  out  of  a  Man  whorn  he  looked  upon 
as  his  happy  Rival  ;  the  oftener  he  refledled  on  his  Me- 
rit, the  more  he  hated  him  :  However,  ta  diilemble  a 
little  longer,  he  went  to  fee  Lindamira,  and  pretended 
that  he  was  extremely  grieved  at  the  going  of  her  Huf- 
band. 

Lindamira  was  breeding  when  Palmira  went,  and  even 
ficker  than  Women  generally  are  at  fuch  a  Time  :  This, 
joined  to  the  Grief  of  parting  with  her  Hufhand,  threw 
her  into  a  violent  Fever  ;  her  Royal  Lover  fent  all  his 
Phyfi clans  to  her,  and  was  himfelf  going  every  Hour  of 
the  Day  to  enquire  how  fhe  did  ;  in  fhort,  fuch  Care  was 
taken  of  her,  that  the  K  -g  foon  had  the  Satisfaction  of 
hearing  by  the  Phyficians  that  fhe  was  intirely  out  of 
Danger  ;  but  though  her  Sicknefs  wore  off,  yet  did  the 
Caufe  of  it,  her  Grief,  remain  ;  every  Method  that 
could  be  thought  of  was  ufed  to  divert  her,  but  Ihe  re^ 
fufed  being  prefent  at  any  of  the  prepared  Diverfions. 

Things  did  not  long  continue  in  this  State.  The 
K— g's  Love  daily  increafed,  and  he  no  longer  was 
obliged  to  lay  himfelf  under  any  Conilraint  on  account 

Palmiris ,  who  was  already  at  a  fufficient  Diilance. 
Upon  this  he  refolved  to  make  the  Fair-one  acquainted 
with  his  Sentiments,  and  thinking  that  Lindamira  would 
be  with  C^/arinay  he  went  and  fouud  her  there  :  *  How 

*  long 
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*  long,  Madam,  faid  he,  lhall  we  fee  that  Melancholl/ 

*  in  )Our  Looks  ;  and  how  little  does  he  deferve  it  who 

*  is  the  Caufe  of  it  !  Had  I  the  Happinefs  of  being  thus 

'  loved,  I  Ihould  not  have  thought  of  quitting  

Jlo/ii,  my  Liige^  interrupted  Lindamira,  you  injure  Palmiris 
no^j  ;  and  could  he  break  his  Prornife,  and  forfeit  his  Ho- 
nour  ;  a  Fromife  gi'ven,,  an  Honour  engaged  too  before  he 
njuas  miney  Ijhould  think  him  ufin^vorthy  of  my  Lo've,     *  Con- 

*  fider  what  you  fay,  Madam,  replied  the  K- -g.  Should 

*  you  think  that  Man  unworthy  of  your  Love,  who 

*  doated  on  you  to  fach  a  Degree,  that  for  your  Compa- 

*  ny  he  could  forget  all  Ties,  all  Obligations,  and  make 

*  it  his  whole  Happinefs  to  fpend  his  Time  at  your  Feet.' 
1  ha^ve  already  told  you  my  '1  hough  ts  on  this  Matter,  re- 
plied Lindamira,  I  am  heartily  grie^ved  that  Palmiris  e^er 
engaged  hi?nfelf  to  accompany  King  Louis  ///  his  Expeditio7i  ; 
but  after  fuch  an  Engage?/ienty  I  Jhould  hanje  bctn  ?nore 
grieved  had  he  ftaid  ^^ith  me.  Bui  let  us  drop  a  Difcomfe 
*vjhich  can  by  no  means  he  agreeable  to  me.  >  As  {lie  faid 
this  fhe  left  hirn,  and  went  clofe  up  to  Cafarina's  Bed, 
and  notwithftanding  thaj  he  followed  her,  yet  could  he 
not  all  that  Evening,  nor  for  feveral  Days  after,  fnd  an 
Opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  her  in  private,  for  Lindamira 
began  to  be  too  fenfible  of  his  Defign,  and  her  Vv'hole 
Study  was  how  to  avoid  him. 

This  Method  fucceeded  but  a  very  little  while,  the 
M-n— ch,  who  was  naturally  very  haily,  could  not  brook 
the  frequent  Difappointments  he  met  with,  and  finding 
-that  Lindamira,  whenever  Ihe  faw  him,  mixed  with 
Company,  he  came  up  to  her,  and  made  Signs  for  every 
body  eife  to  retire,  and  he  foon  convinced  the  Fair- one, 
that  if  good  Words  would  not  prevail,  he  would  make 
ufe  of  violent  Means.  The  two  firft  Times,  indeed,  he 
fpoke  to  her  of  Love,  he  pleaded  his  Caufe  like  a  Lover, 
but  the  third  Time  he  put  on  the  Mailer,  and  let  her  fee 
he  would  be  hearkened  to.  Ton  ^ould  ha^ve  me  befo^ 
my  Heart  upon  you,  faid  Ihe  one  Day  to  him  that  he  had 
been  threatening,  but  it  is  not  in  my  Po-wer  to  gi^e  it  you  ^ 
I  ha^ve  already  befonjued  it  on  my  Palmiris,  and  for  him  ixill 
I  e'ver  referue  it .  As  for  my  Life,  it  is  in  your  Po^'er, 
you  may  difpofe  of  it  juji  as  you  pleafe,  my  Heart  is  my  onjjn  ; 
^Qu  fee,  Sir,  I /peak  my  Mind  boldly  ^  riQrnced  I  fear  ^iclat' 
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irg  my  Duty  in  fo  doi72g,  I  am  not  horn  your  SuhjcSl,    *  But 

*  you  are  become  my  Subje6t,  replied  the  King  haftily^  by 

*  marrying  a  Subjed  of  mine,  and  one  on  whom  I  will 

*  revenge  your  Cruelty.'  He  is  at  fuch  a  Dijfance,  re- 
-   plied  Liicdamira^  that  I  need  not  jmich  fear  your  Threats  ; 

and,  as  for  my  Fart,  I  belienje  I  might  fpend  my  Tiine,  du- 
ring his  Ahfeijce  much  more  agreeably  in  France  than  I pof- 
fibly  can  in  Eng — d.  ^  I  am  glad  I  know  your  Intent, 
^  replied  the  K-  -g^  I  lhall  find  Means  of  difappointing  it ;' 
and  calling  Tcrfander,  one  of  the  Captains  of  his  Guards, 
he  ordered  him,  on  pain  of  his  Life^  ilridly  to  watch 
Lindamira. 

I  am  a  Prifoner  then,  cried  the  Fair-one  ?   *  No,  Mar 
^  dam,  faid  the  M-n—ch,   you  may  go  wherever  you 

*  pleafe  about  this  Court  or  City,  only  Tcrfander  fhall 

*  always  accompany  you  with  twenty  Guards,  but  at 

*  fuch  a  Diftance,  that  they  fhall  rather  feem  meant  for 

*  Honour  than  Confinement.'  This  Proceeding  very 
much  furprifed  and  grieved  Lindamira  ;  and  Terfand<  rj 
whofe  Quality  and  Merits  were  very  great,  was  really 
afRifted  at  being  employed  on  fo  ungrateful  a  TaHi,  nor 
could  he  forbear  letting  Lindamira  knov/  with  hov/  much 
Kelu^lancy  he  obliged  the  King  his  Mailer. 

Ca^farina  being  informed  of  what  her  Brother  had 
done,  was  very  much  furprifed  at  it ;  fhe  was  not  unac- 
quainted with  his  hafly  Temper,  but  did  not  think  that 
his  Paffion  could  have  hurried  him  on  to  fo  extravagant 
an  A6lion.  She  went  to  fee  Lindamira^  who  complained 
to  her  of  the  Violence  ufed  towards  her,  and  the  Frincefs 
promifed  that  fhe  v/ould  ufe  her  utmoil  Inftances  to  the 
Xing  her  Brother  to  have  her  fet  at  liiberty  again. 

Mean  while  the  fair  Captive  was  very  ilri&ly  guard- 
ed, but,  however,  with  fo  much  Refpe£t,  that  had  ihe 
been  a  Queen,  Terfander  could  not  polTibly  have  Ihewn 
her  more  ;  at  firil  Compaffion  and  Civility  were  the  Mo- 
tives of  his  behaving  himfelf  thus  towards  her,  but  it 
was  not  long  before  he  found  himfelf  more  nearly  con- 
cerned for  her.  Lindamira  w^as  young,  was  beautiful, 
was  unfortunate,  this  was  enough  to  touch  the  Heart  of 
the  generous  T' ^rfander  t  However,  his  Paffion  did  not  in 
the  Beginning  alarm  him,  he  was  really  ignorant  of  it, 
and  for  a  long  time  believed  his  Concern  the  Effe6l  of 


Royal  Gallantry.  i6y 

Pity ;  a  Pity  which  Lindamira  deferved,  and  which  he 
therefore  indulged,  infomuch  that  he  did  not  perceive  his 
Love,  till  it  was  grown  to  fuch  a  Height,  it  was  no 
longer  in  his  Power  to  banilh  or  fupprefs  it.  All  that  he 
could  do  was  firmly  to  refolve  to  hide  his  Pafiion  from 
the  beauteous  Lindamira  for  ever. 

Whilft  l^erfander  thus  privately  languilhed  for  the  Fair- 
one,   the  King  conftantly  vifited  her  every  Day,  and 
fometimes  made  ufe  of  Intreaties,   at  other  times  of 
Threats  ;  but  they  both  produced  the  fame  EIFed,  and 
confpired  to  make  him  the  more  hated  ;  and  flie  had  de- 
i  termined,  in  cafe  any  Violence  fhould  be  offered  her,  to 
put  an  End  to  her  miferable  Life  ;   nor  did  fhe  fcruple 
j  intruding  Terfand^r  with  her  Delign,  whofe  Merit  and 
I  Generofity  fhe  was  not  unacquamted  with,   and  he, 
;i  charmed  with  the  Confidence  flie  repofed  in  him,  pro- 
;  mifed  her  that  he  would  leave  no  Means  untried  to  di- 
\\  vert  his  Mafter  from  the  Execution  of  his  unjuil  Defigns. 
!  Lindamira  thanked  him  in  fo  civil  and  fo  obliging  a  Man- 
I  ner,  that  it  touched  his  Soul.    *  Fear  nothing,  Madam, 
'  *  Jaid  he,  fuch  Virtue  will  be  the  immediate  Care  of 
! ;  *  Keaven,  who  will  never  abandon  you  to  the  Fury  of  a 

*   ,  and  fhould  your  Life  be  in  Danger,  I  fhail 

r  *  know  no  Mafter.' 

\  You  are  too  generous^  replied  Lindamira,  hut  it  'vjould  he 
\  hafe  in  me  to  ahuje  fo  much  good  Nature,  nor  -mHI  I  e^uer 
\  fuffer  you  to  expofe  your  Life  and  Fortune  for  an  unhappy 
\  I  Wretch  ;  no^  Terfander,  you  muft  linje  and  he  faithful  to 
\  \  your  Mafter,  ixhilfl  I  die  innocent  of  the  Ruin  offo  hranje  a 
i  Man,    '  I  have  already  told  you.  Madam,  replied  TVr- 

*  fander,   that  I  fhall  not  think  any  Man  my  Mafter, 

*  who  can  be  bafe  enough  to  attempt  any  thing  againft 

*  the  Life  and  Honour  of  fo  deferving  a  Lady,  in  whofe 

*  Defence,  had  I  a  thoufand  Lives,  I  would  facrifice 

*  them  all.'  He  added  feveral  other  Things  to  the  fame 
Purpofe,  and  then  informed  her.  That  he  was  not  born 
a  Subjedl  of  the  King  of  Englafid's,  but  was  a  Native  of 
Scotland  ;  he  conjured  her  therefore  not  to  dif quiet  her- 
felf  with  Fears  of  what  might  happen  ;  for  if  there 
fhould  be  any  Likelihood  of  the  King's  ufing  Violence, 
he  would  take  care  to  favour  her  Efcape,  which  he  might 
ciifily  do,  fmce  the  Guards  round  her  were  all  intirely 
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devoted  to  him.  Mean  while  he  would  go  and  make 
fure  of  a  Veflel  on  board  which  they  might  fly.  Linda- 
rnira  thanked  him  as  he  deferved,  and  having  accepted 
his  Oiier,  fhe  defired  it  might  not  be  delayed,  and  left 
him  to  go  to  prepare  every  thing  for  her  Flight, 

Purfuant  to  her  Promife,  C^farina  fpoke  to  her  Bro- 
ther, and  urged  every  thing  that  fhe  could  think  of  to 
make  him  behave  himfelf  in  another  manner  towards 
Lindamira.  She  reprefented  the  Noife  his  Treatment 
would  make  in  all  Foreign  Courts,  efpecially  in  that  of 
France  ;  that  fae  had  been  brought  up  near  the  Queen 
Cov/ager  Blanche y  at  preient  Regent  of  that  Kingdom, 
who  eileemed  her  in  the  highefc  Degree  imaginable  :  But 
all  that  C^farina  could  urge  was  in  vain,  and  fhe  was 
forced  to  reil  fatisfied  with  having  fulfilled  her  Promife, 
though  fhe  found  fhe  could  do  nothing  for  the  Service 
of  her  Fair  Friend. 

The  French  AmbaiTador  at  the  Eng—Jh  Court  hap- 
pened to  be  pretty  nearly  related  to  Lindamira  ;  upon 
which  he  went  to  the  K — g,  and  defired  to  know  the 
Reafons  why  the  Fair-one  was  confined,  and  in  what 
fhe  had  offended.  This  Fr — ce  anfwered,  That  he  was 
accountable  to  no  one  for  his  Anions.  The  AmbafTa- 
dor  replied.  That  fhe  was  a  Native  of  France,  and  that 
confequently  the  King  his  Mailer  mufl  interefi  himfelf  in 
her  Caufe  :  She  has  loll  that  Quality >  anfwered  the 
yi — n — rch,  in  marrying  a  Subjed  of  mine,  fhe  is  her- 
felf  become  mine,  and  if  fhe  offends,  'tis  in  my  Power 
to  punifh  her  as  I  pleafe ;  as  he  faid  this,  he  turned  his 
Back  upon  the  Ambaffador,  and  left  him  extremely 
grieved,  that  it  was  not  in  his  Power  to  ferve  his  Fair 
Kinfwoman. 

Before  the  K — ^g  came  to  the  lafl  Extremity  with  Lin- 
daviira^  he  fent  for  an  Aunt  of  her  Hufband's,  by  Name 
Circe  ;  well  knowing,  that  to  debauch  a  Woman  there 
was  nothing  like  another  Woman,  and  fhe  was  one  of 
thofe  who  think  that  every  thing  ought  to  be  facrificed 
to  one's  Fortune,  and  that  a  Cr — ned  Lover  ought  ne- 
ver to  figh  in  vain.  This  was  the  Tool  this  Pr — nee 
made  ufe  of,  and  having  given  her  Inflrudions,  fhe  flew 
to  her  Niece's  :  Never,  faid  fhe,  was  I  more  furprized, 
th9.n  at  the  News  of  your  DifgracQ.  Is  tkere  any  thing 
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that  I  can  do  for  your  Service  ?  I  can  afTure  you  I  lhall 
think  nothing  a  Trouble  that  will  by  any  means  con- 
duce to  your  Quiet.  I  thank  you,  Madam,  replied  Lin^ 
da7nira  ;  'tis  very  good  of  you  thus  to  vifit  the  Diftref- 
fed.  I  come  not  only  to  vifit  you,  replied  Qrce^  but  ta 
advife  you  too,  your  Misfortunes  have  troubled  me  ; 
Heaven  knows !  I  could  not  love  you  dearer  were  you 
}iiy  own  Child. 

Greeks  Proteftations  of  Friendfhip  drew  the  Tears  int<5 
Lrndamiras  Eyes,  and  the  fubtle  Aunt  feeing  her  mov*« 
ed  ;  You  are  unhappy,  Child^  faid  Ihe,  but  you  your- 
fclf  are  the  chief  Caufe  of  your  Unhappinefs;  you  have 
behaved  yourfelf  too  haughtily  tovvards  the  K—g,  and 
m  Prudence  you  ought  to  have  kept  upon  better  Terms 
with  one  who  has  an  abfolute  Power  in  his  Hands.  The 
very  Motive  which  induced  you  to  it,  ought  to  have  made 
you  behave  yourfelf  in  a  quite  different  Manner  ;  'twas  be- 
caufe  you  love  your  Hufband,  and  yet  you  ruin  both 
his  Fortune  and  your  own.  I  know  the  Merits  of  being 
ftriftly  fs.ithful  and  virtuous ;  yet  for  the  Sake  of  ap- 
pearing fo  to  the  whole  World,  we  ought  not  to  ruin 
oarfelves,  we  ought  rather  to  behave  ourfelves  with  Pru-^ 
dence  and  Mildnefs ;  even  Palmiris^  your  beloved  PaU 
miris,  for  whofe  Sake  you  do  all  this,  will  not  thank 
you  for  having  made  the  King  his  Enemy  ;  he  has  fome 
private  Reafons  for  deliring  to  keep  a  good  Underftand- 
ing  with  him,  fuch  as  may  not  perhaps  be  fit  to  be  told 
his  Wife. 

If  they  are  not,  replied  Lindamlra  haflily,  you  would 
do  better  not  to  mention  them  at  all ;  however,  I  mufl 
beg  the  Liberty,  Madam,  of  faying,  that  you  do  not 
thoroughly  know  my  Palmiris,  he  is  a  Man  of  Honour, 
he  fmcerely  loves  me ;  and  therefore,  \  am  fure  he  will 
be  well  fatished  with  my  Behaviour,  and  if  not,  1  ihall 
at  leaft  have  Reafon  to  be  fatisfxcd  myfelf,  in  knowing 
that  I  have  performed  my  Duty. 

I  fee,  replied  Circe^  that  you  are  obftinately  refolved 
to  maintain  the  Juftnefs  of  your  Proceeding ;  but  I 
have  Charity  enough  at  once  to  undeceive  you,  by  let- 
ting you  know,  that  when  your  Hufband  left  Eng — nd^ 
he  was  defperately  in  Love  with  the  Princefs  C^arina^ 
nor  was  his  Love  defpifed.    No  body,  I  am  fure,  caa 
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better  be  acquainted  with  the  Truth  of  this  Amour  than 
myfelf,  fince  I  carried  all  the  Letters  thatpafTed  between 
them.  I  hope,  interrupted  Lindamira,  her  Cheeks  glow- 
ing, that  for  the  future  they  will  employ  fome  body 
whom  they  can  better  truft,  and  who  will  not  make  it 
their  Bufmefs  to  reveal  Secrets  which  are  not  fo  much  as 
enquired  after.  Your  Reproach  feems  very  juft,  replied 
Circe  ;  but  I  can  allure  you,  my  Dear,  I  would  not  dif- 
cover  them  to  any  one  elfe,  nor  even  to  you,  had  it  not 
moved  my  Compaflion  to  fee  you  ruin  yourfelf  for  an 
ungrateful  Wretch,  who  does  not  deferve  your  Love. 
You  call  that  CompafTion,  replied  Lindamira^  which  in 
elFedl  is  the  greateft  Cruelty  :  No,  had  you  had  any  Pity, 
you  would  have  concealed  a  Thing  from  me,  which 
whilft  I  was  ignorant  of,  could  never  injure  me  ;  but  the 
Knowledge  of  which  muft  certainly  make  me  miferable. 

As  fhe  fpoke  thefe  lafl  Words,  one  of  Cafarina\  Ser- 
vants came  to  tell  her,  that  his  Miilrefs  was  juft  com- 
ing to  fee  her.  This  Name  caufed  fome  Emotion  in 
Lindamira,  and  filled  Circe  with  Fear,  left  her  Niece 
ihould  mention  their  Converfation  to  the  Princefs ;  upon 
this  Ihe  refolved  to  retire,  and  recommending  Secrecy 
to  Lindamira,  ihe  told  her,  that  the  next  time  fhe  came 
to  fee  her,  Ihe  would  bring  v/ith  her  fome  of  the  Let- 
ters which  palled  betv/een  them,  and  as  fhe  faid  this,  Ihe 
left  the  Fair-ones  who  returned  her  noAnfwer,  but  threw 
herfelf  upon  the  Bed,  and  a  Moment  after  C^/arina 
came  up,  and  having  carefTed  her,  gave  her  an  Account 
of  what  ihe  had  urged  to  her  Brother  in  her  Favour ; 
Lindamira  thanked  her,  but  fo  very  faintly,  that  the 
Princefs  found  fhe  mull  be  ill,  and  rifine,  Ihe  drew  near 
the  Bed,  and  went  to  feel  her  Pulfe,  fhe  found  her  with- 
out any  Sign  of  Life ;  for  it  fo  flruck  Lindajnira  to  the 
Heart,  to  think  flie  had  been  obliged  to  thank  her  Ri- 
val, that  through  Grief  fhe  fwooned  away  ;  the  Prin- 
cefs called  for  Help,  and  upon  the  Application  of  pro- 
per Remedies,  fhe  was  brought  to  herfelf  again. 

Nothing  could  exceed  C^efarinas  Concern,  to  fee  her 
fair  Friend  thus  afiiided,  and  Ihe  accufed  her  Brother's 
Severity  for  what  had  happened ;  but  was  far  from  fuf- 
pediiig  the  real  Caufe  of  this  immoderate  Grief ;  little 
did  fi  e  think  that  Lindamira  looked  upon  her  as  a  hap- 
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py  Rival,  who  had  robbed  hei  of  a  Heart,  the  PoOTeffi- 
on  of  which  onlv  could  r>  .v.r  happ/ ^  the  more  che 
Princeis  en..eav.'  red  '.o  xtivt  A  alii(t  hct\,  the  greater 
was  her  Lniet.  Unhappy  Ettear.  of  Jeaiuui^ ,  t  i  the 
bell  Eijd  molt  frieiiciiy  Actions  fhould  thus  appear  odi- 
ous to  the  Eyes  oi  che  Jealo!';  ! 

As  Lindan.ira  vvas  very  famt  and  weak,  the  PhyiH cl- 
ans who  iiad  been  called  in,  acquainted  the  Princefs, 
that  a  longer  Vifit  would  be  of  dangerous  Confequence, 
and  that  li  any  thing,  Repofe  muft  do  her  good.  Upon 
this,  fne  embraced  the  beauteous  Diftreiied,  conjuring 
her  not  to  give  fuch  way  to  Grief,  and  affuring  her, 
that  ftie  would  leave  no  Means  untried  that  might  re- 
ftore  her  Liberty  ;  Lindamh  ay  unable  to  anfwer,  preffed 
her  Hand,  and  the  Princeis  left  her.  As  foon  as  fhe 
was  gone,  fhe  deiired  that  every  body  elfe  might  leave 
her,  which  they  did,  no  one  Haying  with  her  but  the 
faithful  Belifinda^tx  Nurfe's  Daughter,  one  whom  from 
her  Infancy  fhe  had  retained  in  her  Service,  and  who 
had  always  been  the  Confident  of  her  moll  fecret  Af- 
fairs. 

Lindamira  now  feeing  herfelf  at  Liberty,  began  loud- 
ly to  complain  of  her  Misfortunes,  which  before  fcarce 
deferved  that  Name.    Is  it  poffible,  Falmiris^  faid  fhe, 
that  thou  fhould'fl  prove  faithlefs  to  me  ?  Could  not  all 
my  Love  preferve  me  your  Heart  ?  That  Heart  ia 
I  which  is  centred  all  my  Happinefs  I   Is  it  no  longer 
!  mine  ?  No,  'tis  another's  now.  Heavens  \  Can  I  furvive 
\  the  Lofs  r  What  on  Earth  is  now  worthy  flaying  for  ? 
j  Happy  Ctt^farina !  Palmiris  loves  you.     Her  Words 
"  were  accompanied  with  fuch  Sighs  and  Tears,  that  had 
j  even  Circe,  the  Contriver  of  all  this  Mifchief,  been 
there,  Ihe  could  not,  unconcerned,  have  heard  and  feen 
them,  but  moved  with  Compaffion,  fhe  muft  have  con- 
ferred her  Falfhood,  and  fet  Lindamira  s  Mind  at  eafe. 

Belijinda  hearing  the  Complaints  of  her  Miftrefs,  and 
the  frefh  Caufe  of  her  Grief,  drew  nearer  to  the  Bed  : 
Have  you  ferioufly  refleded  on  the  Words  you  are  now 
uttering,  Madam,  faid  fhe,  and  have  you  certain  Proofs 
of  your  Hufhand's  Infidelity  ?  Too  certain,  replied  Lin* 
dainira^  he  loves  the  Princefs,  and  is  beloved  again,  and 
Circi  has  promifed  to  Ihew  me  fome  of  the  Letters  which 
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he  fent  by  her  to  the  Princefs.  You  mull  excufe  me. 
Madam,  faid  Belijlnda,  if  I  cannot  have  an  implicit 
Faith  in  all  Ihe  fays  ;  nor  do  I  fee  the  leail  Probability 
of  Truth  in  her  Story  ;  for  had  Palmiris  given  her  Let- 
ters for  the  Princefs,  would  ihe  have  dared  to  have  kept 
them  ?  Would  a  Lover,  who  has  free  Accefs  to  his 
Miilrefs,  and  who  is  beloved  by  her  again,  never  have 
complained  of  Letters  he  had  fent  her,  and  to  which  he 
had  received  no  Anfwer  ?  There  is  certainly  fome  De- 
iign  in  this  Story,  which,  I  muft  confefs,  I  do  not 
comprehend,  but  which  -Time  will  certainly  difcover. 
Belides,  Madam,  till  this  very  Day,  Circe  never  gave 
you  fuch  Afiurances  of  her  Friendlhip,  as  to  perfuade 
you  that  flie  would  facriiice  the  Princefs  to  it ;  I  very 
much  fufpe6l  the  Advice  fhe  has  given  you.  Refied 
ferioufly.  Madam?  on  all  Ihe  has  laid,  and  you  will 
foon  fee  that  ypu  ha^ve  be^n  too  haily  in  believing 
her,  to  the  Difadvantage  of  your  Hulhand.  They  tell 
you  that  he  loves  the  Princefs ;  Had  he.  Madam,  it 
would  have  been  impoiTible  that  their  Amours  Ihould 
be  a  Secret.  Thof^?  whom  their  Births  and  Fortunes 
have  fet  up  to  view,  in  fo  elevated  a  Rank,  cannot  con- 
ceal their  Actions  from  the  bufy  prying  World.  Nor 
is  this  all  that  I  can  urge,  Cafarina  has  always  be- 
haved herfelf  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  her  high  Station, 
and  her  Virtues  have  been  admired  by  the  whole  Court. 
How  many  Princes  and  foreign  Potentates  have  fought 
her  Love,  but  fought  in  vain  ;  and  yet  you'll  believe 
that  fhe  has  fettled  her  Afredlions  upon  one  whp  never 
made  it  his  Study  to  win  her  Favour ;  a  married  Man, 
one  nev^dy  married  too,  and  that  to  a  beautiful  young 
Lady  who  dotes  on  him.  Thefe  Things,  Madam,  feem 
contrary  to  Senfe  and  Reafon. 

What  is  contrary  to  Senfe  and  Reafon,  replied  Lin^ 
damira  haftily  !  To  love  Palmiris  !  Yes,  Madam,  re- 
plied Belijincla,  for  the  Princefs  to  love  him.  If  fhe 
Ihould,  I  am  fure  I  fliould  think  her  deilitute  of  Senfe 
and  Reafon ;  and  that  fhe  is  not,  we  all  know.  Believe 
me.  Madam,  this  mufl  be  the  EfFedl  of  Circe's  Malice, 
for  fome  particular  View,  which  will  one  Day  or  other 
be  difcovered,  and  then.  Madam,  jou  will  repent  your 
having  unjuftly  fufpe^^ed  a  Hulbajid  who  palhonately 
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loves  you,  and  a  virtuous  Princefs  who  is  fo  much  your 
Friend. 

Spite  of  her  Jealoufy  Lindamira  was  fatisfied  that  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  Truth  in  what  Belifinda  urged  ;  with 
Patience  fhe  liltened  to  her  whole  Difconrfe,  and  hoped 
that  it  was  true,  fo  fond  are  we  of  believing  every  thing 
we  wiih  :  However,  Ihe  perfilled  in  her  Refolution  of 
feeing  the  Letters  which  Circe  had  promifed  to  Ihew  hen 
Belifinda  well  pleafed  with  the  EfFed  her  Difcourfe  had 
over  the  Pvlind  of  her  Miftrefs,  would  not,  by  any  Means, 
oppofe  her  Defire  of  feeing  thofe  Letters,  juilly  believing 
that  Circe  had  none  to  produce  ;  and  this  prudent  Girl 
timed  her  Difcourfe  with  fo  much  Difcretion,  that  ihe 
took  an  Opportunity  of  fpeaking  of  Palmiris,  and  the 
Love  he  bore  her  :  What  extreme  Sorrow  there  appeared 
in  his  Looks  whenever  he  was  out  of  her  Sight  after  re- 
ceiving the  Exprefs  from  France^  though  in  her  Prefence 
he  endeavoured  to  conceal  his  Grief,  that  ihe  pardy  re- 
llored  to  her  Miflrefs  that  Peace  of  Mind  which  Circe 
had  robbed  her  of,  and  being  very  fenfible  that  Repofe 
was  the  Thing  her  Miilrefs  wanted  moft,  Ihe  conjured 
her  to  get  herfelf  to  reft,  urging,  that  if  (lie  had  no  Re- 
gard to  her  own  Life,  fhe  ought  to  have  fome  for  the 
dear  Babe  fhe  was  now  big  with. 

Lindamira  would  willingly  have  followed  the  Advice 
of  this  faithful  Girl,  but  the  prefent  diftrafted  State  of 
her  Mind  v/ould  not  let  her  enjoy  the  leaft  Quiet,  and 
file  fpent  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Night  in  refleding  oa 
the  W ords  of  Circe.  As  foon  as  Ihe  faw  Day-light  Ihe 
called  for  her  Table-Book,  that  Ihe  might  write  to  her^ 
which  fhe  did  ir^  the  following  Manner  : 

LINDAMIRA  to  CIRCE, 

I Write  to  you,  Madam  to  remind  you  of  your  Pro- 
mifes;  compleat  the  Work,  I  befeech  you,  which 
you  have  begun,  and  convince  me  of  the  Inlidelity  of 
Palmiris.  l^he  State  of  Uncertainty  I  now  live  in,  is  ten 
thoufand  times  more  cruel  than  Death  itfelf ;  to  alleviate 
my  Misfortunes  you  muft  confirm  them. 

Lindamira  having  made  an  End  of  writing  gave  the 
Letter  to  Belifinda,  and  bid  her  hafle  to  Cira^  and  de- 
li 3  fire 
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fire  her  to  fend  what  flie  mentioned  in  it.  The  truffy 
MeiTenger  flew  to  obey  the  Orders  of  her  Miftrefs,  tho' 
it  was  not  yet  a  fit  Hour  to  wait  on  Ladies  ;  but  fhe 
knew  how  impatiently  Lindandra  would  eXpe(5l  an  An- 
fwer,  and  therefore  fhe  went  that  Moment.  At  Circe  s 
Door  fhe  was  told  that  fhe  had  been  out  of  Order,  and 
had  not  flept  all  that  Night,  that  her  Woman  was  in  her 
Chamber  with  her,  and  therefore  it  would  be  impoflible 
to  receive  an  Anfwer  from  her,  or  fo  much  as  to  deliver 
the  Letter.  Grieved  at  the  Difappointment,  Bellftnda 
hailened  to  her  Miflrefs,  and  told  her  of  it,  adding,  that 
fhe  believed  her  Aunt  feigned  herfelf  ill ;  nor  was  fhe  in 
the  leafl:  out  in  her  Guefs,  for  Circe  v/as  gone  to  give  the 
King  an  Account  of  the  preceding  Day's  Converfation. 

It  was  with  a  great  deal  of  Concern  that  this  Prince 
heard  v/hat  (lie  had  to  relate,  but  not  with  that  Concern 
which  might  be  expefted  from,  a  Lover  ;  he  was  not  dif- 
quieted  at  the  Thoughts  of  having  given  his  Miflrefs  any 
Uneafmefs,  but  v/as  enraged  to  think  that  fne  fhould  fo 
fmcerely  love  the  Man  he  hated,  and  he  immediately 
formed  the  Refolution  of  having  Palmiris  put  to  Death. 
Circe  heard  him  with  a  great  deal  of  Patience,  and  gave 
way  to  tlie  firfl  Tranfports  of  his  Anger,  and  then  be- 
gan to  both  him  a  little,  i  fhe  reprefented  that  this  was 
not  the  way  of  gaining  hi .  End  and  enjoying  his  Miftrefs^ 
^hat  they  muft  now  think  of  the  Means  of  fatisfying  the 
3  ealous  Curiofity  of  Lindamira,  who  doubtlefs  would  be 
Very  preiiing  to  fee  the  Letters  fhe  had  mentioned ;  that 
their  Buiinefs  now  was  to  get  fome  of  Palmiris\  Letters, 
that  fhe  might  counterfeit  the  Hand,  and  feign  one  from 
him  to  the  Princefs  ;  that  to  come  at  fuch  a  Letter  they 
mufl  bribe  one  of  Lindamiras  Maids,  who  could  pro- 
bably help  them  to  one  of  them  ;  that  fhe  had  lately 
taken  an  Englijh  Girl  into  her  Service,  who  might,  flie 
thought,  be  the  more  eafily  corrupted,  fhe  being,  as  it 
were,  a  mere  Stranger  to  her  Miflrefs,  befides  which  fhe 
knew  a  Gentleman  in  whom  fhe  could  confide,  and  who 
was  acquainted  with  this  very  Maid,  and  by  their  Means 
ihe  hoped  to  compafs  her  Ends. 

The  King  intirely  approved  of  her  Contrivance,  and 
that  fhe  might  the  better  execute  it  without  Interruption, 
he  advifed  her  to  feign  herfelf  fick,  and  to  keep  her 
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Chamber,  that  flie  might  not  be  obliged  to  intrud  any 
of  her  Women  with  the  Secret ;  Ihe  promifed  that  fhe 
would,  andhaftening  home  fhe  lent  for  the  Gentleman 
whom  ihe  defigned  to  employ,  and  who,  as  the  Writers 
of  that  Age  afTure  us,  was  very  intimately  acquainted 
with  her,  and  giving  him  his  Inilrudlions,  fhe  bad  him 
hafien  about  the  Bulinefs  with  all  polTible  Speed. 

Nothing  could  be  a  greater  Pleafure  to  Orontes  (for  fa 
was  the  Gentleman  called)  than  the  Errand  on  which  he 
was  fent.  Two  Years  had  he  been  in  Love  with  this 
Maid,  and  had  the  Satisfaction  of  not  being  ill  received 
whenever  he  dared  go  near  her,  but  that  was  very  fel» 
dom,  fo  much  did  he  dread  the  Jealoufy  of  this  v/icked 
Woman,  on  whom  he  had  a  great  deal  of  Dependance  ; 
but  as  flie  now  gave  him  an  Opportunity  herfelf,  he  flew 
with  eager  Haite  towards  Cleona^  and  wh^  is  very  natu- 
ral in  a  Lover,  he  fairly  difcovered  the  whole  Intrio-ue 
to  her,  and  let  her  know  on  what  Bulinefs  he  v/as  em- 
plo)  ed.  Cleona  feemed  very  well  pleafed  that  he  dealt 
thus  ingenuoufiy  with  her,  and  could  not  forbear  expref- 
fmg  her  Satisfaction  to  her  Lover ;  but  as  flie  hated  Ci?-ce^ 
whom  fhe  looked  upon  as  a  happy  Rival,  Ihe  could  not 
think  of  doirg  any  thing  for  her  Service,  and  therefore 
told  him  fne  would  never  confent  to,  much  lefs  be  inilru* 
mental,  in  doing  any  treacherous  thing  by  her  Miilrefs  ; 
her  Opinion  therefore  was,  that  Lindamira  fliould  be  let 
into  the  Secret,  and  that  Circes  Intent  fhould  be  difco- 
vered to  her,  by  which  Means  they  would  get  the  Let- 
ters of  her,  which  would  be  of  the  fame  Service  to  him, 
being  well  afTured  that  her  Miftrefs  would  keep  a  Secret 
of  f\ich  Importance  to  nerfelf,  and  that  if  Circe  had  any 
Mind  to  ao  him  a  Piece  of  Sei  vice,  fhe  would  now  have 
a  fair  Opportunity  of  recommending  him  to  the  King. 

Her  Words  put  Orontes  into  a  ilrangc  Confufion,  being 
fenfible  that  this  was  all  the  Effect  of  her  Jealoufy,  and 
he  urged  every  thing  which  he  ui ought  might  divert  her 
from  he.  Reiolution,  but  all  in  Vain  ;  and  fhe  at  length 
.defired  him  to  leave  her,  being  weary  of  feeing  him  fa 
zealous  in  the  Service  of  one  who  was  really  odious  to 
her.  This  Command  thunder-itruck  Orontes,  and  he 
heartily  wiihed  that  he  i:sad  never  undertook  ^his  Eufincfs, 
in  which  he  fav/  himfelf  brought  to  a  fad  Dilgimufi  i  for 
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he  muH  either  betray  one  who  confided  in  him,  and  on 
whom  his  Fortune  depended,  or  for  ever  difoblige  and 
lole  the  Objed  of  his  Wifh^s  he  therefore  faid  all  he 
could  to  move  her,  but  (he,  infiead  of  hearkening  to 
him,  in  a  very  imperious  Manner  told  him,  that  he  muil 
either  that  Moment  give  his  free  Confent  to  what  fhe  had 
J)ropofed,  or  refolve  never  to  fee  her  Face  more.  Oron- 
tes  was  obliged  to  comply ;  not  only  Love  perfuaded  him 
to  it,  but  he  was  very  fenfible,  that  fhe  was  Miilrefs  of 
his  Secret,  and  could  make  what  Ufe  of  it  fhe  would. 

Cleona^  pleafed  with  the  Thoughts  of  his  facrificing 
her  Rival  to  her,  promifed  fhe  would  take  care  that  his 
Confidence  in  her  fhould  never  hurt  him,  and  they  then 
began  to  confider  of  the  future  Methods  they  mull  take, 
and  of  the  Anfwer  v/hich  Orontes  fhould  return ;  and  af- 
ter a  little  (33nfultation,  they  concluded  he  fhould  go 
back  to  Circe,  and  tell  her  that  all  his  foft  Speeches  and 
Gallantry  had  not  bad  the  leail  EfFe6l  upon  Cleona  ;  but 
that  he  had  obferved  fhe  was  of  a  mercenary  Temper, 
and  might,  he  believed,  be  won  by  rich  Prefents.  I  do 
not  fuppofe  this  Pair  of  Turtles  left  one  another  without 
cooing  of  their  Love  a  little  5  but  that  being  a  thing  fo- 
reign to  my  Purpofe,  I  fhall  wholly  pafs  it  over. 

As  foon  as  Orontes  was  gone,  Cleona  ran  to  her  Mif- 
trefs's  Apartment,  and  informed  her  of  all  that  had  paf- 
fed.  It  is  impofhble  to  exprefs  the  Joy  and  Surprize  of 
Lindamira  at  what  fhe  heard  ;  a  thoufand  times  fhe  em- 
braced her,  a  flu  ring  her  fhe  never  fhould  forget  that  to 
her  file  owed  the  whole  Quiet  of  her  Life  ;  fhe  then  pro- 
mifed her,  that  fhe  would  give  her  fome  of  Pahnirish 
Letters,  and  hoped,  with  all  her  Heart,  they  would  con- 
tribute to  the  making  of  her  Fortune,  but  that  if  they 
did  not,  Ihe  fliould  always  fhare  hers.  Then  refieding 
how  unjuilly  fhe  had  accufed  her  Palmiris^  fhe  begged 
his  Pardon  a  thoufand  and  a  thoufand  times,  after  which 
ihe  fent  for  Belijinda,  and  told  her  all  fhe  had  heard ;  but 
Belijlnda  was  not  in  the  leafl  furprifed  at  it,  fhe  had  all 
along  believed  Falmiris  innocent  and  Circe  falfe. 

It  was  not  long  before  T' erfander  came  into  her  Cham- 
ber, and  informed  her,  that  Orders  were  given  not  to  fuf- 
fer  any  Courier  to  pafs  without  examining  his  Letters  : 
i  I  believe.  Madam,  faid  he^  that  you  have  chiefly  con- 
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*  tributed  towards  this  Order,  for  they  are  certainly  un- 

*  willing  here  that  the  Court  of  Fra?2ce  fliould  know  in 

*  what  manner  you  are  treated  amongfl  us.'  As  he  fpoke, 
he  obferved  Lindarnira^  but  was  furprized  to  fee  that,  in-  - 
ftead  of  appearing  concerned,  Joy  fparkled  in  her  Eyes, 

a  greater  Joy  than  fhe  had  fhewn  ever  fmce  the  going  of 
Fahniris.    '  Ha,  Madam^  faid  he,  what  happy  Change 

*  can  occafion  this  unufual  Gladnefs  ?    Has'  the  King 

*  given  up  his  Pretenfions  to  you,  and  will  he  torment 

*  you  no  more  V  Tou  jnijlake  the  Caufe  of  my  Joy,  re^ 
filed  Lindamira,  the  King  is  fiill  the  fame  ;  but  if  there 
appears  any  SatisfaBion  in  ?ny  Looks,  I  ha've  good  Reafon  to 
be  fails  fed ;  and fuch  is  my  Efeem  for  you,  that  I  f?all  not 
make  you  aStra7iger  to  the  Caufe  of  it .  She  then  related 
to  hi:n  all  the  Treachery  of  Circe,  and  the  Diicovery  of 
it  made  to  her  by  Cleona ;  Terfander  was  fhocked  at  the 
Impudence  of  the  former,  and  highly  commended  the 
Fidelity  of  the  latter ;  then  thanked  Lindamira  for  her 
Efreem,  and  the  Confidence  fhe  repofed  in  him. 

Mean  while  Orontes  returned  to  Circe,  and  gave  her  an 
Account  of  v/hathad  been  done,  at  leaft  of  v/hat  Cleona 
and  he  had  refolved  to  tell  her  had  been  done,  and  fhe 
was  very  well  pleafed  with  his  Negocialions,  pleafed 
that  Cleona  would  not  hearken  to  his  Gallantry  and  foft 
Speeches ;  and  fhe  rather  chofe  that  it  fhould  coil  the 
King  fome  fine  Prefent  than  cofl  her  the  Heart  of  her 
Lover  ;  for  had  he  found  EiJicouragement,  who  knew 
how  falfe  he  might  prove ;  Cleona  was  young,  was  love- 
ly ;  how  eafily  might  fhe  rob  an  old  Woman  of  a  Gal- 
lant, who  had  no  Charms  but  thofe  of  Interefl  to  retain 
him.  Pleafed  therefore  with  his  Succefs  better  than  if 
he  had  fucceeded,  fhe  immediately  wrote  to  the  King, 
acquainting  him  with  the  Negociation  of  Orontes,  and 
his  Report,  and  he  fent  her  for  an  Anfwer,  that  in  lefs 
than  an  Hour  he  would  come  to  fee  her,  which  he  ac- 
cordingly did,  and  brought  a  little  Box  fet  round  with 
Diamonds,  as  a  Prefent  for  Cleona  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
he  told  Circe  he  had  a  Defign  to  take  Orontes  into  his 
Service,  and  to  give  him  fome  military  Pofl* 

Nothing  could  delight  Circe  more  than  this  AfTurance 
that  her  Lover  would  be  preferred  ;  and  fhe  dwelt  a  con* 
fiderable  time  in  Praife  of  his  Merit  and  Fidelity ;  that 
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done,  file  difpatclied  him  to  Cleona  with  the  Bribe  ;  there 
they  agreed,  that  he  Ihould  return  and  inform  his  Princi- 
pals, that  as  foon  as  ever  Lindamira  was  afleep,  fhe 
would  Ileal  fome  of  her  Letters  out  of  her  Cabinet ;  and 
to  prevent  any  Sufpicion  of  there  being  a  right  Under- 
ilanding  between  Lindamira  and  Cleona,  Belifinda  was 
twice  fent  to  Circe\  Houfe,  to  afk  for  thofe  Letters 
which  fhe  had  promifed  to  Ihew  her.  The  firft  time  fhe 
was  told  that  Circe  was  fo  very  ill  fhe  could  not  be  feen, 
the  fecond  (he  was  introduced  to  her,  and  this  fubtle  Wo- 
man alTured  her,  that  as  foon  as  ever  her  Health  would 
permit  her  to  ftir  out  of  Doors,  Ihe  would  wait  upon  her, 
and  would  bring  the  Letters  with  her. 

Mean  while  Cleona  having  got  the  rich  Prefent  which 
Orontes  had  brought  her,  haftened  up  to  her  Miftrefs  and 
fhewed  it  her,  who  immediately  gave  her  two  of  Palmi* 
ris's^  Letters.  Betimes  next  Morning  Orontes  came  and 
received  them  of  Cleona,  and  carried  them  to  Circe.  No- 
thing could  exceed  the  Joy  of  this  wicked  Woman  at  the 
Sight  of  the  Letters.  She  immediately  got  a  Perfon  who 
was  pretty  well  verfed  in  ft  hat  kind  of  Bufmefs,  and 
Iiaving  prepared  a  Letter  for  him,  he  copied  it  i  and  in 
it  counterfeited  the  Hand  of  Palmiris  fo  very  artfully, 
that  had  not  Lindamira  been  beforehand  acquainted 
with  what  they  were  doing,  fhe  herfelf  mull  have  been 
<3eceived  by  it. 

At  foon  as  Circe  was  thus  prepared,  fhe  went  and  paid 
^^ndamira  a  Vifit,  and  feeing  her  very  much  concerned, 

*  I  am  heartily  forry,  my  Dear,  /aid  Jhe,  that  I  ever 

*  mentioned  to  you  the  Love  your  Hufband  bears  the 

*  Frincefs  i  had  I  thought  it  would  have  given  you  fo 

*  much  Uneafmefs,  as  I  find  it  has  fmce  done,  I  am  fure 

*  I  never  would  have  faid  a  Word  of  it  :  However,  I 

*  advife  you  to  reft  fatisfied  with  what  you  do  know  ; 

*  you  may  have  the  Satisfaction  of  fometimes  thinking 

*  that  I  have  deceived  you ;  and  of  what  Service  would 

*  the  Sight  of  one  of  his  Letters  be  to  you,  unlefs  to  con- 

*  firm  his  Falfhood.    Be  adviied,  my  Dear,  and  do  not 
endeavour  to  make  yourfelf  more  miferable.'   I  knonjj 

fo  much  of  the  Matter  already,  replied  Lindamira,  that  it 
is  in  'vain  to  dejire  me  not  to  enquire  after  more  of  it ;  do 
mt  ficir  therefore  Jhevjing  me  the  Letter^  ^bich  I  can  affure 
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you  iMtll  not  make  me  more  miferahle  ;  /  ha<ve  already  told 
you  that  there  is  nothing  more  cruel  than  a  State  of  Uncer- 
tainty,   '  Since  you  will  have  it,  anfwered  Circe,  111 

*  fatisfy  you."  As  flie  laid  this,  fhe  gave  her  a  Letter, 
in  which  Ihe  read  the  following  Words  ; 

Palmiris  to  the  Princefs  Ccefartna. 

HOW  can  you  fufped,  my  charming  Princefs,  that 
another  fhares  my  Heart  with  you  ?  Alas  !  did 
you  know  my  real  Sentiments,  you  would  not  thus  un- 
juftly  accufe  me,  nor  doubt  the  Sincerity  of  fo  violent  a 
PalTion ;  what  fhall  I  do  to  fatisfy  you  ?  Shall  I  fend 
Lifidamira  back  into  France  P  Let  my  divine  Princefs 
but  fay  this  would  be  grateful  to  her,  and  if  I  don't 
immediately  offer  her  this  Sacrifice,  I  am  willing  that 
you  fhould  for  ever  doubt  of  the  Love  of  her 

PALMIRIS. 

Though  Lindamira  knew  the  whole  to  be  Invention, 
and  a  Contrivance  of  the  wicked  Circe\y  yet  could  fhe 
not  forbear  being  immediately  vexed  at  what  fhe  read  5 
fo  very  difagreeable  is  even  the  Mention  of  all  Sacrifices 
,  of  this  Nature  to  Perfons  who  really  love  ;  but  recover 
ing  herfelf,  and  willing  to  carry  on  the  Deceit,  *  I  fhould, 

*  faid fJ?e,  have  been  very  much  obliged  to  the  Princefs, 

*  had  fhe  fent  me  back  to  France,  at  leafl,  I  fhould  not 

*  have  been,  as  at  prefent  I  am,  expofed  to  the  Violence 

*  of  a  Prince  whom  I  dread.'  Will  you  ilill  fly  intcs 
Paffions,  replied  Circe,  which  are  fo  very  prejudicial  to 
you  ?  You  not  only  afflid  yourfelf,  but  all  thofe  about 
you  who  wifh  you  well. 

I  am  forry,  anfwered  Lindamira,  that  I  fhould  make  any 
one  elfe  uneafy  ;  but  to  beha^ve  myfelf  other^ife,  I  muft  be 
njery  infenfible  of  my  prefent  Condition  ;  /  ha've  loft  my  Li* 
herty  ;  njoould  that  nvere  all ;  /  have  loft  Palmiris  too  I 
And  are  thofe  Loffes  to  be  tamely  bore  ?  No,  furely  I  may 
ha<xje  the  Liberty  of  complaining,  at  leaft  ;  nor  need  I  care 
if  my  Complaints  difpleafe  any  one,  I  have  nothing  more 
hut  my  Life  to  lofe,  ^hich  my  Misfortunes  ha<ve  already 
made  <vjretched,  even  odious  to  me,    '  That  is  your  own 

*  Fault,  replied  Citce,  and  it  is  flill  in  your  Power  to 

*  change  your  Mifery  into  Happinefs,   You  are  gay, 
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*  you  are  beautiful^  you  are  ferved  and  adored  by  a 

*  potent  M — n— ch  :  How  many  thoufauds  would  al- 

*  moft  give  their  Lives  to  be  in  your  Condition  !  And, 

*  who  would  not,  like  you,  oppofe  their  own  Fortunes  ? 

*  A  Time  will  come  when  you  will  plainly  fee  your 

*  Fault  ;  but  perhaps  that  Time  and  Repentance  will 

*  come  too  late.     Think  ferioufiy  of  what  I  fay,  yoa 

*  know  my  Opinion  of  the  Matter ;  I  have  given  you 

*  the  beft  Advice  I  could,  and  if  you  have  any  Senfe, 

*  I  am  fure  you  will  follow  it.'    As  Ihe  faid  this,  fhe 

*  left  her,  not  caring  at  that  Time  to  Hay  for  Unda^ 

*  miras  Anfwer. 

We  may  eafily  judge  how  Llndamlra  received  this  Ad- 
vice, and  what  Refentment  fhe  Ihewed  the  next  time 
Circe  came  to  fee  her  ;  but  notwithftanding  this,  the 
wicked  Woman  would  come  to  iier  Houfe,  and  perpe- 
tually plague  her  with  her  pernicious  Counfels,  and  when 
fhe  found  that  they  were  far  from  producing  the  defired 
Eftefl,  fhe  went  to  the  K — g,  and  told  him  he  ought  to 
fend  her  to  fome  adjacent  Callle,  where  no  body  fhould 
be  allowed  to  vilit  her,  and  where  fhe  fhould  not  fo  much 
as  have  any  of  her  own  Women,  except  Cleona,  whofe 
Fidelity  flie  was  well  afTured  of,  and  by  v/hom  they 
might  from  time  to  time  be  let  into  her  Miftrefs's  Sen- 
timents ;  that  perhaps  the  Defire  of  recovering  her  Li- 
berty would  make  her  comply ;  above  all,  the  Princefs, 
ilie  faid,  muil  not  be  allowed  to  vifit  her,  left  fhe  fhould 
fay  any  thing  of  the  Letter  to  her ;  and  that  it  was  her 
Opinion,  that  her  Guards  ought  to  be  changed,  that  in 
having  all  ilrange  Faces  about  her,  the  Confinement 
might  feem  more  intolerable. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  the  K — g  was  of  a  pret- 
ty violent  Temper,  his  frequent  Difappointments  had 
increafed  his  Paflion,  and  it  was  now  inflamed  by  the 
hellifh  Advice  of  a  wicked  Woman  ;  upon  which  he 
proraifed  that  he  would  fend  her  to  a  Caftle  about  ten 
Miles  diftant  from  thence,  and  that  he  would  make  O- 
rmtes  Governor  of  it,  where  he  fhould  have  an  OfHcer 
and  £fty  Soldiers  under  him  ;  that  he  would  go  and  fee 
her  himfelf,  but  that  he  would  have  Circe  frequently  vi- 
fit her,  and  endeavour  to  make  her  change  her  Senti- 
ments.  This  wicked  Woman  promifed  him  flie  would, 

adding. 
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adding,  that  he  need  not  queflion  her  Service,  fmce  fha 
had  already  facrificed  her  own  Nephew  to  him.  The 
Pr — ce,  thanked  her,  and  alTured  her,  that  fhe  inould  not 
find  him  ungrateful. 

As  foon  as  fhe  had  left  him,  fhe  fent  ^qx  Orontes^  and 
gave  him  an  Account  of  his  CommilTion,  and  he  imme- 
diately waited  upon  and  thanked  the  Giver,  who  or- 
dered him  to  prepare  every  thing  for  his  fetting  out  in 
three  Days  time ;  when  you  are  there,  continued  he,  on 
pain  of  your  Life,  watch  the  Prifoner  clofe,  nor  dare 
to  ftir  out  of  the  Caftle  till  further  Orders,  and  there- 
fore 'tis  I  give  you  three  Days,  that  you  may  get  every- 
thing ready  which  you  lhall  have  Occafion  for.  After 
this  he  bid  him  immediately  haHen  to  Cleona,  and  know 
of  her,  whether  as  yet  there  was  the  leaH  Alteration  to 
be  feen  in  her  Miftrefs. 

Orontes  having  received  his  Orders,  hallened  to  Clec" 
na,  and  told  her  what  Meafures  had  been  taken  to 
make  her  Miftrefs  comply  ;  upon  which  the  frighted 
Maid  fiew  up  to  Lindamiras  AY^rimtnt,  v^h^rc  l^erfan- 
dir.r  at  that  time  was,  and  knowing  how  much  Ihe  con- 
fided in  that  young  Nobleman,  fhe  told  her  before  him, 
what  (lie  had  jull  heard  from  her  Lover.  Lindamirct 
one  would  have  thought  might,  by  this  time,  be  pretty- 
well  accuftomed  to  ill  Ufage,  nor  were  there  any  frefli 
Perfecutions  but  Ihe  might  have  expe£ted  ^  but  yet  fke 
was  unable  to  bear  the  Shock  of  this,  and  the  near 
Profped  fhe  now  had  of  her  Mifery,  furprifed  and 
frighted  her  in  the  greateil  Degree  imaginable. 

Tcrfander  perceiving  the  Trouble  of  her  Soul,  V/hy 

*  this  Confufion,  Madam,  faid  he^  'tis  no  longer  time  to 

*  hefitate ;  you  muft  refolve  to  fly  whilil  'tis  in  your 

*  Power  to  do  fo,  at  the  End  of  two  Days  more  'twould 
*•  be  fruitlefs  to  attempt  an  Efcape  '  Since  I  muji,  I 
n.vill  refolve  fo  go^  re-plied  Lindamira,  and  though  the 
Thoughts  of  fuch  a  precipitated  Flight  are  ^very  ungrate^ 
Jul  to  mey  yet  are  they  not  fo  cutting  as  thofe  of  flaying  here 
in  the  Ponjuer  of  a  wjicked  Woman,  and  a  Man  nx)ho  ?nay 
perhaps  ufe  me  nvith  Violence.  But,  alas  !  there  is  ano" 
ther  Thought  as  cruel  as  either  of  them,  Muft  you,  generous 
Terfander,  abandon  e'very  thing  for  the  Sake  of  an  unhap-' 
py  Wretch)  njuho  vMl  not  ha'vs  it  in  her  Po^er  to  make 
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you  any  Amends  P   Muft  you  ruin  yourfelf  forme?  Would 
that  my  Life  only  mjere  in  Danger^  llea<ven  kno^-ws  Jpo^ 
joyfully  I  <would  lofe  it  rather  than   '  How  joyful- 

*  ly  you  would  lofe  it,  Madam,  interrupted  Terfander^ 

*  how  cruelly  you  talk.    Do  you  envy  me  the  Happi- 

*  nefs  of  ferving  you ;  or,  do  you  think  me  unworthy 

*  of  it?' 

No,  my  Lord,  replied  Lt'mdcLmmy  I  think  you  too  njoorthy 
of  it ;  and  I  mufl  eft e em  you  as  much  as  I  do,  to  he  behold- 
ing to  you  for  fo  important  a  Piece  of  Sernjice,  but  honjj 
dear  ^ill  that  Ser^vice  coft  you,  I Jhudder  e<very  titJie  I  think 
of  it,    '  For  Heaven^s  Sake,  dear  Madam,  anfwered 

*  y erfander,  do  not  grieve   thus,   but  be  perfuaded 

*  that  nothing  can  be  greater  than  the  Satisfadion  I 

*  lhall  feel  in  delivering  you  our  of  the  Hands  of  your 
^  Enemies,  and  this  v^ill  be  more  than  Atonement  for 

*  the  little  I  can  lofe  in  doing  it.    I  mufl  beg  your  Par- 

*  don  for  a  little  while,  I'll  hailen  and  prepare  every 

*  thing  necelTary  for  our  Flight,  and  in  the  Evening, 

*  Madam,  Fll  return  and  give  you  an  Account  of  what 
.  *  I  have  done.' 

T e?fander  having  left  her,  Lindamira  remained  in  a 
Condition  not  to  be  exprefied,  nor  ealily  to  be  imagin- 
ed. She  thought  her  Condition  miferable  indeed,  to 
fee  herfelf  under  the  Neceility  of  flying  with  a  young 
Nobleman,  and  to  leave  her  Enemies  fuch  a  probable 
Story  to  blacken  her  Reputation,  and  deilroy  her  Fame. 
This  Appreheniion  touched  her  very  Soul,  erfander 
left  a  hne  Eftate,  and  an  honourable  Poft,  and  would  a 
cenforious  World,  who  did  not  know  her,  think  that 
this  was  only  an  Effe£l  of  Friendlhip  !  This  was  the  Sub- 
jed  of  that  Evening's  Grief,  but  Belifinda,  from  whom 
ihe  concealed  nothing,  comforted  her  a  little  ;  affuring 
her,  that  all  Wknew  what  ill  Ufage  fhe  had  met 

with,  and  therefore  it  would  not  be  in  the  Power  of  her 
Enemies  to  injure  her  Fame.  Every  body  knew  Ihe 
was  confined,  and  what  could  be  more  natural,  than  an 
Endeavour  fo  recover  one's  Liberty  ;  that  her  Reputa- 
tion would  be  more  endangered  by  flaying  with  one  in 
whofe  Power  Ihe  was,  whofe  Love  and  whofe  Violence 
were  too  well  known,  than  it  could  be  by  flying  with  a 


Royal  Gallantry.  1S3 

JCan,  whole  Virtue  and  Generofity  few  were  unac- 
quainted with. 

There  was  fo  much  Truth  in  what  Belijtnda  faid, 
that  Ltndamira  could  not  poffibly  refute  it  \  yet  'twas 
with  Grief  fhe  found  herfelf  obliged  to  leave  Eng — nd 
in  that  manner,  and  had  there  been  any  Pofiibility  of 
avoiding  it,  without  running  a  far  greater  Danger,  fhe 
never  would  have  done  it,  but  a  jufl  Dread  of  what 
might  happen,  and  Belijtnda  s  Perfuafions,  at  length  de- 
termined her  to  feek  her  Safety  by  Flight. 

That  Night  Terfander  returned  to  inform  her,  that  by 
his  Order  the  VefTel  was  failed,  and  now  lay  concealed 
behind  a  Rock  at  fome  Diilance  from  the  Port,  whilll 
the  Long-boat,  with  Hx  luily  Rowers,  waited  to  carry 
them  on  board ;  he  therefore  deiired  her  not  to  defer 
her  going  any  longer  than  the  next  Night,  and  the  bet- 
ter to  conceal  her  Intent,  he  would  have  her  feign  her- 
felf very  much  out  of  Order,  that  no  body  might  be 
furprized  at  her  going  to-bed  fooner  than  ufual.  Linda- 
tnira  returned  him  many  Thanks  for  the  Trouble  he 
gave  himfelf  on  her  account,  and  promifed  that  at  the 
appointed  Time  Hie  would  be  ready  to  go  with  him. 

The  Thought  of  leaving  the  Princefs,  who  on  all 
Occafions  had  been  lo  kind,  without  feeing  or  thank- 
ing her,  very  much  troubled  Lindamira,  at  length  fhe 
reiolved  to  leave  a  Letter  for  her,  which  fhe  immediate- 
ly wrote  in  the  following  manner  : 

Ltndamira  to  the  Princefs  Ccefarina. 

I  S  with  the  greateft'  Grief  imaginable,  Madam, 
X    I  find  myfelf  obliged  to  fly  this  Country,  without 
taking  my  Leave  of  you  ;  I  never  could  have  done  it, 
and  v^ould  have  trufted  you  with  my  Defign,  had  I  not 
feared  that  the  K — g  your  Brother  would  have  been  in- 
cenfed  againft  you  ,^  I  am  fully  perfuaded  that  this 
^reat  Pr — ce  will  again  become  good  and  juil,  as  foon 
as  the  unfortunate  Wretch,  whofe  Miferies  he  has  oc- 
cafioned,  is  out  of  his  fight ;  and  who,  notwithftanding 
what  he  has  done,  wi'hes  hirn  all  Health  and  Profpe- 
rity.    His  Honour  bids  him  forget  me,  mine  orders  me 
fly  this  dangerous  Place,  left  by  a  longer  Stay,  a  Blemifh 
'  might 
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might  be  call  upon  it.  Pity  my  Fate,  illullrious  Pr.'n- 
ceis,  which  thus  forces  me  from  you ;  bellow  acompaf- 
fionate  Sigh,  and  flied  a  friendly  Tear  when  you  re  fled 
on  the  Mifery  of  the  unfortunate  Lindamira. 

Having  finiOied  this  Letter,  fhe  fealed  it  up,  and  her 
Mind  being  a  little  more  at  eafe,  fhe  looked  for  her 
Money  and  Jewels,  and  putting  them  up  in  a  little  llrong 
Box,  ihe  gave  it  to  ferfander^  who  carried  it  away  with 
him.  Furfuant  to  his  xA.dvice,  {he  pretended  to  be  much 
out  of  Order  the  next  Dav,  and  lay  a-bed  till  Seven  in- 
the  Evening  ;  at  which  time  1^ erf  under  came  to  her,  and 
brought  Man's  Apparel,  both  for  her  and  Belifinda^ 
v/iiich  they  put  on,  and  tying  up  their  Hair,  they  turned 
them.  Cavalier-like,  under  their  Kats. 

Lindami^a  could  not  forbear  fighing  to  fee  herfelf  in 
this  Condition  ;  and  fending  for  Clecna,  fhe  a^ied  her 
whether  flte  would  accompany  her  in  her  Flight ;  but 
"this  prudent  Maid  anfwered.  That  if  fhe  appeared  to 
be  in  the  Secret,  'twould  be  plain  that  Orontes  had  be- 
trayed his  Trail,  and  that  it  would  be  much  better  for 
her  to  flay,  and  pretend  to  be  very  much  furprized  at 
her  Flight. 

Notwithilanding  that  Lindamira  would  have  been 
glad  to  have  carried  fo  faithful  a  Servant  v/ith  her,  yet 
was  there  fo  much  Truth  in  what  ilie  faid,  that  fhe  could 
Bot  urge  her  any  further  ;  but  giving  her  all  her  Cloaths 
and  a  fine  Diamond  Ring,  fhe  tenderly  embraced  her, 
alTuring  her,  fhe  never  fhould  forget  the  Service  fhe  had 
done  her.  Then  laying  the  Letter  which  fhe  had  writ- 
ten to  the  Princefs  upon  the  Table,  fhe  bid  Cleona  go 
down  and  tell  the  Servants  they  fhould  make  no  Noife, 

« 

for  their  Miilrefs  was  gone  to  Bed,  charging  her  not  to 
take  Notice  of  her  Flight  till  the  next  Morning. 

This  poor  G  irl  could  not  fee  her  Miilrefs  going,  with- 
out fhedding  a  Flood  of  Tears ;  and  after  the  neceffary 
Adieus,  ^ erfander  conduced  her  down  a  private  Stairs 
through  the  Garden,  the  Back-Door  of  which  went  out 
into  a  little  Street,  where  they  found  fix  Guards  waiting 
with  three  fpare  Horfes  for  T erfander  and  the  two  dif- 
guifed  Ladies,  who  mounting,  they  haflened  to  the  Port 
where  the  Guards  left  them,  and  they  foon  reached  their 
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Vellel  ;  tliat  very  Moment  they  hoifted  Sail,  and  the 
Wind  blowing  fair,  they  were  not  long  in  crolTaig  the 
Seas_. 

Lindamras  Reckoning  was  now  out,  and  fhe  expedl- 
ed  every  Moment  to  fall  in  Labour  ;  even  on  Ship- 
boai'd  fne  felt  fome  Pains.  This  made  her  ft  ay  at  Bou^ 
log7ie,  where,  in  a  Fortnight's  time  fhe  was  brought  to- 
bed  of  a  fine  Boy.  Before  her  Lying-in,  fhe  writ  a  Let- 
ter to  the  Queen-Mother  of  France,  which  T erf  under  was 
to  carry,  that  he  might  at  length  inform  the  virtuous 
Princefs  of  all  that  had  pafTed  ;  but  as  he  could  not  think 
of  leaving  her  in  that  Condition,  he  determined  to  ftay 
till  the  o;reat  Dano;er  was  over. 

Three  Days  after  her  being  brought  to -bed,  7 erfander 
fei  out  for  the  Court  of  France ;  where  he  waited  on  the 
Queen-Regent,  delivered  Lindamira\  Letter,  and  in  or- 
der relaj:ed  every  thing  that  happened  to  her  fmce  her 
leaving  France.  The  good  Queen,  who  fmcerely  loved 
her,  was  grieved  at  her  Misfortunes,  and  commended 
Terfander  for  his  generous  A6lion  in  delivering  her  out 
of  fuch  a  Danger ;  afTuring  him,  that  his  Merit  fhould 
go  unrewarded :  She  further  told  him,  that  Llndamira 
Ihould  remain  under  her  Protedion,  and  that  fhe  would 
take  care  both  of  her  and  her  Son ;  that  fhe  herfelf 
would  write  to  her,  and  that  as  foon  as  fhe  had  recover- 
ed Strength  enough  to  travel,  Terfander  fliould  go  dov^^n 
and  fetch  her  up  to  Court  with  a  fuitableEquipage.  This 
was  as  much  as  Lindamlra  could  defire,  and  one  would 
now  have  thought  her  Misfortunes  at  an  End ;  but  alas  I 
they  were  to  laft  as  long  as  her  Life.  But  to  return  to 
Eng — nd : 

Cleona  in  every  Particular  obferved  her  Miftrefs's  Di- 
rections, and  took  no  Notiqe  till  the  next  Morning  ten 
o'clock,  the  ufual  Time  of  her  going  into  her  Chamber, 
and  then  fhe  pretended  to  be  very  much  furprlzed.  The 
undifTembled  Tears  which  flie  fhed  for  the  Lofs  of  her 
Miilrefs,  confirmed  People  in  the  Opinion  that  fhe  was 
intirely  innocent  of  her  Flight,  and  fhe  a6led  her  Part 
fo  very  well,  that  fne  was  never  once  miftrufted ;  and 
happy  for  her  it  was  flie  could  ad  it  fo  !  for  had  the  K — g 
in  his  firft  Paflion  fufpefted  her,  he  doubtkfs  would 
have  facrificed  her  in  his  Rage. 
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'Tis  impofTible  to  exprefs  his  Concern,  his  Behaviour, 
his  Defpair,  v/hen  the  News  was  brought  him,  and  on 
this  Occaflon  he  did  a  thoufand  things  unworthy  of  fo 
great  a  P — nee.  At  firll  he  would  have  followed  Lin-- 
da?mra^  had  not  C^e farina  reprefented  to  him  that  fhe 
was  failed  the  Night  before  with  a  brifk  favourable 
Gale,  and  that  before  he  could  be  well  a-lhipboard,  fhe 
doubtlefs  would  have  reached  the  Coafl  of  France^  that 
he  might  indeed  fend  out  fome  armed  Veffels  after  her, 
but  that  his  own  Perfon  was  too  precious  to  be  expofed 
on  fo  trifling  an  Occafion ;  that  leaving  his  Kingdom 
might  be  of  a  ^dangerous  Confequence,  and  produce  evil 
EIFeds  on  the  Minds  of  his  Subjeds,  naturally  too 
prone  to  revolt ;  that  he  ought  to  do  nothing  which 
might  make  People  forget  the  Refpedl  due  to  him,  and 
that  he  v/ould  become  the  Laughing  fcock  of  all  Europe, 
Ihould  he  leave  his  Dominions  to  run  after  a  Woman 
who  did  not  love  him. 

This,  P — nee  gave  fuch  Way  to  Grief  and  Defpair, 
that  he  did  not  liften  to  what  his  Siller  faid,  and  heard 
only^  the  five  or  fix  lail  Words,  upon  which  interrupt- 
ing her,  he  cried  out,  '  True,  fhe  does  not  love  ;  but, 

*  is  fhe  lefs  amiable  ?  She  feorns  me,  and  therefore  I  love 

*  her,  for  her  Refiilance  difplays  herVirtues  and  the  Beau- 
'  ties  of  her  Soul :  Alas !  had  fne  feen  me  before  fhe 

*  had  Falmiris^  fhe  might  have  loved  me  inflead  of  him  ; 

*  fhe  might  have  done  and  felt  for  me,  what  fhe  now 

*  does  and  feels  for  him.  Had  Heaven  bellowed  my 
<  Cr  n  upon  Palmirh,  and  given  me  his  Lindamira\ 

*  Heart,   hov^  happy  fhould  1  have  thought  myfeif ! 

*  But  if  I  mull  be  miferable  I  am  refolved  not  to  be 
^-miferable  alone,  Palmiris  and  Ltndamira  fhall  fhare 

*  the  Misfortunes  which  they  have  heaped  upon  me.' 
As  he  faid  this  he  left  his  outer,  and  immediately  fent 
for  Circe, 

It  was  not  long  before  this  wicked  Woman  came, 
and  feeing  how  ill  her  Mailer  brooked  Lindamira\ 
Flight,  fhe  pretended  to  be  full  of  Defpair,  and  vowed 
that  there  was  nothing  but  fhe  would  do  to  x£i2k.Q  Linda- 
mira  repent  her  Cruelty ;  that  doubtlefs  fhe  mull  have 
been  in  Love  with  'Terfander,  elfe  would  fhe  never  have 
fled  with  him  as  fhe  has  done ;  that  fhe  would  fend 
her  Hufband  Word  of  it  ;  and  in  fliort,  that  fhe  would 

reduce 
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reduce  her  to  fo  very  low  a  Condition,  that  Ihe  fhould 
come  and  humbly  implore  his  Protedion. 

*  I  could  heartily  wifh,  replied  the  M-n-rch,  that 
'  fhe  was  under  a  Neceffity  of  doing  it  \  I  am  fure  I 

*  would  grant  it  her  with  all  my  Heart,  but  fhe's  too 

*  haughty,  and  hates  me  too  much  to  be  obliged  to 

*  me  for  it,  even  though  I  fliould  offer  it  her,  let  her 

*  Condition  be  never  fo  bad.'  I  cannot  tell  that,  m^^Yitd 
the  fawning  Wretch  ;  honxje'very  Til  fromife  to  reduce  her 
to  fuch  a  Condition,  that  foe  Jhall  Jiand  in  Need  of  it  ; 
ril  immediately  fend  Palmiris  Word,  that  his  Wife  njoas 
defperately  in  Lo^ve  ivith  Terfander,  that  I  fiffeSied  it^ 
cind  did  e^very  thi?ig  I  could  to  fa^ve  the  Honour  of  our 
Family,  but  in  ^uain  for  feeing  that  fye  could  not  indulge 
her  FaJJion  here,  fe  had  fed  a<vjay  njoith  him  by  Nighty 
and  I  think  the  hef  Way  <^(Xould  be  to  difpatch  an  Ex' 
prefs  immediately  'voith  the  Letter,  lef  they  fljould  be  be^ 
forehand  nxnth  us,  and  gin)e  him  Notice  of  all  that  has 
paj/ed.  She  faid,  and  without  waiting  for  an  Anfwer, 
-flie  fet  her  down,  and  writ  the  following  EpiUle  : 

CIRCE  to  PALMIRIS. 
Dear  Nephenv, 

IT  is  impolfible  to  exprefs  the  Grief  I  feel  at  being 
obliged  to  fend  you  fo  ungrateful  a  Piece  of  News, 
but  the  Thing  is  already  fo  very  public,  and  fo  much 
talked  of  throughout  the  whole  Kingdom,  that  it  would 
be  in  vain  to  conceal  it  from  you  ;  I  have  done  all  that 
lay  in  my  Power  to  divert  the  threatening  Evil,  but  in 
vain,  and  find  that  the  more  Obflacles  you  lay  in  the 
W ay  of  Lovers,  the  more  ardently  they  love  ;  we  have 
feen  a  fatal  Experiment  of  this  Truth  in  our  Family. 
Alas  !  How  fhall  I  tell  you  that  Lindamira  is  run  away 
yjith,  Terfander ;  when  I  perceived  her  growing  Love, 
and  found  that  all  good  Advice  was  thrown  away  upon, 
her,  I  conjured  the  King  our  Mafter  to  command  him 
never  to  fee  her  more  ;  he  did  fo,  but  that  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  you  never  can  enough  exprefs  your  Grati- 
tude towards  him  ;  and  I  can  affure  you,  that  if  Ihe  was 
in  his  Kingdom,  he  would  leave  no  Means  untried  to  get 
her  out  of  his  Hands  again  ;  but  fhe  is  got  fafe  with  hec 

Paramour 
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Paramour  into  France.  You  are  a  prudent  and  difcrect 
Man,  and  know  better  than  I  can  tell  you  what  is  to  be 
done  in  fuch  a  Cafe.  Alas  !  I  cannot  ferve  you,  I  can 
only  pity  your  Misfortunes,  and  mourn  the  Difgrace  of 
our  Family,  which  is  become  the  Jeft  of  all  England, 
and  at  which  no  body  can  b«  more  afflidled  than  the  un- 
happy 

CIRCE. 

Having  fealed  up  this  Letter,  Ihe  fent  for  a  Man  In 
whom  fhe  could  confide,  one  fit  for  her  Pnrpofe,  and 
who  was  as  wicked  as  herfelf  to  him  fhe  delivered 
this  Letter,  ordering  him  to  haften  with  it  to  Palmiris, 
who  was  at  that  time  wdth  the  King  of  France  at  the 
Siege  of  Damietta,  She  then  gave  him  neceffary  In- 
ftriidions  how  he  ihould  anf^er  the  feveral  QaeiTions 
which  Pahniris  might  afli  him  concerning  the  Flight  of 
^erfatider  and  Linda??iiray  and  v/hat  the  World  faid  of 
their  Amours  :  This  done  he  fet  out,  and  in  a  fhort 
time  reached  the  Place  he  was  fent  to,  and  delivered  his 
Letter. 

I  wdli  not  pretend  to  defcribe  the  Eife6l  it  produced 
on  the  Mind  of  Falmiris^  and  the  various  Tumults  of  his 
Soul  whilfl  he  read  this ;  for  he  was  a  Man  of  flrid  Ho- 
nour, and  at  the  fame  time  loved  his  Wife  to  Dotage, 
This  may  be  fuiHcient  to  give  the  Reader  an  Idea  of  the 
Struggles  he  felt  in  his  Breail  whilil  he  was  reading  this 
fatal  Letter,  and  having  finilhed  it,  he  very  abruptly  left 
the  MelTenger  and  went  into  his  Chamber  and  pondered 
as  vrell  as  he  could  upon  it.  At  fril  he  determined  to 
engage  in  the  thickeil  of  the  Battle,  and  to  feek  certain 
Death  to  eafe  his  raging  Pain  ;  but  his  Defpair  foon 
gave  way  to  Thoughts  of  Vengeance. 

'  He  lhall  die,  cried  Pahniris,  this  Spoiler  of  m.y  FIo- 
* "  nour,  this  7'erfander  fhall  die  ;  and  can  the  ungrateful 

*  Lindamira,  whom  I  have  fo  dearly  loved,  and  who 

*  has  fo  bafely  deceived  me,  can  fhe  hope  to  efcape  my 

*  Vengeance  ?  No,  the  falfe  Woman  too  fhall  die,  and 

*  bear  her  Minion  Company  to  the  infen;ial  Shades. 

*  Alas  !  I  rave,  how  is  it  flie  fhall  die  ?    Can  I  imbrue 

*  my  Hands  in  her  Blood  ?   Can  I  fo  much  as  refolve 

*  her  Death  ?  Bafe  and  ungrateful  as  ftie  is,  and  the  fole 

'  Caufe 
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*  Caufe  of  all  my  Misfortunes,  yet  cannot  I  be  fo  unna- 

*  turally  cruel.    Let  her  live  then,  and  let  lier  Life  be 

*  her  Punifiiment,  for  flie  fhall  live  to  mourn  the  Lofs  of 

*  her  beloved  Terfander,  fhe  ihall  live  to  fee  him  expire  ; 

*  for  even  in  her  Preience  wall  I  pierce  his  Heart.  Thus 

*  lhall  her  Grief  be  far  vvorfe  than  Death  itfelf.  For 

*  the  Love  I  once  bore  her  I  will  not  offer  any  kind  of 

*  V^iolence  to  her  Perfon,  bat  in  another's  Ihe  fhall 

*  doubly  fuffer :  Ungrateful  Woman  !   could'll  thou  but 

*  fee  what  Heart  thou  hall  betrayed,  v*^hat  Hu/band 

*  thou  hafl  loft,  one,  who,  fpite  of  the  many  Injuries 

*  thou  haft  done  him,  cannot  refolve  to  hurt  thee  ;  fure 

*  thou  would'ft  repent  thy  bafe  Perfidioufnefs. 

He  faid  a  thoufand  other  Things  much  to  the  fame 
Purpofe,  and  at  laft  determined  that  very  Night  to  fet 
out  for  Trance^  in  queil  of  Terjander  and  Lindamira,  and 
to  this  End  he  called  his  Squire,  and  b-d  him  immedi- 
ately go  and  prepare  every  thing  for  his  Departure, 
adding,  that  he  would  have  no  body  but  himfelf  and  a 
Valet  de  Chambre  follow  him ;  as  for  the  reft  01  his 
Equipage,  they  (hould  wait  till  farther  Orders. 

This  done  he  waited  upon  the  King  of  France^  and 
fhe  wed  him  the  Letter  he  had  juft  received,  at  the  fame 
time  giving  him  an  Account  of  his  fetting  out  that 
Night,  and  the  Reafons  that  induced  him  fo  to  do.  The 
good  Prince  read  it,  and  heard  him  with  a  great  deal  of 
Surprize,  then  turning  towards  P^/;;^/>/V,    '  It  is  impof- 

*  fible,  faid  he,  to  anfwer  for  the  Actions  of  others,  but 

*  yet  can  I  not  believe  what  is  faid  here  of  your  Wife  ; 
'  (he  was  brought  up  with  Blanche  my  Mother,  than 

*  whom  a  more  virtuous  and  deferving  Woman  does  not 

*  breathe,  and  Lindamira  was  very  high  in  her  Efteem  ; 

*  beware,  left  you  commiit  fome  rafh  Adion,  which  you 

*  may  vainly  repent  for  ever  after.    Even  fuppofe  that 

*  Lindumira  be  guilty,  yet  ought  you  not  to  feek  the 

*  Blood  of  her  Lover  ;   leave  Vengeance  to  Heaven, 

*  who  furely  will  repay  it,  but  do  you  learn  to  forgive 

*  as  you  hope  for  Forgivenefs.    I  would  not  hinder  you 

*  from  applying  proper  Remedies  to  the  Diflionour  of 

*  your  Houfe,  but  I  would  have  you  be  beforehand  af- 

*  lured,  that  they  arc  proper  ones  ^  Corrcfives  have  often 

^  been 
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*  been  ufed  without  Succefs,  where  Lenitives  v/ould  in- 

*  fallibly  have  done.' 

Thefe  were  the  lall  Words  which  the  good  Monarch 
f  .oke  to  him,  after  which  he  ordered  him  the  neceffary 
Pafles  and  Guards  to  the  Port,  where  Palmiris  embarked, 
and  daring  his  whole  Journey  and  Voyage,  not  the  ieail 
Accident  happened  ro  him.  ■  On  anoth;.r  Occafion  one 
might  have  (aid  the  Wind  was  favourable,  but  now  it 
w^as  far  from  being  fo,  f  nce  it  contributed  towards,  at 
ieaft  hailened,  his  Misfortunes. 

But  to  return  to  Lindamira^  whom  we  left  at  Boulogne y 
where  fhe  was  delivered,  and  now  impatiently  expected 
the  Return  of  Terfander  with  an  Anfwer  from  ihe  Queen- 
Mother.  Scarce  had  flie  been  brought  to  bed  a  Fort- 
night, before  Ihe  fell  into  a  violent  Fever,  in  a  Place 
where  Ihe  knew  no  body,  and  had  no  one  but  Belijhida 
to  aihil  and  comfort  her,  v/ho  was  now  far  from  being 
capable  of  doing  it,  finding  herfelf  in  the  utmoft  Want 
of  Comfort  and  Alhftance.  She  faw  a  Miilrefs  whom  fhe 
dearly  loved  lying  dangeroufly  ill,  and  knew  no  body 
to  apply  to  for  Advice  :  Often  would  fhe  bewail  T er- 
fanders  going,  and  think  that  he  left  Lindamira  much 
fooner  than  he  ought  to  have  done;  fhe  wrote  him  a 
Letter,  acquainting  him  with  the  prefent  Condition  of 
her  Miilrefs,  and  how  fenfible  they  were  of  his  Lofs, 
conjuring  him,  by  all  that  he  held  dear  in  the  World, 
to  return  back  to  Boulczne, 

V/e  may  eafily  fuppofe  how  alHiding  this  News  was 
to  Terfander^  he  recalled  every  Charm  of  Lindamira^  all 
her  Beauties  and  Virtues  to  mind,  then  refleded  that 
thefe  Charms,  thefe  Beauties,  and  thefe  Virtues,  would 
not,  perhaps,  much  longer  have  a  Being  ,•  and  this  Ap- 
prehenfion  gave  him  all  the  Pain  that  a  Love-fick  Heart 
is  capable  of  feeling  at  the  Apprehenfions  of  lofmg  its 
adored  Cbjed ;  he  then  determined  immediately  to 
haften  to  her,  and  therefore  he  went  diredly  to  wait  upon 
the  Queen,  to  v/hom  he  fhewed  Belijindas  Letter,  deliring, 
at  the  fame  time,  leave  to  haften  back  to  Lindamira. 
The  good  Princefs  having  perufed  the  Letter,  feemed 
extremely  concerned  at  her  Illnefs,  and  told  Terfandtr^ 
that  far  from  delaying  him,  Ihe  conjured  him  to  m.ake 
all  the  Hafte  back  he  could,  telling  him,  that  whilft  he 

prepared 
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prepared  himfelf  to  get  on  Horfebackp  Ihe  would  write 
to  the  Governor  of  Boulogne,  to  order  him  to  take  par- 
ticular Care  of  Lzndamira  during  her  Illnefs,  and  not  to 
let  her  want  any  kind  of  thing  whatfoever. 

The  Moment  ^ erf  under  had  received  his  Difpatches  he 
got  on  Horfeback,  nor  would  he  have  been  long  in  his 
Journey,  had  not  he  met  with  an  unfortunate  Accident. 
PaiTmg  through  a  Forell  he  was  fet  upon  by  four  High- 
waymen, who  bid  him  deliver,  but  he,  not  daunted  at 
their  Odds,  drew  his  Sword,  and  behaved  himfelf  with 
fo  much  Bravery  that  he  laid  two  of  them  breathlefs  on 
the  Ground,  and  the  other  two,  dreading  the  Fate  of 
their  Companions,  fled  with  all  poffibie  Speed.  In  the 
Engagement  T' erfander  had  received  no  other  Hurt  but  a 
flight  Wound  in  his  Arm,  which  having  bound  up  with 
his  Handkerchief,  he  was  about  to  continue  his  Journey  j 
but  on  a  fudden  he  heard  a  ruftling  amongfl  the  Trees 
behind  him,  and  ere  he  could  turn  about,  an  Arrow 
pierced  his  Body,  infomuch  that  he  did  not  ride  above 
an  hundred  Paces  before  he  fell. 

Thii  Wound  he  received  from  one  of  the  Rogues, 
who  had  juft  fled  from  him,  who  not  daring  to  encoun- 
ter him  again,  yet  willing  to  revenge  the  Death  of  his 
Companions,  and  his  own  Difgrace,  fetched  a  Compafs 
round,  and  came  behind  him  whilft  he  was  binding  up 
his  Wound,  and  fliot  an  Arrow  at  him ;  but  not  know- 
ing what  Execution  it  had  done,  and  feeing  T erfander 
ride  olF,  durfl:  not  follow  him,  but  alighting  from  his 
Horfe,  he  drew  his  Companions  out  of  the  Road  into 
the  thickefl:  Part  of  the  Foreft,  and  then  left  it  himfelf. 

Mean  while  the  brave  Man  was  perifliing  for  want  of 
timely  AfTiltance ;  and  fo  great  a  Quantity  of  Blood  did 
he  lofe,  that  he  remained  without  any  vifible  Sign  of 
Life  ;  when,  as  Heaven  would  have  it,  two  Friars  acci- 
dec tally  pafl^ed  that  Way,  who  at  firft  believed  him  dead  ; 
but  laying  their  Hands  upon  his  Heart,  and  finding  ftill 
fome  little  Warmth  there,  they  refolved  not  to  defpair  ; 
but  one  of  them  running  haftily  to  a  neighbouring  Foun- 
tain brought  fome  Water,  and  with  it  waflied  the  Wound, 
and  threw  fome  in  his  Face  ;  the  exceflive  Cold  of  this 
Water  made  7" erfander  fliew  fome  Signs  of  Life,  and  the 

good 
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good  Fatliers  thanked  Keaven  for  fending  them  thus 
timely  to  his  Alliflance. 

He  who  had  run  for  Water  to  the  Fountain  had  met  a 
Shepherd  there,  whom  he  immediately  difpatched  to  the 
next  Harnlet  for  more  Help  ;  as  thefe  good  Fathers  were 
-  very  m.uch  efleemed  ail  over  the  Country,  the  Shepherds 
left  their  Flocks,  and  the  Labourers  their  Cottages,  to 
come  to  them,  and  they  found  the  two  good  Men  very 
bufy  about  one,  who  by  fome  fhort,  but  deep  Sighs, 
fhev/ed  that  he  might  Hill  be  reckoned  in  the  Number  of 
the  Living.  Upon  this,  fom.e  of  them  began  to  gather 
Herbs,  whofe  Virtues  were  well  known  to  them  i  and 
which,  as  foon  as  applied  to  the  Wound  flopped  the 
Blood,  whilll  others  cut  down  Boughs,  and  with  them 
made  a  1-Jand-Litter  to  carry  the  Patient  to  the  Convent, 
where,  as  foon  as  he  was  brought,  his  Wounds  were  regu- 
larly dreffed  all  the  Fathers  were  very  bufy  about  him, 
but  none  more  than  thofe  two  who  had  found  him,  an(J. 
who  continued  Vv^ith  him,  not  only  the  reft  of  that  Day, 
"but  the  whole  Night  too  ;  during  which  time  he  never 
came  to  himfelf  again,  fo  as  to  Have  any  Knowledge  of 
Things,  but  was  perpetually  fainting  away  ;  fo  excefliv© 
a  Quantity  of  Blood  had  he  loft,  and  to  fo  w  eak  a  Con- 
dition had  that  Lofs  reduced  him. 

Four  and  twenty  Hours  after  the  firft  Drelfmg  of  his 
Wound,  his  Apparel  was  taken  ofF^  at  which  time  the 
Surgeon  aifured  that  the  Wound,  though  large,  Vv'as  not 
mortal  ;  and  that  if  nothing  extraordinary  happened  to 
him,  he  did  not  queftion  but  he  would  do  well  again. 
This  News  extremely  rejoiced  the  Holy  Fathers ;  but 
their  Joy  was  Ihort-liv'd,  for  the  third  Day  he  fell  into  a 
Fever,'  and  was  very  light-headed,  at  which  time  he 
.talked  much  of  Lindamira ;  this  firft  Fever  continued 
thirty  Hours  upon  him,  at  the  End  of  which  he  recover- 
ed his*Senfes,  and  then  it  was  that  he  firft  became  fen- 
fible  of  his  Condition,  and  thought  on  Lindamira  s  ;  the 
Remembrance  of  her  Danger  drew  Tears  from  his  Eyes, 
and  made  him  utter  Complaints  which  would  have 
touched  the  very  hardeft  and  moft  barbarous  Hearts. 

Would  he  cry,  ftiall  my  Life,  whofe  every  Hour  I 
devoted  to  the  beauteous  Lindamira^  be  of  no  Ser- 
vice to  her  then  >   Shall  my  cruel  Fortune  deprive  me 

of 
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prive  me  of  the  Means  of  aliilbng  her,  "and  of  doing  her 
thofe  good  Offices  which  a  Stranger,  with  the  comiTiOn 
Sentiments  of  Humanity,  would  joyfully  have  clone  ? 
Perhaps,  alas  !  this  Moment  is  her  lall,  and  fhe  is  now 
clofmg  thofe  lovely  Eyes,  in  whofe  I  ooks  were  centered 
all  my  Happinefs :  Even  now,  perhaps,  with  her  dying 
Words  fhe  accufes  me  of  Delay,  and  cnes.  Is  this-  Ne- 
gled  the  Mark  of  that  refpedtful  Pafiion  which  was  once 
jour  Boaft  ?  Inftead  of  hallening  to  my  Afiiftance,  dofl 
thou,  for  the  Sake  of  a  few  Wounds  indulge  thyfelf, 
and  by  thy  over  Care  endeavour  to  furvive  me  ?  And 
yet  you  thmk  you  love  me  ?  No,  ungrateful  Man,  you 
are  as  unworthy  of  the  Name  of  Love  as  you  are  of  my 
Efleem,  with  which  I  had  hitherto  all  along  honoured 
you. 

Here  he  paufed  a  little  while,  and  then  refuming  his 
Difcourfe;  And  can  I  bear  thefe  Reproaches?  No, 
let  me  rather  die  a  thoufand  thoufand  Deaths  than  live 
to  deferve  them  ;  efpecially  feeing  that  my  Life  can  be 
of  no  Service  to  Lhidamira,  As  he  faid  this,  he  began 
to  tear  off  the  Rollers,  and  other  Things  with  which  his 
\V()unds  were  bound  ;  but  one  of  the  Fathers  being  in 
the  Room  with  him,  and  feeing  to  what  Extravagance 
his  Pallion  hurried  him,  ran  and  laid  hold  of  him,  nor 
was  it  a  very  difficult  Matter  to  prevent  his  executing 
what  he  had  threatened,  for  he  was  fo  very  weak,  one 
might  eafily  mailer  him.  I'he  great  Difficulty  was  to 
calm  his  Thoughts  and  make  him  wholly  alter  his  P.e- 
folution.  To  this  End  he  reprefented  to  him  the  Hei- 
noufnefs  of  the  Crime  he  was  about  to  commit,  and 
•  with  Arguments  and  Inilrudlions,  both  Divine  and  Mo- 
ral, he  convinced  him  of  the  Unreafonablenefs  of  his 
Action  ;  but  ftill  his  Paffion  was  fo  great,  that  it  pre- 
vailed over  Reafon  ;  however,  the  Father  inquiring  fur- 
ther into  as  many  Particulars  of  the  Story,  as  Terfander 
thought  fit  to  tell  him,  reprefented  that  the  Lady  he 
Ipoke  of  might  ftill  be  alive,  and  want  l>is  Affiftance, 
that  if  nothmg  elfe  could  weigh  with  him,  at  leaft,  for 
her  Sake,  he  ought  to  take  Care  of  his  Health  ;  at  the 
fame  time  he  delivered  him  a  Packet  which  had  been 
found  in  his  Pocket,  and  in  which  were  inclofed  the 
Queen's  Letters,  with  fome  Jewels  and  Money  he  had 
Vol,  IL  I  abou^ 
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about  him.  T cj-fandcr  then  firft  began  to  think  of  his  Bu- 
fmefs,  and  he  conjured  the  Father  to  procure  him  feme 
body  to  go  with  a  Letter  to  Boulogne',  the  good  Man 
told  him  he  would,  upon  Condition  that  he  Ihould  en- 
deavour to  compofe  himfelf  to  Reft  :  Tcrfander  promifed 
he  would  do  any  thing,  and  then  didating  a  Letter  to 
Belifmda,  the  Father  wrote  it  for  him,  and  with  this  and 
the  other  he  difpatched  a  Courier. 

Mean  while  Liiidamira  continued  very  ill  of  a  violent 
Fever,  and  Belifinda  laboured  under  the  greateft  AfHidli- 
ons  imaginable,  her  Miftrefs  was  as  bad,  and  much 
weaker  than  ever,  ^erfander  might  eafily  have  returned 
by  this  time,  but  he  not  only  was  not  come,  but  had 
not  fo  much  as  writ  to  her.  This  very  much  furprized 
her,  fhe  knew  not  what  to  think  of  it,  and  Terfander 
had  till  now  behaved  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
make  her  believe  him  her  Miftrefs's  fincere  Friend. 

Things  were  upon  this  Foot,  when  the  Courier  dif- 
patched from  the  Monaftery  arrived,  and  delivered  7>r- 
fander^  Letter  to  Belijinda.  His  Misfortune  touched  her 
to  the  Heart,  and  flie  related  to  Lindamira  Part  of  what 
had  happened  ;  however,  fhe  concealed  the  Worft  of  the 
Story  in  not  mentioning  his  Danger.  She  barely  told 
her,  that  he  had  received  a  flight  Wound,  and  that  it 
was  not  fafe  for  him  to  travel  as  yet.  We  may  eafi- 
ly imagine  how  fenfibly  Li7:da?mra  was  grieved,  there 
being  .no  Woman  of  a  more  grateful  Temper,  and  Ter^ 
fander  having  fufFered  this  new  Misfortune  on  her  Ac- 
count, and  though  it  was  dangerous  for  her  to  do  it,  yet 
could  nothing  diffuade  her  from  returning  an  Anfwer  to 
his  Letter  by  the  fame  Courier,  and  calling  for  a  Table* 
book,  flie  writ  the  following  Words  : 

Lindamira  to  Terfander. 

^         ^  ^  pitied  my  Misfortunes,  generous  Terfander  ; 

*  JL    ^ut  how  dear  has  your  Pity  coft  you  !  I  leave 

*  you  to  judge  the  Greatnefs  of  my  Trouble,  when  I  re- 

*  lied  on  the  many  and  great  Obligations  I  lay  under  to 

*  you,  and  that  I  can  make  no  return,  but  with  my 
^  Thanks  and  Tears  ;   poor  Amends,   for  the  many 

*  Miferios  brought  on  you  by  the  unfortunate 

Whilft 
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Whllft  Lhidamira  was  writing,  the  Courier  haflened 
to  the  Calile,  and  delivered  the  Queen's  Packet  to  the 
Governor,  who  received  it  with  all  the  Refpedi;  and  De- 
ference due  from  a  Subjed  to  his  Sovereign;  and  having 
inquired,  and  been  informed  where  the  Lady  lived,  who 
was  by  her  Majeily  recommended  to  his  Care,  he  got 
into  his  Chariot,  and  hailened  away  to  Lindamird^  Lodg  - 
ings, which  he  entered  the  Moment  fhe  had  done  writ- 
ing to  T^€rfa)7dc7\ 

As  much  as  her  Sicknefs  had  altered  her,  yet  v/as  Lin-- 
daviira  ftill  beauteous  to  a  Miracle,  nor  could  the  Go- 
vernor forbear  admiring  her,  but,  his  firil  Surprize  over, 
he  faluted  her  with  a  great  deal  of  Refpe«tl:,  and  told 
her  what  Orders  he  had  jufl:  received  from  the  Queen  ; 
he  therefore  defired  that  llie  v/ould  fairer  herfelf  to  be 
carried  to  the  Caflle,  where  (lie  might  be  taken  much 
better  Care  of  than  in  her  Lodging.  Lindamira  thanked 
him  for  his  courteous  Offer,  but  told  him  fhe  was  not  ia 
a  Condition  to  be  removed  ;  but  Alta7no7it  (for  fo  was  the 
Governor  called)  being  a  Man  of  Senfe,  and  thinking 
that  the  Lady  had  forne  flronger  Objedion  to  the  Ca- 
llle,  than  her  prefent  Condition,  fmiled  upon  her.  laia 
fo  very  much  accuflomed.  Madam,  faid  he,  to  receive 
Denials  from  the  Fair  Sex,  that  I  really  now  expelled 
it  j  hov/ei^r,  I'll  haften  home,  and  fend  fome  body  to 
you,  who,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  fay  it,  will  deferve 
to  be  kindly  received,  and  to  have  their  Prayers  granted, 
and  I  dare  fay,  you  will  not  be  fo  cruel  to  them  as  you 
are  to  me.  As  he  faid  this  he  left  the  Room,  and  with- 
out giving  L^W/s:Wr^2  Time  to  anfwer,  he  haflened  to 
the  Caflle,  to  defire  his  two  Sillers  to  wait  upon  Linda^ 
mira,  who  really  were  Ladies  of  infinite  Merit. 

The  Eldefc  of  them,  named  Erndnia,  v/as  a  regular 
Beauty,  and  there  was  fomething  in  her  Gait  fo  maje- 
flic,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  fprightly  in  her  Face,  that 
one  could  not  look  upon  her  wilhout  Admiration.  Har* 
.  riot  v/as  fair,  and  one  of  the  moll  agreeable  Women  in 
Nature ;  her  Features,  indeed,  if  you  took  them  to 
pieces,  were  iir)t  fo  regular  as  lier  Sifter's ;  but  if,  with- 
out entring  into  fuch  a  Particular,  you  looked  upon 
them  botli  at  once,  'twas  impofiiblt;  to  know  where  to 

I  ^  give 
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give  the  Preference,  nor  did  they  rival  one  another  leH; 
in  Wit  and  good  Senfe  than  in  Beauty. 

As  to  oblige  each  other  was  the  chief  Study  of  the 
Brother  and  Sifters,  they  haftened  to  Lindamira,  and 
kindly  intreated  her  to  accept  of  the  Apartment  which 
their  Brother  had  offered.  It  was  impoflible  to  deny 
fuch  fair  Petitioners,  Lindamira  therefore  confented,  and 
they  overjoyed  at  their  Succefs,  fent  for  their  Chair,  and 
liad  her  carried  to  the  Caftle,  where  Altamont  received 
her  with  all  poUible  Deference  and  Refpedl.  The  two 
Sifters  were  perpetually  with,  her,  and  unwilling  to  truft 
Servants,  they  themfeives  waited  upon  her,  and  gave 
her  early  Proofs  of  their  growing  Friend ftiip.  And,  in- 
deed, fuch  was  the  Care  they  took  of  her,  and  fuch  the 
Diligence  and  Skill  of  the  Phyficians,  that  within  two 
or  three  Days  after  her  being  brought  thither,  her  Fever 
was  changed  into  an  Intermitting  one. 

Altamont  waited  on  Lindamira^  as  often  as  her  Health 
and  Decency  would  permit  him,  and  he  had  the  Satif- 
fadion  of  feeing  how  careful  his  Sifters  were  of  her. 
Harriot^  who  was  naturally  all  Gaiety,  endeavoured  to 
chear  Lindamira^  drooping  Spirits  ;  but,  alas  !  flie  was 
a  Stranger  to  Joy,  every  Day  almoft  did  Ihe  write  to  her 
dear  Palmiris,  but  received  no  Anfwer  from  him. 

Obfervirig  the  Friendfliip  and  Tendernefs  with  which 
the  two  Siftef  s  received  her,  Linda?mra  out  of  Gratitude 
jeiated  her  Adventures  to  them,  and  by  that  fbewed 
them  how  great  a  Confidence  fhe  repofed  in  them.  Her 
Story  increafed  their  Love  and  Admiration,  and  Ermi- 
ma  embracing  her  as  foon  as  flie  had  done,  dear  Linda- 
miruy  faid  fhe,  your  Misfortunes  are  drawing  to  an  End, 
Heaven  has  \nade  a  Trial  of  your  Virtue,  and  will  now 
take  it  under  its  immediate  Protedion,  and  fafely  con- 
duct home  your  illuftrious  Hufband.  I  can  affure  you, 
continued  Harriot that  his  Prefence  would  rejoice  me 
almoft  as  much  as  the  beauteous  Lindamira^  and  I  am 
already  promifmg  myfelf,  that  at  fight  of  him,  that  Me- 
lancholy will  vanifti,  and  Smiles  adorn  that  lovely  Face. 
I  am  much  obliged  to  you.  Ladies,  replied  Lindamira, 
and  am  forry  that  I  cannot  wear  that  Chearfulnefs  which 
I  was  once  wont  to  do  ;  but  whether  it  proceeds  from 
th^  Number  of  my  paft  Miferies,  or  whether  it  be  the 

Foreboding 
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Foreboding  of  fome  new  and  dreadful  dne,  I  cannot 
tell ;  but  my  Heart  has  intirely  given  itfelf  up  a  Prey 
to  Grief. 

Mean  while  Terfander  difpatched  a  Courier  every 
Week,  to  inquire  how  Lindamira  did ;  Belijinda  wrote 
to  him  as  often  as  fhe  could  ;  and  when  any  thing  hin- 
dered her,  the  beauteous  Harriot,  who  greatly  efteemed 
him  for  what  he  had  done,  took  the  Tafk  upon  her, 
and  in  this  manner  they  fpent  five  Months  ;  at  the  End 
of  which  Terfa7ider  found  himfelf  able  to  get  on  Horfe- 
back  :  He  therefore  took  his  Leave  of  the  charitable 
Monks,  and  made  them  a  confiderable  Pr^fent,  particu- 
larly thanked  thofe  two  Avho  had  given  him  timely  Af- 
fiilance,  who  bleffed  him  ;  and  then  taking  one  of  the 
Couriers,  whom  he  had  often  fent  to  Boulogne  for  his 
Guide,  he  hafiened  thither  with  all  the  little  Speed  his  late 
Indifpofition  would  allow  of,  and  in  a  few  Days  reached 
the  Place. 

'Tis  impoffible  to  exprefs  his  Joy  at  the  Sight  of  one 
fo  dear  to  him  as  Lindamira  was,  and  whofe  imaginary 
Death  had  made  him  attempt  againft  his  own  Life.  Er-* 
mini  a  was  prefent  at  their  firft  Interview,  yet  did  not  en- 
tertain the  leaft  Sufpicion  of  his  loving  her,  fuch  a  per- 
fect Mafter  was  Terfander  of  his  Paffion,  that  not  one 
Look,  or  one  A6lion,  exceeded  the  Bounds  of  fincere 
difmterefted  Friendlliip. 

On  the  other  hand  Lindamira^  Joy,  at  feeing  him 
again  was  exceeding  great,  and  prefenting  him  to  the 
beauteous  Erminia,  Siller,  faid  fhe  (for  fo  they  called 
one  another)  this  is  the  generous  l^erfander,  to  whom  I 
am  fo  infinitely  obliged.  Erminia,  without  giving  him  ' 
Time  to  anfwer,  approached  him  in  the  mofc  obliging 
manner  imaginable  :  As  I  have  an  infinite  Value  for 
that  Lady,  faid  fhe,  and  every  thing  that  concerns  her, 
1  cannot  without  the  greateft  Pleafure,  fee  a  Gentleman, 
whofe  Friendfhip  and  Generofity  has  been  fo  very  fer- 
viceable  to  her.  The  beauteous  Ltndamiraj  interrupted 
Tufander,  (whofe  Modelly  would  not  fufFer  him  to  hear 
a  Difcourfe  of  this  Nature)  is  pleafed  to  extol  fome 
trifling  Services  which  I  have  done  her,  and  which  the 
Honour  of  ferving  her  has  fufhciently  over-paid. 


Here 
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Here  their  Converfation  was  interrupted  by  the  com- 
ing in  of  Harriet,  whom  Terfander  faluted  with  a  great 
deal  of  Refpeft,  and  thanked  for  the  Trouble  Ihe  had 
taken  in  writing  to  him,  and  the  Comfort  (he  had  there- 
by adminlilered  him,  during  the  Time  that  he  lay  ill 
of  his  Wounds ;  but  he  had  not  Time  for  faying  all  thac 
Gratitude  could  infpire,  for  Altamont  being  by  Belifinda 
acquainted  with  Terfanders  Arrival,  haitened  up  to  Lin^ 
damiras  Chamber,  and  entered  it  with  that  Air  of  Gal- 
lantry which  accompanied  every  A6lion  of  his  Life. 

This  Interview  had  fornething  very  extraordinary  in 
3t  y  for  this  heroic  Couple,  who  had  never  feen  one  ano- 
ther before,  conceived  as  much  EHeem  for  each  other, 
as  Sympathy  can  infpire  in  two  noble  Souls.  Their  mu- 
tual Surprize  made  them  both  continue  iilent  for  fome 
little  Time ;  at  length  they  broke  it,  to  exprefs  their 
W onder  and  Admiration,  and  they  protefled  to  each 
other  an  eternal  Friendfhip,  and  to  give  the  firft  Proofs 
of  it,  Altamont  obliged  the  other  to  accept  of  an  Apart- 
ment in  the  Cafde. 

We  may  eafily  imagine  Terfander  s  Joy,  to  fee  him- 
felf  lodged  beneath  the  fame  Roof  with  Lindamira,  v/heu' 
every  Pleafure  of  his  Life,  every  Hope  was  centered  in 
the  Satisfadion  of  feeing  and  converfmg  with  her,  nor 
was  there  any  thing  which  hindered  him  from  being 
compleatly  happy,  but  feeing  her  perpetually  uneafy. 
He  never  fought  an  Opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  her  in 
private,  far  from  it,  he  always  fnunned  fuch  a  one,  and 
io  diiintereiled  was  his  Love,  he  would  willingly  have 
ventured  his  Life  to  have  reilored  her  to  her  dear  Pal- 
miris. 

But  whilfl  he  thus  privately  fighed  for  Lindamira,  he 
iindeilgnedly  made  a  glorious  Conqueil  ;  for  the  ga/ 
Harriot,  v/ho  had  often  derided  the  Power  of  Love,  and 
immoved,  had  beheld  half  the  Nobles  France  fighing 
at  her  Feet,  could  not  with  the  fame  Infenfibility  be- 
hold Terfander.  As  foon  as  flie  perceived  her  grov/ing 
PalTion,  Ihe  ftruggled  with  it,  and  did  all  Ihe  could  to 
banifh  it  from  her  Heart,  but  in  vain  ;  Ter/anders  fu- 
perior  Merit  trium.phed  over  all  the  weak  Arguments  of 
Female  Pride  :  Nor  did  his  Words  and  Actions,  though 
wiiknowingly,  contribute  a  little  to  the  Feeding  of  this 

Flame. 
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Flame.  Harriot'' s  Letters  had  often,  during  his  Illnefs 
eafed  his  Pain,  'T erf  under  was  of  a  grateful  Temper,  and 
laid  hold  on  all  Occafions  to  exprefs  his  Gratitude. 
Lovers  are  too  apt  to  flatter  themfelves.  She  interpret- 
ed every  thing  he  faid  or  did  to  her  Advantage,  and  by 
this  Means  fhe  confirmed  her  Paffion'  yet  fo  carefully 
concealed  it,  that  had  not  cruel  Fortune  accidentally  be- 
trayed it,  'twould  Hill  have  been  a  Secret  to  the  World. 

Lindainira  finding  herfelf  a  little  better,  Altamont  did 
every  thing  he  could  to  divert  her,  Feafts,  Mufic,  and 
all  Kinds  of  fumptuous  Entertainments  were  frequently 
prepared  ;  but  this  was  far  from  producing  the  defired 
EfFed:  ;  Lindamira  wanted  Solitude,  nor  was  fhe  ever 
eafy,  but  when  fhe  could  freely  indulge  herfelf  in  think-> 
ing  on  her  dear  Palmiris  ;  fhe  therefore  defired  the  Go- 
vernor, that  for  change  of  Air  fhe  might  retire  to  his 
Country  Seat,  which  was  five  or  fix  Miles  out  of  the 
Town,  and  fituated  in  the  midil  of  a  Foreil;  hither 
Ertninia  and  her  Sifter,  with  Terfajtder,  accompanied 
her,  and  Altamont  vifited  them  as  often  as  his  Bufinefs 
would  permit  him. 

Such  a  rural  Situation  could  not  be  more  agreeable 
to  LiJidamira  than  it  was  to  Harriot^  there  were  very 
fine  Walks  in  the  Foreil,  and  which  fiie  frequented  more 
than  any  of  the  reil.  Early  as  the  Morning  dawned, 
for  her  Eyes  were  become  Strangers  to  Sleep,  fhe  rofe, 
and  followed  by  one  Maid  only,  fhe  would  go  and  lofe 
herfelf  in  the  thickeft  of  the  Foreft  ;  one  particular 
Place  file  moft  delighted  in,  which  Nature  had  embel- 
lifhed  more  than  Art  could  polTibly  have  done  ;  there 
the  interwoven  Branches  of  the  tailed  Trees  almofl  de- 
nied a  PaiTage  to  the  Rays  of  the  Sun  ;  beneath  a  cry- 
ftal  Spring  bubbled  up,  and  rolled  its  Silver  Waters 
through  a  natural  Channel,  on  a  fine  yellow  Sand  ; 
There  the  perpetual  Working  of  the  V/ater  formed  a 
Cavity,  and  fhewed  the  v/ondering  Eye  a  tranfparent 
Bafon  bordered  with  Mofs.  Here  Harriot  counterfeit- 
ing her  Hand,  left  it  fhould  be  known,  v^ould  wound 
the  Bark  to  carve  Terfa7ider\  Name,  and  fometimes 
mingling  her  Cypher  with  his,  would  crown  them  with 
a  Lover's  Knot. 

I  4  One 
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One  Morning  having  rofe  earlier  than  ufual,  fhc  fought 
this  Place,  and  amufed  herfelf  in  her  wonted  manner, 
fometimes  reflecting  on  I'erfunders  Merit,  fcmetimes 
carving  his  Name  on  the  Trees ;  when  on  a  fudden  Ihe 
was  interrupted  by  the  Sound  of  Feet  which  moved 
that  Way,  and  not  queflioning  but  that  fomebody  was 
making  up  towards  the  Fountain,  ihe  with  her  Maid 
retired  behind  the  Trees,  but  in  her  retiring  opened 
fuch  a  PafTage  that  fhe  could  eafily  fee  two  Men  com- 
ing thither.  He  who  by  his  noble  Mein,  and  the  De- 
ference paid  him  appeared  to  be  the  Mafter,  wore  black 
j^rmour.  and  round  the  Extremity  of  it  a  little  Ridge 
of  Gold  ;  on  his  Kead-piece  flreamed  a  large  Number 
of  Feathers,  partly  Flame-coloured,  partly  black  ;  on 
his  Shield  a  Lionefs  was  painted  tearing  a  Heart  to 
pieces^  with  this  Motto  : 

Hc<^v  cruelly  thou  tearejl  the  Heart  1  ga've  thee. 

Laying  himfelf  down  near  the  Fountain,'  the  Stranger 
unlaced  his  Helmet,  and  Harriot  was  furprized  at  the 
Sight  of  fo  noble  and  fo  beautiful  a  Face  ;  for  tho'  it 
was  pale,  yet  were  the  Features  bold,  jufl,  and  regular, 
and  one  might  have  fworn  that  the  Palenefs  was  occa- 
fioned  by  fome  corroding  Grief.  He  did  not  long  con- 
tinue filent,  but  looking  about  him,  then  turning  to- 
V/ards  the  other,  '  Are  you  very  fure,  faid  he,  that  you 

*  have  defcribed  the  Place  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he 

*  may  find  it  ?'  Tou  need  not  doubt  it  it.  Sir,  replied  the 
other,  he  told  me  he  kne^  it  ^ell,  and  recei'ved  the  Letter 
in  fuch  a  mavjier,  that  I  am  too  fully  perfuaded  he  nx)ill  not 
fail  the  Appointment , 

*  'Tis  well,  replied  the  former,  I  fhall  at  leaft  be  re- 

*  venged  on  him ;  but  tell  me  fincerely  what  thou  haft 

*  heard  of  my  faithlefs  Wretch.    I  am  told,  Sir,  replied 

*  he,  that  ihe  leads  a  very  melancholy  and  folitary  Life, 

*  and  that  fhe  is  feldom  ieen  in  public'  'Then  her  Con- 
fcience  does  upbraid  her  njjith  her  Crime,  replied  the 
Knight.  Jlas  I  if  her  Reafon  does  but  out4i^ve  her  Paf^ 
fen,  fhe  ^ill  fee  the  Heinoufnefs  of  her  Sin,  and  ne^verfor^ 
ginje  herfelf ;  and  yet,  to  my  Confufion  be  it  fpoken,  I  ftzll 
ionje  this  kicked  Woman.    Here  he  flopped  to  wipe  a- 

*  way 
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\vay  the  Tears,  which  fpite  of  what  he  could  do,  began 
to  flow,  and  then  refuming  his  Difcourfe,  '  Fool  that  I 
^  am,  cried  he,  to  love  one  who  has  thus  bafely  diiho- 

*  noured  me.' 

He  could  not  proceed,  being  interrupted  by  the  Ar- 
rival of  two  Men  ;  at  the  Approach  of  whom  he  ha- 
ftily  put  on  his  Head -piece.  Harriot  was  furpjized  to 
fee  that  the  foremoft  of  thefe  Men  was  T erfander,  and 
fo  great  was  her  Confufion,  that  fhe  had  not  the  Power 
to  Tpeak  or  move,  neither  was  there  much  Time  for  her 
to  confider  what  fhe  ought  to  do  ;  for  Terfattder  approach- 
ing the  other,  '  Whoever  you  are,  faid  he,  who  with  fo 

much  Animofity  purfue  my  Life,  I  come  to  convince 
'  you,  that  whenever  I  lhall  think  fit  to  defend  it,  it 

*  fhall  be  no  fuch  eafy  Matter  to  deprive  me  of  it.' 
At  this  the  Stranger  looking  fcornfully  on  him,  // 

not^  Traytor,  cried  he,  be  in  thy  Po'wer  to  defend  it,  Ju^ 
ftice  and  Honour  fight  my  Caiife  ;  if  your  Courage  he  equal 
t9  your  Infolence^  folloiv  me,  and  you  Jhall  kno^  njoho  it  is 
you  ha^e  injured.  He  faid,  and  hallening  to  the  Place 
where  his  Horfe  was  tied,  he  mounted,  and  gallopped 
into  a  neighbouring  Vale,  ^erfander  did  the  fame,  and 
without  Lofs  of  Time,  each  took  a  Lance  from  his 
Squire,  and  poifmg  them  well,  they  were  in  the  very 
firft  Courfe  fhivered  to  pieces ;  upon  which  they  drew 
their  Swords,  and  a  dreadful  Combat  foon  enfued  ; 
for  on  the  one  hand.  Honour  and  Jealoufy  excited 
Palmirisy  the  unhappy  deceived  Palmiris  !  whilH  on  the 
other,  ^erfander  was  enraged  to  fee  a  Stranger,  one 
whom  he  was  afTured  he  had  never  injured,  purfue  his 
Life  fo  eagerly. 

I  here  want  Colours  to  paint  Harriot  during  this  fatal 
Combat,  and  the  Struggles  of  Love  and  Honour  within 
her ;  the  latter  bid  her  ftill  conceal  herfelf,  for  what 
befides  Love  could  have  brought  her  thus  early  to  that 
folitary  Place,  and  fhould  fhe  now  endeavour  to  part 
them,  in  her  Hurry  and  Diftraclion  fome  Fondnefs 
might  betray  her  Heart :  However,  Love  foon  prevail- 
ed, and  all  thefe  Confiderations  were  at  once  forgot. 
Swiftly  fhe  ran  to  the  Place  where  our  two  Combat- 
ants with  equal  Strength  and  equal  Coujage  were  with 
redoubled  Blows  feeking  each  other's  Life  j  fhe  was 

I  5  refolvcd 
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refolved  to  fling  herfelf  betwixt  them,  and  to  lliare  tlie 
Danger  with  her  dear  T erfander  ;  but,  alas  !  the  Re- 
folution  was  formed  too  late,  and  the  very  Moment  llie 
reached  the  Field  of  Battle,  our  two  valiant  Knights 
gave  each  ether  a  mortal  Wound,  and  both  fell  from 
their  Horfes. 

Harriot  immediately  ran,  and  catching  Terfander  in 
her  Arms,  fhe  pulled  off  his  Head-piece ;  but,  alas ! 
fhe  could  find  no  Life  in  him,  his  Blood  flowed  fwiftly 
from  his  Wound,  but  his  Eyes  were  clofed.  Unable  to 
"Utter  a  Word,  fhe  wafhed  his  Wounds,  and  fprinkled 
his  Face  with  her  Tears,  and  this  joined  to  the  Frefh- 
nefs  of  the  Air,  made  him  come  to  himfelf  again.  The 
£rfl  Obje6l  he  beheld,  when  he  opened  his  Eyes,  was 
the  beauteous  Harriot  drowned  in  Tears,  upon  v/hich, 
iixing  his  dying  Looks  upon  her,  he  fpoke  to  her,  tho' 
with  a  very  faultring  Voice,   '  I  die,  charm.ing  Harrioty 

*  but  die  tranfported  at  your  Generofity.  How  glori- 
^  ous,  how  worthy  of  Envy  is  Death  made  by  thofe 

*  precious  Tears  ! '  Do  not,  Terfander,  replied  Harriot, 
attribute  my  Grief  to  my  Generofity,  ^hilji  it  -proceeds  from 
quite  another  Source  :  Alas  !  I  ra've,  but  you  are  dyifigy 
^znd  muft  72ot  die  ignorant  of  my  PaJJion. 

She  had  not  time  to  proceed,  or  Terfander  to  anfwer ; 
for  Palmiris\  Squire  finding  that  his  M after  had  fome 
Life  in  him,  and  fearing  that  he  might  perifh  for  want 
of  timely  AfFiflance,  ran  up  and  dovv'n  the  Foreil  calling 
for  Help,  when  accidentally  he  mtt  Jltamont,  followed 
by  his  Servants,  who  was  coming  to  pay  Lindamira  and 
her  Siflers  a  Vifit ;  at  fight  of  him,  he  threw  himfelf 
at  his  Feet,  '  For  Heaven's  Sake,  Sir,  faid  he,  if  gene- 

*  rous  Pity  can  move  your  Soul,  fhew  it  now,  and  haile 

*  to  fave  the  Life  of  the  illuilrious  Falmiris,"*    fhe  illu- 
Jprious  Palmiris,  cried  Altamont,  furprized  and  fhocked 
at  the  Name,  What  Palmiris  is  that,  fiire  not  the  Huf 
^^2:;/^  (j/' Lindamira  !    *  'Tis  the  fame,  replied  the  Squire^ 

*  and  that  unhappy  Marriage  is  the  Source  of  his  pre- 

*  fent  Misfortunes/ 

Grieved  at  what  he  heard,  Altamont  immediately  dif- 
patched  fome  Servants  to  the  next  Town  for  a  Surgeon 
and  Litter,  that  they  might  carry  Palmiris  to  his  Houle, 
and  then  ordertd  the  S^juire  to  condud  him  to  the  Place 

where 
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where  Palmiris  was  ;  but  Gods  !  who  can  defcribe  his 
Grief  and  Surprize,  when  coming  there,  he  faw  his 
dear  Brother,  for  fo  he  called  Terfa?idery  dying  in  his 
Sifter's  Arms.  This  Sight  foon  made  him  forget  on 
what  Occaiion  he  came  thither,  and  not  once  thinking 
on  Palmiris,  he  ran  and  flung  his  Arms  round  his  Bro- 
ther's Neck,  but  fo  lively  was  his  Sorrow,  that  it  choak- 
ed  the  PalTage  of  his  Words. 

Terfandcr  broke  Silence   firft,   ^  My  dear  Alta7nonf, 

*  fciid  he,  Death  is  about  to  part  us,  that  grim  Tyrant 

*  of  Nature  will  no  longer  let  me  enjoy  your  Company, 

*  but  fpight  of  his  Efforts  ftill  let  me  live  in  my  dear 

*  Brother's  Heart.  Oh  !  Jltamont,  let  the  Remembrance 

*  of  me  be  lafcing  as  your  Life.'  Honv  dear,  honjj  pre- 
cious, ho^v  painful  njoill  that  Remembrance  be,  replied  Al- 
tamont,  atid  ^ho  could  ha^ue  thought  that  the  long-^ijhed- 
for  Return  of  Palmiris  njjould  ha^e  proved  fo  fatal  to  usy 
^  Of  Palmiris  !  cried  Terfander.'*  Are  you  then  ignorant^ 
£i7fwered  Altamont,  that  ^tivas  ^vifh  Palmiris  j'{?z^  fought. 
'  Immortal  Gods  I  Terfander,  as  loud  as  his  prefenf 

*  Condition  njjould  permit  him,  Are  you  Juft,  and  could 

*  you  fufFer  the  unfortunateT^r/2z«^^r  to  draw  his  Sword 
<  again  ft  Lindamira's  Hufband.    Oh  !  wretched  T erf  an- 

*  der  I  you  will  die  hated  by  Lindamira,  and  thy  Memo- 

*  ry  will  for  ever  be  odious  to  her.' 

Here  his  Weaknefs  difordered  his  proceeding  ;  but 
having  recovered  Strength  enough  to  fpeak  again,  '  My 

*  dear  Brother,  faid  he,  taUng  Altamont  by  the  Hand, 

*  by  our  paft  Friendfhip,  I  conjure  you  fly  to  the  Af- 

*  fiftance  of  Palmiris,  unlefs  you  would  fee  Terfander  die 

*  in  defpair.'  Altamont,  to  pleafe  him,  went  towards 
Palmiris,  having  firft  given  Terfander  a  Table  book, 
which  he  afked  for,  and  on  which,  with  a  great  deal 
of  Pain  and  Difficulty,  he  wrote  the  following  Words  : 

^he  dying  Terfander  to  the  virtuous  Lindamlra^^ 

*  T  Die,  Madam,  and  die  the  moft  unhappy,  the  moft 

*  X  innocent  of  Men  ;  I  have  flied  that  Blood  which 

*  was  dear  to  you,  nor  can  I  pretend  to  juftify  myfelf, 

*  by  faying  that  I  did  not  know  Palmiris,  for  I  ought 

*  to  have  known. him.    Accurfed  Hand!  thus  to  de* 

16  ,      "  prive 
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*  prive  you  of  your  dear  Hufband ;  how  wretclied  am  I 

*  to  be  the  Caule  of  fo  much  Grief  in  you  !  Alas  !  did 

*  not  my  Wounds,  yet  would  my  Sorrows,  foon  put  an 
^  End  to  my  Life  ;  —My  Strength  fails  me,  and 

*  I  cannot  tell  you  all  that  I  intended  ;  but  yet,  divine 

*  Lindamira^  even  you  yourfelf  muft  own,  that  fo  much 
^  Love,  fo  much  Refpedl,  deferved  a  better  Fate.  Par- 

*  don  me,  Madam,  if  fenfible  of  my  prefent  Condition, 

*  I  prefume  to  reveal  my  Paffion.    Had  I  lived,  you 

*  never  fhould  have  known  how  dear  you  was  to  me, 

*  and  I  now  talk  of  it  at  a  Time  when  I  can  hope  no- 

*  thing,  not  even  that  you  fhould  bellow  a  Sigh  upon 
^  my  unhappy  Deftiny.    I  am  too  well  acquainted  with 

*  your  Virtue  to  flatter  myfelf  with  a  Thought  of  this 

*  Nature  ;  my  only  Comfort,  after  what  I  have  done, 

*  is,  that  I  am  dying.    Adieu,  divine  Lindamira,  Alas  I 

*  if  it  be  polTible,  do  not  hate  the  Memory  of  the  un- 

^^'^m  7ERS  ANDERS 

As  foon  as  he  had  done  writing,  he  gave  the  Table- 
t30ok  to  the  afflided  Harriot^  who,  with  her  Maid,  was 
endeavouring  to  flop  the  Blood  which  flowed  very  fall, 
:and  he  defired  her  to  deliver  it  to  Lindamira.  Scarce 
iiad  he  cone  fpeaking  when  the  Surgeons  arrived,  and 
examining  his  Wounds,  they  told  him  that  he  had  not 
an  Hour  to  live,  nor  muft  they  pretend  to  remove  him- 
from  the  Place  where  he  lay,  for  if  they  did,  he  inevit- 
ably would  die  that  very  Moment,  ^erfander  heard  his 
Sentence  with  a  great  deal  of  Courage,  and  defired  that 
isl  holy  Father  might  be  fent  for,  in  whofe  Arms  he 
jhortly  after  breathed  his  laft. 

Mean  while  Altamonty  who  had  drawn  near  Palmins^ 
found  him  in  a  Condition  which  very  much  furprized 
liim  ;  his  half-opened  Eyes  were  iixed  upon  no  Objedlj^ 
but  wandered  up  and  down,  as  looking  for  fomething 
wvhich  was  not  before  him.  Difdain  fat  plainly  con- 
feiTed  in  his  Face,  but  that  Difdain  did  not  feem  dired- 
ed  to  any  one  prefent,  and  it  plainly  appeared  that  his 
Imagination  was  hard  at  work.  Altamont  upon  this 
took  him  by  the  Hand,  and  called  him  by  his  Name, 
but  he  returned  no  Anfwer^  nor  did  he  ftem  fenfible  of 

an/ 
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any  one's  being  prefent  before  him.  Altamont  feeing 
this,  would  have  left  him,  and  returned  to  his  dear  T^er^ 
fander,  but  that  Satisfaction  was  denied  him  ;  he  was 
told  that  his  Brother  had  but  a  few  Moments  more  to 
live,  and  thofe  were  juftly  due  to  Heaven. 

I  will  not  undertake  to  defcribe  the  Grief,  either  of 
the  Governor,  or  of  his  beauteous  Sifter,  when  by  their 
Retinue  they  were  in  a  manner  forced  out  of  the  Foreft, 
and  led  towards  their  Seat.  The  Horror  which  plainly 
fat  confefTed  in  their  Faces,  alarmed  the  Servants,  and 
fome  of  them  ran  up  to  Erminia^  Chamber,  where  Lin- 
damira  alfo  was,  and  told  them  they  feared  fome  dread- 
ful Accident  had  happened  \  for  Altatnont  and  Harriot 
were  like  People  in  defpair  ;  frightened  at  this  News, 
they  both  ran  to  her  Chamber,  and  found  her  on  her 
Bed  and  Altamont  near  her.  Harriot  had  no  fooner  fix- 
ed his  Eyes  upon  the  virtuous  Matron,  but  fhe  cried 
out,  Lindamira  !  unhappy  Lindamira  !  ^jhat  nvill  become 
of  you ;  as  Ihe  faid  this,  fhe  gave  her  the  Table-book, 
in  which  ^ei-fander  had  writ  his  Letter. 

Thunder-ftruck  at  thefe  Words,  Lindamira  had  fcarce  , 
Power  to  reach  out  her  Hand  to  take  the  Letter ;  at 
length  j(he  did,  and  with  much  ado  opened  and  read  it ; 
but,  Gods !  who  can  defcribe  her  in  the  midll:  of  her 
Sorrow,  Confufion,  and  Defpair  >-  It  was  too  ftrong  for 
Nature  to  fupport,  and  fhe  fell  down  on  Harriott  Bed, 
deprived  of  Senfe  and  Knowledge.  For  full  two  Hours 
Space  was  every  Art,  every  Remedy  that  could  be 
thought  of  to  bring  her  to  herfelf  employed  in  vain. 
Cruel  Art  f  killing  Remedies !  for  Death  was  now  to 
be  preferred  far  beyond  Life,  and  to  reftore  her  to  Life 
was  only  to  prolong  thofe  Miferies  which  Death  alone 
could  cure. 

Whilft  fhe  lay  in  this  Condition,  the  Surgeons  dref- 
fed  Palmif'ish  V/ounds  ;  but  as  they  declared  they  knew 
not  what  to  think  of  them  till  they  took  off  the  firft 
Apparel,  they  ordered  him  to  be  brought  to  Altamont^ ^ 
Houfe,  and  Erminia  (though  beyond  all  Meafure  afflidl- 
ed  at  the  Death  of  the  generous  Terfander^  and  to  fee 
three  Perfons  thus  dear  to  her,  overwhelmed  with  Sor- 
rows) yet  being  informed  that  he  was  brought  in,  v/ent 
immediately  to  fee  Lindamira  %  Hulband.    Fi-'iing  her 
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Eyes  upon  liirn,  fhe  drew  towards  his  Bed-fide  with 
that  majeftic  Air,  which  at  once  commanded  Love  and 
Refpedl,  '  Alas,  Sir,  faid  Ihe,  on  what  flight  Quarrel 

*  have  you  expofed  a  Life  fo  dear,  fo  precious  to  the 

*  beauteous  Lindamira,  for  I  cannot  believe  that  your 

*  Encounter  was  premeditated,  or  that  you  knowingly 

*  attacked  the  brave,  the  generous  Terfander,  your  Pro- 

*  te£lor  and  Defender,  ond  one  to  whom  you  are  fo 

*  infinitely  obliged/  Sure  you  kno"M  me  not,  replied  V?!- 
jniris,  if  you  did  you  ^oiild  not  talk  thus  to  me»  Is  my  Life 
dear  to  one  ivho  has  hafdy  forfaken  me  ?  Or,  am  I  obliged 
to  the  Ma?2  ujho  has  robbed  me  of  my  Honour  F  Believe  me. 
Madam,  I  kno^oj  my  Misfortuues  too  <well  to  be  perfuaded 
out  of  them, 

*  You  are  miftaken,  Palmiris,  a?ipvjered  Erminia,  caf- 

*  ing  an  Eye  of  Pity  on  him,  you  do  not  know  them 

*  yet,  your  Misfortunes  are  much  greater  than  you  ima- 

*  gine,  look  on  yourfelf  as  unjuft  and  ungrateful,  re- 

*  fle6t  on  every  Crime  thofe  two  Vices  can  have  made 

*  you  commit,  and  even  then  you  will  have  but  a  faint 

*  Idea  of  them.'  Once  more.  Madam,  replied  Falmiris, 
I  am  hut  too  fenfible  of  7;iy  Miferies  and  Difgrace,  and  tho* 
at  fuch  a  Diftance,  I  hwve  h^d  a  faithful  Account  of  all 
that  paffed ;  I  k7io^  ^hat  Loofe  Jhe  ganje  to  her  blind  foolzjh 
Fajfton^  and  her  Amours  a?id  Flight  nvith  Terfander  are 
become  the  T alk  of  a  nx)hole  Kingdom. 

^  Infatuated  unhappy  Man  !  cried  Erminia,  interrupt' 

*  ing  him,  and  have  you  then  foully  fufpe£led  the  mofl 

*  generous  of  Men,  and  moll  virtuous  of  Women  ?  I 

*  can  no  longer  leave  you  in  this  Error,  and  though  you 

*  are  not  in  a  Condition  to  hear  a  long  Narration,  yet 

*  is  it  of  fuch  Importance  that  you  {hould  be  convinced 

*  of  your  Blindnefs,  that  I  lhall  wave  all  other  Confi- 

*  derations,  and  let  you  know  what  you  are  ftill  igno- 

*  rant  of.'  She  then  related  all  that  had  happened  to 
Lindamira  fince  his  leaving  Eng  7id. 

Ermi?iia  was  fpeaking,  Pabniris  never  inter- 
rupted her,  but  with  deep-fetched  Sighs,  and  as  foon, 
as  (he  had  iinilhed,  '  Good  Gods,  cried  he  as  loud  as  his 

*  remaining  Stre?2gth  njjould  permit  him,  what  have 

*  I  done  to  merit  this  dreadful  Punilhment !  Alas,  how 

*  juilly  did  you  fay  that  I  v/as  ftill  a  Stranger  to  my 

'  Misfor- 
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^  Misfortunes.     I  thought  myfelf  innocent  and  ju.(l:» 

*  and  I  prove  the  moil  guilty  of  Mankind  ;  I  have  fuf~ 

*  pe6led  even  Virtue  itfeif,  and  deflroyed  a  Life  in  the 

*  Defence  of  v/hich  had  I  had  a  Thoufand^  I  ought  to^ 

*  have  facriliced  them  all.    Alas  !  Madam,  hov/  jQiall  I 

*  fee  my  Lifidawira  again  !  how  will  (lie  bear  the  Sight 

*  of  fuch  an  ungrateful  Wretch  !    Ch  1^ erf  under  !  gene- 

*  rous  T erfander  !  how  have  you  been  rewarded  for  pre- 
'*  ferving  the  Honour  of  Pahniris !  My  Death,  Madam, 

*  will  foon  make  fome  little  Atonement  for  my  Crime  f 

*  but  ere  I  breathe  my  laft,  let  me  once  more  fee  Linda- 

*  mira  \  do  not  deny  me  this  Favour  ^  though  my  Crimes 

*  are  great,  yet  are  they  not  wholly  my  own  ;  too  much 

*  Credulity  has  occaf  oned  them  all.     Curfed  Circe  I 

*  thou  Author  of  all  this  Mifchief,  thou  Horror  of  thy 

*  Sex,  how  wilt  thou  ever  again  dare  lift  up  thy  Eyes 

*  toward  Heaven.** 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the  Arrival  of  Linda^nira, 
who,  as  foon  as  fhe  recovered  out  of  the  Swoon,  had, 
by  Belijmda,  been  informed  that  her  Pahniris  was  not 
dead,  nor  his  Life  yet  defpaired  of,  but  that  being  dref- 
fed  by  the  Surgeons,  he  had  been  brought  into  the 
Houfe,  upon  which  fhe  haftily  flew  to  his  Chamber. 
Never  was  there  a  more  moving  Scene  than  this  Meet- 
ing ;  they  threw  their  Arms  about  each  other's  Necks, 
unable  to  utter  any  thing  more  than  my  Palmiris  !  and 
my  Lindamira  !  in  this  manner  they  continued  fome  con- 
fiderable  time,   till  at  length  Palmiris  broke  Silence  : 

*  Lindamira,  my  dear  Lindamira,  faid  he,  after  my  un- 

*  juft  Sufpicions,  and  the  fatal  ElFeds  of  them,  I  mull 

*  not  think  of  Life.    Your  prefent  Goodnefs  does  but 

*  make  my  Guilt  the  greater,  and  add  to  my  Misfor- 

*  tunes ;  we  mull  take  from  before  your  Eyes  a  Man 

*  who  yet  makes  you  prove  ungrateful  to  the  Memory 

*  of  your  brave  Defender,  to  v/hom  you  are  too  much 

*  obliged  to  think  of  living  with  your  Murderer ;  my 

*  Hands  im»brued  in  his  Blood,  fliall  never  be  folded 

*  about  your  lovely  Neck,  and  in  me  you  would  al- 

*  ways  behold  the  Objedl  of  your  Love  and  Grief.' 
Alas,  my  dear  Hujhand,  interrupted  Lindamira,  hanijh 

thofe  cruel  Thoughts,  and  li^e  ;  /  ha^ve  already  forgot  your 
Crimey  and  my  Love  forgives  all  that  you  have  thought 

or 
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or  done.  Should  you  any  longer  ferjlfi  in  the  Re/olutlon  of 
dying,  I  Jhall  helie've  that  your  once  boajied  PaJ/ion  is  at 
an  End,  or  that  you  are  not  cured  of  your  unjuji  Sufpici- 
ons  ;  or  if  this  ^vill  not  ^eigh  njjith  you,  remember  that 
the  Threads  of  our  Life  are  fo  inter^TVo^en,  that  there  rs 
no  cutting  the  one  <without  the  other,  and  that  one  Tate  at^ 
tends  us  both,  Alas  I  -xvhat  need  I  talk  of  Fate  and  Death  ; 
let  us  li<ve,  and  li've  happily,  e^en  the  Ghoji  of  the  generous 
Terfander,  if  he  can  behold  our  Anions,  ^ill  be  nvell 
pleafed  that  ^tve  fiould  li^oe  to  retain  a  grateful  Senfe  of 
all  his  KindneJJes,  for  1  belienje  you  jufi  enough  to  defre 
that  the  Ser 'vices  of  this  bra^ve  Man  Jhottld  fill  be  frefb  in 
?ny  Memory,  If  you  yet  doubt  any  thing  of  nx)hat  has  been 
[aid  to  you,  fee  <what  i^vith  his  dyifig  Hand  he  has  ^uurote, 
As  fhe  faid,  fhe  gave  him  the  Letter  ;  which  Palmiris 
could  not  read  without  ihedding  a  Flood  of  Tears.- 

The  Surgeons  hearing  that  Lindamira  was  the  Wife  of 
Tahniris,  that  they  had  fome  time  been  abfent  from 
each  Other,  and  that  fhe  was  now  in  the  Room  with 
him,  hadened  thither,  and  found  his  Mind  in  a  ftrange 
Agitation  ;  they  told  him,  that  if  fhe  had  any  Value  for 
her  Hufband,  fhe  ought  to  hinder  him  from  fpeaking  as 
much  as  pofTibly  fhe  could,  for  long  Converfations  were 
certain  Death  to  him.  Upon  this  Erminia  thought  fit 
to  leave  them,  and  haftening  to  her  Sifler's  Apartment, 
where  fhe  had  left  her  Brother  too,  fhe  told  them  all 
that  haa  pafTed  between  Palmiris  and  Lindamira. 

Alta77iont  unmoved,  heard  her  Tale,  or  rather  did  not 
hear  it  at  all  ;  he  was  wholly  taken  up  with  Reflexions 
on  his  dear  Brother's  Death.  Not  fo  with  the  beauteous 
Harriot^  who  ftarting  from  her  Bed  in  the  mofl  violent 
PafTion  \  Lindamira,  ungrateful  Lindamira,  cried fhe,  and 
catfi  thou  carefs  the  Murderer  of  that  bra^ve  Man  ivho  fa* 
crifced  his  Life  and  Fortune  to  thee  P  one  nx>ho  fo  tenderly ^ 
fo  fmcerely  lo<ved  thee  ?  Oh  Terfimder  !  unhappy  Terfan- 
der !  on  n^jhom  ho.djl  thou  beftonx^ed  thy  Heart  ?  on  one  n.vho 
nfks  Leanje  of  thy  inortal  Foe  to  remember  thee.  No,  for^ 
get  him^in  cojnplatfance  to  thy  Hufhand ;  unjuf  Lindami- 
ra, forget  him,  flill  fhall  he  li^oe,  fill  f?all  his  Memory 
fmirifh'  in-my  Heart,  the?!  fhall  he  be  diflurbed  by  no  Idea 
of  his  bafe  Murderer  ivhom  I  abhor  and  deteji^ 

She 
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She  faid  feveral  other  Things  to  the  fame  Purpofe, 
and  having  vented  her  Paffion,  and  growing  a  little 
more  cool,  fhe  defired  that  her  Brother  v/ould  give  her 
Leave  for  a  little  while  to  retire  into  a  Convent  amongfl 
fome  pious  Maids,  who  devote  their  whole  Time  to  the 
Service  of  Heaven.  Jltamont  and  Erminia  did  all  they 
pofiibly  could  to  divert  her  from  this  Refolution,  but  in 
vain  ;  and  ihe  was  fully  determined  not  to  fleep  beneath 
the  fame  Roof  with  the  Murderer  of  ^ erfander.  When 
they  found  all  their  Arguments  and  Perfuafions  fruitlefs, 
Erjuinia  would  have  accompanied  her  thither,  but  Har- 
riot refufed  the  Offer,  and  conjured  her  to  ftay  with 
their  dear  Brother.  Followed  therefore  by  the  faithful 
7arqui?iia  only,  fhe  haftened  to  tlie  Convent,  there  her 
firft  Care  was  to  raife  a  Monument  to  the  Memory  of 
the  brave  T erfander^  for  which  Ihe  compofed  an  Epitaph 
herfelf ;  and  every  Morning,  for  there  fhe  fpent.the  Re- 
mainder of  her  Days,  her  iiril:  Tafk  was  to  go  and  wafh 
this  Monument  with  her  Tears. 

But  to  return  to  Lindamira^  whom  we  left  betwixt 
Hope  and  Fear,  and  who  impatiently  waited  for  the 
Time  when  the  Surgeons  would  take  off  the  Apparel, 
that  fhe  might  know  fomething  more  certain  of  her  Fate; 
for  ftill  her  Hopes  prevailed.    Alas  !  how  vainly  do  we 
believe  what  we  ardently  wifh  ?    At  length,  the  Time 
came,  and  upon  fearching  his  Wounds,  the  Surgeons 
pronounced  them  mortal  ;   adding,  that  they  did  not 
believe  he  had  three  Hours  more  to  live.   Pahniris  with 
undaunted  Courage  heard  his  Sentence,  but  not  fo  the 
virtuous  Linda7?iira,  whofe  Defpair  it  was  impoffible  to 
exprefs.    His  whole  Care  was  to  comfort  her;  to  this 
End  he  reprefented  how  odious  Life  would  be  to  him, 
and  how  jull  his  Death  and  the  Decrees  of  Heaven 
were  ;  but  finding  that  this  would  avail  nothing  with 
her,  he  called  for  his  Son,   and  tenderly  embracing- 
him,  he  conjured  her,  if  no  other  Confideration  would 
weigh  with  her,  at  leafl  for  the  dear  Infant's  Sake,  to 
fpare  her  Life,  that  fhe  might  fee  him  virtuoufly  edu- 
cated, and  early  taught  to  banifh  foolifh  Credulity  from 
his  Heart,  that  he  might  fhun  his  Father's  Crimes  and 
Misfortunes. 

Here 
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Here  LlvJamira  flruggled  fome  time  before  fhe  could 
fpeak ;  at  length  her  Words  finding  a  Pafiage,  *  You 

*  die,  faid  /he,  and  yet  you  would  have  me  live  ;  alas ! 

*  did  you  love  me  with  half  the  Sincerity  and  Fondnefs  I 

*  love  you,  you  would  know  what  an  Impollibility  you 

*  require ;  our  Lives  are  infeparable,  and  in  Death  we 

*  lhall  again  be  united.    Heaven,  who  is  all  merciful, 

*  will  not  let  me  furvive  you,  and  by  that  Means  plunge 

*  me  into  new  and  far  greater  Miferies  than  I  have  hi- 

*  therto  experienced,  and  the  fame  all-gracious  Heaven 

*  will  be  a  Father  to  our  innocent  Babe. 

Here  Grief  again  Hopped  her  Voice>  and  fo  lively 
were  her  Sorrov^/s,  that  they  deprived  her  of  Knov/ledge, 
and  fhe  fwooned  away  upon  his  Bed.  'Palmiris^  w^hofe 
Strength  decayed  apace,  was  unable  to  bear  this  vio- 
lent Shock,  but  with  a  Groan  breathed  his  lafl  %  and, 
as  if  their  two  Bodies  had  been  but  informed  by  on^t 
Soul,  Ihe  that  Moment  expired  in  lus  Arms* 
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A  Letter  to  a  Gentleman  at  Edmburgb, 
concerning  the  bujy  and  ajjiiming  Spirit 
cf  the  Ecclefajiics^  and  their  extravagant 
Demands  upon  the  Laity. 

By  Thomas  Gordon,  Efii 

Anno  1725. 

S     I  Ry 

YO  U  dexire  to  know  fomething  of  the  prefent  Spi- 
rit and  Conduct  of  our  Clergy  ;  a  Curiofity  to 
which  you  are  prompted  by  the  Behaviour  of 
your  own,  who,  you  fay,  are  fo  zealous  for  the  W elfare 
of  your  Souls,  as  to  concern  thei  .xclves  in  all  your  Af- 
fairs, even  in  fuch  as  relate  only  to  your  Perfons,  Fami- 
lies, and  Diverlxons.  That,  in  former  Times,  the  holy 
Men,  their  PredeceiTors,  were  wont  to  mix  their  reverend 
Spite  and  Impertinence  with  their  ghoftly  Care,  to  con- 
found Spirituals  with  Temporals,  and  to  didlate  in  all 
Things,  is  what  I  have  heard ;  but  was  in  Hopes,  that 
a  freer  Spirit,  with  an  Increafe  of  Liberty  and  Senfe, 
had  put  an  End  to  fuch  Ecclefiailical  Intrufion,  and 
taught  the  prefent  Set,  that  as  their  Miniftry  is  known 
to  be  bounded  by  the  feible,  and  the  Civil  ConHitution, 
they  ought  to  keep  thenifelves  warily  within  the  Limits- 
of  their  Miniilry  ;  that  if  they  break  the  Bounds  within 
which  they  are  placed,  and  ufurp  a  Jurifdidlion  v/hich 
they  have  not  Force  to  maintain,  People  will  fcorn  their 
Fairy  Dominion,  and  they  v/ill  lofe  their  Credit  by  grafp- 
ing  at  Pov/er.  The  Authority  of  Nurfes  and  Peda- 
gogues is  confined  to  Infants  and  Pupils  ;  it  is  ftinted  in 
Time,  as  well  as  in  Meafure,  and  ends  where  Childhood 
ends,  and  where  the  Years  of  Difcretion  begin.  Should 
an  old  Woman  take  upon  her  to  dired  my  Youth,  becaufe 
fhe  fed  and  v/hipped  me  when  I  was  a  Babe,  or  fhould 
my  Tutor,  who  taught  me  to  decline  Verbs,  or  to  chat- 
ter Logic,  when  I  was  a  Boy,  feek  with  his  pedantic 
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Talents  to  controul  me,  when  a  Man,  I  fhould  be  apt  to 
think  the  Nurfe  and  the  Tutor,  though  perhaps  alike 
wife,  yet  alike  uniit  for  Mailerfhip  and  Government, 

The  Province  of  our  fpiritual  Nurfes  is  retrained  to 
Offices  purely  fpiritual.  In  the  Condudl  of  domeftic  and 
civil  Life,  in  the  Rules  of  good  Senfe  and  Buf.nefs,  or 
even  in  thofe  of  juil  Thinking  and  Reafoning,  they  are, 
generally,  of  all  Men,  the  moil  unfit  to  dired  or  advife. 
Befides  their  eminent  Inexperience,  befides  the  Narrow- 
nefs  of  their  Spirit,  and  that  their  Judgment  is  as  defed- 
ive  and  aukvvard,  as  is  their  Addrefs  and  Behaviour, 
they  generally  meddle  with  the  Affairs  of  other  Men  from 
Motives  intirely  defpicable  and  felfifh,  from  Pride  and 
Peeviihnefs,  from  Refentment  or  Revenge,  or  for  fome 
paltry  Advantage,  for  a  Fondnefs  of  being  courted  or 
feared,  of  being  thought  wife  and  important^  or  from 
fome  other  Confideration  unworthy  of  a  Man  of  Senfe, 
or  Honour,  or  Spirit. 

It  to  no  Furpofe  to  fay,  that  they  only  aim  at  cor- 
reding  Vice  and  ill  Principles.  For  they  often  createVice, 
and  find  it  where  it  is  not,  in  harmlefs  Mirth  and  Amufe- 
ment,  and  in  Recreations  where  not  only  all  Decency  and 
regular  Behaviour  is  obferved,  but  where  Vice  and  Imper- 
tinence are  ridiculed  and  lafhed,  and  where  LelTons  of  Mo- 
rality and  Honour  are  recommended  and  inforced.  And  for 
ill  Principles,  what  they  call  fo,  are  often  no  other  than 
harmlefs  Speculations  and  Inquiries  after  Truth,  or  the 
Refult  of  fuch  Inquiries;  often  the  moll  noble  and  bene- 
ficent Notions,  fuch  as  reprefent  the  Deity  uniform,  dif- 
pafTionate,  and  impartial,  abhorring  human  Cruelties, 
forgiving  human  V/eakneffes  and  Miilakes,  pleafed  with 
a  fmcere  Heart,  nor  expeding  more  from  his  Creatures 
than  he  has  given  them,  and  difengaged  from  all  little 
Prejudices  in  favour  of  Seels  and  Parties. 

This  creating  and  multiplying  of  Sins,  and  finding 
TranfgrefTions  where  the  Bible  finds  none,  has  what  the 
World  calls  Policy  in  it ;  becaufe  the  more  Sin  abounds, 
the  more  neceffary  ghoilly  Men  are  thought  ;  and  this 
Policy  they  have  improved  fo  notably,  where  they  have 
been  encouraged,  or  even  fuffered,  that  they  have  turned 
aln:oj-l  every  thing  into  Sin,  except  v^diat  is  the  moil 
wretched  and  unmanly  of  ail  Sins,  that  of  adoring  and 
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obeying  Priefts.  But  this  Policy  is  attended  with  one 
flagrant  Inconvenience  :  Every  Man  of  Difcernment  will 
be  apt  to  afk,  If  Iniquities  are  thus  increafed,  and  Men 
grow  daily  worfe,  in  fpite  of  fuch  numerous  Monitors, 
in  fpite  of  their  holy  Counfels,  their  pious  Examples ^ 
their  awful  and  repeated  Denunciations  ;  then  what 
avails  an  expenfive  Army  of  Prieils,  who  own  themfelv^es 
daily  conquered,  and  utterly  unequal  to  the  adverfe  Holl  ? 
This  looks  like  a  Confeffion,  that  either  Sataii  fears  them 
not,  or  that  they  do  not  all  that  might  be  done  againft 
Satan, 

In  Popilh  Countries  there  are  feveral  Tranfadlions, 
which  appear  like  palpable  Juggles  between  the  Devil 
and  the  f  riars,  particularly  in  the  Bufmefs  of  Exorcifm, 
and  calling  out  evil  Spirits  :  The  Devil  in  PofTeffion  of- 
ten holds  out  a  long  and  in;  eterate  Siege,  and  when  he 
is  at  lail  eje6lcd,  be  is  free  to  enter  into  the  fame  Perfoii 
again,  or  into  fomebody  elfe.  If  they  have  indeed  Power 
over  the  Devil,  why  do  they  not  caft  him  quite  out 
of  the  World,  at  leaft  out  of  the  Country  ,?  Would 
we  not  think  that  a  General  mocked  us,  if  he  allerted, 
that  he  had  beaten  the  Enemies  every-where,  driven  them 
out  of  every  Town,  and  every  particular  Place,  but  ftili 
they  were  as  llrong  as  ever,  and  flill  ravaging  the  Coun- 
try ?  I  Ihould  think  that  he  and  his  Troops  deferved  to 
be  broken,  notwithflanding  his  boailed  Skill,  and  invi- 
fible  Feats. 

Methinks  it  is  not  the  deepefl  Craft  for  holy  Men, 
armed  with  fuch  high  Powers,  to  be  always  appearing  in 
a  Fright,  and  crying  for  Help  from  unhallowed  La^y- 
men,  upon  every  Phantom  of  Danger.  Againll  the 
Caufe  of  God,  we  are  afiured  by  himfelf;  that  the  Gates 
of  HellJhall  not  pre^uail  \  and  to  fuch  as  maintain  his 
Caufe  by  his  own  AfTiflance,  what  Danger  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended, what  human  AlTiflance  can  be  wanted  ?  The 
Apoftles  wanted  none  againll  the  whole  Pagan  World, 
againll  all  the  Hofls  of  Jewifh  and  Pagan  Prieils,  breath- 
ing Pcrfecution  and  deadly  Rage  :  Yet  the  ApoHles  had 
no  Eftablifliment,  no  Revenues,  no  privileged  Tribunals 
to  harangue  in,  no  Laws  againll  Heretics  or  Gainfayers, 
nor  even  againft  Blafphemers ;  and  were  but  a  few  Men, 
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difperfed  over  the  World,  without  Money,  without 
-  Mobs,  and  even  without  Univerfity  Education. 

At  prefent,  and  for  many  Ages  paft,  we  have  had 
Apoftolic  Men  by  Thoufands  in  every  Country,  and 
Millions  of  Money  they  have  coft  almoil  every  Country 
to  maintain  them.    They  are  proteded  by  Laws  fuffi- 
ciently  indulgent,  and  without  Num.ber.    Schools  are 
ereded  and  fupported  at  the  public  Expence  for  their 
Education  ;  they  them.felves  govern  thefe  Schools,  and 
condu6l  the  National  Teaching,  both  in  the  Schools  and 
in  the  Pulpits.    The  £rft  Thing  learned  by  Infants  is  to 
reverence  them ;  they  catechife  us  when  Children,  they 
inflru6l  our  Youth,  and  when  we  are  Men,  we  are  not 
manumitted  from  their  Inflruclion.    Young  V/omen  are 
partial  to  them,  old  ones  adore  them.    When  we  are  in 
Health  we  v/ait  upon  them  for  Admonition  ;  and,  when 
fick,  receive  their  Counfel  and  Difcipline  at  home.  'Tis 
they  that  exhort,  they  that  rebuke,  they  that  preach  to 
the  People,  they  that  pray  for  them  ;  it  is  they  who  ad- 
minifter  the  Seals  of  the  Covenant,  work  a  holy  and  im- 
perceptible Change  in  Wine,  and  Bread,  and  Water, 
and  they  who  utter  ineffable  Myfteries  :  They  blefs,  they 
curfe  ;  they  offer  Heaven,  they  poffefs  Earth  ;  they  de- 
nounce Damnation  ;  they  cry  aloud,  they  threaten,  they 
terrify  :  They  are  Ambafiadors  from  God  ;  they  know 
his  Will  y  they  bear  his  Authority  ;  they  communicate 
his  Intentions,  deliver  his  Commands,  diflribute  his  Re- 
wards and  Terrors,  apply  his  Bleffmgs  and  Judgments  : 
They  ihut  the  Gates  of  Faradife  ;  they  open  thofe  of 
Hell  ;  they  admit  us  into  Chriil's  holy  Church,  they 
nurture  us  in  it,  or  exclude  us  out  of  it,  and  are  daily 
apprifmgus  of  their  ov/n  Power  and  Importance. 

Now  what  can  annoy,  what  ought  to  frighten  or 
alarm  Men,  thus  endowed  and  reverenced,  thus  adored 
and,  exalted,  thus  dear  to  Heaven,  thus.abfolute  upon 
Earth,  thus  encompaffed  and  guarded  by  Securities  di- 
vine and  human,  fo  iignal  and  many  ?  It  is  too  great  a 
Compliment  to  the  Powers  of  Darknefs,  and,  in  my 
Opinion,  inconfiftent  with  Orthodoxy,  to  fuppofe  them 
a  Match,  much  more  an  Overmatch,  for  the  Children 
of  Light,  efpecially  for  the  Envoys  and  Reprefentatives 
of  the  Almighty,    This  would  be  introducing  a  terrible 
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DoiSrine  amongft  Men  ;  it  would  be  finding  a  Reafori 
and  an  Apology  for  the  Worfhip  paid  by  the  wild  Indi- 
ans to  the  Evil  Spirit  ;  who  being  an  Enemy  to  God, 
and  long  fmce  vanquilhed  and  damned,  can  never  be  an 
Objed  of  Terror  to  found  Believers:  The  Wickeid  One 
has  no  Armour  that  is  Proof  againil  a  lively  Faith, 
which,  as  it  can  remove  Mountains,  mull  eafily  drive 
away  Satan,  It  is  therefore  want  of  Faith  to  fear  the 
Devil,  Vv^hom  even  Free-thinkers  and  Unbelievers  fear 
not.  It  is  indeed  Matter  of  Lamentation,  that  Chrifli- 
ans,  yea  the  Directors  and  Conductors  of  Chrifdans, 
fhould  have  lefs  Courage  than  Men  who  ^re  given  up  to 
a  reprobate  Mind ;  Men  left  to  uncoven anted  Mercy, 
and  without  Shield  or  Fence  againfl  the  AHaults  of  the 
Enemy. 

You  therefore  furprife  me,  by  telling  me,  as  you  do, 
that  a  Pantomime,  a  poor  Player,  fony  JJhion,  and  his 
Comedians,  have  been  able  to  ruffle  and  difquiet  the 
Minds  of  the  Reverend  Miniilers  of  the  Kirk.  What 
Tools  he  brings  with  him,  terrible  to  the  Hierarchy,  I 
cannot  conceive.  The  Laws,  the  Gofpel,  and  private 
Perfons,  are  prote6led  by  the  Civil  Power  :  And  if  T ony 
can  hurt  and  infult  neither  Religion,  nor  C^far,  nor  Par- 
ticulars, how  comes  he  to  occafion  fuch  Uproars  and 
Alarms  ? 

Doubtlefs  there  are  feveral  Plays  too  grofs  and  licen-* 
tious  ;  and  fo,  fometimes,  have  been  many  Sermons : 
Yet,  wl.^  .  a  Preacher  has  abufed  the  Privilege  of 
Preaching,  advanced  wild  Opinions,  and  uttered  dan- 
gerous and  ridiculous  Follies,  as,  upon  Occafions,  has 
happened,  it  has  not  been  allowed  to  interrupt  or  con- 
tradid  him.  Nay,  when  the  Civil  Power  has  queftion- 
ed  him  for  infulting  or  calumniating  the  Civil  Admini- 
ftration,  his  Brethren  have  waxed  wroth  and  outrageous, 
that  any  of  their  Body  Ihould  be  queftioned  at  any  Tri- 
bunal but  their  own  :  A  Right  and  Impunity,  which,  I 
think,  are  claimed  as  fturdily  by  the  Fathers  of  the  Kirk, 
as  by  our  High-Church,  or  the  Higli-Church  in  Italy. 

But  as  this  extravagant  Claim  implies,  that  all  Rights 
and  Powers  whatfoever  do,  diredlly  or  indiredlly,  apper- 
tain to  themfeives,  and  dooms  all  Men  to  a  yile  and 
blind  Dependence  upon  the  Clergy  in  all  TUings  ;  fo  it 
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fliould  warn  every  Man,  who  would  not  blindly  tread 
in  the  Steps,  and  hang  by  the  Cloak  or  the  CaiTock  of 
a  Pedagogue,  to  preierve  an  Independence  upon  the 
Clergy  in  all  Thirtgs  where  the  Clergy  have  nothing  to 
do.  Other  CommilTion,  than  that  of  counfclling  and 
exhorting  fuch  as  will  hear  them,  I  know  none  that  our 
Blelled  Saviour  has  given  them  and  this  he  has  given 
to  all  Men. 

What  have  the  Parfons  to  do  with  our  Recreations 
and  Amufements  ?  Does  the  Gaiety  and  Opennefs  of  the 
Spirit,  occafioned  by  Feftivity  and  Diverfion,  lead  to 
Sin  and  Lubricity  ?  Who  told  them  fo  ?  Upon  me  it  had 
never  any  fuch  Elred  ;  and  by  what  Rule  do  they  judge  ? 
In  my  Opinion,  the  oppofite  Commotions  of  Spirit, 
thofe  of  Bitternefs,  Ferocity,  and  Uncharitablenefs,  are 
in  themfelves  fmfiil ;  odious  and  unfociable  I  am  fure 
they  are,  and  the  genuine  Attributes  of  Monks  and  Cy- 
nics. 

With  Pretences  equally  juft,  may  they  claim  the  Di- 
reftion  of  our  Perfons,  Tables,  and  Drefs.  The  Ladies 
mull  not  wear  fine  Silks,  nor  the  Men -fine  Perriwigs, 
for  Fear  of  exciting  Concupifcence,  and  alluring  one  an- 
other :  Nay,  they  mud  not  wear  fine  Linen,  nor  walh 
their  Faces,  for  the  like  Theological  Reafon.  They 
muil  not  enter  a  Tavern,  for  fear  of  being  drunk  ;  nor 
be  merry,  for  fear  of  being  profane ;  nor  eat  a  good 
Meal,  nor  deal  in  Sauces  and  Dainties,  for  fear  of  pam- 
pering the  Flefh, 

Hiere  is  no  Length  to  which  fuch  impertinent  Reafon- 
ing,  w^hen  it  is  once  admitted,  will  not  go  :  And,  in 
Eife6l,  we  fee  that  in  every  thing  which  pafTes  within 
the  Heart  of  Man  or  Woman,  or  in  their  Drefs,  Eating, 
Drinking,  ana  general  Oeconomy,  the  Romijh  Priefts 
a<?c  the  Bufy-body,  and  afiume  to  be  Comptrollers  even 
in  the  conjugal  Pleafures,  thofe  between  a  Man  and  his 
Wife,  they  affert  a  Right  to  be  informed  and  to  didate. 
They  of  that  Pveligion  know  this  by  Experience  ;  and  by 
reading  their  Books  of  Confeflion  and  Cafuiftry,  every 
one  may  know  it.  What,  in  the  Name  of  Wonder,  is 
It  to  a  Man  who  deals  in  Spirituals,  whether,  when  a 
Woman,  in  Bed  with  her  Hufband,  lays  her  Leg  upon 
Ills,  he  is  to  take  it  for  a  Signal  and  obey  it,  though  fhe 
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fay  never  a  Word  ?  Yet  this  Query  is  put  by  a  grave 
Cafuift,  and  anfwered  in  the  Affirmative ;  Imo,  certe, 
fays  he,  propter  Modeftiam  Sexus,  So  favourable  was 
the  good  Dodor  to  the  Ladies ! 

This  meddling  of  theirs  in  every  thing,  and  meddling 
like  Mafters  and  Governors,  will  make  People  tired  and 
uneafy  to  be  under  their  Diredion  in  any  thing  :  So  that 
where  they  are  not  armed  with  the  Civil  Sword,  and  the 
Terrors  of  an  Inquiiition,  as,  I  thank  God  heartily, 
they  are  not  like  to  be  with  us ;  they  will  lofe  the  Cre- 
dit which  they  might  otherwife  preferve,  and  grow 
contemptible  by  being  troublefome  and  impertinent. 
The  Puipic  is  their  Province,  and  even  that  is  a  Pro- 
vince which  they  fhould  exercife  with  Modefly  and  Wa- 
rinefs ;  efpecially  in  a  Generation  like  this,  when  Peo- 
ple have  learnt  to  affert  their  natural  Liberty,  and  the 
L'^fe  of  their  Senfes,  and  to  difpute  the  Truth  of  Pofiti- 
ons  which  they  judge  to  be  doubtful  or  falfe,  however 
imperioufly  maintained  by  Men  of  Reverence  and 
Name, 

That  Authority  which  depends  only  or  chiefly  upon 
the  Efteem  and  Opinions  of  Men,  is  exceeding  preca- 
rious, and  will  decay  or  perifti  as  thofe  Opinions  alter, 
or  that  Efleem  is  loft,  or  leilens.  Many  have  loft  all 
Credit,  by  carrying  it  too  high,  or  by  maintaining  it  hy 
falfe  and  deceitful  Supports.  What  has  been  the  Con- 
fequence  of  all  the  wild  and  unmeafurable  Claims  con- 
tended for  in  behalf  of  Churchmen,  by  Dr.  Hickesy  Mr. 
Lejley^  and  the  other  Champions  of  that  Caufe  ?  It  is 
true,  they  were  greedily  fwallowed  by  many  of  the 
felfifti  and  afpiring  Clergy  ;  infatuated  many  weak 
Brains  amongfi  them,  and  deceived  feveral  of  the  Peo- 
ple, chiefly  the  Vulgar  in  Condition  of  Underftanding  : 
But  their  Triumph  was  ftiort  and  contemptible.  Thefe 
extravagant  Demands  for  extravagant  Power  in  Ecclefi- 
aftics,  occafioned  a  Number  of  fuch  Anfwers,  as  have 
not  only  fet  the  Authority  of  Churchmen  very  low  in 
the  Opinion  of  almoft  all  Men,  and  demonftrated,  that 
from  Chrift  they  derive  no  Power  or  Revenue  at  all, 
but,  for  all  that  they  have,  muft  be  beholden  to  Lay- 
men and  the  Law  ;  but  they  have  likewife,  by  Reafon- 
ing  and  Examples  upon  that  Subjedl,  fliewn  the  Spirit 
Vol.  II.  K  of 
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of  the  Ecclefiaftics  almoft  in  all  Times,  to  have  been  fo 
tyrannical,  vindidlive,  and  rapacious,  that  moil  Men 
are  become  loth  to  truH  them  with  over-much  Wealth 
or  Power,  or  indeed  with  any,  independent  upon  the 
Civil  Government. 

As  the  Writings  of  thefe  Divines  were  vilionary,  ab- 
furd,  and  indeed  arrogant,  full  of  Principles  defrrudive 
of  Civil  Liberty,  and  all  Liberty,  oppofite  to  the  Spirit 
of  the  Reformation^  and  contrary  to  all  good  Senfe,  and 
all  Modefty  ;  and  yet  greedily  read  and  approved  by 
Numbers  of  the  inferior  Clergy  ;  Men  wdio  had  better 
Senfe  and  Difcernment,  and  wifhed  well  to  the  free 
Conftitution  of  their  Country,  conceived  Indignation 
at  the  propagating  and  encouraging  of  Notions  fo  wild 
and  mifchievous ;  and  have  expofed  them  fo  efFedlually, 
that  fuch  Notions,  and  the  Authors  of  them,  are  now 
as  much  contemned,  as  they  were  infolent  and  chime- 
rical. Such,  in  truth,  was  the  Scheme  of  thefe  Non- 
jurors, and  their  Followers  ;  fo  exorbitant  and  wicked 
it  was,  that  nothing  but  blind  Popery,  fettled  in  the 
Church,  and  abfolute  Tyranny  in  the  State,  could  have 
fupported  it  \  and  I  think,  it  is  plain,  that  both  thefe 
Supports  were  intended  to  be  introduced.  Indeed,  the 
Scheme  itfelf  neceffarily  implied  them  ;  and  without 
them,  it  was  a  mere  Dream. 

It  is  true,  that  fome  of  thefe  high  Contenders  for  un- 
bounded Power  in  the  Church  and  the  Crown,  wrote 
againft  Popery,  and  fet  Bounds  to  the  Prerogative  in 
Church  Matters.  But  it  is  equally  true,  that  they  only 
contended  againft  the  Popery  of  the  Pope,  and  againfl 
owning  the  Jurifdiftion  of  Rome :  They,  at  the  fame 
time  boldly  alferted  a  Power  to  themfelves  equal  to  that 
of  the  Pope  ;  afferted  all  the  dreadful,  all  the  felfilh  and 
lucrative,  and  mofL  of  the  extravagant  Pofitions  of  Pope- 
ry ;  fuch  as  the  Right  of  knowing  Hearts  by  ConfefTion ; 
the  Power  of  Damning  and  Saving  ;  Prayers  for  the 
Dead ;  Extreme  Undion  ;  great  and  princely  Power  and 
Revenues,  all  holden  in  their  ownRight,  without  depend- 
ing upon  the  Civil  Power,  and  even  in  fpight  of  it.  If 
I  mull  be  enllaved  or  opprelfed  by  an  imperious,  affum- 
ing  Priefthood,  what  is  the  Difference  to  me,  whether 
my  Oppreffor  live  at  Rme,  or  Canterbury y  or  Edinburgh, 
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The  Manner  alfo  in  which  thefe  High-church  Writ- 
ers treat  the  Crown,  is  moll  infolent,  fhamelefs,  and 
dilhoneil :  They  exempt  themfelves,  and  all  that  is  theirs, 
which  is  whatever  they  have  a  mind  to  call  fo,  from 
all  Cognizance  or  Authority  of  the  Civil  Pov/er  of 
the  Prince.  Their  Perfons,  they  fay,  are  facred,  as 
well  at  his ;  nay,  more  facred,  and  their  Pof  elTions  de- 
fended by  Privileges  divine  :  So  that  though  they  fur- 
render  him  the  Laity,  to  be  ufed  or  fpoiled,  fleeced 
or  flayed,  as  he  pleafes ;  though  they  bely  the  holy 
Name  of  God  to  faaClify  Oppreffion,  to  fecure  the  Op- 
prellor,  and  to  terrify  the  poor  abufed  SuiFerers  from 
lifting  up  their  r;aud,  or  even  their  Voice  and  Com- 
plaints, for  Relief  j  though  they  call  every  Attempt  to 
prefer ve  their  Perfons  and  Property,  and  to  refill:  In- 
lulling  Spoilers,  a  refilling  of  God,  and  for  it  threaten 
Damnation  ;  yet,  if  he  dare  but  to  touch  themfelves, 
dare  to  meddle  with  their  Revenues,  to  enter  the  Sanc- 
tuary, or  to  claim  any  Share  of  their  Wealth  or  Jurif- 
didion,  Heaven  and  Earth  are  fummonedto  ailifl:  them, 
and  CO  refill:  him  ;  Woes  are  denounced  againil  the 
faiat  Heart,  and  feeble  Hand ;  and  the  Crofier  is  reai*- 
ed  againil  the  Sceptre. 

Is  not  fuch  impudent  Condudl  enough  to  open  the 
Eyes  of  all  Men,  even  of  the  moll  flupid,  bigotted, 
and  blind  ?  To  fee  Religion  turned  into  a  manifell 
Market  of  Power  and  Wealth  ;  the  great  God  made 
the  Voucher  of  an  execrable  Bargain  between  the  Op- 
prefTors  of  Men  in  their  Perfons,  and  the  Oppreffors  of 
Men  in  their  Confciences  ;  to  fee  Men  tied  up,  or  let 
loofe,  made  tame  or  furious,  crouching  under  unrelent- 
ing Tyranny,  or  armed  againil  legal  Power,  jull  as 
they  are  direded,  feared,  or  inflamed  by  Prieils  I  To  - 
fee  thefe  Priefls  claiming  to  themfelves  all  forts  of  Pri- 
vileges, and  Wealth  and  Power  without  Bounds ;  to  fee 
them  aflTuming  Principalities  and  Povver,  by  virtue  of 
Succeflbrfhip  to  the  poor,  wandering,  and  perfecuted 
Apoilles  and  yet  denying  the  abufed  Laity,  from 
whom  they  have  all  things,  to  have  a  Right  to  any 
thing,  not  even  to  their  Property,  and  their  Senfes  ( 
Will  fuch  Clergymen,  after  this,  complain  that  fuch 
Clergymen  are  not  reverenced  ?  Men,  who  by  their  ex  • 
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travagant  and  felfifh  Pofitions,  difcover  a  Spirit  fo  un- 
chriftian  and  unfociable  \  fuch  a  one  as  undermines  all 
the  Rights  and  Pleafure  of  human  Society,  and  of  hu- 
man Life.  They  are,  indeed,  contemned  ;  and  upon 
themfelves  they  have  drawn  that  Contempt.  Will  they 
complain  of  the  Growth  of  Infidelity  and  Profanenefs, 
when,  by  their  Example  and  Principles,  they  had  Ihewn 
that  they  had  meant  to  debafe  Religion  as  far  as  it  could 
be  debafed,  by  turning  it  into  an  Engine  for  Dominion 
and  Opulence ;  and  perverted  the  Gofpel  into  a  Scheme 
of  Grandeur,  Abfiirdities,  and  Perfecution  ?  What  has 
propagated  Infidelity  fo  much  as  their  own  felfifh  Te- 
nets and  Condud,  and  the  vile  Ufe  which  they  made 
of  the  Bible  ;  as  if  it  had  been  nothing  elfe  but  a  Pa- 
tent to  exalt  Priells,  and  inilave  the  Laity  ?  Of  all  the 
Latitudinarian  Books  in  the  World,  the  Writings  of 
High-church  Men  are  the  moll  fraught  with  mifchievoas 
and  horrible  Pofitions. 

I  wifh,  for  the  Honour  of  the  whole  Body  of  the 
Clergy,  that  the  Convocation  had  at  any  time  branded 
fuch  infamous  and  peftilent  Dodrines,  by  fome  juil  and 
public  Cenfure,  fuch  as  they  have  been  very  free  to 
bellow  upon  Books  and  Propoiitions  which  defend  the 
common  Rights  of  Confcience  and  Society.  By  their 
utter  Silence  in  this  Matter,  they  have  adminiilered  a  ' 
Handle  to  fome  for  fufpeding  (I  hope  unjuilly)  that,  to 
Afre*niblies  of  Clergymen,  the  Happinefs  of  the  Laity 
was  of  little  Concernment,  and  Liberty  of  Confcience 
a  Matter  of  OlTence  :  That  they  had  Views  irreconcile- 
able  to  the  Reformation,  and  the  Ellablilhment,  and 
were  purfuing  an  Intereil  oppofite  to  that  of  the  Public. 
What  heightened  this  Sufpicion,  was  the  manifeil  Par- 
tiality of  their  Conduct :  While  they  were  afTiduouHy 
fearching  after  Books  which  defended  the  Civil  Rights 
of  Society,  and  the  unalienable  Right  of  all  Men  to 
think  for  themfelves,  in  order  to  cenfure  them  ;  and  in 
doing  it,  did  notoriouHy  mifreprefent  them  ;  they 
thought  fit  to  pafs  over  Books  which  afferted  the  black- 
eii  of  all  Iniquities,  that  of  Perfecution ;  Books  which 
reviled  the  Conilitution,  llruck  at  the  Root  of  public 
Liberty,  contended  for  public  Servitude  (in  the  Laity 
only)  and  boldly  revived  and  maintained  the  moll  dan- 
gerous 
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gerous  and  impudent  Opinions  of  Popery.  And  when 
fuch  impious  Writings  were  laid  before  them,  their 
Boldnefs  and  peftilent  Te?kiency  fhewn,  and  Paflages 
quoted  out  of  them,  fhocking  to  the  Ears  of  Freemen 
and  Proteftants ;  ftill  that  Reverend  Body  perfifted  to 
make  no  Animadverfions. 

What  Conclufion,  advantageous  to  their  Reputation, 
could  be  drawn  from  a  Proceeding  fo  evidently  unequit- 
able and  unjuH,  when  a  Set  of  Men,  afluming  to  be 
Judges,  were  apparently  Parties,  and  had  fo  little  Re- 
gard, or  rather  fo  much  Averfion,  to  righteous  Judg- 
ment, that  upon  Truths  the  moll  obvious,  upon  Prin- 
ciples the  molt  benevolent,  their  Wrath  and  Anathemas 
fell ;  while  the  moil  daring  Arraignment  of  private  Con- 
fcience,  and  the  moll  bare-faced  Infults  upon  public 
Liberty,  Civil  and  Chriftian,  incurred  no  Blame  ?  In 
one,  for  Example,  it  v/as  a  heinous  Crime,  and  loudly 
cenfured,  to  have  faid,  "  That  our  Saviour's  Kingdom 
**  was  not  of  this  World though  after  our  Saviour 
himfelf  he  faid  it.  But  it  proved  to  the  Convocation  no 
Matter  of  Offence,  for  another  to  have  impioufly  main- 
tained, that  "  Heaven  itfelf  waited  for  the  Sentence 
"  from  the  Prieft's  Mouth,  and  God  himfelf  followed 

the  Judgment  of  the  Prieft"  That  "  Kings  and 

"  Queens  are  to  bow  dov/n  before  the  Prieft,  with  their 
"  Faces  towards  the  Earth,  and  to  lick  up  the  Duft  of 
^*  his  Feet with  many  other  mifchievous  and  unhal- 
lov/ed  Extravagancies,  to  the  Difgrace  of  Religion  and 
common  Senfe.  Was  this  the  Way  to  be  reverenced, 
to  utter,  as  the  Oracles  of  God,  fuch  impudent  and 
poifonous  Falihoods,  or  to  defend  them,  or  not  to  ftig- 
matize  them  ?  Was  it  not  rather  a  Way  to  forfeit  all 
common  Refped,  and  to  incur  univerfal  Indignation 
and  Scorn  r 

A  Family  is  a  fmall  State,  as  a  State  is  a  great  Fa- 
mily. Now,  fappofe  the  Mafter  or  Prince  of  a  Family 
take  into  his  Service  a  Chaplain,  and  give  him  Bread 
and  Wages  ;  Does  this  fame  Chaplain  take  a  Method 
to  be  reverenced  or  believed,  if  he  tell  the  Man  who 
maintains  him,     I  am  your  fpiritual  Prince,  you  are  my 

fpiritual  Subjed  ;  I  can  abfoive  or  dRmn  you  :  You 
"  muft  tell  me  all  the  Secrets  of  your  Heart,  let  me 
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"  judge  of  your  Thoughts ;  fubmit  without  Murmur- 
mg  or  Hefitation  to  my  Diftates  and  Cenfure,  and 
be  obedient  to  my  Difcipline.  You  muil  call  me 
your  Chaplain  in  no  other  Senfe  than  you  fay.  My 
Lord,  and  My  God,  You  ought  to  fall  down  before 
me,  and  lick  up  the  Duft  of  my  Feet.  My  Govern- 
ment  in  your  Family,  as  a  Priefl,  is  farther  above 

**  yours,  as  you  are  a  Layman,  than  Keaven  is  above 
the  Earth ;  and  my  Revenue  ought  to  be  greater  than 

"  yours,  though  you  are  a  Prince  in  your  Houfe. 

And  to  make  you  Amends  for  thus  lharing  with 
you  in  your  Power  and  Riches,  I  do  hereby,  in  the 
Nam.e  of  Heaven,  doom  all  your  Children  and  Ser- 

*'  vants,  that  is,  all  your  Lay-Domeftics,  to  be  your 
Slaves,  without  Referve  ;  and  I  do  affert  your  Autho- 
rity  over  them,  be  it  ever  fo  cruel,  unnatural  and 
deflrudive,  to  be  the  Ordinance  of  God  ;  and  you  to 

**  be  hisVicegerent,  hov/ever  wicked  and  unlike  God  you 

**  prove.    But  my  Perfon  and  Property  you  mud  not 

*'  touch  ;  for  I  am  a  facred  Perfon  j  in  all  the  Money 
and  Power  which  I  take  from  you,  I  am  independent 
and  unaccountable;  fori  am  the  Lord's  Prieft,  and 

t<  n^y  Wealth  is  God's  Wealth.  It  would  be  Sacrilege 
in  you  to  meddle  with  either  ;  if  you  do,  you  will 
be  damned ;  and  if  I  can  perfuade  your  Lady,  or 
your  Son,  to  give  me  any  Lands  orTreafure,  for  the 
Good  of  their  Souls,  whatever  Artifices  I  ufe  to  draw 

"  fucli  Donations  from  them,  you  mufl:  protedl  me  in 

*^  the  PolTeiilon,  againft  your  Grand-children,  or  any 
other  Claimant  whatsoever ;  for  to  take  it  from  me, 
or  from  any  future  Chaplain  for  ever,  would  be  to 
rob  God  ^nd  the  Church. 

"  Moreover,  if  any  of  your  Family,  your  Lady, 
Children,  or  Servants,  fliould  prefume  to  differ  in 
Opinion  from  me,  and  follow  their  own  Confcience, 
this  is  Schifm,  it  is^  a  damnable  Sin  for  out  of  the 
Church,  that  is,  without  my  Permiffion  and  Manage- 
ment,  there  is  no  Salvation  :  And  fuch  Schifmatics, 
Heretics,  and  Gainfayers,  you  muil  profecute,  that 
is,  iine,  imprifon,  whip,  hang,  or  burn,  as  I  fhall  di- 
red  you  :  If  you  do  not,  you  favour  Heretics  and 
Schifmatics^  and  I  will  excommunicate  you,  that  is, 

deliver 
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*^  deliver  you  to  the  Devil  ;  and  then  you  are  unworthy 
of  any  Authority,  and  I  will  excite  your  Family  to 
turn  you  out  of  your  Houfe,  unlefs  by  SubmilTion  to 
me  yoa  fhew  yourfelf  penitent,  and  worthy  to  be  re- 
^ftored  :  Upon  this  Condition  I  will  recal  you,  and 
turn  off  the  Perfon  that  I  put  in  your  Room,  whom  I 
^'  will  call  an  Ufurper,  if  he  do  not  humour  me  in  all 
"  Things.    For,  'tis  I  who  can  preferve  Obedience,  or 
"  ftir  up  Strife  and  Fighting  in  your  Family,  and  teach 
them  the  NeceiTity  of  obeying  or  refifting,   by  the 
Terrors  of  Divine  Vengeance,  which  is  always  armed 
"  when  I  am  angry,  and  afleep  when  I  am  pleafed." 

Now,  would  Pretences  and  Claims,  thus  impious  and 
fliamelefs,  be  borne  from  any  particular  Chaplain,  by  his 
particular  Lord  or  Patron  ?  And  yet  are  not  fuch  Claims 
aflerted  by  the  High  Clergy  in  general  ?   And  do  they 
rot  affedl  every  individual  Layman,  by  aifeding  the 
whole  Body  of  the  Laity  ?  They  treat  us  to  our  Faces, 
like  Vaflals  blind  and  tame,  and  doom  us  without  Cere- 
mony,  to  bear  Invafion  and  Tyranny  with  meek  Hearts, 
and  Hands  bound.    All  that  we  have,  is  hardly  enough 
for  them.    Yet  were  we  to  treat  them  as  they  treat  one 
another,  a  very  fmall  Competency  would  appear  a  fuffici- 
cnt  Appointment  and  Maintenance  for  the  SucceiTors  of 
the  Apoftles.  Do  we  not  frequently  fee  a  Reverend  Doc- 
tor pofTefs  three,  five,  nay  eight  hundred  Pounds  a  Year, 
fometimes  more  than  a  thoufand;   and  yet  out  of  this 
great  Revenue,  which  he  thinks  not  too  much,  and 
hardly  enough,  though  he  do  nothing  for  it,  give  no 
jnorc  than  fifteen,   twenty,   thirty,  or  at  mofl  forty 
Pounds  a  Year  to  a  Curate,  for  doing  the  whole  Duty  of 
the  Parifh  ?  If  this  be  enough  for  the  Labour  of  a  Cler- 
gyman, why  do  the  Laity  give  any-where  more  ?    If  it 
be  not,  why  does  the  rich  Dodor  give  fo  little  ?  The 
Curate  is  furniflied  with  all  neceflary  Abilities  and  Qua- 
lifications as  well  as  the  Do6lor,  and  has  the  fame  fpiri- 
tual  Powers,  to  baptize,  to  give  Absolution   and  the 
Communion,  to  marry,  preach,  pray,  bury,  vifit  the 
Sick,  and  to  take  Tithes,  if  he  had  any  to  take. 

Thus,  in  the  Opinion  of  former  Bifhops,  (Governors 
of  the  Church)  who  often  kept  Curates  themfelves, 
when  they  ftill  retained  a  good  fat  Living Commendam  ; 
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and  thus  in  the  common  Pra6lice  of  the  inferior  Clergy, 
Wages  fometimes  not  much  higher  than  thofe  of  a  Car- 
ter, fcarce  ever  fo  high  as  thofe  of  an  Excifeman,  are 
fufficient  for  doing  all  the  Fundions  of  a  Clergyman. 
Would  this  not  feem  a  Rule  to  the  Laity,  a  Rule  taken 
from  the  beft  Authority  in  the  World,  that  of  the  Prac- 
tice of  the  Clergy,  how  to  rate  the  Work  and  Worth 
of  a  Clergyman  ?  Why  fhould  they  expe£l  that  Laymen 
ihould  value  the  Labour  and  Ufe  of  a  Clergyman  higher, 
than  the  Clergy  themfelves  do  in  Fadl  value  it  ?  They 
will  not  fay,  that  three,  or  five,  or  eight,  or  ten  hun- 
dreds a  Year,  is  little  enough  for  the  Sagacity  of 
chufing,  and  the  Trouble  of  hiring,  a  Curate  for  twenty, 
or  thirty,  or  forty,  though  fometimes  things  equally 
foolifh  and  abfurd  are  faid  ;  for  there  are  many  Lay- 
men who  can  drive  a  hard  Bargain,  and  pinch  their 
Workmen,  and  we  too  often  find  the  Reverend  Deputy 
of  a  great  Dodor  full  as  bad  and  infufficient  as  if  the 
Church-wardens  had  picked  him  up  and  hired  him.  I 
would  therefore  be  glad  to  know  why  any  Man,  why 
efpecially  a  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel,  who  fhould  labour 
in  Seafon,  and  out  of  Seafon,  Ihould  have  any  Revenue, 
efpecially  a  great  Revenue,  for  nothing  ? 

But  I  ramble  from  my  firft  Defign,  though,  perhaps, 
had  I  purfiied  it,  I  Ihould  not  have  tired  you  lefs.  But 
I  am  like  other  Authors,  who,  whilft  they  ^pleafe  them- 
felves, think  that  they  are  furnifhing  Delight  to "  their 
Reader.  To  your  Information  I  pretend  not  to  add  any 
Thing,  not  even  in  telling  you  that  I  am,  with  great 
AfFedion  and  Sincerity, 

SIR, 


Your  Faithful  Ser^anty 


2  26  "To  the  Memory  of 


M.  S. 

JoHANNis  Trenchard,  Armigerl. 

OU  I,  quamvis  antiqua  ftirpe  ortus,  multifque 
opibus  florens, 
Neque  domo,  neque  pecunia,  praecipuam  fibi  laudem 

AfTecutus  eft. 
Quam  alii  claritudine  generis, 
(Majoribus  innixi) 
Quam  alii  divitiis 
Gloriam  oftentant  fortuitam  &  inanem, 
Ille  virtute  ingenioque 
Sinceram,  propriamque,  &  manfuram  fibi  compa- 

ravit  : 

Solertia  &  morum  fanditate,  imaginibus  domus, 

Prseluxit. 

Vim  a^imi,  integritatem  vitae,  in  patriam  fuofque 

caritatem 
Pauci  equarunt ;  antecefTere  nulli. 
Pueritia  vix  egrefTus,  Foro  vacavit, 
Legum  peritus,  caufifque  orandis  validus  : 
Sed  jurgiis  Forenfibus  atque  lucro  ftatim  valedicens, 
Seceffum  dilexit,  vitamque  privatam. 
Reip.  tamen  curam,  nunquam  fibi  negledam, 

Neque  depofijit,  nec  fruftra  exercuit ; 
Dominationis  cujufvis  generis  hoftis  perpetuus, 
Et  vere  timendus ; 
Libertatis,  prifcique  moris, 
Cuftos  rigidus,  Vindex  acer» 

Simul 
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A  Monument  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 
John  Trenchard,  Efq-y 

A Gentleman  defcended  from  an  ancient  Family^ 
And  confpicuous  for  abundant  Wealth  : 
Yet  neither  from  his  Race  nor  his  Fortune, 
Did  he  derive  his  principal  Renown. 
Some  boaft  a  Glory  derived  from  the  Luftre  of  their 

Lineage  ; 

And  rely  upon  the  Merits  of  their  Anceftors : 
Others  vaunt  the  Glory  of  their  Wealth. 
Vain  and  accidental  is  all  fuch  Glory. 
His  was  of  his  own  acquiring,  without  Allay, 
Perfonal  and  permanent, 
The  pure  Refult  of  his  Virtue  and  Farts. 
In  his  native  Accompliftiments,  and  in  the 
Sandimony  of  his  Morals, 
He  gained  Splendor  furpafiing  that  of  his  Houfc, 
In  Vigour  of  Spirit,  in  Integrity  of  Life, 
In  Tendernefs  to  his  Country,  to  his  Kindred  and 

Friends, 
Few  ever  equalled  him. 
None  ever  furpafTed  him. 
Whilft  yet  a  Youth  he  attended  the  Bar, 
Learned  in  the  Laws,  and  a  powerful  Pleader* 
But  foon  abandoning  the  Strife  of  Suits, 
And  thePurfuit  of  Gain, 
He  preferred  Retirement  and  a  private  Life. 
His  Concern  however  for  the  Public 
(A  Concern  ever  infeparable  from  his  Thoughts) 

He  neither  renounced,  nor  exercifed  in  vain ; 
Of  Encroachments  and  Domination  of  every  kind 
A  conftant  and  a  formidable  Foe  ; 
Of  public  Liberty,  and  primitive  Inftitutions, 
A  rigid  Aflertor,  a  powerful  Champion. 

K  6  From 
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Simul  naturae  humanae,  pravitatis  hommum, 
Ambitufque  &  calliditatis  Potentium, 
Gnarus,  ac  probe  fufpicax, 
Praetextus  eorum  a  confultis,  a  Domino  Magiftratum, 

Difcriminare  valuit ; 
Vimque  &  fuperbiam,  quandocunque  lacefTerant,  - 
Summa  facundia  increpare  aufus  eft. 
Miflionem  exercitus 
Poft  finem  belli  Gallici,  Guljelmo  Principe, 
Oratione  fcripta,  adhuc  Juvenis 
Efflagitavit  atque  obtinuit, 
Invitis  Aulicis  &  frementibus. 
Par  ipfe  fummis  negotiis, 
Et  honores  meritus,  fed  afpernatus, 
Artibus  privati  praeceiluit. 

Myftarum  Rabiem, 
Triftes  Fanaticorum  ineptias, 
Libertati  civum  atque  bonis  inhiantium. 
Semper  averfatus  ; 
Petulantium  iftorum  &  aviditatem 
Ac  iter  redarguit  Sc  coercuit : 
NecDeumOpt.  Max. 
Truculentiae  efFraeni,  vel  vociferatui  inani  annuere, 
Aut  lapfu  &  erroribus  mentis  ofFendi 
Ratus  Cil:. 
Annos  V.  poft  L»  vixit^  fibi  fatis  > 
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From  Obfervation  he  knew,  from  a  jull  Principle 

he  fufpedted. 

The  Frailty  of  human  Nature,    and  the  Pravity  of 

Men, 

With  the  Ambition  and  Artifices  of  Men  in  Power  : 
Between  their  avowed  Pretences,  and  real  Purfuit, 

He  could  well  diftinguifh. 
As  between  the  worthy  Magiilrate  and  the  lawlefs 

Pvuler  ; 

Ever  refolute  to  encounter  every  public  Violence^ 
And  all  the  Infolence  of  Power, 
With  confummate  Eloquence. 
The  Difbanding  the  Army  after  the  French  War, 
In  the  Reign  of  King  William, 
By  an  Argument  written  and  publifned. 
Even  in  his  Youth  he  undertook  to  procure. 
Urged  it  with  great  Force, 
And  even  fucceeded. 
In  Oppofition  to  the  Efforts  and  Rage  of  the  Courtiers* 
To  the  higheft  Affairs  his  Abilities  were  equal : 
But  deferving  public  Honours, 
And  defpifing  them. 
He  fhone  in  the  Accompliftiments  of  private  Life. 
To  the  wild  Fury  of  all  ViHonaries  and  Myftifb^ 
To  the  direful  Fooleries  of  all  Bigots, 
His  Enmity  was  bent  and  perpetual. 
As  Men  ever  ravening  againft  the  Liberty,  againll 

the  Poffeffions, 
Of  their  Fellow-Citizens. 
Eloquently  he  expofed,  zealoufly  he  reftrained. 
The  petulant  Spirit  and  Avarice  of  fuch  Men. 
That  the  God  of  Nature,  fupremely  Great, 
fupremely  Good, 
Could  ever  approve  wanton  Cruelty,  or  devout 

Clamour,  and  empty  Sounds, 
Or  could  ever  be  offended  with  the  Miftakes  and 
Roamings  of  the  human  Soul, 
Was  what  his  rational  Heart  could  never  conceive. 
To  the  Age  of  almoft  fifty-five  he  lived. 
An  Age  to  hijnfelf  fufficiently  long  ; 

Bui 
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At  non  Patriae,  non  amicis,  nec  uxori. 
Caeterum,  ut  fine  labe  vitam  tranfegerat. 
Mortem  abfque  formidine  obiit, 
Libens  viris  &  bonis  nunquam  non  defiderandus  ; 
Decemb.  XVI.  An.  Ch.  MDCCXXIII. 
Manent  Monumenta  ingenii,  femperque  manebuat, 
Scriptis  multi  generis  facrata. 
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But  not  fo  to  his  Country,  nor  to  his  Friends,  nor 

to  his  Lady. 
As  he  had  pafTed  his  Life  without  Blemilh, 

He  encountered  Death  without  Fear. 
A  Man  by  all  virtuous  Men  and  Freemen 

Worthy  to  be  for  ever  lamented. 
He  died  on  the  llxteenth  of  December  1723, 
Of  his  Genius  and  Abilities  there  are  Monuments 

remaining, 
Such  as  will  for  ever  remain, 
Confecrated  to  Time  and  Pofterity  in  Writings  oF 

various  Kinds, 


I 
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^he  Craftfmen  :  A  Sermon^  or  Pnra-- 
phrafe  upon  feveral  Verfes  of  the  xixtb 
Chapter,  of  the  Ails  of  the  Apoftles. 
Compofed  in  the  Style  of  the  late  Daniel 
Burgefs. 

Nihil  rerum  mortalium  tarn  inftabile  ac  fiuxum  eft:^ 
quam  fama  potentiae  non  fua  vi  nixae.  Tacit, 

By  Thomas  Gordon, 
Anno  1723. 


ADVERTISEMENT, 

HAT  ga^e  Occafion  to  the  follonvtng  Sermon^  nvas 
the  Threats  of  a  moft  Renjerend  Prelate,  and  fome 
of  his  Brethren,  to  fupprefs  the  Independent  Whig,  uohich 
then  came  out  nAjeekly,  by  an  Inquijition  very  extraordina- 
ry,  and  unknomjn  to  our  ConfitUfion,  To  defeat  therefore 
fuch  a  Prelatical  and  JJnchriJiian  Dejign,  and,  if  fojffihhy 
to  fhame  the  Authors  of  it,  vjith  other  fere  e  and  interefted 
Bigots,  out  of  all  Methods  of  Violence  in  Matters  of  Keli-* 
gion  and  Opinion,  this  Sermon  nvas  compofed  and publifhed^ 
nMith  no  ill  Si^ccefs^ 
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Craftfmeyi  :  A  Sermon^  or  Paraphrafe^  up^ 
on  fever al  Verfes  in  the  i  ^tb  Chapter  of  the 
Ad:s  of  the  Apoftles. 

I Shall  not  this  Day,  my  Belotxd,  as  the  ufual  Man- 
ner is,  accoft  you  with  the  Scraps  of  a  Verfe,  or 
only  with  a  whole  Verfe  out  of  any  Part  of  the 
Gofpel ;  which  Method  is  often  made  ufe  of  in  fuch 
Places  as  this,  purely  to  avoid  telling  what  goes  before, 
or  comes  after  ;  but  lhall  chufe  for  my  Text  the  greatefl 
Part  of  the  xixth  Chapter  of  the  ASfs  :  And  in  difcourfmg 
upon  this  Portion  of  Scripture,  fo  fruitful  in  good  In- 
ftrudlions  and  Examples,  I  lhall  confine  myfelf  to  the 
following  Method, 

I.  FirJ}^  I  fhall  make  fome  general  Obfervations  upon 
the  Behaviour  of  the  Apoftle  Paul  in  his  Miniflry. 

II.  Secondly,  I  fhall  difcourfe  more  particularly  upon 
feveral  Verfes  in  this  Chapter  :  And, 

III.  Thirdly y  and  Lajily,  I  fnall  draw,  from  the  whole, 
fome  ufeful  and  feafonable  Inferences,  and  then  con- 
clude. 

I.  I  fhall  make  fome  general  Obfervations  upon  the 
Apoftle  Paul.  And  firfl  of  all,  my  Brethren,  it  is  note- 
worthy, that  Paul  made  the  greatefl  Change  that  ever 
Man  did,  even  from  a  Perfecutor  to  an  Apoflle ;  two 
Characters  as  oppofite  as  is  that  of  Lucifer  to  an  Angel  of 
Light.  As  foon  as  Light  from  the  Lord  fell  upon  him, 
he  no  longer  breathes  Threatnings  and  Slaughter  againfl 
the  Difciples  of  the  Lord,  as  he  had  in  Fore-time,  nor  puts 
in  Execution  the  Orders  he  had  about  him  from  the 
High-Prieft,  or  Archbifhop  of  the  Jt^s,  to  bring  the 
firfl  Chriflians  and  Diflenters  of  thofe  Days  bound  tofe- 
rufalem.  On  the  contrary,  though  he  was  juil  before  an 
hard-hearted  Perfecutor  for  the  Church  by  Law  eilablifh- 
ed,  on  a  fudden  he  becomes  a  Lover  of  the  Saints  ;  and 
now.  Behold  he  prayeth!  A6lsix.  11. 

ly?,  Let  us  learn  a  LefTon  from  hence,  dearly  beloved, 
as  we  go  along ;  namely,  that  as  foon  as  the  Fear  of  the 
Lord  entereth  into  a  Man's  Heart,  the  Sword  of  Perfe- 
cution  droppeth  out  of  his  Hand,    Peace,  which  is  the 

Badge 
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Badge  of  the  Gofpel,  and  Cruelty,  which  is  the  Coat  of 
Arms  of  6"^/^;^,  cannot  dwell  together.  Behold^  he  pray- 
■eih  ! 

<■  2i-^Iy,  It  is  obfervable,  that  when  a  Zealot  leaves  his 
Party,  and  turns  Chriftian,  how  very  apt  the  High  Party 
are,  ungratefully  to  forget  all  his  former  wicked  Merit, 
which  made  him  dear  to  them,  and  to  perfecute  him  for 
apoftatizing  into  Mercy  and  Grace.  While  P^ul  conti- 
nued the  fiery  Flail  of  the  Godly,  the  Priefts  held  him 
ia  high  Favour,  and  trufted  him  with  their  Ecclefiafticul 
CoTmn\(Jion  :  And  for  v/hat  ?  /#7^y,  to  I? ring  bound  to  Je- 
rufalem  all  thofe  of  this  Way  :  Of  what  Way  ?  Why,  all 
that  forfook  the  efahlijhed  Synagogue,  and  followed 
Chriil. 

'xdly,  Obferve^  my  Brethren,  that  Confcience  and 
Non-conformity  had  the  Powers  of  the  V/orld  againft 
them  feventeen  hundred  Years  ago.  Faul,  the  Blaf- 
phemer,  had  a  Foft ;  but  Paul  the  Convert,  Faul  the 
Saint,  is  allowed  no  Toleraticn ;  yea,  they  'watched  the 
Gates  Day  and  Night  to  kill  him  \  for.  Behold,  he  pray- 
eth  ! 

\thly.  It  Is  obfervable  from  the  whole  Hiftory  of  Bauly 
that  the  Grace  of  God  makes  a  Man  both  meek  under 
Suiferings,  and  bold  for  Chrift.  Here  our  Convert  nei- 
ther returns  the  Injury,  nor  flacks  his  Pace  in  planting 
the  Gofpel  ;  both  hard  Tafes  !  He  rifked  his  Life,  and 
laboured  in  the  Vineyard,  without  Pay  ;  a  rare  Thing  in 
this  our  Day  !  when  the  firil  Motive  for  overfeeing  of 
Souls,  is  fo  much  a  Year.  The  Apollle  drove  no  Bargain 
about  Preaching,  nor  made  a  Market  of  Salvation. 

Oh  !  m.y  Beloved,  how  many  dignified  Drones  have 
we  in  our  Tim^e,  Vv^ho  fet  up  for  a  Likenefs  to  the  Apo- 
llles  without  any  Likenefs  ;  who  take  great  Sums  for 
Mock  Apofileihip,  when  nothing  thrives  by  their  Mini- 
flry  but  their  Bellies  !  This,  my  Friends,  is  lamentable, 
but  it  is  lamentably  trae. 

IL  I  liaile  now  to  my  fecond  general  Head,  and  will 
difcourfe  particularly  upon  feveral  Verfes  in  this  Chap- 
ter. 

I  begin  with  Verfe  the  8th,  And  he  ^vent  into  the  Sy^ia- 
gogue,  and  /pake  boldly  for  the  Space  of  three  Months,  dif 

puting 
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uting  and  pcrfuadhig  the  Things  concerning  the  Ki7igdo7n 
of  God, 

\Jly  And  he  ^dccnt  into  the  Synagogue,  Obferve  we  here, 
ijl,  my  beloved  Brethren,  that  as  great  Bigots  as  the 
Jc^s  were,  and  as  great  a  Diflenter  as  Paul  was,  yet 
they  fuftered  him  to  preach  in  their  Synagogues  or 
Churches.  He  had  a  clear  Stage,  though  perhaps  not 
equal  Favour.  Now  think  ye,  my  Friends,  if  the  fame 
Apoiile  fnould  come  amongil  us  here  in  London,  at  this 
time,  that  he  would  be  permitted  to  preach  in  his  own 
Church,  unlefs  he  firft  qualified  himfelf  according  to  the 
Forms  and  CeremiOnies  of  the  Church  of  Engla72d  by 
Law  ellabliihed  ?  Or  would  he,  trow  ye,  get  any  Pre- 
ferment, that  the  black  Dons  could  hinder  him  from,  in 
cafe  he  pernited  to  preach  what  his  Mailer  preached  be- 
fore him,  namely,  that  Chrijt's  Kingdom  "voas  not  of  this 
World, 

2dly,  My  Beloved,  we  may  fee  here  the  gi*eat  Point  of 
FauPs  Preaching  ;  He  difputed  and pcrfuaded  the  Things  con- 
cerning the  Kingdom  of  God,  Not  a  W  ord  of  his  own  fpiri- 
tual  Dominion ;  not  a  Word  of  Epifcopal  Sovereigns,  who 
were  to  defcend,  as  it  were,  from  his  Loins,  and  who, 
without  his  Infpiration  or  Miracles,  were  to  fucceed  him 
in  what  he  never  had,  worldly  Wealth,  worldly  Gran- 
deur, and  worldly  Power  ;  Things  v/hich  always  mar 
the  Kingdom  of  God,  inftead  of  promoting  it,  there  be- 
ing no  Fellowship  between  Chrifl  and  Belial, 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  9th  Verfe,  and  fee  what 
that  fays  ;  But  njjhen  dinners  <ixere  hardened  (obferve  he 
fays,  njohen  di^vers  n^vere  hardened)  and  believed  v.ot^  hut 
/pake  E'vil  of  that  Way  before  the  Multitude^  he  departed 
froTn  them,  and feparated  the  Difciples,  dijputing  daily  in  the 
School  of  one  Tyrannus . 

The  Priefts,  no  doubt,  who  traded  in  Ceremonies,  and 
knew  nothing  of  Jefus  Chrift,  or  of  inv./ard  Holinefs, 
v/cre  nettled  at  a  new  Religion,  whicli  taught  IMen  a 
plain  Path  to  Heaven,  without  the  Incumbrances  of  Sa- 
crifices, or  Priefls,  or  Fopperies  ;  a  Religion  that  had  a 
profefled  Enmity  to  all  fecular  Gain,  and  all  holy  Trifle- 
mg. 

Marvel  not  at  it,  my  Brethren  ;  a  Religion  without  a 
Hierarchy,   and  Godiincfs  without  Gain,  will  never 

pleafe 
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pleafe  any  Set  of  High  Priefls  :  Nothing  will  gd  dowiT 
with  them  but  Pride  and  Grimace,  and  the  ready  Penny. 
Poor  Fatil  had  nothing  about  him  of  all  this,  nor  did  he 
teach  a  Religion  that  had.  All  that  he  brought  was  a 
Chrill  crucified,  and  Salvation  in  and  through  him.  T^hey 
therefore  fpake  E'vil  of  that  Way  before  the  Multitude  ; 
that  is,  the  Priefls  told  the  People,  that  Paul  was  an  He- 
retic, and  his  Dodrine  was  Schifm  ;  but  for  themfelves, 
they  had  Antiquity  and  the  Fathers  on  their  Side,  with 
an  Orthodox  Church  full  of  decent  Types  and  Cere- 
monies. 

There  needed  no  more  to  prevent  the  Apoftle  from  do- 
ing any  Good  among  them  :  So  he  departed from  them. 
This  was  all  the  Punifliment  he  inflided  on  them,  and 
this  v/as  enough.  He  who  had  the  Holy  Ghofl  could 
have  infiided  Death  or  Mifery  on  them  ;  but  it  was  op- 
pofite  to  the  Genius  of  his  Religion,  v/hich  allows  fpiri- 
tual  Paflors  to  feed  their  Flocks,  but  not  to  force  themj 
nor  to  punifh  them,  if  they  refufe  to  feed.  If  a  Man 
has  not  a  Mind  to  be  faved,  he  has  the  worft  of  it  him- 
felf ; ,  and  what  is  it  to  the  Priefls  ?  as  Mafler  Selden  well 
remarketh. 

This,  my  Brethren,  was  the  primitive  Excommunica- 
tion. If  you  could  work  no  Good  upon  a  Man,  or  if 
that  Man  worked  Mifchief  to  you,  or  gave  you  Scandal, 
why  you  would  not  keep  Company  with  him.  But  to 
give  him  to  the  Devil,  becaufe  he  was  already  going  to 
the  Devil  of  himfelf,  is  to  be  a  Miniiler  of  Chrifl  the 
backward  way.  Befides,  there  was  no  need  of  it.  The 
Apoflle,  in  my  Text,  neither  curfes  thefe  unbelieving 
High- Churchmen,  ^ho  hardened  themfel^jes  againfl  him, 
nor  cenfures  them,  nor  fines  them  ;  all  which  he  who 
had  the  Power  of  Miracles  could  have  done,  had  he  liked 
it.  He  barely  departed  from  them.  And  if  he  did  not 
damn  them  for  the  Sake  of  their  Souls,  fo  neither  did  he 
furrender  them  to  Beelzebub  for  the  Sake  of  their  Money. 
He  demanded  not  a  grey  Groat  of  them  ;  fo  far  was  he 
from  telling  them.  Gentlemen,  I  am  your  Spiritual  Prince ^ 
pray  pay  me  my  Revenues.  Paul  was  a  Witnefs  of  the  Re- 
furredion,  a  diiinterefled  Witnefs,  and  claimed  no  Dues  ; 
though  others  fmce  do  in  his  Name,  without  being  real 

WitnefTes 
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of  the  Refurre£lion,  or  difinterefted  Witne/Tes  of  any  thing 
clfe  about  it. 

Dijputi?2g  daily  in  the  School  of  one  Tyr annus.  Mark 
Jiere,  my  Beloved,  that  both  Schools  and  Synagogues, 
or  Churches,  were  open  to  him,  though  he  was  but  a 
New-Comer,  and  a  Non-conformifl:.  Mark,  moreover, 
that  he  barely  difpnicdy  or  reafoned.  He  was  a  Stranger  to 
the  Dodrine  of  Compulfion.  He  was  an  Apoftle,  by  vir- 
tue of  whofe  Words  and  Power,  all  Clerical  Ads  are  pre- 
tended to  be  done  ever  fince  :  And  yet  he  himfelf  did 
none,  fatisfying  himfelf  with  faving  Souls  by  Exhorta- 
tion, and  the  Affiilance  of  the  Spirit,  which  are  not  Cle- 
rical Ads.  Pie  was  the  chief  Paftor  upon  Earth,  and 
held  his  CommilTion  immediately  from  God  ;  but  he 
hnpofed  nothing  but  his  Advice,  Reafon  and  good 
Words,  upon  thofe  that  heard  him.  He  could  have 
forced  them  (had  the  Spirit  io  direded)  to  have  fvv^al- 
lowed  implicitly  all  that  he  had  faid,  and  either  deilrcy- 
ed  or  diflrefTed  all  who  refufed.  But  the  Lord  Chriil, 
my  Brethren,  in  his  Dealings  with  Human  Kind,  never 
ufes  Mean?  that  are  inhuman. 

Here  yoa  may  diflinguifh  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  from  the 
Spirit  of  High-Church.  For  trow  ye,  my  Priends,  that 
Chrift  or  his  Apoftles  ever  delegated  to  weak  and  paf- 
fionate  Men,  Powers  and  Privileges,  which,  infallible 
and  infpired  as  they  were,  they  never  affumed  to  them- 
felves  ?  Let  us  wonder,  my  Brethren,  at  the  Impudence 
of  fome  Men  in  Black  ! 

And  this  continued  for  the  Space  of  t^o  Tears.  Obferve, 
it  is  not  faid,  that  he  kept  a  Curate  all  the  while. 

Let  us  go  on  to  fome  following  Verfes  :  Atid  God 
n^jrought  fpecial  Miracles  by  the  Hands  (y/'.Paul;  fo  that 
from  his  Body  <vjere  brought  unto  the  Sick  Handkerchiefs  or 
Apron  Sy  and  the  Difeafes  departed  from  them,  and  the  e^vil 
Spirits  ^ent  out  from  them,  ver.  II,  12. 

Obferve,  here  are  certain  Signs  of  a  Power  from 
God  \  and  I  hey  who  pretend  a  Power  from  him,  with- 
out manifefting  the  fame  by  certain  Signs,  are  certainly 
Cheats  and  Impoftors.  For  a  Power  given  by  the  All- 
wife  God,  muft  be  given  for  fome  certain  End, 
which  will  infallibly  be  brought  about.  It  is  not  con- 
fident with  his  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  to  give  it,  and 

yet 
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yet  ieave  uncertain,  that  he  has  given  it,  when  a  plain 
Mani reflation  of  it  is  of  the  utmoft  Importance  to  the 
World,  and  to  the  Purpoles  for  which  it  is  given.  If  a 
Man  bring  not  infallible  Proofs  of  his  Power^  how  fhall 
I  know  that  he  has  it  ?  Demonftration  mull  go  before 
Convidion,  and  Convi£lion  before  Confent.  We  can- 
not embrace  for  Truth,  what  we  take  to  be  a  Lye.  All 
which  v/ill  farther  appear  from  the  following  Verfes. 

'^ihen  certain  cf  the  vagabond  Jews,  Exorcijfs,  took  upon 
them  to  call,  d~oer  them  ivh'ich  had  e^vil  Spirits,  the  Nc.  jne 
of  the  Lord  Jefus,  frying^  Wi  adjure  y on  by  ye/us,  njuhom 
Paul  preachcth,  ver.  13, 

We  may  perceive  here,  that  the  Apoitles  had  Apes 
in  their  own  Time  ;  Fellows  who  fet  up  for  their  Sue- 
cefFors,  before  they  themfelves  were  dead.  They  were 
Exorcijis  or  Conjurers,  fo  called,  I  prefunie,  from 
their  pretending  to  difpoiTefs  haunted  Houfes,  by 
the  Dint  of  Spells  and  Forms  of  AVords.  Th  ey  iiaci 
nov/  got  a  new  Form  of  Words,  and  v/ere  going  to  work 
with  them  as  faft  as  they  could,  boafting,  no  doubt, 
great  Things  of  their  own  Pov/er.  And  indeed  they 
took  a  politic  Method  to  refemble  the  Apoitle,  had  they 
fucceeded  in  it ;  but  they  mifcarried  miferably,  as  will 
be  fhewn  anon. 

But  what  fhall  we  fay  of  fome  Moderns,  fmore  fhame- 
lefs  than  thefe  vagabond  y^-xtv)  who  will,  right  or  wrong, 
be  Succeffors  to  the  Apollles,  v/ithout  doing  any  thing 
that  is  Apoftolic,  but  what  every  reafonable  Man  may 
do  as  well  ?  They  {hew  no  Signs  hut  thofe  of  Grace- 
lefnefs  and  Pride  and  do  no  Wonders  but  in  the  Luxu- 
ry of  their  Lives. 

And  there  ^j^ere  fen: en  Sons  of  one  Sceva,  a  Jew,  and 
Chief  of  the  Pricfts,  n.vhich  did  jo,  v,  14.  More  Mimickers 
of  Miracles  !  We  fee  the  Trade  w^as  growing  fweet,  but 
the  Sauce  proved  four  ;  for  the  e^il  Spirit  anfivered  and 
faid,  ]q{\xs  I  knonv,  and  Paul  /  knew',  but  ivho  are  ye  F 
An  angry  and  contemptuous  Queftion,  but  full  of  good 
Senfe  ;  but  the  vvoril  follows  :  And  the  Man  in  <whom  the 
e'vil  Spirit  'ivas,  leapt  upon  them,  and  prevailed  againji 
them,  jo  that  Tl:>ey  Jled  out  of  that  Houfe  naked  and  njjound- 
ed, 

I.  Obferve, 
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1.  Obferve  here,  firil,  that  we  may  eafily  learn  what 
Power  Men  have  from  God,  by  their  Power  over  the 
Devil.  When  Paul  gave  the  Word  of  Command,  the 
Devil  did  not  ftand  Ihilly-flially,  nor  pretend  to  parly 
with  one  who  was  employed  as  the  Lord's  General  a- 
gainft  the  Fo^er  of  Darknefs^  but  was  forced  to  march 
Bag  and  Baggage  ;  and  glad,  no  doubt,  that  he  could 
troop  off  in  a  whole  Skin. 

But  it  is  quite  otherv/ife,  when  Interlopers  and  Craftf- 
men,  in  hopes  to  make  a  Penny  of  Satan,  pretend  to  drive 
him  out  of  his  Quarters,  though  they  come  in  the  Name 
of  the  Lord.  I'he  Devil,  in  this  Cafe,  fets  up  a  Flag 
of  Defiance,  and  tells  them  they  are  Scoundrels  to  their 
Faces;  Who  are  ye  ?  Well  fpoken,  Satan!  They  were 
Vagabonds,  Jeixs,  and  Priejls,  and  the  Devil  chailifed 
them  accordingly  :  I'hey  fled  out  of  that  Honfe  naked  and 
lAJcunded.  The  Devil  got  the  Day,  and  remained  Ma- 
iler of  the  Field  and  the  Baggage  :  He  frenjailed againft 
them.  They  forged  a  Commiifion,  and  the  Lord  Jefus, 
whofe  Name  they  abufed,  would  not  Hand  by  them. 

2.  Let  us  here,  zdly,  my  Friends,  think  it  no  Shame 
to  learn  a  Leilcfn  from  the  Devil,  and  take  no  Man's 
Word,  who  pretends  to  command  us  in  Matters  of 
Faith,  and  fpiritual  Obedience,  though  he  come  in  the 
Name  of  the  Lord.  Let  us  examine  him  iirft,  and  try 
our  own  Strength  upon  them.  Who  are  ye  ?  A  pat 
Queilion,  and  a  proper  !  Let  us,  beloved,  never  lofe 
fight  of  it,  efpeciaily  when  any  Man  would  controul 
our  Belief.  Be  not  determined  by  outfide  Shape  and 
Colour.  A  long  Gown  may  cover  an  Exorcif,  but  let 
us  peep  into  his  infide^  fearch  his  Life  and  Principles  ; 
let  us  try  whether  he  is  an  Apoflie  in  his  Heart,  and  his 
Actions ;  and  if  he  be  not,  let  us  defpife  him  ;  yea,  let 
us  pre^jail  againji  him. 

3.  Obferve,  3^7);,  what  great  and  folemn  Rogueries  are 
carried  on  in  the  Name  of  Chrift  and  his  Apoflles  ; 
even  Conjurers  and  Formalifts  reap  their  Harveil:,  as  it 
were,  with  the  Sickle  of  the  G  ofpel.  And  if  fuch  bold 
Cheats  could  be  pradifed,  as  it  were,  under  this  great 
Apoftle's  Nofe,  what  may  not  be  done  now  he  is  fo  far 
off?  How  mzny  Ex  orcijis,  how  many  Sons  ofSce^a,  trow 
ye,  have  we,  at  this  Time,  among  us,  and  in  this  in- 
lightened 
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lightened  ProteftaHt  Country  ?  Great  Numbers,  God 
wot !  yea,  great  Societies.  Every  Man,  who,  in  the 
Name  of  Chriil,  or  Paul,  claims  to  himfelf  Gain  or 
Dominion,  is  a  Son  of  Sce<va,  and  can  be  no  guard  a- 
gainil  the  Devil,  who  defpifes  him.  Jiidge  ye  now 
what  Swarms  we  have  ! 

4 .  Obferve  from  hence,  j\.thly  and  laftly,  the  true  Rea- 
fon  of  the  great  V/ickednefs  which  is  in  the  World ; 
namely,  becaufe  we  maintain  an  Army  againft  the  De- 
vil, of  whom  he  llandeth  not  in  Awe.  In  the  iirll:  Ages 
he  was  driven  out  of  the  Corner,  and  now  he  polTeifes 
every  Corner ;  for  why  ?  they  had  Apoilles,  and  we 
have  the  S022S  of  Sceva. 

And  many  that  believed  came,  and  confejjed,  and  Jhe'vjed 
their  Deeds,  v.  18.  that  is,  many  who  had  been  deluded 
and  mifled  by  thefe  reverend  Deceivers,  were  now  un- 
deceived. 

And  many  alfo  of  them  <which  ufed  curious  Ai'ts,  brought 
their  Books  together,  and  burnt  them  before  all  Men  \  and 
they  counted  the  Price  of  them,  and  found  it  fifty  thoufand 
Pieces  of  Sil^-ver,  v.  19. 

How  fertile  muft  the  World  then  have  been  in  my- 
fterious  and  conjuring  Books  !  What  Syftems  of  Non- 
fenfe  and  Knavery  mull  have  been  here  !  What  Glof- 
fes.  Commentaries,  and  Riddles  !  For  we  may  be  fure, 
my  Beloved,  thefe  were  not  Books  of  ufeful  Know- 
lege  and  Learning,  or  Books  that  taught  Virtue  and 
Morality,  fmce  fuch,  without  doubt,  the  Apoille  would 
have  preferved  :  But  they  were  juggling  and  conjuring 
Books,  fuch  as  contained  Heathen  Traditions,  with  falie 
Miracles,  and  falfe  Do6lrines,  and  were  probably  full 
of  metaphyfical  Diilindlions,  and  the  controverfial  Di- 
vinity of  thofeDays  ;  fuch  as  Bundles  of  foolilh  Ser- 
mons, Pagan  Syftems,  Articles  of  their.  Faith,  Formu- 
laries, lying  Myfteries,  cabaliftical  Nonfenfe,  and  the 
High-Church  Pamphlets  of  that  Age ;  all  oppolite  to 
the  divine  Truths  uttered  by  PauL 

So  7nightily  greiv  the  Word  of  God,  and  prenjailed,  ver. 
20.  Take  Notice  here.  Men  and  Brethren,  that  the 
ready  Way  to  make  the  Word  of  God  grow  and  pre- 
va^,  was  to  burn  all  the  Priefts  Bpoks.  Oh,  my  Belov- 
ed, 
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cd,  that  our  Eyes  were  fo  opened  !  what  Fuel  fhould 
we  have  for  Bonfires  ! 

Nothing  occurs  remarkable  between  this  and  the  23d 
A^erfe,  which  tells  us,  that  the  fame  time  there  arofe  7io 
fmall  Stir  about  that  ]Vay\  And  then  follows  the  Rea- 
fon,  V.  24,  25,  26,  27.  Tor  a  certain  Man  named  Y^t.- 
metrius,  a  Sil'verffnith,  ^.vhich  ?nade  Silver  Shrines  for 
Diana,  brought  no  fmall  Gain  unto  the  Craftfmen,  ^ho7n. 
he  called  together,  ^tvith  the  Workmen  of  the  like  Occupa- 
tion, and  faidy  Sirs,  ye  kno^j  that  by  this  Craft  nve  hanje 
ojjr  Wealth  :  Moreo~der,  you  fee  and  hear,  that  not  alone 
at  Ephefus,  but  ahnoft  throughout  all  Aiia,  this  Paul* 
hath  pcrfuaded  and  turned  a<vjay  fnuch  People,  faying^ 
That  they  be  no  Gods  nj^hich  are  made  njjith  Hands  ;  fo  that 
not  only  this  our  Craft  is  in  Danger  to  he  fet  at  nought  ; 
but  alfo,  that  the  Temple  of  the  great  Goddefs  Diana  Jhould 
he  defpifed,  and  her  Magnificence  fhould  be  deflroyed^  <whQm 
all  Aiia  and  the  World  ^vojfhippeth. 

A  notable  Speech,  and  a  fair  ConfelTion  !  He  kept  a 
Shop  for  the  Deity,  and  got  a  World  of  Money  by  this 
godly  Trade  ;  and  rather  than  lofe  it,  he  will  oppofe 
Chriilianity,  and  maintain  his  Craft  againll  "Jefus 
Chrifi, 

This  mechanical  PrieU:,  and  his  Brethren,  Retainers 
to  Diana,  had  loH  many  kind  Cuilorners  by  Faul\  Preach- 
ing ;  their  holy  Gear  began  to  lie  upon  their  Hands  ; 
Folks  Eyes  were  opened,  and  the  Cheat  was  difclofed  : 
Upon  V,  hich  the  Reverend  Dr.  Demetrius,  and  the  whole 
Convocation  of  Prieils  and  Craftfmen,  refolve  to  accufe 
the  Apoille  as  an  Enc7;iy  to  the  Church,  and  an  Under- 
miner  of  its  Rights  and  Inferejis.    Sirs,  fays  Mr.  Prolo- 
cutor, ye  kno'vj  that  by  this  Craft  ^uje  ha^ve  our  Wealth. 
"  Nov/,  if  this  Paul  goes  on  to  perfuade  People,  as  he 
does,  that  all  our  Gain  is  built  on  Deceit,  and  that 
our  Trade  is  of  human  Inftitution,  our  Fundion  will 
fall  into  Contempt,  and  we  into  Beggary." 
All  this  was  artfully  addrelled  to  the  Intereft  and  Ava- 
rice of  his  Brother  Craftfmen,  who  fharing  the  Benefit  of 
the  Cheat,  and  living  plentifully  upon  Ecckfiaftical  Re- 
venues of  the  eftabliHied  Church  of  Diana,  had  Motives 
fufiicient  to  engage  them  in  the  Defence  of  the  faid 
Church  and  Cheat. 

Vol.  II.  L  Now 
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Now  he  has  a  Knack  for  catching  the  Bigots,  by  tel- 
ling them  what  Danger  there  was  of  the  Church  ;  and 
left  the  Temple  of  the  great  Gcddefs  Diana  Jkoiild  he  defpifcd^ 
£ind  her  Magnificence  he  defiroyed,  ^jhotn  all  Afia  and  the 
World  njjorjhipped.  What  pity  it  was,  that  fo  pure  and 
primitive  a  Church,  and  the  moft  orthodox  and  bell  con- 
ilituted  Church  in  all  Jfia,  Ihould  be  in  fuch  piteous 
Danger  ! 

1.  Obferve  here,  frft,  dearly  Beloved,  what  falfe 
Knaves,  and  godlefs  Inlidels,  thefe  prieftly  Crew  were. 
If  they  believed  that  their  Miftrefs,  the  Goddefs,  who 
had  indeed  the  beft  accuftomed  Church  in  all  Jfia,  was 
as  great  as  they  pretended  her  to  be,  why  did  they  mif-. 
truft  her  Power  to  proted  her  own  Grandeur,  and  defend 
lierfelf  ?  Efpecially  againft  afmgle  Man,  whom  they  re- 
prefented  as  an  Enemy  to  the  Gods  and  their  Church, 
and  who/  was  confequently  the  more  eafily  to  be  defeat- 
ed or  deftroyed  ?  But  if  they  knew  her  unable  to  defend 
her  Divinity,  and  fupport  her  Church,  with  them,  her 
Priefts,  and  Tradefmen ;  then  were  they  in  reality  Cheats 
and  Unbelievers,  though  outwardly  grave  and  zealous 
Votaries. 

2.  Take  Notice,  in  the  2d  Place,  of  the  wide  Differ- 
ence that  there  is  between  thefe  High  Priefts  Church, 
and  the  Bible  Church  !  The  Priefts  Church  being  a 
Trading  Cliurch,  and  Money  being  her  End,  and  Gri- 
mace her  Ware,  which  were  the  Source  of  their  Autlio- 
rity  and  Reverence  ;  whatever  enlightened  the  People, 
marred  the  Market  of  the  Priefts.  By  this  Craft  ifje 
hanje  our  Wealth :      Wliile  we  can  by  Bawling  and  Ly- 

ing  put  off  our  Trumpery  for  Religion,  it  will  always 
*^  fell  well  ;  otherwife  it  will  not  be  worth  a  Groat  ; 

let  us  contend  for  our   Trumpery,   and  cry,  The 

Church  !  "  Accordingly  we  £nd  the  Auditory  in  the 
TJext  Verfe  aftually  practifmg  the  Advice  given  them  by 
this  High-Church  Preacher,  and  roaring  for  Diana  of 
Bphefus ;  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing.  For  the  Church, 
By  this  Craft  ^we  ha^e  our  Wealth, 

This,  my  Friends,  was  the  Spirit  of  the  Priefts  Church, 
fo  oppofite  to  that  of  the  Bible-Church ;  which  being 
founded  upon  a  Rock,  fears  neither  Rain,  nor  Storms, 
nor  Diffenters,  nor  Falfe  Brethren  ;  yea,  fhe  is  founded 
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upon  a  Rock,  n-Mch  Reck  is  Chriji  ;  and  whoever  trufts 
in  him,  and  believes  the  Scripture,  cannot  think  his 
Church  in  Danger.  Indeed  if  his  Church  is  founded  up- 
on Hoods,  and  Caps,  and  Cringes,  and  Forms,  and 
fihhy  Lucre,  he  may  well  dread  the  Judgment  of  God, 
and  the  Reafon  of  Man  ;  for  they  are  both  againil  him 
and  his  Do^ciy,  and  his  Church  will  totter  as  foon  as 
ever  common  Senfe  takes  it  by  the  Colla?^  By  fearing 
for  the  Superllrudure,  he  owns  the  Foundation  to  be 
fandy.    By  this  Craft  ^uje  hwve  our  Wealth, 

Thefe  Craftf?nen  keep  a  Rout  about  the  Danger  of 
their  Church.  Why,  my  Brethren,  it  ought  to  be  in 
Danger,  like  a  forry  Bundle  of  Inventions  and  Gim- 
cracks,  as  it  was.  But  for  the  pure,  the  primitive 
Church  of  Chrift,  the  Gates  of  Hell  Jhall  not  pre^mil 
agauift  it.    Yea,  the  Craftf  ne7z  (hall  not  prevail  againil 

it,  who  are  the  foreft  Enemies  which  it  ever  had  It  is 

founded  upon  a  Rock.  Paul  does  not  once  complain,  in  all 
the  New  Teftament,  that  his  Church  was  in  Danger,  nor 
docs  any  other  of  the  Apoftles  or  Evangelills.  Hea^ven 
and  Earth  J}?all  pafs  atvay,  hut  the  Word  of  the  L  ^rd 
abide th  for  ever.  What  fay  our  Craftfmen  to  this  ?  Ei- 
ther they  know  it  not,  or  believe  it  not.  Paul,  when- 
ever he  mentions  Dangers  or  Perils,  in  his  Epiftles,  means 
Perils  to  his  own  Perfon  :  Nor  did  he,  by  his  own  Per- 
fon,  ever  in  all  his  Life,  mean  the  Church.  But  Paul 
had  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  he  was  no  Craftf/nan, 

We,  my  Beloved,  who  are  Chriftians,  truft  to  the  Ve- 
racicy  of  God,  that  he  will  for  ever  defend  the  holy  Re- 
velation that  he  has  given  us.  Let  us,  on  our  Part,  treat 
it  as  becomes  its  Dignity  and  omnipotent  Author.  Let 
us  not  turn  our  Religion  into  a  Play,  nor  dilhonour  it 
with  Baubles,  as  the  Manner  of  the  Popifh  Craftfmen  is, 
who  convert  their  Churches  into  Puppet-fhews  and  Mu- 
fic-meetings ;  and  then,  when  they  are  laughed  at,  cry 
they  are  in  Danger.  Pretty  Fellows !  to  raife  our  Mirth 
whether  we  will  or  ho,  and  then  make  us  choak  ourfelves 
to  keep  it  in.  Their  Craft  is  in  Danger  to  he  fet  at  nought. 
They  know  its  Value,  and  quake  left  other  People  Ihould 
know  it  too.  Oh  the  Impudence  of  Craftfmen  I  how 
boldly  they  mock  God,  and  in  his  Name  pick  Pockets ! 
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3.  Let  us  obferve,  my  Brethren,  that  the  Chri- 
ilian  Religion,  which  prevailed  againft  all  the  Powers  of 
the  World,  cannot  be  in  Danger  from  all  the  Powers  of 
the  World  :  And  every  Church  may  be  in  Danger  but  a 
Chrillian  Church.  Let  us  praife  the  Lord,  my  Chriftian 
Friends,  that  our  Church  is  fafe. 

Proceed  we  now  to  the  28  th  Verfe  :   Jnd  nvben  they 
heard  thefe  Sayi}igs  they  <~a-ere  full  of  Wrath ^  and  cried  oiity 
faying^  Great  is  Diana  of  the  Ephefians. 

1.  We  may  remark  here,  i//,  my  Friends,  the  violent 
Efieds  of  a  hot  Sermon,  however  abfurd  and  villainous. 
Here  is  Dr.  Demetrius,  whofe  Craft  was  all  his  Religion, 
lugs  Heaven  into  a  Difpute  about  his  Trade,  and  tacks 
the  Salvation  of  his  Hearers  to  the  Gain  which  he  made 
of  his  Shrines ;  yet  this  awakened  no  Indignation  in  the 
feduced  and  ill-judging  Auditory  ;  but  ftrait  they  njjej-e 
full  of  Wrath,  and  cried  out,  faying.  Great  is  Diana  of  the 
Ephefians  :   The  Church  !  the  Church  ! 

2.  zdly.  We  may  remark,  thc.t  Ignorance  is  the  Mo- 
ther of  Zeal.  They  ^ojere  full  of  Wrath.  For  what  ? 
Why  for  Diana  ofEphefus.  A  God  created  by  a  Stone- 
cutter ;  an  infenfible  Piece  of  Rock,  guarded  by  a  Band 
of  Priefts,  who,  hard  as  it  was,  picked  a  fine  Livelihood 
out  of  it.  But  Paul  had  opened  fome  Mens  Eyes,  and 
the  Loaves  began  to  come  in  but  flowly.  This  enraged 
the  Craftfmen,  and  they  enraged  the  People.  ^  The  Priefts 
loil  Cuflomers,  and  the  People  loft  their  Senfes.  Such  is 
the  power  of  Delufion  over  dark  and  llavifh  Minds  !  Let 
but  the  Prieft  point  at  a  Windmill,  and  cry  the  Church  is 
falling,  his  Congregation  will  venture  their  Brains  to 
ilop  the  Sails.  What  a  rare  Army  does  Zeal  raife,  when 
Religion  and  Reafon  do  not  fpoil  the  Mufter,  or  ftop 
their  March  ? 

The  next  is  the  2Qth  Verfe  ;  And  the  nvhole  City  ^was 
filled  ^ith  Confufon  ;  and  hanging  caught  Gains  and  Ari- 
ftarchus,  Men  ^'Macedonia,  PauPj  Companions  in  Travel^ 
they  rufed  nAjith  one  Accord  into  the  Theatre, 

And  the  '^uohole  City  ^as  filled  ixith  Confufoit,  Who 
doubts  it,  when  Church  was  the  Cry,  and  the  Priefts  had 
begun  it  ?  Give  them  but  their  Way,  and  allow  them 
but  to  alTert  their  own  Claims,  they  will  quickly  turn  all 
things,  human  and  divine,  topfy-turvy.  Here  is  a  whole 

City 
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City  thrown  Into  ConfuHon,  purely  becaufe  a  Branch  of 
the  prieftly  Trade,  infamous,  forged  and  irreligious,  v/as 
like  to  fall  before  the  Word  of  God  preached  by  FauL 

ijiy  This  fhews,  Sirs,  that  there  is  nothing  fo  lyings 
and  fo  vile,  that  they  will  not  juftify.  They  knew  that 
their  Church  was  a  Creature  of  their  own  compofing  ; 
that  the  Worihip  performed  in  it  was  burlefque  Worlhip;. 
contrived  by  themfelves,  and  paid  to  a  fenfelefs  Image ; 
and  they  knew  that  the  whole  was  an  impudent  Delu- 
fion,  framed  by  huiuan  Invention,  And  yet,  you  fee, 
my  Beloved,  how  they  raife  Heaven  and  Earth  in  De-- 
fence  of  their  Forgeries  and  Superilitions.  Not  a  Tittle 
will  they  part  with,  not  a  Shrine,  not  a  Ceremony.  No^ 
rather  than  this,  they  publiih  Lies,  they  deceive  the 
People,  they  decry  fober  Piety,  they  raife  a  Sedition, 
and  confound  all  things.  By  this  Craft  <v;e  hwve  our 
Wealth, 

2.  Behold  here,  idly,  the  different  Behaviour  of  Truth 
and  Fallhood  ;  or,  in  other  Words,  of  Paul  and  the 
Craftfmen  !  When  Men  contend  for  Truth,  they  do  it 
calmly,  becaufe  they  are  fure  it  will  fupport  itfelf.  But: 
Error,  confcious  of  its  weak  Foundation,  flies  inftantly, 
for  Support,  to  Rage  and  Oppreifion.  Paul  reafons 
peaceably  and  powerfully  ;  Demetrius  deceives,  fcolds^ 
and  raifes  a  Mob.  But  I  defy  the  Craftfmen  to  lliew 
me  one  Mob  of  Paul's  raifing  in  all  the  New  Telia » 
ment. 

The  Apojjle  wanted  no  Mob ;  he  neither  blended  Po- 
litics nor  Gain  with  his  Doftrine  ;  he  had  no  fadious 
Defigns ;  he  meddled  not  with  human  Affairs;  he  taught 
Peace,  and  he  practifed  it ;  he  had  no  Grimace  to  fup- 
port ;  no  mock  Reverence  to  acquire  or  defend  ;  he  ab-» 
horred  pious  Fraud,  and  expofed  it  ;  he  fhewed  the 
People  the  manifeft  Truths  of  the  Gofpel,  and  of  Rea- 
fon,  and  that  prefently  opened  their  Eyes  to  fee  the  im- 
pious Delufions,  and  bold  Impofitions  of  the  reigning 
Priefts ;  and  hence  began  the  Rage  of  Dr.  De??ietrius  and 
his  Mob. 

3.  From  this  you  may  learn,  3^/^,  my  Friends,  that 
one  Man,  with  Truth  on  his  Side,  is  enough  to  frighten 
a  whole  Army,  yea,  a  whole  Hierarchy  of  Craftfrnen^ 
and  to  defeat  them,  if  he  has  but  a  fair  Hearing,  You 
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fee  alfo  the  gracelefs  Methods  that  red-hot  High  Priefls 
take  to  confute  fuch  a  Man  :  Firfl:,  they  drefs  him  up  as 
an  Atheift,  and  an  Enemy  to  the  Church,  and  then  fet 
the  Mob  upon  him  5  for  the  Law  was  not  againll  Pauly 
as  we,  fhali  fee  prefently,  and  yet  they  meant  to  deftroy 
Paul  againfl  Law.  An  implacable  Tribe !  No  Power 
can  fatisfy  them,  that  has  either  Mercy  in  it,  or  Bounds 
to  it :  Craft  is  their  Calling,  and  Lyes  and  Violence  the 
Tools  of  their  Trade. 

Oh,  my  Chriftian  Friends !  what  Wolves  are  Men, 
yea,  what  Wolves  are  Priefts,  when  they  have  hardened 
themfelves  againit  the  Grace  of  God  ?  Without  Meek* 
nefs  and  Peace  there  can  be  no  fuch  thing  as  the  Fear  of 
the  Lord  ^  Witnefs  Dr.  Demetrius^  and  thofe  that  are 
like  him,  Let  us  pray  for  their  Amendment,  that  it 
would  pleafe  the  Lord  to  take  away  their  reprobate 
Mind, 

J7id halving  caught  Gaius  Ariftarchus,  Men  ^Ma- 
cedonia, PaulV  Campanions  in  Tra^^el^  they  rujked 'with  cm 
Accord  into  the  'Theatre, 

Gaius  and  Ariftarchusj  Diflenters  to  be  fure,  and  Non- 
conformiil  Preachers  I  Men  of  Macedonia  \  Foreigners 
too,  ever  the  Averfion  of  High-Church  I  Pauls  Compa^ 
nions  in  T ra^^el.  How  !  bare  Companions  ?  Methinks 
that  is  fomething  familiar,  unlefs,  perhaps,  they  were 
Lords  Archbifhops  of  fome  Country  where  they  did  not 
xefide.  But  Paul^  you  fee,  had  no  fpiritual  Pride,  nor 
received  his  Fellow-Chriftians  upon  the  Knee,  as  fome 
who  pretend  to  be  his  SuccelTors  at  Romcy  and  elfe where, 
do  in  our  Days. 

They  rujhed  'with  one  Accord  into  the  Theatre*  Ay,  they 
had  got  their  Prey,  a  Brace  of  "Non-cons^  and  carried 
them  into  the  Play-houfe  to  bait  them.  What  hooping 
and  hallooing,  I  warrant  ye,  about  the  two  godly  Chri- 
ilians  ?  Hov/  many  Fanatics,  think  ye,  they  were  called, 
gnd  Diflurbers  of  the  Peace  of  DiancC^  High-Church  ? 
poubtlefs  they  were  charged  with  writing  Books  and  Pa- 
pers againft  Diana's  Clergy,  and  the  eflabliflied  Gew- 
gaws ;  and  perhaps  Pazd  was  fufpeded  for  having  a 
Hand  in  them,  and  fome  of  his  Epiilles  were  produced 
to  make  good  the  Charge.  Well  1  here  they  are,  the 
Priefts  their  Accufers,  the  Mob  their  Judges,  and  Truth 

their 
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their  Crnne  !  Men  and  Wickednefs  are  ilill  the  fame  ; 
we  have  feen  the  like  in  our  Times. 

j^fid  n.vhe?i  Paul  uoould  hanje  entered  in  unto  the  Pecpley 
the  Difciples  fuffered  him  not,  ver.  30.  Here  is,  on  one 
hand,  the  Boldnefs  of  a  Man,  who  has  God  for  his 
Guide,  and  on  the  other,  the  Prudence  of  Men,  who 
knew  the  Mercy  of  Priefls  and  Mobs.  And  therefore 
certain  of  the  Chief  of  Afia,  njjhich  uijere  his  Friends^  fent 
ujito  him,  dc firing  hi?n  that  le  ivould  not  ad^uenture  hi?n- 
felfifito  the  Theatre, 

The  3  2d  Verfe  is  pregnant  with  Inftru(5lion  :  Some 
therefore  cried  07ie  things  and  fome  another  ;  for  the  Affem- 
bly  luas  conffed,  and  the  more  Fart  k?2e^  not  ^^herefore 
they  nxere  co?ne  together. 

Some  cried  one  things  and fome  ar other.  The  true  Ge  - 
nius of  a  Rabble,  led  by  their  Prieflis  and  their  Paffions, 
againil  Peace  and  againft  Religion  !  They  are  united  in 
their  Zeal  to  do  Mifchief,  but  they  differ  how  they  fhall 
go  about  it.  They  are  for  the  Church.  Diana  Church, 
k  is  true  \  and  fiiew  it  by  Rage  and  Noife  :  But  they 
are  under  no  Rules,  except  the  general  one  taught  them 
by  the  Craftfrnen,  namely,  to  be  fierce  for  the  Church, 
againft  the  Apoflle  ;  for  the  reft,  every  Man  is  his  own 
Mader,  and  every  Man  will  be  heard  fir  ft, 

A  rare  Pi6lure  for  our  prefent  Mob,  headed  by  one 
of  themfelves  in  a  Gown ;  I  mean,  our  modern  Deme- 
trius. I  think  the  Man  is  no  great  Craft/man  ;  but  he 
has  got  Diana  in  his  Head,  and  he  himfelf  is  in  the 
Head  of  the  Rabble  :  But,  as  to  the  Point  of  Under- 
ftanding,  v^e  may  throw  him  and  his  Rabble  together 
into  one  ftiort  Prayer,  and  cry  with  our  blefTed  Lord, 
when  the  Jewcijh  Priefts  were  putting  him  to  Death,  for 
bearing  Witnefs  againft  their  carnal  Inventions,  their 
Hypocrify,  and  their  Cruelty  ;  Father^  forgi^ve  them  ; 
for  they  knonjj  not  n/jhat  they  do, 

The  Afkmhly  ^tx:as  co? fifed.  There  was  no  Order,  no 
Reafon,  no  Moderation  among  them.  The  very  Type 
of  our  High-Church  Mob  again  !  And  the  more  Fart 
kreuj  net  n^vherefore  they  'vjere  co??ie  together  ;  that  is,  tho' 
as  I  faid  bcjfore,  they  came  determined  to  do  Mifchief, 
yet  they  were  at  a  Lofs  what  Species  of  it  to  go  about, 
till  their  General,  the  Prieft,  gave  them  the  Word.  Oh, 
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my  Beloved,  let  us  lament  the  horrible  State  of  thoCe 
poor  unregenerate  Souls,  whofe  Pallors  feed  them  with 
Poifon  inilead  of  the  Food  of  Life,  and  teach  them 
Rage  inftead  of  Religion.  Take  Warning,  Sirs,  I  fay 
unto  you,  take  Warning  ;  beware  of  Diana,  and  her 
Qraftfmen  ;  and  cleave  to  your  Bibles,  as  you  love  your 
Souls. 

j^nd  they  drenv  Alexander  out  of  the  Multitude^  the]t\^^ 
(the  believing  ye^s)  putting  him  forward.  Jnd  Alex- 
ander beckoned  <with  his  Hand,  and  nvould  ha<ve  made  his 
Defence  unto  the  People,  But  ivhen  they  hieuo  that  he 
nvas  a  Jew  (that  is,  a  believing  Je^ )  ail  nMith  one  Voicgy, 
€ihout  the  Space  of  t<wo  Hours,  cried  out.  Great  is  Diana  of 
the  Ephefians  !  ^ver,  33?  34. 

Was  there  ever  fuch  a  Couple  of  Twin*cafes  as  theirs 
and  ours!  Verily,  our  High-Church  Bigots  and  Raga- 
jiiuiHns  are  the  undoubted  Defcendants  of  DiancCs  T ories 
at  Ephefus  fixteen  hundred  Years  ago.  Nor  is  the  Breed 
one  vvliit  mended  ;  they  are  ftill  the  Black-guard  of  the 
Craftfmen,  blind,  outrageous,  and  loud. 

W^e  too,  my  Brethren,  v/ould,  like  the  good  Alex- 
ander  in  my  Text,  make  our  Defence  unto  the  People  ; 
and  they  will  not  hear  us.  Pray  mark  the  different 
Manner  of  our  difputing  from  theirs,  and  the  contrary 
Arguments  we  ufe  'we  appeal  to  the  Bihls  ;  they  cry 
the  Church  !  and  anfwer  the  Word  of  the  Lord  with  a 
Brickbat :  Oh  horrible  ! 

Great  is  Diana  of  the  Ephefians !  High-Church  for 
ever  I  and  'tis  likely  they  (wore  to  it.  This  was  the 
Cry  for  the  Space  of  t^^vo  Hours,  Poor  Souls  !  it  was  all 
that  they  could  fay,  and  all  that  their  Priells  had  taught 
them  to  fay,  Great  is  Diana  of  the  Ephefians  !  Was 
ever  Church  more  pithily  defended  !  Certainly  the  Craftf 
?nen  of  our  Days  have  learned  their  Logic  from  their 
Ephefian  Predeceffors.  Great  is  Diana  of  the  Ephefians  ! 
I  have  heard  a  Sermon,  a  full  Hour  long,  upon  the 
fame  Subje<5l,  and  yet  not  more  faid,  nor  better. 

You  have  already,  my  Beloved,  heard  two  Speeches, 
one  from  the  Craftfmen,  and  the  other  from  the  Mob. 
Dr.  Demetrius  being  in  the  Chair,  tells  his  Brethren  of 
the  Trade,  that  by  his  Craft  (obferve,  by  this  Craft !  ) 
they  had  thdr  Wtalth.  This  is  the  firil  Part  of  his  Ser- 
mon % 
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ir.on  ;  and  in  troth,  he  puts  the  beft  Leg  foremoft,  and 
ufes  his  flrongell  Argument  firfl: :  He  fairly  puts  the 
Strefs  of  his  Faith  upon  the  ready  Rhino^  and  in  the  very 
JDawn  of  his  Difcourfe,  fhews  himfelf  to  be  orthodox, 
I  dare  fay,  the  whole  Convocation  was  convinced.  He 
has,  however,  a  rare  Gudgeon  behind  for  the  Mob  ; 
and  what  fhould  that  be,  trow  ye,  but  a  Charge  of  He- 
refy  againfl  Paul  P  The  Apoflle  had  the  AfTurance  to 
publilh,  forfooth,  that  t/:?ey  he  no  Gods  ^hich  are  7nade 
^uuith  Rands :  Terrible  Atheifm  againft  the  eftablifhed 
Divinity  !  and  you  fee  what  a  bitter  Spirit  it  raifed. 

This,  my  Friends,  v/as  the  Prieft's  Speech  or  Sermon : 
Now,  hear  the  Mob*s  Speech  once  more  ;  for  it  is  a  Ra- 
rity, as  we  fay  in  Berk/hire^  Why  they  cried  out  till 
their  Throats  were  jaded.  Great  is  Diana  of  the  Epheii- 
ans  ;  and  lugged  a  Couple  of  painful  Diffenting  Mini- 
ilers  into  the  Bear-Garden,  where  I  am  forry  we  muft 
leave  them  to  the  Mercy  of  High- Church  Men. 

Now,  my  Chriflian  Friends,  you  fhall  hear  a  third 
Speech,  which  by  his  Konedy,  Moderation,  and 
good  Senfe,  will  refrefh  you  after  all  the  Knavery  and 
Impudence  in  the  Craftf?neny  and  all  this  Sottilhnefs  and 
Fury  in  the  People. 

And  ivhen  the  To'vjn-Clerk  had  appeafed  the  People,  he 
faidy  Te  Men  of  Ephefus,  nx)hat  Man  is  there,  that  knonM^ 
eth  not  honjj  that  the  City  of  the  Ephefians  is  a  Worjhipper 
of  the  great  Goddefs  Diana,  and  of  the  Image  ivhich  fell 
do'wn  from  Jupiter  ?  Seeing  then  that  thefe  Things  caainot 
he  fpoken  againfl,  ye  ought  to  he  quiet,  and  do  nothing  ra/b' 
ly :  For  ye  hanje  hr ought  hither  thefe  Men,  nvhich  are  nei* 
ther  Bobbers  of  Churches,  nor  yet  Blafphemers  of  your  God- 
defs. Wherefore,  if  Demetrius,  and  the  Craftfmen  ivhiah 
are  njjith  him,  ha've  a  Matter  againfl  any  Man,  the  La<vj 
is  open,  and  there  are  Deputies  :  Let  them  implead  one  anQ- 
ther,  yer.  35,  36,  37,  38. 

This  is  the  Speech  of  a  Layman,  and  a  Lawyer !' 
Think  ye  not,  my  Friends,  that  he  was  a.  Low-Church 
Man  ?  I  wot  he  was. 

Seeing  then  that  thefe  Things  cafinot  he  fpoken  againfl » 
Right,  Mr.  Town-Clerk!  their  dowdy  Image  was  efta- 
blifhed  by  Law ;  and  if  it  had  been  a  Broom-ftick,  it 
would  have  had  the  Priefls  on  its  Side,  aud  muft  have 
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been  worfhipped  :  Where  the  Carcafe  is,   there  wll  the 
Ranjejts  he  gathered  together. 

Ye  ought  to  he  quiet ^  and  to  do  nothhig  rajhly.  So  they 
would,  if  the  Priefts  had  let  them  alone.  But  the  Craftf- 
men had  goaded  their  Sides  with  the  Cry  of  the  Church, 
till  the  poor  Reprobates  were  ftark  mad. 

What  Man  is  there ,  that  knonxeth  not,  kc.  Why,  every 
body  knew,  that  Madam  Diana's  Palace  at  Ephefus  had 
more  Superftition  and  Peter -^qhqq  paid  to  it,  and  confe- 
quently  had  a  greater  Swarm  of  Chaplains,  than  all  the 
Pivinity-Shops  of  Jfia  befides.  She  had  Men  and  Mo- 
ney of  her  Side.  What !  could  not  all  this  fecure  her  ? 
No  j  her  Bully-boys  were  afraid  of  Jefus  Chrift^  and 
two  or  three  DilTenting  Teachers,  his  Servants. 

And  the  Image  'which  fell  donjon  from  Jupiter.  Fell 
down  from  Jupiter  !  what  great  Lyars  fome  Priells  are, 
my  Beloved  !  They  will  needs  fetch  all  their  Fables,  and 
filthy  Ware,  out  of  Heaven  itfelf ;  and  yet  who  has  lefs 
Intereft  there  ?  Their  very  Ballads  and  Raree-fhews  are 
fathered  upon  Divine  Right.  Qh,  Sirs,  the  brazen 
Front  of  {ome  Men  !  The  Town- Clerk  here  conforms 
himfelf  to  their  Manner  of  fpeaking  :  But,  take  my 
Word  for  it,  the  Man  knew  better. 

The  Image  njuhich  fell  douun  from  Jupiter.  As  I  was 
juft  now  faying,  all  the  Priefts  Lumber  comes  from 
God ;  and  yet  they  are  feared  out  of  their  Wits,  left 
Men  fhould  take  it  from  them ;  as  if  God  could  not 
defend  his  own  Gifts  and  Inftitutions.  This  prepofterous 
Condu6l  bewrays  them.  Either  they  believe  not  in 
God,  or  know  that  they  belye  him :  Both  Cafes,  my 
Brethren,  are  very  common.  Whofoe^er  feareth  the 
Lordf  need  ?iot  fear  nxshat  Man  can  do  unto  hi^n. 

Mr.  Town- Clerk  proceeds  :  For  ye  ha^ve  hronght  hi- 
fher  thefe  Men,  ^hich  are  neither  Robbers  of  Churches^ 
TiOr  yet  Blafphemers  of  your  Goddefs, 

Well  urged,  If  the  Men  are  innocent,  why  do  you 
abufe  them  ?  If  they  preach  falfe  Do^lrine,  why  do 
ye  not  confute  them  ?  If  they  come  not  to  your 
**  Eftablifhed  Church,  why  do  ye  not  convince  them, 
*'  tha:t  they  ought  to  come  ?  Or,  becaufe  you  cannot 
anfwer  them,  do  ye  therefore  mob  them  }  It  is  plain, 
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"  that  the  honeH  Men  have  neither  ftolen  any  of  your 
"  Madam's  confecrated  Trinkets,  nor  called  her  Whore." 

Wherefore,  if  Demetrius,  and  the  Craftfmen  <ujhich 
are  ^ith  h'u7i,  ha^ve  a  Matter  againft  any  Man,  the  Laio 
is  cpen,  and  there  are  Deputies  :  Let  thein  implead  one 
another. 

Better  ftill  [   This  is  Reafoning  now  ;  a  Pra6lice 
which  the  Craftf7nen  do  not  care  for     the  Arm  of  Fleih 
is  their  befl  Argum.ent,  and  at  that  too  they  are  gene- 
rally laid  in  the  Dirt.       Gentlemen  (fays  the  Town- 
^'  Clerk)  it  is  evident,  that  ye  diftruft  your  Caufe,  by 
"  not  trufting  the  Merits  of  it  to  the  Law.    All  exter- 
nal  Advantages  are  for  you ;  ye  are  in  your  own 
"  Town  ;  ye  have  moil  Friends,  and  moft  Money  ; 
"  and  let  me  tell  you  too.  Gentlemen,  you  have  mofi: 
"  AiTurance ;  elfe  I  fhould  never  have  found  you  here 
bawling  for  your  Church,  and  breaking  the  Law,' 
and  to  your  eternal  Scandal,   befetting  with  your 
Numbers  a  few  harrjilefs  Men,  whofe  only  Arms  lie 
in  the  Innocence  of  their  Lives,  and  in  the  Force  of 
"  what  they  fay.  If  you  are  vanquifhed  at  thefe  Weap- 
ons,  have  the  Honefly  to  own  it,  or  for  Shame  be 
filent.    If  thefe  Men,  Gentlemen,  fpeak  againft  the 
"  Law,  why  punifh  ye  them  not  by  the  Law  ?  But  if 
ye  have  no  Law  againft  them,  neither  have  they  any 
TranfgrelTion." 

What  Anfwer,  trow  ye,  did  the  Craftf?nen,  or  the 
Calves,  the  Multitude,  make  to  this  ?  Why,  verily,  fuch 
an  Anfwer,  I  guefs,  as  they  are  wont  to  make  to  us  eve- 
ry Day  :  I  fupf  ofe  they  damned  him  for  a  Whig,  and  fo 
got  drunk,  and  went  home. 

Oh,  my  Friends,  the  deplorable  Condition  of  Men 
that  are  out  of  Chrift !  And  fuch  are  they  who  take  their 
Religion  from  the  Craftfmen.  The  Worlhippers  of  Dia-- 
na  would  have  been  as  outrageous  for  one  of  her  Beagles, 
had  the  Craftfmen  told  them,  that  the  Beagle  came  down 
from  Jupiter.  My  Brethren,  let  us  cleave  to  our  Bibles ; 
yea,  I  fay  unto  you,  let  us  cleave  to  our  Bibles. 

III.  I  come  now  to  my  third  and  laft  general  Head,, 
namely,  to  end  my  Difcourfe  with  a  fhort  Word  of  Ap- 
p  ication;  having,  as  I  went  along,  anticipated  myfelf, 
and  made  feveral  Obfcrvations  which  would  elfe  have 
arifen  patiy  here. 

L  6  The 
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The  great  Inference  I  lhall  make  is,  that  Craft/men,  or 
High 'Church  Men,  are  at  Odds  with  Confcience  and 
Truth,  and  afraid  of  them.  And,  indeed,  t<>  do  them 
jullice,  though  in  relation  to  God  and  Religion,  there  is 
lio  believing  what  they  fay  ;  yet,  whenever  they  reafon 
from  their  own  Interefts,  they  reafon  well :  By  this  Craft 
^je  ha<ve  cur  Wealth,  As  to  their  Flourifh  about  Diana, 
and  her  High-Church,  it  has  not,  in  point  of  Argument, 
common  Senfe  in  it.  All  they  aflert  is,  that  all  JJIa 
worlhipped  her ;  as  if,  becaufe  Diana  was  then  upper- 
mofl,  therefore  Jefus  Chrifi  ought  to  have  been  kept  un- 
dermoft :  They  could  not  ftand  Paul\  Logic  ;  he  appeal- 
ed to  Fads,  he  appealed  to  Reafon,  he  appealed  to  Con- 
icience. 

They  therefore  (that  is,  Diana's  High  Friefts,  or  the 
O^erfeers  of  her  Fopperies,  and  Fingerers  of  her  Gai?i ) 
form  a  Delign  to  opprefs  a  Man  whom  they  could  not 
anfwer.  There  was  no  bearing  it,  that  Men  fhould  be 
condiiiled  in  their  Religion  by  inward  Convi(ftion,  and 
tiie  Grace  of  God,  and  not  by  them,  who  had  no  Ad- 
var'.tage  from  either,  for  the  Support  of  their  Impofitions. 

Befide,  if  all  external  Trumpery  and  Grimace  in  Re- 
ligion were  certainly  ridiculous  and  vain,  as  the  Chriftian 
Religion  certainly  teaches ;  if  Poftures,  Cringes,  Shrines, 
Mufic,  and  the  like  bodily  Devotion,  were  fo  far  from 
iignifying  any  thing,  that  they  were  a  certain  and  perni- 
cious Contradidion  to  the  fimple  Inilitution  of  Jefus, 
whofe  Will  was  fulfilled  by  believing  in  him,  and  living 
well ;  then  were  the  Craftfmen  like  to  be  but  little  reve- 
renced, and  to  have  but  little  Cuilom  for  their  Shrines, 
and  their  fmall  Wares.  A  Prieft  dreffed  up  in  an  antic 
Coat,  and  making  Mouths  before  a  dead  Image,  would 
make  a  merry  Figure  before  the  People,  inftead  of  an 
awful  one,  as  formerly  and  in  the  midil  of  all  their  holy 
Hubbub  and  Solemnity,  a  Chriftian  need  but  afk  them 
one  ihort  Queflion,  Who  required  thefe  things  at  your 
Hand?  and  they  were  confounded. 

What  do  they  therefore  in  this  Cafe  ?  Do  they  defend 
the  Church-gear  by  Reafon,  or  by  Reafon  confute  Fatil  ? 
No  :  P/^z// alTerted,  that  that  they  he  no  Gods  ^-j.^hich  are 
■made  -njoith  Hands'^  the  moll  felf-evident  Truth  that  ever 
was'  averted  by  any  Man.  They  cannot  anfwer  it ;  nor 
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yet  will  they  own  themfelves  in  the  Wrong ;  but  they 
will  punifli  the  Apollle  for  being  in  the  Right.  Well,  in 
order  to  do  this,  do  they  go  to  Law  with  him  ?  Not  that 
neither  :  P^u/  and  his  Companions  had  offended  no 
Law  :  They  were  peaceable  Men,  they  were  loyal  Sub- 
jeds,  and  good  Livers :  They  were  Contenders  for  Vir- 
tue and  Piety  ;  and  they  had  not  uttered  a  Syllable  a- 
gainft  Dianas  Idol,  but  what  refulted  from  the  eternal 
Truths  which  they  delivered. 

What  Courfe  then  do  the  Craftftnen  take  with  them 
Wliy,  a  very  extraordinary  one  in  itfelf,  but  very  com- 
mon with  them ;  even  the  Courfe  of  unprecedented 
Power  and  Oppreifion.  They  were  chargeable  with  no. 
legal  Crime  :  All  their  OiFence  was,  that  they  enraged 
tRr  Craftpnen,  by  opening  the  Gofpel  Day-light  upon 
the  dark  Minds  of  the  milled  Multitude.  They  there- 
fore ihew  their  Rage,  and  have  the  innocent  Men  feized, 
and  deprived  of  their  Liberty,  without  the  Shadow  of 
any  legal  Procefs  againil  them.  Nay,  it  does  not  appear, 
that  they  had  found  a  Name  for  the  Crime  that  they  al- 
ledged  ,*  but  the  Men  were  confined  at  Random^  and 
probably /'K/  to  great  Charges, 

This  Ihews  their  Spirit ;  and  that  prieilly  Rage  will  be 
gratified  over  the  Belly  of  Truth,  of  Innocence,  of  Hu- 
manity, of  Law,  and  of  Religion  itfelf.  It  cannot  brook 
the  leaft  good  Office  done  to  human  Kind ;  all  its  Abfur- 
dities  are  facred  ;  and  yet  nothing  is  facred  enough  to 
mollify  or  rellrain  it,  ever  unforgiving,  ever  gnafhing 
its  Teeth.  Truth  will  perpetually  be  its  Foe,  and  there- 
fore it  will  perpetually  be  in  a  Flame. 

And  this  Ihews  too  the  Amiablenefs  of  an  oppoUte 
Spirit ;  I  mean,  the  amiable  Spirit  of  the  Gofpel.  Where 
did  ever  our  bleli'ed  Saviour,  who  held  all  Power  in 
Heaven  and  Earth,  and  could  command  Legions  of  An- 
gels ;  where,  or  when  did  he,  in  the  midft  of  Dangers, 
Oppofition,  and  Abufes,  ever  opprefs  or  punifh  even  his 
unbelieving  and  implacable  Enemies  ?  Where  did  ever 
Paid,  who  had  the  Power  and  Alhflance  of  the  Holy 
Ghod,  and  who  had  the  Power  and  AlTiflance  of  Mira- 
cles ;  where  and  when  did  he  ever  lliew  any  Refentment 
to  his  bittercfl  Foes  among  the  Jc^js,  or  his  moH  idola- 
trous Gainfayers  among  the  Q entiles  ? 

And 


And  what  Account  is  to  be  given  for  this  diametncat 
Oppofition  between  thefe  two  Spirits ;  I  mean  the  Spirit 
of  the  Gofpel,  and  the  Spirit  of  High  Prieils  ?  Why, 
none  but  this,  that  Chriji  and  his  Apoftles  fought  no 
Empire  but  over  Wickednefs  and  Error,  by  the  fole 
Means  of  Grace,  Gentlcnefs,  and  Perfuafion  ;  and  they 
who  have  oppofite  Ends  to  ferve,  muft  bring  them  about 
by  DeUifion,  Violence,  and  Force,  This,  I  will  main- 
tain, is  a  certain  Criterion  to  mark  out  Truth  and  Falf- 
hood,  and  true  and  falfe  Teachers  :  And  I  defy  all  the 
Prieils  upon  Earth  to  fliew,  that  the  internal  Religion  of 
ye/us  wants,  for  its  Stay,  or  its  Advancement,  the  ex- 
ternal Influence  of  worldly  Power.  It  was  always  pureil, 
and  flourifhed  moil,  when  all  human  Power  was  agaj^l 
it.  Slaves  and  Flypocrites  may  be  made  by  it  ^  but  Re- 
ligion rejoices  in  Liberty  and  Sincerity. 

When  Men  are  angry  in  Defence  of  their  Opinions, 
and  opprcfs  for  their  Sake,  let  them  not  belye  Chrift^ 
and  fay,  it  is  for  him  ;  but  let  their  PaiTions  be  made  to 
anfwer  for  what  nothing  but  their  PaiTions  can  produce. 
W^hy  muft  Ambition,  Avarice,  and  Revenge,  be  father- 
ed upon  Religion,  which  abhors  them  all  ?  Why  mull 
Bitternefs  and  Cruelty  be  laid  at  the  Door  of  the  Fa- 
ther of  Mercies  ?  Fudet  hrec  opprobria  nobis,  &c. 

We  cannot  bear  fach  Violence  offered  to  our  Reafon, 
and  our  Language,  as  any  longer  to  hear  Things  called 
by  wrong  and  unnatural  Names,  or  to  fee  barbarous 
and  impious  Adions  varnillied  over  with  holy  Colours, 
and  Godly  Pretences.  Its  gets  the  better  of  our  Pati- 
ence, and  is  an  Affront  to  our  Religion.  We  cannot 
find  Chrtjl  in  the  Adions  of  Belial ;  nor  can  w^e  fee  the 
/jo/y  Ma72  in  the  Oppreffor.  They  that  would  refemble 
Jefus  Chriji,  mull  do  as  he  did,  and  not  do  what  he  ne- 
ver did  I  and  they  who  will  in  any  Cafe  follow  the  re- 
ligious Meafures  taken  here  by  Idolaters  of  Biaiia,  in 
the  Cafe  of  Paul,  mull  forego  thfeirTitle  to  Chriftianity, 
and  argue  as  thefe  Idolaters  did.  By  this  Craft  njoe  ha^ve 
our  Wealth  :  And  then  the  Religion  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  will  not  be  profaned  in  their  Quarrel. 

But  why  feize  PauU  or  any  body  that  belonged  to 
him  ?  Is  one  Man  fuch  a  Terror  to  many,  that  he  mull: 
be  punifhed  before  it  appears  that  he  deferved  any 
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Punifhment  at  all,  and  before  he  is  heard  ?  Or,  is  it  dan- 
gerous to  hear  him  ?  And  are  they  afraid  of  his  Defence 
in  a  legal  T'rial,  as  much  as  of  his  Preaching,  and  of  his 
Reafoning  ? 

It  is  plain,  that  downright  Oppreffion,  that  is,  Power 
without  Law,  w  as  the  whole  Scope  of  their  Proceedings^ 
and  Revenge  their  only  Motive.  It  is  plain,  that  Paul 
was  not  running  away  :  His  whole  Bufmefs  was  to  pub- 
lifh  Truth ;  he  was  at  Ephefus  on  Purpofe ;  he  did  it 
every  Day ;  he  preached  in  Public  ;  he  taught  in  their 
Synagogues,  he  difputed  in  their  Schools  :  And  he  did 
all  this  fo  publicly  and  fo  efFedually,  that  the  Arch- 
Crajif?}ian  charges  hini  with  having  ferfuaded  ond  turned 
anxsay  much  People.  Ay,  that  griped  ;  his  Reafoning  pre- 
vailed, and  the  Craft  vv^as  in  Danger. 

Let  us  now,  my  Beloved,  mark  the  very  different  Si- 
tuation of  Paul  and  his  Adverfaries ;  they  were  in  Paf- 
feiuon  of  an  eflabliilied  Church,  and  of  all  its  Revenues^ 
and  of  the  Superilition  of  the  People,  who  run  mad  for 
the  Church  at  the  Pleafure  of  the  Pried.  The  Law,  no 
doubt,  v/as  partial  to  them,  being  made  by  Men  of  their 
own  Religion  and  the  Judges  and  Magiflrates  were  all 
of  the  fame.  The  People  were  of  Opinion,  that  their 
Church  was  of  divine  inftitution,  and  that  Heaven  was 
on  their  Side.  The  Philofophers,  and  all  they  who  go- 
verned their  Schools,  and  had  the  Education  of  Youth^ 
were  of  that  Church,  being  every  one  Heathens,  except 
perhaps  a  few,  who  judged  for  themfelves,  and  could 
diilinguifh  Natural  Religion,  inftituted  by  God,  from 
the  abfurd  Medley  of  Rituals,  invented  by  the  Priefls. 
The  Chriftian  Religion  was  as  yet  but  in  its  Infancy.  In 
fhort,  the  Craftjmen  governed  ali  Things ;  Earth  was  in 
their  PofTefnon,  and  Heaven  they  pretended  was  their 
Champion. 

Here  are  Securities  and  Advantages  enough  to  put 
Truth  out  of  Countenance,  had  Truth  been  amongll 
them.  In  reality,  fhe  wants  not  fo  many  :  But  Falfhood 
can  never  have  enough.  The  Craftjmen  knew  this,  and 
Hiewed  that  they  did  fo,  by  their  outragious  Behaviour. 

Let  us  now  view  PauU  and  fee  what  terrible  Arms  h^ 
bears,  that  are  fo  frightful  to  the  Craftfmen ;  he  was  a 
Stranger,  he  was  a  DifTcnter ;  he  had  no  Equipage  to 
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dazzle  People's  Eyes  ;  no  pompous  G  arments  to  wm  . 
their  Reverence,  nor  Wealth  to  bribe  their  AfFe6lions ; 
he  fought  no  Popularity,  by  indulging  Men  in  their 
Vices,  or  encouraging  them  in  their  Errors.     In  fliort, 
all  the  numerous  Advantages  of  his  Adverfaries,  the 
Prieils,  were  fo  many  Obflacles  and  Difadvantages  to 
him,  the  Apoftle.    To  conclude,  he  had  only  Truth  on 
his  Side  ;  v/hich  rendered  him  an  Over-match  for  all 
the  Priefls  then  in  the  W orld.    All  the  Privilege,  all  the 
Advantage,  v/hich  he  defired,  was  a  fair  Hearing.  This, 
it  feems,  he  had  obtained  of  the  Town  ;  and  it  had  its 
Efre(5l.    Here  was  his  Crime,  and  here  began  the  priefl- 
ly  Fury,  the  fierceft,  the  moft  briTtifh  of  all  others. 

Shamelefs  Men  !  Was  it  not  enough,  thatReafon  and 
Re'igion  were  both  againil  you ;  and  that  you  would 
neither  be  Profelytes  to  them  yourfelves,  nor  fufFer,  with 
your  Wills,  that  others  fhould  ;  but  muft  you  likewife 
be  proclaiming  their  invincible  Power,  and  your  own 
imbecility  and  Nakednefs,  by  virulently  ufmg  direct, 
undifguifed  Force,  to  Hop  their  Mouths  ?  What  Impu- 
dence !  What  Folly  ! 

V/hat  l  you  that  boafled  your  Conformity  to  the  Law, 
and  your  Eftablifhment  by  the  Law  !  that  you  were  the 
PoiTeiTors  of  all  Scholarfnip !  that  were  Proprietors  of 
the  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  of  the  great  Endowments 
given  for  their  Support !  you  that  inflruded  the  Young 
and  the  Old,  and  controuled  the  Confciences  of  both  !' 
you  that  were  the  facred  Adminiitrators  of  Religion  \ 
you  that  iliut  and  opened  Heaven  and  Hell !  you  that 
were  the  Privy-Counfellors  of  the  Gods !  In  the  Name 
of  Amazement  what  could  undermine  you  ;  what  could 
annoy  you  ?  Or,  if  you  are  not  hurt  yourfelves,  why  da 
you  opprefs  others  ?   By  this  Method  you  do  but  lhew\ 
your  cloven  Feet.  ^v^-e  knc-Lv,  and  Paul       kno^  y 

tut  W/^fl  are  ye  f 
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A  Serious  Expoftulation  with  the  Right  Re-- 
verefid  the  Lord  BiJJjop  of  London,  on 
his  Letter  to  the  Clergy  and  People  of 
London  and  Weftminfter. 

l^hofe  eighteen,  upon  nvhom  the  To^er  of  Siloam  fell  and 
feifj  them,  think  ye  that  they  'were  dinners  abc^e  ail 
Men  that  d'cvelt  in  Jerufalem  ?    Luke  xiii.  4. 

By  Thomas  Gordo  jE/|^ 
Anno  1750, 

My  LORD, 

THE  two  fucceffive  Shocks  of  an  Earthquake^ 
which  have  lately  alarmed  the  Cities  of  London 
and  Wefttninfer,  and  your  Lordfhip's  Letter  on 
the  Occafion  to  the  Clergy,  and  Inhabitants  of  thofe 
Cities,  have  led  me  to  fearch  into  Hillory  for  a  memo  - 
rable Inftance  of  greater  Calamities,  and  of  the  Condu(5l 
obferved  in  the  Midft  of  real  Defolation  by  a  celebrated 
fpiritual  Pallor,  who  afterwards  attained  to  the  Epifco- 
pal  Dignity.    In  that  melancholy  ^ra,  while  the  Na- 
tion, hngle,   and  unaliied,  was  ftruggling  with  three 
great  Powers  confederated  againft  her,  when  a  Peftilence 
had  exhaufled  the  City  of  Loiidon  in  1665,  and  a  Fire  in 
the  fubfequent  Year  had  laid  thirteen  thoufand  of  its 
Buildings  in  Allies  ;  that  very  City,  whofe  Zeal  in  pro- 
moting, but  a  few  Years  before,  a  Caufe  the  moft  ob- 
noxious to  the  Church,  had  merited  the  whole  Refent- 
ment  of  the  Clergy,  could  yet  draw  from  the  juflly  ad- 
mired Dr.  Sprat,   the  following  generous,   and  manly 
Confolation,  together  v/itb  the  moil  laboured  Applaufe, 
which  his  Eloquence  could  furnilh,  in  Honour  of  the 
Conllancy,  Magnanimity,  and  Vigour,  exerted  by  the 
Inhabitants,  both  in  fupporting,  and  repairing  the  heavy 
and  general  Calamity. 

*  The 
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'  The  Flngue  was  indeed  an  irreparable  Damage  to  the 

*  whole  Kingdom  ;  but  that  which  chiefly  added  to  the 

*  Mifery,  was  the  wherein  it  happened.  For  what 
'  CO. lid  be  a  more  deplorable  Accident,  than  that  fo  ma- 
'  ny  bra've  Men  Ihould  be  cut  off  by  the  Arronv  that  fiies 
*•  in  the  Dark,  when  our  Country  was  ingaged  in  a  fo- 

*  reign  War,  and  when  their  Lives  might  have  been  ho- 

*  nourably  ventured  on  a  glorious  Theatre  in  its  De- 

*  fence  ?  And  we  had  fcarce  recovered  this  firfi  Misfor- 

*  tune,  when  we  received  a  fecond  and  a  deeper  Wound  ; 
^  which  cannot  be  equalled  in  all  Hiiiory,-  if  either  we 
^  confider  the  Obfcurity  of  its  Beginning,  the  irrefiftable 

*  Violence  of  its  Progrefs,  the  Horror  of  its  Appearance, 

*  or  the  Widenefs  of  the  Ruin  it  made,  in  one  of  the' 

*  raoft  renowned  Cities  of  the  World. 

*  Yet  when,  on  the  one  Side,  I  remember  what  DefG- 

*  lation  thefe  Scourges  of  Mankind  have  left  behind 
^  them ;  and,  on  the  other,  when  I  refle6l  on  the  Mag- 

*  nanimity  wherewith  the  E^iglijh  Nation  did  fupport  the 

*  Mifchiefs  ;  I  find,  that  I  have  not  more  ReafOn  to  he- 

*  nxiail  the  one,  than  to  admire  the  other. 

'  Upon  our  Return,  after  the  abating  of  the  Plague, 

*  what  elfe  could  we  expe6l,  but  to  fee  the  Streets  un- 

*  frequented,  the  Pviver  forfaken,  the  Fields  deformed 

*  with  the  Graves  of  the  Dead,  and  the  Terrors  of  Death 

*  flill  abiding  on  the  Faces  of  the  Living  ?  But  inllead  of 

*  fuch  difmal  Sights,  there  appeared  almoft  the  fame 
'  Throngs  in  all  public  Places,  the  fame  Noife  of  Bun- 
^  nefs,  the  fame  Freedom  of  Converfe,  and,  v/ith  the 
'  Return  of  the  King,  the  fame  Chearfulnefs  returning 
^  on  the  Minds  of  the  People  as  before. 

'  Nor  was  their  Cd7-^r^^^  lefs,  in  fullaining  the  fecond 

*  Calarhity,  which  deftroyed  their  Houfes  and  Eiiates, 

*  This  the  greatefl  Lofers  indured  with  fuch  undaunted 

*  Firmnefs  of  Mind,  that  their  Example  may  incline  us 

*  to  believe,  that  not  only  the  beil  natural,  but  the  befl 

*  moral  Philofophy  too,  may  be  learned  from  the  Shops 

*  of  Mechanics.  It  was,  indeed,  an  admirable  Thing 
^  to  behold,  with  what  Confiancy  the  meaneft  Artificers 

*  fawali  the  Labours  of  their  Lives,  and  the  Support  of 

*  their  Families,  devoured  in  an  Inftant.    The  Afiii6tion, 

*  it  is  true,  was  Vv'idely  fpread  over  the  whole  Nation-; 

*  every 
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every  Place  was  filled  with  Signs  of  Pity  and  Commi- 
feration ;  but  thofe  who  had  fufTered  mofl:,  Teemed  the 
leaft  afFedled  with  the  Lofs  :  No  unmanly  Be^vjailings 
were  heard  in  the  few  Streets  that  were  preferved  ; 
they  beheld  the  Allies  of  their  Houfes,  and  Gates,  and 
Temples,  without  theleafb  ExpreiTion  of  Pufillanimity. 
If  Philofoohers  had'  done  this,  it  had  well  become  their 
ProfelTion  of  Wifdom  ;  if  Gentlemen,  the  Nobleneis 
of  their  Breeding  and  Blood  would  have  required  it  : 
But  that  fuch  Greatnefs  of  Heart  ihould  be  found 
amongil:  the  poor  Artifans,  and  the  obicare  Multitude, 
is  no  doubt  one  of  the  moll  honourable  Events  that 
-*  ever  happened.    Yet  ftill  there  is  one  Circiimfiance  be- 

*  hind,  which  may  raife  our  Wonder  higher ;  and  that 

*  is,  that  amidil  fuch  horrible  Ruins,  they  ilill  profecuted 

*  the  War  with  the  fame  Vigour  and  Courage,  again^ 
^  three  of  the  moil  powerful  States  of  all  Europe.  What 
^  Records  of  Time,  or  Memory  of  pad  Ages,  can  Ihew 

*  us  a  greater  Teilimony  of  an  invincible  and  heroic  Ge^- 

*  nius  than  this,  of  which  I  now  fpeak  ?  That  the  Sound 

*  of  the  Heralds  proclaiming  new  Wars  fliould  be  plea- 

*  fant  to  the  People,  when  the  fad  Voice  of  the  Bellman 

*  was  fcarce  yet  gone  out  of  their  Ears  ?   That  the  In- 

*  creafe  of  their  Adverfaries  Confederates,  and  of  their 

*  own  Calamities,  fhould  be  fo  far  from  affrighting  them, 

*  that  they  rather  feemed  to  receive  from  thence  a  new 

*  Vigour  and  Refolution  ?  and  that  they  fhould  flill  be 

*  eager  upon  Vidlories  and  Triumphs,  when  they  were 

*  thought  almofl  quite  exhauiled,  by  fo  great  DeHruc- 
'  tions  ?'  Hift.  of  the  Royal  Society,  p,  120. 

The  fatal  Alteration  both  in  the  Temper  of  the  People, 
and  in  the  Condudl  of  their  fpiritual  Guides  under  the 
bare  Apprehenfion  of  Calamity,  may  be  evidently  feen 
by  the  late  fhameful  Defertion  of  London  and  IVeftmindcr^ 
and  by  your  Lordfhip's  Letter.  Happy  had  it  been  for 
the  Reputation  of  the  People  and  Paftor,  if  another  Sprat 
had  appeared  among  us  at  this  Time  of  our  apprehended 
Misfortunes. 

Far  from  awakening  the  fuperftitious  Fears  of  the  Mul- 
titude, or  perverting  their  Fortitude  and  Vigour  to  Hu- 
miliation and  Dcfpair,  as  he  then  took  the  manly  Part  of 
fupporting  their  Spirit  by  Confolation  and  Praife,  fo 

nov/ 
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now  would  he  undoubtedly  have  employed  his  mafterly 
Pen  in  adniinidnng  Gomfort  to  a  People  already  toa 
much  terriiied  with  an  Appearance,  neither  uncommon,, 
nor  dangerous^  in  this  Country.    He  would  not  have 
fnatched  an  Occafion,  like  this,  to  dej&£l  the  Courage, 
to  blind  the  Reafon,  and  inhance  the  Terrors  of  his  , 
Countrymen,  by  conflruing  a  meer  Accident  of  Nature 
imo  a  Judgment  from  Heaven,  well  knowing,  that  this 
has  been  one  of  the  primary  Art*  pradifed  by  Prieftly- 
pride,  and  endured  by  Lay-bigotry  in  the  neighbouring 
Nations,  till  the  Liberty  and  Underftanding  of  Europe,- 
for  the  greatefl  Part,  have  been  fubjeded  to  an  implicit 
and  fervile  Dependence  on  the  moil  cruel,  the  moit  info- 
lent  and  ignorant  Clergy.    He  would  not  have  ofFered 
Arguments,  which  fiiould  have  given  co-operating  Aid 
to  the  Dreams  of  a  poor  lunatic  Soldier,  nor,  in  order  to 
diftingaifh  this  great  Metropolis  as  the  fmgle  Mark  of 
God's  Anger,  have  raihly  hazarded  his  principal  Argu- 
ment on  the  Locality  of  the  Earthquake,  nor,  in  Confe- 
quence  of  the  fame  Appearances  in  different,  and  more 
diftant  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  have  found  himfelf  ex- 
pofed  to  the  moll  mortifying  Confufion,  v/ithcat  the 
PoiTibility  of  Shelter  or  Defence.    He  would  have  pro- 
te6ted  us  againft  the  Terrors  in  our  own  Bofoms,  againll 
the  Vifions  of  Enthufiafls,  and  againfl:  the  uncharitable 
Denunciation  of  Almighty  V^engeance  on  two  Cities, 
one  of  which,  at  leaft,  may  ftand  up  and  challenge  all 
others  to  produce  equal  Examples  of  Vigilance,  Difcre- 
tion,  and  Impartiality,  in  the  conilant  Adminiftration  of 
Juftice,  tempered  with  Humanity   and   Mercy.  He 
would  have  fpared  us  the  Difgrace  of  adding  one  more 
Inflance  of  national  Pufillanimity  to  that  fhameful  Panic 
in  the  late  Rebellion  ;  two  Marks  of  Difhonour,  which 
together  ferve  but  too  plainly  to  demonftrate,   that  all 
that  Conftancy  and  Magnanimity,  which  a  Century  pafb 
were  the  jufl  Subjects  of  his  Praife,  have  now  no  longer 
an  Exigence  in  this  Country.    He  would  have  convinced 
our  Underilanding,  that  there  is  no  Retreat  from,  that 
fupreme  Hand,  which  is  felt  every  Moment  of  Life  in 
the  various  Operations  of  Nature  ;   that  to  fearch  and 
difcover  her  moil  hidden  Laws  is  the  laudable  Objecl  of 
our  Enquiry,  and  the  fublimeil  Exertion  of  thole  Lights 

imparted 
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imparted  to  us  by  our  Creator  ;  that  already  thefe  fuc- 
ccisful  Difcoveries  have,  in  many  Circumilances  re- 
moved the  Fears,  and  erafed  the  Superllition  of  Man- 
kind ;  that  hence,  if  left  to  the  Guidance  of  P^eafon, 
we  are  led  to  believe,  that  the  moil  infcrutable  Appear- 
ances of  Nature,  however  formidable  and  deftru£live, 
are  but  the  EfFcds  of  natural  Caufes,  a  Satisfadion  to 
all,  whether  fearing,  or  feeling  fuch  Difailers,  that  they 
are  not  driven  from  the  Earth  by  the  diflinguilhed 
Wrath  of  their  Maker,  to  become  immediate  Partakers 
of  eternal  Vengeance  ;  herein  Philofophy  inforcing,  and 
uniting  with  the  miOil:  comfortable  Do6lrine  of  Chrifi^ 
who  declares  for  the  Quiet  of  our  Minds  under  fuch  ge- 
neral and  unavoidable  Misfortunes,  that  neither  thofe 
Galileans,  whom  the  cruel  Hand  of  a  Tyrant  was  per- 
mitted to  deftroy,  nor  thofe  whom  a  falling  Tower  over- 
whelmed with  its  Ruins,  were  more  fmful  than  other 
Men. 

But  if,  amid  real  or  apprehended  Danger,  the  indivi- 
dual Sinner  will  take  Warning  for  him.feif,  and  call  his 
own  Heart  to  a  flridl  Account ;  if  thofe,  whom  the  Ex- 
cefs  of  Riot  and  Debauch  have  carried  to  Violence  and 
Outrage,  will  make  due  Compenfation  to  their  infulted 
Neighbour  ;  if  thofe  who  have  built  their  Fortunes  on 
Extortion  and  Rapine,  will  m.ake  a  due  Retribution  to 
the  Injured  ;  if  thofe  who  are  grov/n  grey  in  one  con- 
tinued Courfe  of  Venality  and  Corruption,  and  have  fold 
their  Confciences  and  their  Country  to  fatiate  the  Thiril 
of  Wealth  and  Power,  will  employ  their  fcanty  Remains 
of  Time  in  repairing  the  Ruins  which  their  ov/n  Profti- 
tution  hath  made,  then  may  fuch  Sinners  be  allowed  to 
make  a  laudable  Ufe  of  the  dreadful  Phsenomena  in  Na- 
ture. But  I  leave  to  your  Lordlhip  the  Perufal  of  the 
following  Extract  from  Dr.  Sprat,  where  he  mofl  amply 
delivers  his  Senfe  of  thofe,  who  impute  thefe  public  Ca- 
lamities to  the  Sins  of  others,  as  well  as  his  Opinion  in 
favour  of  thofe  whom  you  flile  little  Philofophers. 

'  Thus  far,  I  trflft,  it  will  be  confefled,  that  Expert- 

*  ments  are  unblameable.    But  yet  there  is  much  more 

*  behind,  of  Vv'hich  many  pious  Men  are  v/ont  to  exprefs 

*  their  Jealoufy.     For  though  they  ihall  be  brought 

*  to  allow,  that  all  thefe  Doftrms  which  I  have  named, 

'  mav 
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^  may  feem  to  remain  fafe  amidfl  the  Studies  of  Natural 

*  ^Things  ;  yet  they  Hill  whifper,  that  they  may  chance, 

*  by  Degrees,  to  make  the  Sincerity  of  Devotion  appear 
"*  ridiculous,  and  to  bring  the  Strid'tnefs  of  holy  Life  out 

*  of  Fafhion  :   And  that  fo  they  will  filently,  and  by 

*  Piece-meals,  demolifh  Religion,  which  they  dare  not 
'  ODenly  encounter.    I  will  therefore  next  endeavour 

*  the  Rem.oval  of  thefe  Scruples,  thouo;h  I  fuinciently 

*  underfland  that  it  is  a  very  daflicult  Work,  to  confute 

*  fuch  popular  and  plaufible  Errors,  which  have  thePre- 
^  tence  of  the  Caufe  of  God  to  confirm  them. 

'  The  chief  Subflance  of  real  and  fober  Piety  is  con- 
^  tained  in  the  devout  Obfervation  of  all  thofe  Wavs, 

*  whereby  God.  has  been  pleafed  to  manifeil  his  Will, 
*^  and  in  a  right  Separation  of  our  Minds  fl'om  the  Lulls 
^  and  Defires   cf  the  World.    The  moft  remarkable 

*  Means,  whereby  he  has  made  known  his  Pleafure,  are 

*  thofe  which  have  been  fixed  and  revealed  in  his  Word, 

*  or  elfe  the  extraordinary  Signs  of  his  Authority  and 
^  Commiand. 

'  Concerning  our  Acknowledgment  of  his  revealed 

*  Will  in  the  Scripture,  1  have  already  fpoken.  And 

*  our  Obedience  to  the  latter,  confiils  chiefly  of  two 
^  Kinds ;  an.  humble  Submiffion  to  divine  Prophecies, 
"  and  a  careful, Obfervance  of  all  remarkable  Providences. 

*  In  both  which  experimental  Philofophy  may  well  be 
'  juflified.  It  may  perhaps  corred  lome  Excefles  which 
»^  are  incident  to  them  :  But  it  declares  no  Enmity  againil 

*  the  Things  themfelves. 

'  The  Sum  of  the  whole  Dodrine  of  Prophecies  is  this, 
y  that  the  great  Creator  of  the  World  has  the  Prerogative 
'  of  forefeeing,  appointing,  and  prediding  all  future 
'  Events  :  That  he  has  often,  in  former  Ages,  made 

ufe  of  this  Power,  by  the  Vilions  and  Raptures  of  holy 
^  Men  infpired  from  above  ;  that  his  infinite  Wifdonf 

*  has  IHU  the  like  Ability  to  do  the  fame  ;  that  wh-enever 
^  fuch  Predidions  are  accompanied  with  undeniable 
^  Tellimonies  of  their  being  fent  from  Heaven,  they 

*  ought  to  be  preferred  before  all  human  Laws. 

The  true  Foundation  of  divine  Prodigies,  is  much  of 

*  the  farne  Nature  with  the  other :  It  relies  on  thefe  Sup  • 

*  pofitions,  that  all  the  Creatures  are  fubjeft  to  God's 

^  Word, 
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Word,  by  wliich  they  were  made  ;   that  he  can  alte^" 
their  Courles,  exalt  or  deilroy  their  Natures,  and  move 
them  to  different  Ends  from  their  own,  ?iccording  to 
his  Pleafure  ;  that  this  he  has  often  done  heretofore  ; 
that  dill  his  Arm  is  not  weakened,  nor  the  fame  Om- 
nipotence diminifhed  ;  that  Hill  he  may  change  the 
wonted  Law  of  the  Creation,  and  difpofe  of  the  Beings 
and  Motions  of  all  Things  without  Controul  ;  and  that 
when  this  is  done,  it  is  with  a  peculiar  Defign  of  pu- 
nifhing,  or  rewarding,  or  forewarning  Mankind. 
'  To  the  Belief  and  AiTeitlon  of  thefe  Dodlrines,  we 
are  obliged  by  the  very  End  of  Religion  itfelf.  But 
yet  their  counterfeit  Colours  have  feduced  many  virtu- 
ous Minds  into  manifold  Mifchiefs. 
'  The  Miftakes  about  Prophecies  may  arife,  either 
from  our  abufmg  of  the  old,  or  a  vain  fetting  up  of 
new.    We  err  in  the  frft,  when  we  tranflate  the  an- 
cient Prophecies  from  thofe  Times  and  Countries, 
which  they  did  properly  regard,  to  others  which  they 
do  not  concern.    And  we  offend  in  the  fecond,  whea 
we  admit  of  new  prophetical  Spirits  in  this  Age,  with- 
out the  uncontroulable  Tokens  of  heavenly  Autho- 
rity, 

'  We  are  guilty  of  falfe  Interpretations  of  Providences 
and  Wonders,  when  we  either  m^ake  thofe  to  be  Mi- 
racles that  are  none,  or  when  v/e  put  a  falfe  Scnfe  on 
thofe  that  are  real ;  when  we  make  general  Events  to 
have  a  private  Afpe6l,  or  particular  Accidents  to  have 
fome  univerfal  Signification.    Though  both  thefe  may 
feem  at  firft  to  have  the  ftrifteft  Appearance  of  Religion, 
yet  they  are  the  greateft  Ufurpations  on  the  Secrets  of 
the  Almighty,  and  unpardonable  Prefumptions  on  his 
high  Prerogatives  of  Punifhment  and  Reward. 
'  And  now,  if  a  moderating  of  thefe  Extravagancies 
muft  be  efteemed  Prophanenefs,  I  profefs  I  cannot  ab- 
folve  the  experimental  Philofopher.    It  muft  be  grant- 
ed, that  he  will  be  very  fcrupulous  in  believing  all  Man- 
ner of  Commentaries  on  prophetical  Vifions,  in  giving 
Liberty  to  new  Predidiions,  and  in  alllgning  the  Caufes, 
and  markingoutthe  Paths  of  God's  Judgments  amongft 
his  Creaturtb. 

^  He 
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\  He    cannot  fuddenly  conclude  all  extraordinary 

*  Events  to  be  the  immediate  Finger  of  God,  becaufe  he 

*  familiarly  beholds  the  invvard  Workings  of  Things  ; 

*  and  thence  perceives  that  many  Effects,  which  ufe  to 

*  affright  the  Ignorant,  are  brought  forth  by  the  com- 
*^  mon  Infiruments  of  Nature*-    He  cannot  be  fuddenly 

*  inclined  to  pafs  Cenfure  on  Men's  eternal  Condition, 
^  from  any  temporal  Judgmients  that  may  befal  them  i 
'  becaufe  his  long  Ccnverfe  with  all  Matters,  Times  and 
'  Places,  has  taught  him  the  Truth  of  what  the  Scripture 

*  fays,  that  all  'i  Jmigs  happen  alike  to  all.  Pie  cannot 
^  blindly  confent  to  all  Imaginations  of  devout  Men, 
'  about  future  Contingencies  ;   feeing  he  is  fo  rigid  in 

examining  all  particular  Matters  of  Fa6l :  He  cannot 

*  be  forward  to  ailent  to  fpiritual  Raptures  and  Revela- 

*  tions,  becaufe  he  is  truly  acquainted  with  the  Tempers 
^  of  Men's  Bodies,  the  Compofition  of  their  Blood,  and 
'  the  Power  of  Fancy ;  and  fo  better  underftands  the  Dif- 
^  ference  between  Difeafes  and  Infpirations. 

'  But  in  all  this  he  commits  nothing  that  is  irreligious. 

*  It  is  true,  to  deny  God  has  heretofore  warned  the 
'  World  of  what  was  to  com.e,  is  to  contradid  the  very 

*  Godhead  itfelf    but  to  rejedl  the  Senfe  which  any  pri- 

*  vate  Man  fhall  faften  to  it,  is  not  to  difdain  the  Word 
^  of  God,  but  the  Opinions  of  Men  like  ourfelves.  To 
^  declare  againfl  the  Poffibility  that  new  Prophets  may 
^  be  fent  from  Heaven,  is  to  infmuate  that  the  fame  in- 
'  finite  Wifdom,  which  once  fhe wed  itfelf  that  Way,  is 

*  now  at  an  end.  But  fo  flight  all  Pretenders,  that  come 
<  without  the  Help  of  Miracles,  is  not  a  Contempt  of 

*  the  Spirit,  but  a  juft  Circumfpe6tion,  that  the  Reafon 
^  of  Men  be  not  over-reached.  To  deny  that  God  di- 
'  reds  the  Courfe  of  human  Things,  is  Stupidity  ;  but 
^  to  hearken  to  every  Prodigy  that  Men  frame  againfl 
'  their  Enemies,  or  for  themfelves,  is  not  to  reverence 
^  the  pG^er  of  God^  but  to  make  that  ferve  the  Paffions, 

*  and  Interefls,  and  Revenges  of  Men. 

'  It  is  a  dangerous  Miilake,  into  which  many  good 
'  Men  fall,  that  we  negled  the  Domi7iion  of  God  o^uer 

*  the  World,  if  we  do  not  difcover,  in  every  Turn  of 
^  human  Actions,  many  fupernatural  Providences  and 

miraculous  Events.    Whereas  it  is  enough  for  the  Ho- 

'  nour 
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*  nour  of  his  Government,  that  he  guides  the  whole 
'  Creation  in  its  wonted  Courfe  of  Caufes  and  Effe6ls  : 

*  As  it  makes  as  much  for  the  Reputation  of  aPrince*a 

*  Wifdom,  that  he  can  rule  his  Subjedls  peaceably,  by 

*  his  known  and  (landing  Laws,  as  that  he  is  ofcen  forced 

*  to  make  ufe  of  extraordinary  Juftice  to  punifli,  or  re- 

*  ward, 

'  Let  us  then  imagine  our  Philofopher  to  have  alt 

*  Siownefs  of  Belief,  and  Rigour  of  Trial,  which  by 

*  fome  is  mifcalled  a  Blindnefs  of  Mind  and  Hardnefs  of 

*  Heart.    Let  us  fuppofe  that  he  is  moil:  unwilling  to 

*  grant  that  any  thing  exceeds  the  Force  of  Nature,  but 

*  where  a  full  Evidence  convinces  him.  Let  it  be  allow- 
'  cd,  that  he  is  always  alarmed,  and  ready  on  his  Guards 

*  at  the  Noife  of  any  miraculous  Event,  left  his  Judg^ 
'  mcnt  fliould  be  furprized  by  the  Difguifes  of  Faith, 
^  But  does  he  by  this  diminilli  the  Authority  of  ancient 

*  Miracles  ?  Or  does  he  not  rather  confirm  them  the 

*  more,  by  confining  their  Number,  and  taking  Car@: 
'  that  every  Fali'hood  fhould  not  mingle  with  them  ?  Can 

*  he  by  this  underm.ineChrifiianity,  which  does  not  now 

*  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  extraordinary  Teftimonies  from 

*  Heaven  ?  Or  do  they  not  rather  indanger  it,  v/ho  ftil! 
'  venture  all  its  Truths  on  fo  hazardous  a  Chance  ?  V7ha 

*  require  a  Continuance  of  Signs  and  Wonders,  as  if  th^^ 
'  Works  of  our  Saviour  and  his  Apoftles  had  not  been 

*  fuliicient:  Who  ou^htto  be  eileemed  the  moft  carnally 
'  minded,  the  Enthufiaft,  that  pollutes  his  R  eligion  with 

*  his  own  PalTions,  or  the  Experimenter,  that  wdll  not 
^  ufe  it  to  flatter  and  obey  his  own  Defires,  but  to  fub- 

*  due  them  ?  Who  is  to  be  thoug-ht  the  greateil  Enemy 

*  of  the  Goipel,  he  that  loads  Men's  Faiths  by  fo  many 

*  improbable  Things,  as  v/ill  go  near  to  make  the  Rea- 

*  lity  itfelf  fufpeded,  or  he  that  only  admits  a  few  Ar» 
'  guments  to  confirm  the  Evangelical  Dodlrines,  but  then 
'  choofes  thofe  that  are  unqueihonable  ?  It  cannot  be  an 

*  ungodly  Purpofe  to  ftrive  to  abolifn  all  holy  Cheats, 
which  are  of  fatal  Confequence,  both  to  the  Deceivers 

*  and  thofe  that  are  deceneA:  To  the  Deceivers,  becaufe 

*  they  muft  needs  be  Hypocrites,  having  the  Artifice  in 
*■  their  keeping  :  To  the  Deceived,  becaufe  if  their  Eyes 
«  fhall  be  ever  opened,  and  they  chance  to  find,  that 

Vol.  II.  M  ^  they 
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*  they  have  been  deluded  in  any  one  Thing,  they  wil! 

*  be  apt  not  only  to  rejed  that,  but  even  to  defpiie  the 

*  very  Truths  thenifelves,  which  they  li*d  before  been 

*  taught  by  thofe  Deluders. 

'  It  were  indeed  to  be  confefTed,  that  this  Severity  of 

*  Cenfure  on  religious  Things,  ,v»^ere  to  be  condemned 

*  in  Experimenters,  if  while  they  deny  any  Wonders, 

*  that  are  falfely  attributed  to  the  true  God,  they  fhould 

*  approve  thofe  of  Idols  or  falfe  Deities.    But  that  is  not 

*  objeded  againft  them.    They  make  no  Comparifon 

*  between  his  l^ov/er,  and  the  Works  of  any  others,  but 

*  only  betwe^:n  the  feveral  Ways  of  his  own  manifeiling 

*  himfelf.    Thus  if  they  lefien  one  Heap^  yet  they  ilill 

*  increafe  the  other  :^In  the  main  they  diminifh  nothing 

*  of  ^his  Right.    If  mey  take  from  the  Prodigies,  they 

*  add  to  the  ordinary  Works  of  the  fame  Author.  And 
^  thofe  ordinary  W^orks  themfelves,  they  do  alm.od  raife 

*  to  the  Height  of  Wonders,  by  the  exaft  Difcovery 

*  v/hich  they  make  of  their  Excellencies :  While  the  En- 

*  tlrafiafl  goes  near  to  bring  down  the  Price  of  the  true 

*  and  primitive  Miracles,  by  fuch  a  vafty  and  fuch  a  ne- 

*  gligent  augm».enting  of  their  Number. 

*  By  this  I  hope  it  appears,  that  this  inquiring,  this 

*  fcrupulous,  this  incredulous  Temper  is  not  the  Dif- 

*  grace,  but  the  Honour  of  Experiments.    And  there- 

*  fore  I  will  declare  them  to  be  the  moft  feafonable  Stu- 

*  dy,  for  the  prefent  Temper  of  our  Nation.    This  wild 

*  amufmg  Men's  Minds  with  Prodigies,  and  Conceits  of 

*  Providences,  has  been  one  of  the  moH  confiderable 

*  Caufes  of  thofe  fpiritual  Diftradions  of  which  our 
^  Country  has  long  been  the  Theatre.    This  is  a  Vanity, 

*  to  which  the  Englijb  feem  to  have  been  always  fubjed 
'  above  others.    There  is  fcarce  any  modern  Hiftorian, 

*  that  relates  our  foreign  Wars,  but  he  has  this  Objedion- 

*  againil  the  Difpofit  on  of  our  Countrymen,  that  they 

*  uied  to  order  their  Affairs  of  the  greatefl  Importance, 

*  according  to  fome  obfcure  Omens  or  Predictions,  that 

*  paiTed  about  amongil  them,  on  little  or  no  Foundations. 

*  And  at  this  Time,  efpecially  this  l^il  Year,  this  gloomy 

*  and  ill-boding'  Humour  has  prevailed.    So  that  it  is 

*  now  the  fitted  Seafon  for  Experiments  to  arife,  to 

*  teach  us  a  Wifdom  which  fprings  from  the  Depths  of 

Knowledge, 
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^  Knowledge,  to  (hake  off  the  Shadows,  and  to  fcattei* 

*  the  Miib  which  fill  the  Minds  of  Men  with  a  vain 

*  ConHernation.  This  is  a  Work  well  becoming  the 
^  moil  Chriftian  ProfelFion.    For  the  moil  apparent  Ef^ 

*  fe£t  which  attended  the  Pafiion  of  Chrtft,  was  the  put- 
'  ting  of  an  eternal  Silence  on  all  the  falfe  Oracles,  and 
'  difi'embled  Inipirations  of  ojicient  Times, 

*•  There  have  been,  it  is  true,  fome  peculiar  Occaiions 

*  wherein  God  was  pleafed  to  convince  the  W^orld  from 

*  Heaven  in  a  vifible  Manner.    But  if  we  confider  ths 

*  Arguments  that  ufed  to  move  him  to  it,  v/e  may  con- 

*  elude  that  fuch  wonderful  Signs  are  not  often  now  to 

*  be  expelled. 

*  He  has  either  done  it  in  Times  of  grofs  Ignorance, 

*  or  in  the  Beginning  of  a  new  Way  of  Religion,  or  for 

*  the  peculiar  Puniihment  of  fome  prevailing  Wicked- 

*  nefs  :  Upon  the  Account"  of  the  two  jfirfl:,  we  have  nd 

*  Reafon  to  expe6l  V/onders  in  this  Age  ;   becaufe  all. 

*  Sorts  of  Knowledge  do  fo  much  abound,  and  becaufe 

*  we  have  a  Religion  already  eftablifhed,  againfl  which 

*  the  Gates  of  Hell  fliali  never  prevail. 

'  The  third  Time  has  been,  when  God  has  taken  to 

*  himfelf  the  exemplary  Punifliment  of  fome  heinous 

*  Sin.    From  this,  indeed,  our  Age  is  no  more  exempted, 

*  than  it  is  free  from  thofe  Vices  that  are  wont  to  provoke 

*  the  Divine  Vengeance.    This  then  we  confefs,  th^t 

*  even  at  this  prefent  God  may  declare  himfelf  againil 

*  the  Iniquities  of  Men,  by  the  fupernatural  Tokens  of 

*  his  Difpleafure  :   But  yet  the  Interpretation  of  fucli 

*  Punifhments  ought  to  be  handled  with  the  greatell  Ten- 

*  dernefs.  For  as  it  is  faid  of  the  lail  and  general  Judg- 
'  ment,  that  710  Man  knoivs  the  T{?ne  ^vhen  it  /hall  hap" 
'  pen  ;  fo  we  may  alfo  affirm  of  thefe  particular  Judf^-- 

menrs,  that  there  is  no  Man  who  underftands  the  Cir- 

*  cumftances,  or  Occafions  of  their  Infiidtion,  but  they 

*  are  one  of  the  deeped  Parts  of  God*s  unfearchablQ 

*  Councils. 

'  Whenever  therefore  a  heavy  Calamity  falls  from 

*  Heaven  on  our  Nation,  an  univerfal  Repentance  is  re- 

*  quired  ;  but  all  particular  Applications  of  private  Men, 

*  except  to  their  own  Hearts,  is  to  be  forborn.  Every 

*  Man  muft  bewail  his  own  Tranfgreffions,  which  have 
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*  increafed  the  public  Mifeiy.    But  he  mull:  not  be  too 

*  hafly  in  alligning  the  Cauies  of  Plagues,  or  Fires,  or 
•*  Inundations,  to  the  Sins  of  other  Men.  Whoever 

*  thinks  that  Way  to  repent,  by  condemning  the  Mif- 

*  carriages  of  thofe  Parties  that  differ  from  his  own,  and 
^  by  reproving  them  as  the  Authors  of  fuch  Miichiefs, 

*  he  is  grofly  rnillaken  :  For  that  is  not  to  repent,  but 

*  to  make  a  Satire  :  That  is  not  an  Act  of  Humiliation, 

*  but  the  greatefl  fpi ritual  Pride/ 

But  you,  my  Lord,  come  in  all  Humility,  not  as  our 
Accufer,  but  as  our  faithful  Servant  and  Monitor  in  Jefus 
Chrtfi^^'m^  tell  us,  that  your  Heart's  Defne  and  Prayer 
to  God  is  for  us,  that  we  may  be  faved.    Whom  do  you 
mean  to  fave,  my  good  Lord  ?  Thofe  who  frequent 
Plays,  Operas,  Muuc,  Dancings,  Gardens,  Cock-fight- 
ing and  Prize-f  ghting  ?  And  why  not  thofe  who  frequent 
Mafquerades,  and  Venetia^i  Balls  ?  Surely  your  Lordlliip 
cannot  be  a  Stranger  to  the  frequent  legal  Prefentments, 
which,  founded  on  the  declared  Senfe  of  all  fober  Men, 
have  iiigmatized  thefe  diffolute  Affemblies  with  the  fe- 
vereft  public  Cenfure  ;  nor  can  you  be  ignorant,  that 
Venetian  Balls,  in  their  own  native  Soil,  exhibit  or  occa- 
fion  the  moil  various  Scenes  of  exaggerated  Lewdnefs, 
which  that  mofc  lewd,  and  effeminate  of  all  Regions, 
Italy,  can  produce  ?    Or  did  you,  in  the  Innocence  of 
your  Hearc,  take  it  for  granted,  that  our  Imitations  of 
thefe  Balls  w^re  fo  purified  by  thePrefence  of  the  Great- 
ell,  as  to  make  you  fear  the  Cenfure  of  Uncharitable- 
Befs,  at  lealt  of  Indelicacy,  had  they  been  included  in 
your  black  Catalogue  of  finful  Recreations  ?  Who  knows, 
my  Lord,  that  your  courtly  Omiffion  of  this  new  im- 
ported DiverfiOn  has  not  been  the  Means  of  fandifying 
its  farther  Life,  for  the  very  next  Day  after  the  expeded 
Earthquake  I  obferved  one  of  thefe  Ve7iettan  Balls  adver- 
tifed  in  the  public  Papers,  as  the  firft  Place  for  our  af- 
frighted Countrymen  to  aliemble  and  rejoice  in,  after 
the  Difnpation  of  their  F^ears. 

Yet^  contrary  to  my  hrft  Defign,  I  trifle  with  a  feri- 
ous Subjed  :  I  feel  for  the  Vices  of  this  Nation  as  much 
as  your  Lordfhip,  not  principally  for  thofe  Vices  which 
you  enumerate  ;  they  merit  but  a  fmall  Degree  of  Ani- 
madverfion  and  Concern,  when  compared  with  thofe 

which 
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Wiiich  fhall  now  become  the  Subjed  of  a  more  impartial 
and  unfpairing  Detail  than  yours  ;  Enormities  which 
you,  though  profeffing  to  unfold  the  Sins  of  a  whole 
People,  in  the  awful  Name  of  Chrifi  J  ejus  ^  have  thought 
proper  to  pafs  over  in  Silence,  and  conceal. 

That  all-beholding  Eye,  which  controuls  the  Univerfe^ 
pierces  through  all  Difguifes,   and  perceives,  that  the 
DilFufion  of  Vice  through  this  Nation  is  derived  frora 
one  Source,  the  Corruption  of  the  Great ;  which,  pro- 
moted by  the  mod  affiduous  Arts,  and  vindicated  by  ve- 
nal Eloquence,  has  at  length  abforbed  all  R.egard  for 
the  Community  into  the  two  felfifh  Faihons  of  Ambition 
and  Avarice  :  And,  when  the  moil:  vigorous  Effort  was 
made  to  purge  that  Place^  which,  once  cleanfed,  v/ouid 
have  transfufed  its  own  Purity  through  all  Orders  and 
Degrees  of  Men,  did  not  the  flagitious  Oppofition  to  that 
Attempt,  fo  elfential  to  the  very  Being  of  Virtue,  and 
folicited  by  the  earneil  and  univerfal  Cry  of  the  People^ 
produce  an   Inftance  of  fupererogatory  Proilitution^, 
which  drew  Vvonder  even  from  a  Minifler  ?  For  Want  of 
this  Barrier  to  confine  Corruption,  Honefty  has  been  put 
up  to  public  Sale,  and  found  its  Price  to  the  Coll  of  a 
Nation,  twice  betrayed  ^  hence  a  Loofe  has  been  given 
to  public  Profufion,  and  Rapine,  unchecked,  and  un^ 
chaftifed  ;  and  the  illicit  Gains  have  been  as  profufely 
{quandered  by  Individuals  in  Luxury,  Senfuality,  and 
every  unmanly  Gratification;  and  hence  the  Means  of 
obtaining  thefe  ignominious  Emoluments  have  been  pur- 
chafed  by  involving  the  Nation  in  Perjury,  Treachery, 
and  a  general  Diflblation  of  Manners.    Ridicule  and 
Contempt  have  been  cafl  on  the  Laws,  and  principally 
by  thofe  whofe  Influence  and  Power  fnould  have  given; 
them-  Countenance  and  EfFe6l  :   The  recent  Prohibition 
of  Gaming,  calculated  to  extirpate  that  OiFspring  of 
Avarice,  that  Parent  of  Selfiflinefs,  that  Enemy  to  Hu- 
manity, Compundlion,  and  every  focial  Virtue,  has  been 
fhcimefully  baffled  by  the  Shelter  afforded  to  that  Enor- 
mity under  the  privileged  Roofs  of  the  Great,  and  met 
with  a  mt)re  open  and  contumelious  Difregard  from  Per- 
fonages  invcfled  with  the  mofl:  facred  Enflgns  of  Autho- 
rity, in  Places  of  public  Refort,  among  the  Gay,  the 
Giddy,  and  the  Young,  where  the  native  Allurements 
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of  Vice  have  long  been  too  prevalent  to  want  Aid  and 
Enccuragemeiit  from  fuch  venerable  and  powerful  Auxi- 
liaries :  The  flagrant  Example  of  thofe  in  high  Station 
has  necellarily  extended  its  pernicious  Eifeds  to  the  low- 
eit  :  then  who  has  moll  Right  to  complaiji,  either  to 
God,  or  Man,  a  People  abandoned  by  their  Superiors  to 
Corruption,  or  thofe  who  have  encouraged  the  Example 
of  Profligacy,  to  complain  of  the  People  ? 

Severity  and  Decency  of  Manners  in  high  Life  would 
command  a  fimilar  Behaviour  in  the  Multitude  ;  a  ftri6l 
Execution  of  the  Laws  would  come  in  Aid  3  fmce  the 
virtuous  Great  muil  know,  that  the  due  Exertion  of  the 
legal  Power  is  a  principal  Part  of  their  Duty  :  Idlenefs, 
Debauchery,  and  wanton  Recreations  would  not  theii 
have  a  Being  among  us  to  become  the  Objeds  of  Ani- 
inadverfions  and  Cenfure,  which  leaving  |he  Fountain- 
head  of  Vice  untouched,  and  attempting ijj^e  imprafli- 
cable  Ta&  of  retraining  the  Torrent  at  a  Dlftance  from 
its  Source,  moil  clearly  denote  the  Parade  of  Reforma- 
don  without  the  Reality,  or  even  the  Intention. 

You  conclude  with  recommending  to  the  Mailers  and 
Miltrefies  of  Families,  a  religious  and  moral  Education 
of  their  Children  ;  addrefs  yourfelf,  my  Lord,  to  the  OfF- 
ipring  of  high  Life,  as  well  as  to  the  Children  and  Ap- 
prentices of  Tradefmen  ;  nor  confine  yourfelf  to  the  ge- 
neral Phrafes  of  Religion  and  Morality,  but  explain  to 
tlie  Great,  wherein  a  religious  and  moral  Education 
confills :  Teach  them  to  inilil  into  the  Bofoms  of  their 
Youth,  Moderation  and  Oeconomy,  Benevolence  and 
Charity,  to  love  their  Neighbour  as  themfelves,  and  to 
do  unto  others,  as  they  would  they  were  done  unto  ;  and 
early  to  know,  and  never  to  forget,  that  as  the  Public 
"protects  them  in  the  PoffefTion  of  fuperior  Honours  and 
Emoluments,  fo  that  Public  in  Return  expedls,  and  me- 
rits from  their  Hands,  a  fuperior  and  more  difmterelled 
Care  of  its  Welfare,  than  from  others. 

Let  thofe  who  are  deiigned  for  the  holy  Cloth,  and  to 
be  real  Ornaments  of  the  Church,  be  taught  to  acquire  a 
double  Portion  of  Humility  \  let  Hypocrify,  Flattery, 
and  above  all,  Avarice  be  rooted  from  their  Hearts  ; 
iet  them,  if  engaged  in  Controverfy,  be  inflru(5led  to  dif- 
dain  the  Prollitation  of  advancing  at  one  TimeDodtrines. 

and 
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Jtnd  Opinions,  which  may  be  confuted  out  of  their  own 
Wiidngs  at  another  ;  let  them  be  taught  to  ihun,  like 
Perdition,  the  Sniiles,  the  Hints,  the  Whifpers  from 
Court-Clofets  ;  and,  if  endowed  with  the  moit  difdn- 
guiihed  Abilities,  and  adorned  with  all  the  Acquirements 
of  Learning,  let  them  avoid  the  School  of  Politics,  as  in^ 
compatible  with  the  Churchman's  Sanclity,  leil  all  their 
Accompliihments,  both  fi^om  Art  and  Nature,  be  vtnditrQd. 
fatal,  inftead  of  ufeful  to  Society  y  and  when  they  rife 
to  that  Degree  of  Dignity,  wb.ere  the  Rights,  PriviiegeSs» 
and  Liberty  of  a  Nation  are  intruded  to  their  Confciences 
<ind  Protedion,  amid  their  many  Advantages  let  tliera 
remi ember,  that  they  are  made  for  their  Country,  and 
not  their  Country  for  them,  to  be  fold  on  every  Occafion, 
which  offers  a  better  Preferment, 

If  thofe  of  exalted  Condition,  both  in  Church  and 
State,  would  frame  their  Conduct  on  Principles,  like 
thefe,'  the  Manners  of  the  middling  and  inferior  Claffes 
would  be  free  from  Blame  i  but  v^nthout  the  Example  of 
die  Great,  no  Laws^  no  WanilagSj  no  threatt*ned  Judg- 
ments can  fave  a  People  from  Deftruclioa,  I  meaa  from 

/  amy 
My  Lordy 

Tour  LQrdjJjip^i 

Moji  obedient 3 

And  moJi  humhk  Ser^mf^] 

A  Cjtizen  of  LONDON. 
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Seafofiable  Advice  to  the  Electors  of  Great  | 
Britain  3  wii^h  a  Word  or  two  relating  | 
to  the  Irifluence  of  the  Clergy  in  EleS'H" 
ons.  1 

By  John  Trenchard,  Efq-^ 
Anno  1722. 

/'//  thunder  in  their  Bars  their  Country's  Caufe^ 
And  try  to  roufe  up  all  thafs  Roman  in  Vw. 

Mr,  Addifon'j  Cato, 

Gentlemen, 

OU  are  now  proceeding  to  a  new  Ele^lion^  arjd 
what  may  depend  upon  it,  God  only  knows  !  it 
behoves  therefore  every  true  Briton,  to  ccnfider 
well  with  himfelf,  and  not  to  be  be  over-hafty  in  giving 
his  Vote,  but  to  weigh  Matters  thoroughly  and  impar- 
tially, fince  we  cannot  tell  what  may  be  the  Confequen- 
ces  of  this  great  A  if  air. 

You  will  pardon  me,  therefore,  my  Countrymen,  if 
I  iiave  the  Prerumptlon  to  dired  you  in  this  Jundure, 
when  .1  tell  you  that  it  is  out  of  the  Love  J  owe  to  my 
dear  Country  ;  which  I  conceive  I  cannot  better  exprefs 
at  prefent,  than  in  giving  fome  feafonable  Advice  to 
thofe  who  have  it  in  their  Power  to  make  us  happy  and 
glorious. 

And  though  I  would  not  be  thought  to  know  more  . 
than  others,  yet  give  me  Leave  to  fay,  that  what  I 
have  here  fet  down  are  indifputable  Points.  Don't 
wonder  then,  if  I  have  not  entered  into  fmaller  Mat- 
ters, or  Things  of  lefs  Confequence,  when  thofe  of  a 
greater  and  higher  Nature  call  for  your  Confideration  i 
and  v/ithout  which,  I  v/ill  be  bold  to  fay,  that  all  other 
Qiialifications  (how  good  foever)  ought  to  be  conlidered 
as  nothii'g- 
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I  have  avoided  to  entertain  you  with  falfe  and  fcan« 
dalous  Reports  (though  it  is  the  Fafhion  of  the  prefent 
Time  to  do  fo)  I  have  endeavoured  to  fpeak  the  Truth, 
and  not  harangue  you  with  groundlefs  Jealoufies  and 
nonfenfical  Observations.  As  therefore  a  whole  King-- 
dom  lies  at  Stake,  as  the  Honour  of  your  King,  the 
Happinefs  of  your  Country,  and  the  Security  of  our 
holy  Religion  are  concerned,  read  and  confider  the  fol- 
lowing Advices. 

In  the  -firft  and  chief  Place,  you  jOiould  promote  the 
Intereil:  of  thofe  who  are  true  Friends  to  his  Majefly 
King  George,  and  the  Succeffion,  as  by  La^uj  eftahlijhed^ 
in  his  Royal  Houfe  \  as  it  has  been  obferved  by  a  very 
great  Man,  That  this  is  the  'very  Life  and  Soul  of  thefe 
Ki?7gdoms  *  ;  So  you  fhould  fix  your  Eyes  on  thofe,  njoho 
ha^e  Jhe-u^m  a  particular  Kegard  to  the  Froteflant  Suc^ 
cej/mi,  njchen  moft  i7i  Danger  -f-.  You  cannot  be  too  care« 
ful  in  this  Point ;  you  will  do  well  to  confider  who  are 
the  Men  that  have  obilrudted  the  public  Affairs,  who 
you  may  have  Reafon  to  fufpedl  of  their  Loyalty,  let 
fuch  be  never  thought  on  but  with  Difdain  ;  on  the 
contrary,  efpoufe  the  Caufe  of  thofe,  whofe  Zeal  for 
the  Service  of  their  King,  have  furmounted  all  private 
Views,  and  who  have  facrificed  their  jult  Refentments 
to  the  public  Good  and  Welfare. 

The  next  Thing  you  are  to  confider  of,  is  your  Re-^ 
ligion  and  Liberties  ,*  you  will,  therefore,  take  the 
greateft  Pleafure  in  voting  for  thofe,  who  have  been 
for  ftrengthning  the  Frotefiant  Intereft,  fxnce  without 
this,  all  other  Hopes  are  vain  and  fruitlefs ;  on  this  de- 
pends your  own  and  Pofterity's  Happinefs  :  O  thinks 
then,  with  how  m.uch  Trouble,  Anxiety  and  Lofs  of 
Blood,  our  Fore-fathers  handed  down  our  Religion  and 
Liberties  !  Think  what  they  underwent  for  our  SakeSj» 
to  traafmit  us  the  BlelTmgs  we  novv^  enjoy  !  For  Heaven's 
Sake,  then,  put  it  not  in  the  Power  of  any  to  lay  Re- 
ftraints  on  your  Confciences  ;  this  is  that  Property 
whereby  God  has  given  every  Man  Pov/er  to  judge  for 
himfelf ;  that  Perfon,  therefore,  who  would-  fetter  your 
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Confcience,  and  lead  captive  your  Reafon  (under  what- 
ever Denomination  he  may  go)  is  only  an  Agent  oiRome^ 
and  an  Emiffary  of  fome  defigning  Priejis.  Look  to  it 
then,  that  you  fix  on  ihofe  who  will  guard  your  Liber- 
ties, and  not  deftroy  them.  And  though  fome  Men 
would  nov/  feem  the  only  Advocates  for  your  Liberties, 
who  when  they  have  had  it  in  their  Power,  have  always 
endeavoured  to  fubvert  them  ;  let  thefe  be  watched  a- 
gainft  with  the  utmofl  Caution,  thefe  are  the  Men  who 
make  Mountains  of  Mole-hills,  and  would  have  all 
People  ufe  a  magnifying  Glafs,  as  well  as  themfelves. 

But  I  am  afraid  there  is  another  Confideration,  which 
you  will  exped  I  ihould  offer  to  you,  and  which,  if 
rightly  confidered,  may  be  as  ufeful  at  this  Time,  as 
any  thing  that  can  be  faid  ;  I  mean  our  late  Misfortunes  in 
relation   to   the  tvicked  Managefnent  of  the  South- Sea 
Scheme  ;  though  in  my  own  Opinion  I  cannot  think  it 
fo  important  as  the  others  v/hich  I  have  oifered  to  you. 
You  cannot  be  ignorant  how  this  has  been  made  ufe  of 
by  defigning  Men,  and  how  it  has  mifled  many  well- 
meaning  People  ;  and  here^  Gentlemen,  be  not  over- 
liaily  in  your  Cenfures  on  this  Head.    Confider,  in  the 
tiril  Place,  that  all  Men  are  liable  to  Miftakes,  that  there 
may  be  fuch  a  Thing  in  the  World  as  involuntary  Er- 
ror ;  that  Men  may  defi gn  very  well,  and  the  Conie- 
quences  be  very  bad.     I  would  not  be  here  underftood, 
that  I  am  vindicating  any  who  defigned  to  plunder  us, 
or  was  in  the  Bottom  of  that  Myftery  of  Iniquity.    No,  I 
would  only  fet  Matters  right :  Allowing,  therefore,  that 
two^  or  three,  or  more,  fhould  have  been  Plunderers, 
for  God's  Sake  don't  think  a  whole  Community,  or  Par- 
ty is  guilty,  don't  condemn  a  whole  Adminiftration  for 
tue  Sake  of  a  few  who  have  corrupted  themfelves  ; 
this  is  a  Way  of  thinking  and  adling  that  becomes  ab- 
jedl  Minds  and  low  Spirits,  and  not  that  of  Britons, 
For  Shame,  therefore,  Gentlemen,  roufe  your  wanted 
Zeal  and  Bravery,  I  don't  mean  falfe  Zeal  (for  that 
carries  Men  beyond  the  Bounds  of  Reafon)  but  that 
Zeal  which  is  commendable  in  a  good  Caufe,  and  fure 
the  glorious  Caufe  of  Liberty  Ihould  have  this  Zeal ; 
be  not  led  therefore  by  any  Miilakes,  let  not  defigning 
Men  guide  you  to  work  your  own  Ruin,  and  though 
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we  were  in  as  bad  a  Condition  as  they  would  rcprefent 
(which  thank  God  is  not  our  Cafe)  yet  let  us  take  Care 
not  to  truil  thofe  now,  that  we  have  formerly  (for  very 
good  Reafons)  oppofed  ;  for,  can  we  think  the  Enemies 
of  our  Country  are  altered,  or  have  they  changed  their 
Sentiments  and  Caufe,  have  they  kept  themfelves  clear 
and  honeft  in  a  Time  of  Degeneracy  and  Infatuation, 
or  rather,  have  they  not  been  as  deeply  concerned  in  our 
Misfortunes  as  others  r  In  Ihort,  are  they  not  the  Men 
that  now  oppofe  the  Healing  of  our  Differences  ?  Have 
we  forgot  their  known  Maxim,  Tjh^2f  no  Go^jernment  is 
n.':orth  Jerking  nxithout  Jchs  ?  Why  then  fhould  we  trufl 
fuch,  and  think  thofe  now  the  only  difmtereiled  Men, 
who,  when  in  Power,  have  been  the  molt  wicked  and 
corrupt  of  any  in  the  World  ? 

But,  Gentlemen,  coniider  farther,  if  thofe  Perfons 
whom  you  call  Plunderers,  will  ndt  be  your  Choice, 
be  fure  take  care  that  you  do  not  change  for  thofe  worft 
of  Plunderers,  even  thofe  that  would  fell,  not  only  their 
own,  but  your  Birth-right ;  thefe  Plunderers  exceed  the 
v»orfl  of  any  others,  as  far  as  Heaven  exceeds  the  Earth: 
You  ought  mofi:  ferioufiy  to  confider  this,  think  what  it 
is  that  lies  at  Stake,  'tis  your  Liberties,  and  if  ever  you 
put  it  in  the  Power  of  thofe  vAlO  are  known  Enemies 
to  you,  the  Curfe  v/ill  fall  on  your  own  Pleads  as  well 
as  others ;  and  the  better  to  know  thefe  Enemies  of  the 
common  Caufe,  think  of  the  Men,  who,  though  they 
have  taken  the  Oaths  to  the  King,  yet  think  they  owe 
him  no  Duty  ;  who  have  abjured  the  Pretender,  but  not 
forgot  him  ovho  perhaps  never  engaged  in  any  Rebel- 
lion or  Invaf  on,  yet  have  either  in  Words,  plealing 
Looks,  or  finally,  by  an  avowed  Silence,  aided  or  wiili- 
ed  well  to  a  Popifh  Pretender  ;  when  the  Caufe  of  the 
King,  the  Proteilant  Religion,  and  the  Liberties  of  E^cg-^ 
land  were  in  Danger.  Thefe  are  the  Perfons  that  when 
they  have  it  in  their  Power,  will  plunder  your  Liberties, 
and  thefe  are  the  Plunderers  you  ought  moll  to  fear  and 
defpife.  Let  thofe,  therefore,  that  would  in/lave  you, 
know,  that  though  fome  of  you  may  have  loft  your 
Money,  yet  that  you  are  refolved  not  to  part  with  your 
Senfes,  nor  to  loie  your  Liberties ;  let  them  know,  that 
the  true  UntiJ}^  Spirit  ftiil  prevails  among  you  \  and  by 
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the  Choice  you  make,  let  the  World  fee,  that  you  have 
had  a  Regard  to  fuch,  who  have  fignalized  themfelves 
ill  Defence  of  the  bell  King,  and  the  beil  Caufe  in  the 
World. 

There  is  one  Thing  more  which  I  muft  caution  you 
sgainil  (which.  Heaven  be  praifed,  is  not  fo  needful 
BOW  as  formerly)  that  you  would  take  Care  not  to  fol- 
io^zv  a  Multitude  to  do  E^uil ;  by  this  I  mean,  that  you 
would  not  follow  the  Clergy,  i.  e.  that  you  w///  not  be 
Trieft-ridden  ;  for  however  ufeful  their  ProfelTion  may 
be  to  our  Souls,  we  find  the  Generality  of  them 
no  great  Friends  to  our  Bodies.  It  may  be  there- 
fore at  fome  County  Ele6lions,  you  may  behold  great 
Numbers  of  the  f acred  Cloth,  on  the  Side  of  what  they 
call  the  C'—^h,  for  <ujhere  the  Carcaffes  are,  there 
'^ill  the  Eaghs  he  gathered  together.  It  is  my  Advice, 
Gentlemen,  that  you,,  would  Ihun  the  Side  which  has 
got  the  Majority  of  thefe  fpiritual  Guides  with  them  ; 
unlefs  the  Fr lefts  fhould,  at  this  Eleclion,  turn  honeft, 
%vhich,  not  to  fay  impolTible,  is  at  prefent  very  impro- 
bable. This  Hint,  therefore,  may  not  be  altogether 
mfelefs ;  however,  let  not  the  Word  C — —h,  guide  you 
one  Way  or  other,  you  know  it  is  a  flale  Artifice,  and 
ari  old  Ecclefiaflicai  Bite,  that  has  formerly  hurried 
great  Numbers  of  ignorant  People  to  work  their  own 
Deltru6tion  j  let  not  therefore  this  fenfelefs  Noife  of  a 
Stone  Wail,  confecrated  Bricks,  and  other  holy  Lum- 
ber, be  of  any  W eight  with  you  in  this  Affair  ;  remem- 
foer  that  empty  Sounds  and  noify  Words  are  no  Argu- 
ments I  and  to  follow  fuch,  is  at  once  to  give  vip  your 
Senfes  and  Reafon. 

It  is  highly  necelTary  that  all  Places,  who  fend  Re- 
prefentatives  to  Parliament,  fhou:d  fix  on  fuch  Perfons, 
who  either  know,  or  are  interelled  in  Trade  and  Com- 
merce 5  and  as  we  depend  on  Trade  for  our  chief  Sup- 
port, fo  none  can  be  better  Judges  who  is  fit  to  repre- 
&nt  them,  than  the  Inhabitants  themfelves  ;  I  only  re- 
«om.mend  it  to  them,  that  they  would  chufe  fuch  Gen-* 
tlemen  who  are  qualified  for  fo  great  a  Trull,  either  to 
gain  new  Advantages  for  our  Trade,,or  redrefs  fuch  Grie- 
vances which  may  have  obftruded  it.  I  doubt  not  but 
tkere  may  be  found  out  enough  gf  that  CharaSer  I  have 
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been  pleading  for  ;  I  infift  on  the  Qualifications  I  have 
mentioned,  as-  abfolutely  neceffary,  and  without  which  I 
fhall  ever  defpair  of  feeing  Truth  and  Juflice  prevail  : 
But  if  we  fhould  be  fo  happy  as  to  know  our  true  la- 
terell:,  and  diitino^uifli  between  Lieht  and  Darknefs, 
what  glorious  Effeds  may  we  not  expedl  from  fo'wiihed- 
for  a  Choice  !  we  may  then  hope  to  fee  the  King  reiga 
peaceably,  and  beloved  at  home,  his  Arms  conquering 
or  dreaded  abroad,  true  Religion  and  Liberty  flouriilij 
and  Virtue  once  more  lift  up  its  Head  !  We  may  thea 
hope  for  an  happy  Union  among  all  Proteflants,  whilll 
P^ebellion,  Bigotry,  Perfecution  and  Prieftcraft  fhall  lie 
groveling  beneath  our  Feet. 

A  Gentleman  of  my  Acquaintance  having  been  at 
the  Pains  to  paint  a  certain  Set  of  Men  in  their  heredi- 
tary Colours,  I  have  (with  his  Leave)  added  it  at  the 
End  of  thefe  Jd'vices  ;  perhaps  it  may  be  of  fome  Ser- 
vice to  thofe  Genuine  Sons  of  the  Church,  who  have  not 
feen  their  Pi(^ures  for  a  long  Seafon  ;  it  may  be  ufeful 
to  others,  who  have  parted  with  their  ov/n  Eyes  £o 
make  ufe  of  the  Parfon's  :  In  fhort,  'tis  offered  to  all 
that  will  take  the  Pains  to  read  it ;  and  then  I  doubt 
not  but  it  will  fpeak  for  itfelf. 
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^he  true  PiSftire  of  a  Modern  Tory  ;  or  a 
Hlgh-Chiirchrnaii  fainted  to  the  Life. 

^jThoivias  Gordon,  Efqy 
Anno  1722, 

A Tory  is  a  Monfler,  with  an  EiigUJh  Face,  a 
Popijh  Heart,  and  an  Irifb  Conftience  ;  a 
Creature  of  a  large  Forehead,  a  prodigious 
Mouth,  fupple  Hams,  and  no  Brains  :  Noife  and  De- 
bauchery, Oaths  and  Beggary,  are  the  four  Elements 
that  compofe  him  ;  his  Arms  are  thofe  of  Ifachavy  an 
Afs  couchant,  of  which  the  two  Supporters  are  Pa[/t^e 
Obedience  and  Nc?Z'RefiJfance>.  He  feems  to  be  defccnd- 
ed  from  Efau,  for  he  would  fain  truck  away  an  in- 
valuable Birth-right  for  a  Popijh  Pretender  ;  he  has  fo 
great  a  Kindnefs  for  Popery  and  Sla^'ery,  that  when- 
ever they  fnali  make  a  Match,  he'll  be  lure  to  put  iii 
for  a  Bride-man  :  But  though  fome  would  fetch  his 
Defcendant  from  E/au,  yet  others  (not  without  Reafon) 
run  his  Pedigree  a  great  deal  higher,  and  take  him  to 
be  a  Noadite,  or  one  of  the  Race  of  Cain,  that  would 
fain  be  perfecuting  his  Brother,  merely  becaufe  he  is 
more  righteous  than  himfelf. 

Y/ith  refpect  to  the  Sts^te,  a  High-Churchman  is  a 
Caterpillar  that  devours  every  greeil  Thing  in  a  fiourifh- 
Jng  Kingdom,  and  would  ftab  Liherty  and  Property  to 
4h42  Heart,  that  he  and  his  Fellow-Brutes,  like  Beafts  of 
Prey,  might  live  wholly  on  Spoil  and  Rapine  ;  they  are 
fit  only  to  be  Subjeds  to  Ncbuchcidnezxar ,  when  (be- 
reaved of  human  Senfe)  he  herded  with  the  Vv^ild  Af- 
fes  of  the  Defart.  Though  they  boall  themfelves  Eng- 
Itjhmen,  yet  they  aft  in  all  things  like  A^itipodes  to  their 
siiati^e  Country,  and  feern  rather  the  Spawn  of  fome 
^rrnch  je/uit ;  they  are  a  Sort  of  wild  Boars,  that  w^ould 
fain  root  out  the  Conflitution,  and  break  the  Balance  of 
our  happy  G  overnment,  by  rendering  that  defpvtic,\v\nc]i  is 
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tjlahlijl:ed  and  bounded  by  Lauu  :  He  is  fo  certain  that 
Monarchy  is  Jure  Diuino^  that  he  looks  upon  all  Peo- 
ple, living  under  Arijioa-acy  s  or  Democracy     to  be  in  a 
State  of  13amnatiqn  j  and  fancies  that  the  Grand  Seig-- 
nior,  the  C%ar  of  Mufco^jy^  and  the  Frcfich  King  dropt 
down  from  Heaven  w^ith  Crowns  on  their  Heads,  and 
that  all  their  Subjects  (except  the  Pr/efis )  were  bom 
with  Saddles  on  their  Backs.    A  right ///g-^^-F/y^r  is  as 
fond  of  Slavery,  as  others  are  of  Liberty,  and  will  be 
at  as  much  Charge  and  Pains  to  obtain  it ;  for  he  envies 
the  Happinefs  o{  Can^vas  Breeches  and  Woode?t  Shoes  :  He 
adnires  the  Mercy  of  the  Inquifitiony  and  prays  for  an 
Ecclefiaftical  Commiflion  ;  he  rails  at  Magna  Charta  as 
the  Seed-plot  of  Sedition^  and  fwears  it  was  firll  obtain- 
ed by  Rebellion,  and  that  all  our  Fore-fathers  were  Fools 
and  Rogues,  and  did  not  underftand  Fr^r<?g-^/'^x;^ ;  He 
wonders  v/hy  People  fhould  fquander  away  their  Time 
at  the  hns  of  Court,  or  what  need  there  is  either  of  the 
Ccmvion  Laiv,  or  the  Stafute-Book,  fmce  the  King  may 
at  any  time,  with  quicker  Difpatch,  declare  his  Pleafure 
in  any  Point  or  Controverfy,    But  'tis  plain  he  means 
not  his  Majefty  King  George,   whom  he  acknowledges 
to  be  fo,  becaufe  he  has  taken  the  Oaths  to  him.  He 
will  indeed  boaft  of  his  Loyalty,  but  we  never  fee  any 
thing  of  it,  unlefs  it  be  to  undermine  the  Goyernment, 
he  rears  and  fwaggers,  and  promifes  Mountains,  but 
performs  Nothing,  and  by  Lies  and  Mifreprefentations, 
gives  falfe  Meaiures ;  and  if  he  happens  to  be  in  a 
BlcLce,  or  wear  the  Kirigs  Cloth,  it  is  not  the  Caufe  but 
the  Crvf  that  he  barks  for. 

With  relation  to  the  Church,  our  'Tory  is  either  a  Crab 
Proteflant,  that  crawls  backwards  as  fafl  as  he  can  to 
Rome,  or  is  at  bed  but  a  Cats-foot,  wherevv^ith  the  Romifh 
Munkies  claw  the  P  rot  eft  ant  P^eligion  ;  he  is  one  that  does 
their  Drudgery,  though  he  has  not  the  Wit  to  fee  it, 
and  the  Wages  he  muft  expe£l,  is  Polyphemus^?,  Courte- 
fies,  to  be  devoured  laft  :  He  is  a  Flambeau,  kindled  by 
the  Jefuits,2Ci\^  flung  in  to  make  a, Combuftion  among  us ; 
He  , pretends  High  for  the  Church  of  England,  but  as 
he  underilands  not  her  Doctrines,  fo  he  diflionours  her 
by  his  lewd  Converfation  ;  the  only  Proof  both  of  his 
Religion  and  Courage  is,  that  he  fujean  moll  fervent- 
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ly  ;  his  Chriftianity  confifts  in  curfing  a-1  thofe  that  {lif^ 
jh-  from  him  ;  his  Tongue  is  always  tipped  with  Dam-- 
Pie,  and  Forty-One,  and  upon  all  Occafions  belches  out 
Huzza's  as  fail  as  Mount  jEtna  does  Fire  and  Brimflone. 

He  mortally  hates  Occo.fional  Confor?nity,  though  him- 
{oir  zzxi  occaftonally  be  prefent  at  ;  and  whilft  he 
clamours  at  Di [[enters  for  not  coming  to  Church,  he 
thinks  it  canonical  enough  to  fleep  over  the  Sabbath 
Day,  to  digeft  the  Fumes  of  Saturday  %  Debauch ;  or 
elfe  he  takes  a  Walk  in  St.  PauPs,  peeps  at  the  Preach- 
er, and  prefently  retires  to  the  Tavern  for  a  Whet  ta 
Dinner  ^  if  he  happen  to  be  of  a  more  ferious  Temper, 
he  is  as  fuperftitious  a  Bigot  as  any  in  the  Romijh  Church j 
and  he  had  rather  have  no  Preaching,  than  that  the 
Surplice  fhould  be  left  off,  and  thinks  his  Child  not 
chriflened,  if  it  be  not  done  with  the  Sign  of  the  Crofs  ; 
he  counts  Opus  Operatum  fulHcient,  and  thinks  it  a  great- 
er Abomination  to  eat  Fkjh  on  a  Friday^  than  to  defile 
his  Neighbour  s  Bed ;  and  he  abhors  more,  not  to  honv  at 
the  Syllables  of  the  Word  Jefus,  than  to  fwear  by  the 
Name  of  God ;  he  is  fare  the  Friefts  have  a  Divine  Right 
from  Jejus  Chrift^  to  do  as  much  Wickednefs  as  they 
pleafe,  and  that  it  is  the  Duty  of  the  Laity  to  bow  down 
to  them  ^joiih  their  Faces  to  the  Earth  ;  he  is  fully  per- 
fuaded,  that  the  Clergy  are  fo  like  the  Apoftles,  that 
they  came  in  an  ujiintei^rupted  Succejjion  from  them  ;  tho' 
he  feems  to  believe  there  are  not  more  Gods  than  One^ 
yet  he  knows  there  is  no  going  to  Heaven  without  a 
Ticket  from  the  Lord's  Amhaffadors,  whom  he  firmly 
believes  have  the  fole  Right  of  difpofing  of  Heaven  and 
Hell :  If  you  talk  foberly  with  him  about  Religion,  he 
flaps  you  over  the  Face  with  Herefy,  Schifm<,  s.nd  Fa^io^-, 
tells  you  he  is  of  the  Church,  as  by  Laiu  efablijhed,  and 
fo  you  are  at  once  confuted  by  his  unanfwerable  Argu- 
ments ;  he  combats  T  ruth  with  Curfes,  and  Mercy  with 
Mad?2efs  ;  he  takes  Mif chief  for  Merit,  and  his  Priefi  for 
his  Maker.  In  a  Word,  a  T^ory  is  a  Tool  of  Rome,  an 
Emifiary  of  the  Pretender-" a  Friend  to  Prief  craft,  an 
Enemy  to  his  King  and  Country,  and  an  Underminer  o£ 
Qur  happy  Conftitatioxij  both  in  Church  and  State, 
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A  Sermon  preached  before  the  Learned  So-^ 
defy  of  Lincoln's-Inn,  on  January  3  O3 
in "^2^  from  Job  xxxiv.  30.  That  the 
Hypocrite  reign  not^  left  the  People  be 
infnared. 

Fieri  pctejj,  qucd  Jit  in  tnultis  qudvjiionihusy  ut  res  njerhojtar  - 
ilia  jity  hac  brevier,  Cic. 

By  Thomas  Gordon,  Efq\ 
Anno  1733. 

IN  the  thirty-fourth  Chapter  of  the  Book  of  Joh^ 
and  the  thirtieth  Verie,  it  is  thus  written  :  ^hat 
the  Hypocrite  reign  noty  left  the  People  he  i^ifnared^ 

Triendsy  Brethren^  a7id  Countrymen^ 
I  prefent  myfelf  before  you,  on  this  Occalion,  with 
the  greater  Alacrity  and  Afiurance,  for  that  I  am  con- 
fcious  of  no  Engagement  to  any  Party  or  Opinion  repug- 
nant to  Truth,  and  the  general  Interefl  of  my  Councry  : 
I  am  under  no  Pay  or  Influence  to  fupport  ancient  Pre- 
judices and  falfe  Reafonings :  under  no  Biafs  to  flatter 
particular  Fraternities  and  Fa6lions,  nor  awed  by  the 
Fear  of  offending  them.  For  the  Rule  and  Guide  of  my 
Politics,  I  have  the  Conilitution  and  Hifcory  of  E?tgland ; 
and  in  my  Religion,  I  am  governed  by  the  Bible  and 
common  Senfe.  Fie  who  v/alks  by  thefe  Rules  walks  fe- 
curely  ;  and  he  v/ho  follows  the  arbitrary  Notions,  fo- 
phiftical  Diitindions,  and  bare  Averments  of  Men,  is 
fure  to  be  deceived,  at  leafl  can  never  know  that  he  is  ■- 
not. 

I'hat  the  Hypocrite  i^elgn  not,  left  the  People  be  in* 
fnared. 

The  Tafic  which  from  thefe  Word:.  I  propofr  to  my- 
felf, ij  to  defend  the  Right  of  every  Man  to  private  Judg- 
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ment  and  Opinion,  to  fliew  the  Abfurdity  and  WickeCi- 
nefs  of  fetting  up  Authority  againil  Confcience,  and  to 
manifeft  the  pernicious  Tendency  and  Effeds  of  Power 
and  immoderate  Wealth  in  the  Clergy.  As  I  go  along, 
I  Ihall  apply  my  Reafoning  to  the  Purpofe  of  the  Day  ; 
and,  at  the  Ccncluiion,  add  a  Word  concerning  the  un- 
happy Prince,  whofe  Blood  was  fhed  on  this  Day  ;  with 
the  proper  Ufe  to  be  made  of  it. 

Good  Senfe  is  our  firft  and  laft  Guide,  fmce  by  that 
we  are  to  judge  of  all  other  Guides  ;  and  there  is  more 
Sound  than  Meaning  in  the  Objection  which  lome  make 
to  the  Guidance  ofReafon,  when  they  afk,  Whether 

we  are  to  judge  of  that  by  which  v/e  are  to  be  judged," 
namely,  the  holy  Scriptures ;  fmce  we  muft  recur  to  Rea- 
fon  to  know  whether  the  Scriptures  be  holy,  and  whe- 
ther we  are  to  be  judged  by  them.  'Tis  to  little  Pur- 
pofe to  tell  us,  that  for  this  we  muft  take  the  Word 
*^  and  Authority  of  holy  Men."  For,  we  muftilill  con- 
fuk  our  Reafon  whether  thefe  be  holy  Men  or  no,  and 
whether  we  ought  to  believe  them  or  no  ^  feeing  there 
are  many  Sets  of  Men  all  pretending  to  be  holy,  all 
claiming  this  Authority  to  tliemfelves  only,  and  all  de- 
Dying  it  to  every  other  Set. 

Our  Reafon  muft  therefore  determine^  which  of  all 
thefe  are  the  moll  holy,  and  whether  any  of  them  be 
more  fo  than  ourfelves.  If  the  Ways  of  Holinefs  and  of 
Knowledge  be  as  obvious  to  us  as  to  them,  we  may- 
have  as  much  of  either  as  they  have ;  and,  in  Truth, 
the  Sources  of  both  are  as  open  to  us  as  to  them.  Be- 
fides,  it  ought  to  mortify  their  Pride,  and  be  a  Lefibn 
of  Humility  to  them,  as  itisfurely  one  of  Caution  to 
us,  to  fee  that  they  never  agree  with  one  another ;  that  » 
even  thofe  of  the  fame  Society,  profefTmg  the  fame  Faith,^ 
fubfcribing  the  fame  Articles,  and  profefling  to  believe 
the  fame  Scriptures,  agree  not  in  the  Rules  and  Expla- 
nations which  they  exhibit  to  us.  Great  is  their  Vari- 
ance, not  only  about  Ceremonies,  Circumftantials  and 
Difcipline,  but  even  about  ElTentials,  about  Principles  to 
be  believed,  about  Duties  to  be  pradifed,  and  even  about  " 
the  Nature,  Operations,  and  Attributes  of  the  Deity ; 
nay,  equally  great  and  fignal  is  their  Want  of  mutual  ' 
Charity,  as  is  their  Want  of  Concord.    A.re  thefe  to  be  | 
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our  Guides,  who  thus  pull  us  various  and  oppofite  Ways  ? 
Can  they  teach  mutual  Love  and  Forbearance,  who 
hate  and  revile  each  other  ?  And  is  it  not  notable  W ant 
of  Modelly  in  them,  who  cannot  agree  with  one  ano- 
ther, to  expefl  that  we  fhould  agree  with  them  all,  or 
with  any  of  them,  when  we  approve  not,  or  compre- 
hend not,  what  they  fay,  or  when  what  they  fay  is  evi- 
dently for  their  Interefl  and  againil:  ours,  as  all  their 
Aims  at  Power  and  Wealth  evidently  are  ? 

This  Reafoning,  if  it  be  true,  as  I  think  it  is,  will 
ferve  to  condemn  Archbifhop  Laud  and  his  AfTociates^ 
who  exadted  a  blind  Obedience  to  their  own  Tenets  and 
Schemes,  a  rigid  Conformity  to  all  their  Ceremonies^ 
Inventions,  and  Innovations,  and  cruelly  perfecuted  all 
who  preferred  Confcience  to  Complaifance,  and  were 
better  Chridians  than  Churchmen  and  Courtiers. 

Surely  it  ought  to  check  and  cool  the  Fiercenefs  of  Re- 
ligionifts  of  all  Sorts  towards  each  other  about  Difference 
in  Opinion,  to  behold  how  flaming  and  rigorous  every 
Man  is  in  behalf  of  his  own ;  to  behold  the  moll  ridicu- 
lous and  pernicious  Opinions  defended  with  equal  Ob- 
flinacy  and  Bitternefs.  The  Je^,  the  Papift,  the  Ma- 
home  tan,  the  Banian,  have  all  equal  Satisfa&on  in  their 
own  feveral  Syllems,  have  all  equal  Deteilation  for  one 
another,  and  for  every  different  Se£l. 

Is  not  this  a  pregnant  Proof,  that  all  this  furious  Zeal 
is  falfe  Zeal,  that  it  is  all  miferable  Bigotry  and  Preju- 
dice, or  conltitutional  Intemperance  of  Spirit  ?  A  zeal- 
ous Jezv,  had  he  been  bred  a  Papiil,  would  have  been 
equally  zealous  for  Popery,  and  perhaps  for  burning 
thofe  very  Jecivs  who  are  nov/  his  Brethren,  Had  the 
late  Dr.  Sacheuerel  been  educated  in  the  Scottijh  Kirk, 
he  v/ould,  doubtlefs,  have  breathed  as  fierce  Perfecution 
againfl  Prelacy  as  he  has  done  for  it,  and  treated  it  with 
as  foul  and  uncomely  Names,  as  he  treated  Diflenters 
and  falfe  Brethren. 

The  fame  is  true  of  Archbifhop  Laud,  and  of  other 
hafty  and  pafTionate  Zealots ;  provided  always,  that  all 
other  Preferments  in  another  Way  be  taken  away  ;  elfe 
the  Batteries  of  their  Zeal  are  often  quickly  changed^ 
and  turned  againft  the  Party  for  whom  they  were  firft 
ereded  :  Witnefs  Parker,  Biiliop  of  Oxford,  and  Ward, 
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Bifhop  of  Sarum,  once  both  holy,  praying,   and  rigid 
Preftyterians,  afterwards  both  rigid  Perfecutors  of  Pref- 
byterians.    Is  it  not  probable  that  they  would  have  died 
Prefbyterians,  had  the  Church  Preferments  been  out  of 
their  Reach  ? 

This  Confideration  therefore,  that  every  Man  is  fond 
of  his  own  Opinions,  and  not  the  lefs  fond  for  their  be- 
ing, very  foolilh  and  extravagant,  ought  to  keep  Men 
from  quarrelling  about  any  Opinions,  and  to  look  up*- 
on  thofe  who  promote  fuch  Quarrels  as  Mongers,  and 
their  v.  orfl  Enemies.    This  Enmity  about  Notions,  Chi- 
meras^ Ceremonies,  and  other  idle  Difputes ;  this  War 
about  Y/ords^  and  Creeds,  and  Articles,  a  War  and  Dif- 
pute  which  have  produced  fuch  mighty  Bloodilicd  and 
Defolation  in  the  World,  has  been  the  fole  Work  and 
Contrivance  of  ambitious  Clergymen  ;  who,  for  Ends  of 
their  ov/n,  and  the  Gratification  of  their  Pride  and  Fury, 
and  other  evil  PalTions,  had  the  Art  and  Cruelty  to  make 
the  Laity  thus  to  perfecute  and  butcher  one  another. 
V/hat  infamous  Inhumanity  was  this  in  Clergymen  f  ;| 
What  Frenzy  and  Infatuation  in  the  Laity  ?  But  fuch  | 
are  ever  the  Effects  of  implicit  Belief,  which  is  naturally  ^| 
followed  by  implicit  Obedience,  which  is  the  certain  y 
Beginning  as  well  as  the  certain  Confequence  of  Slavery.  | 
All  this  Evil,  Uacharitablenefs,  and  Barbarity,  arofe 
from  the  wicked  and  impoffible  Attempt  to  force  or  fup- 
prefs  private  Judgment  and  Confcience.  Of  fuch  mighty 
Confequence  it  is,  that  the  IJypocrife  reign  not ;  fince, 
where-ever  he  does,  the  People  njoill  furely  he  irjizared. 

What  added  to  this  Evil  and  Infolence,  this  hellifh- 
Cruelty  upon  the  Score  of  Opinion,  and  made  it  ftill 
more  provoking  and  intolerable  was,  that  it  was  all 
perpetrated  in  the  Name  of  Chrifi,  of  the  meek  Jefus^ 
and  faid  to  be  for  his  Church  and  Caufe  :  A- Declara- 
tion fo  impudent  and  incredible,  that  it  could  only  be 
made  by  Men  who  were  void  of  Shame,  to  Men  Vv'ho 
wanted  Eyes.  It  was  as  falfe  as  the  Gofpel  was  true  ;  , 
nor  could  a  Revelation  which  infpired  or  warranted  any 
Degree  of  Bitternefs  or  Cruelty,  ever  have  come  from' 
God,  or  from  anv  but  the  Antao-oniil  of  God  and  Errc- 
my  of  Man,  from  Hypocrites  reigning,  that  is,  tyran- 
nizing in  the  Name  of  the  Lord. 
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Yet  fo  thefe  hardened  Deluders  argued,  trufiing  to  the 
t'ower  of  Delufion  ;  efpecially  when  to  that  Power  of 
j  DeUifion  they  had  added  a  good  Share  of  fecular  Power  ; 
And  before  they  could  make  the  Laity  fuch  blind  Tools  as 
to  be  the  Tormentors  and  Executioners  of  one  another, 
they  had  eradicated  every  Grain  and  Principle  of  Cha- 
}  rity  out  of  their  Hearts,  yet  made  them  believe  them- 
\  feives  the  only  true  Chriftians. 

This  was  the  Ufe  W'hich  fuch  Clergymen  made  of  the 
I  boundlefs  Trufl  and  Power  given  them  by  the  I.aity ; 
I  and  over  the  Laity  they  exercifed  it  v/ithout  Bounds  or 
Mercy.    Such  was  the  Power  of  Laud  and  the  Clergy 
of  his  Time,  and  fuch  the  unliallov/ed  and  inhuman  Ufe 
which  they  made  of  it  ;  yet  that  Ufe  was  the  ufual  and 
natural  Ufe,  the  Power  icfelf  being  unnatural.  Lideed. 
I  worldly  Power  and  Opulence  in  fuch  as  preach  the  Gof- 
i  pel,  are  fo  repugnant  to  the  Spirit  and  Precepts  of  the 
j  Gofpel,  that  it  is  no  Wonder  they  cannot  thrive  or  in- 
deed fubfiil  together  ;  but  the  Gofpel  nrail:  either  deflroy 
them,  or  they  the  Gofpel.    It  is  too  vifible  on  which 
Side  the  Victory  has  chiefly  turned.    Whatev^er  fills 
:  Alen  v/ith  Pride  and  Platred,  and  prompts  them  to  Seve- 
I  rity  and  Revenge,   may  be  Popery  or  Mahometanifm., 
1'  but  is  juft  as  contrary  to  Chriiiianity,  as  ChriHianity  is 
to  all  Pride  and  Hatred,  to  all  Rigour  and  Vengeance. 

From  hence  it  is  plain  who  they  are,  what  Set  of  Men, 
I  that  have  hurt  and  abufed,  perverted  and  aboliflied  Chri- 
\  itianity  moil.  I  am  forry  to  fay  it,  but  it  is  too  true, 
|j  that  in  many  Countries,  and  at  many  Times,  the  Church 
I  and  Religion  have  been  very  diflin^Tt  and  oppofite  Things : 
[}  Sure  I  am,  that  I  have  feen  very  good  Churchmen  who 
|!  were  very  bad  Chriilians,  and  fomie  who  were  no  Chri- 
[1  ftians  at  all.  I  will  not  fay  that  Laud  was  no  Chrillian  ; 
I  but  I  may  boldly  afiirm,  that  he  refembled  not  the  firft 
I  Chriflians,  nor  poffcfTed  a  Chriftian  Temper  :  An  ex- 
R  treme  good  Churchman  I  readily  own  him. 
I  I'hat  it  is  not  Religion  or  Chriiiianity,  but  chiefly,  if 
I  not  only,  Palfion  and  Prejudice,  which  determine  Men 
I  to  a  Fondnefs  for  their  own  Set  of  Notions  and  for  their 
lown  j^ommunity,  appears  from  hence,  that  if  a  vicious 
Man  be  on  their  Side,  efpecially  if  he  profefs  much  Zeal 
for  Hi.  Party,  they  chcrifh  and  extol  him  ;  vvhilll  upon 
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a  very  unblameable  and  pious  Man,  who  is  not  of  tlieU* 
Party,  they  are  apt  to  bellow  very  ill  Language,  and 
often  ill  Uiage.  This  is  not  the  Spirit  of  true  Religion^ 
but  of  Paiiion  and  Partiality  :  Yet  this  Spirit  too  many 
derive  from  their  particular  Religion,  which  they  think 
the  beft,  but  which  furely  is  very  bad  ;  and  it  were  bet- 
ter they  had  none,  than  one  which  banifhes  their  Reafon 
and  Humanity.  Now,  if  fuch  a  Spirit  fhould  ever  hap- 
pen to  polTefs  thofe  who  profefs  to  be  our  Guides,  we 
may  judge  how  wife  and  fafe  it  would  be  to  trull  to  their 
Guidance,  or  even  to  own  them  as  Guides.  Had  there 
been  no  fuch  Guides  about  an  hundred  Years  aoro,  we 
Ihould  not,  in  all  Likelihood,  have  had  this  Day  now  to 
folemnise.  The  ilrange  Dodrines  and  bitter  OppreiTiona 
in  thofe  Days,  naturally  produced  fuch  a  Day  as  this 
Day. 

It  is  not  Religon,  at^eaft  not  the  Chrifdan  Religion, 
that  heats  and  animates  fuch  Men  ;  it  is  only  Fadlion,  a 
Complication  of  evil  and  unhallowed  Paffions.  Whoever 
loves  or  hates,  bleifes  or  curfes,  from  Anger  or  Fondnefs, 
from  Obligation  or  Refentment,  belies  Religion,  if  he 
pretend,  mider  its  holy  Name,  to  hide  bafe  Ends,  and  a 
v/orldly  and  partial  Heart.  It  is  by  fuch  feliifli  and  un- 
v/orthy  Ways  that  the  Church  and  Religion  have  feme* 
times  come  to  fignify  contradictory  Things  :  It  is  thus 
that  Men  who  have  had  no  Religion  or  Virtue,  have 
been  extolled  as  excellent  Churchmen  :  It  is  thus  that 
Men  of  the  highefl  Religion  and  Virtue,  have  been, 
and  often  are,  reviled  and  condemned  as  bad  Church- 
men ;  and  it  is  thus  that  pious  Chriflians  have  been  pu- 
nifhed,  fometimes  burned,  by  fuch  as  were  fpecial 
Churchmen,  but  not  Chriflians.  And  indeed,  whenever 
fuchfalfe  Zealots  manifeil  fuch  a  Spirit  of  Lnpatience, 
of  Rage  and  Reviling,  they  cannot  give  a  clearer  Proof 
that  fuch  Spirit  is  not  of  Chrift,  fmce  it  is  fo  oppofite  to 
his  Spirit.  Nor  can  Men  v/ho  fhew  themfelvcs  full  of 
Bitternefs  and  want  of  Charity,  be  at  all  commiffioned 
by  him,  who  was  all  Meeknefs,  and  gave  to  his  Difciples 
a  new  Commandment,  that  they  fhould  lo^je  07ie  anothc7\^ 
and  even  lo^e  their  Enemies,  Yet  who  fo  fudden  to  wax 
wroth  as  many  of  his  pretended  SuccefTors  ?  Who  more 
forward  and  unmanly  in  calling  unfeemly  Names  ;  a 
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JPraclice  as  common  with  many  of  them,  as  with  the 
meanefl  Men,  and  even  the  loweft  Sort  of  Women  ? 
Heretic,  Atheift^  hifdel,  are  amongil  fuch  Cburchmeii 
Words  of  Reproach,  equivalent  to  the  foul  Language 
which  the  Vulgar  throw  at  one  another,  and  equally 
fhockino;  to  well-bred  Men  and  true  Chridians. 

Surely,  from  Men  who  come  from  God,  and  are 
Vicegerents  to  his  Son,  one  would  naturally  exped  a 
•Godlike  Behaviour,  with  an  uncom.mon  Store  of  Chrillian 
Meeknefs  and  Benevolence.  How  does  Rage,  how  do 
grofs  Names  of  Abufe,  how  does  Uncharitablenefs,  Re- 
venge, Avarice,  Ambition,  and  the  moil  favage  PaiTions 
\and  Demeanour,  fuit  with  a  CommiiTion  from  Heaven^ 
(^nd  the  Gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoil  ? 

/  I  proceed  now^  to  difpourfe  more  direclly  upon  the  un- 
«lue  Wealth  and  Power  of  the  Clergy,  dnd  the  great 
/Evils  attending  the  fame  ;  from  whence  will  appear  the 
iCalamities  and  certain  Thraldom  attending  the  Reign  of 
\Hjpocrites . 

?    The  Clergy,  whenever  they  were  left  to  take  as  muck 
'Power  and  Wealth  as  they  pleafed,  rarely  thought  the 
^Whole  too  much ;  nor  do  I  remember  any  Inftance 
"wliere-ever  they  owned  that  they  had  enough.  Thus 
they  have  ingrofTed  fome  Countries  whole;  of  others 
the  greatefl  and  bell  Parts ;  and  as  much  as  they  could 
of  all.    Where  they  have  the  Soil,  they  have  the  Power 
in  Courfe  ;  and  v/here  they  have  both  (that  is  to  fay  in 
Popifh  Countries)  they  are  the  moil  unmerciful  of  all 
Landlords,  and  the  moll  oppreffive  of  all  Magiftrates. 
Look  over  the  fme  Continent  of  Lalv,  and  other  Climes 
where  Priefls  riot  and  tyrannize,  you  will  find  the  Laity 
there  and  every  where  ilarving,  when  the  Clergy  are  the 
Land  Owners. 

Ought  not  the  Laity  in  other  Countries  to  take  Warn- 
ing by  this  ?  And  is  it  not  monflrous  and  unnatural  for 
any  Number  of  Laymen  to  concur  with  the  Clergy  ia 
their  exorbitant  Claims  ?  Should  not  the  Laity  too  learn, 
by  the  Example  of  the  Clergy,  to  take  Care  of  them- 
felvcs  ?  What  Wealth  the  Clergy  have,  they  have  from 
the  Laity  :  By  the  Power  that  they  feek  or  affunic,  they 
would  bind  and  govern  the  Laity.    Is  it  natural,  or  j  alt. 
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or  Wife  in  the  Laity,  to  irnpoverifh  themfelves  in  ordet- 
to  enrich  the  Clergy,  to  forge  their  own  Chains,  to  ex- 
alt their  own  Creatures  and  Fenfioners  into  Tyrants  and 
Tafkmaflers ;  or  to  fufFer  them  fo  to  exalt  themfelves  ? 
Can  they  forget  the  Infolence  and  Tyranny  of  Arclibi- 
fhop  Latid,  the  terrible  Height  of  Power  which  he  had 
ufurped,  with  his  afpiring  Views  to  raife  the  Clergy 
above  the  Laity  and  the  Law?  Can  they  forget  his 
fancy  Declaration,  that  he  hoped  to  fee  the 'It  me '-when  ne'er 
a  "jack  Gentleman  in  Hw^ciwd.  Jhould dare  to  he  cc^vered  be- 
fore the  tneaneft  Trieft  ?  And  as  an  Indication  how  much 
many  of  the  Clergy  thought,  and  wifhed,  and  defigned, 
as  he  did,  they  of  this  Stamp  have  been  ever  fince  ado- 
ring and  extoliing  this  ufurping  Archprieft,  this  Perfe- 
ciitor  and  Oppreflbr,  this  LiHrument  and  Prompter  of 
OpprelTion. 

The  Man  who  contends  for  Povvcr  and  Riches  to  the 
Priefls,  is  ever  popular  with  the  Pligh-Prieilhood,  ever 
their  Darling  i  nor  are  they  always  over  anxious  about 
the  Soundnefs  of  either  his  Faith  or  Morals.  Is  not  this 
too  a  Rule  and  Example  to  the  Laity  ?  And  ought  not 
the  Laity  to  prize  and  prote£t,  and  encouiage  any  Lay- 
man who  ailerts  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  his  Bre- 
thren the  Laity  ?  Is  it  not  equally  fair,  and  grateful,  and 
honourable,  to  cherifn  and  eileem  any  Clergyman,  or 
Number  of  Ciergymxn,  who  are  candid  enough  to  main- 
tain the  Intereft  and  Independency  of  the  Laity  ?  Is  it 
not  foolilh,  ungrateful,  diihonefl:,  and  even  barbarous, 
to  revile  or  evil-intreat  fuch  Clergymen ;  to  abafe  and 
weaken  thefe  our  Friends,  and  to  join  with  our  Enemies, 
with  fuch  as  would  enthral  us,  and  bring  us  under  their 
blind  Guidance  ?  Where  the  Clergy  are  opulent,  do  not 
the  People  ftarve  ?  Where  the  Clergy  have  Power,  are 
not  the  People  Slaves  ?  Is  it  not  thus  in  Spain,  thus  in 
Italy  ?  In  thefe  Countries,  where  they  are  Proprietors  of 
all  Things,  and  .govern  all  Men,  can  they  be  even  faid 
to  be  Teachers,  or  even  to  be  Chriftians  ?  No ;  their 
Teaching  is  deceiving,  their  Doctrines  are  Lies  and  Im- 
pieties, and  their  Lives  antichriilian.  Chriftianity  and 
Truth  would  undo  them.  They  have  therefore  banifhed 
Chriilianity  and  ereded  the  Priefthood  ;  and  for  Chriji 
and  Trufh,  they  preach  themfelycs  and  Fables.  E'l^'ery 
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one^  from  the  leafi  enje7i  unto  the  greatefty  is  gl^oen  to  Cg^ 
^etciifucfs  ;  froin  the  Prophet  euen  to  the  Priejf,  every  one 
dealeth  faJfely,  Jer.  viii.  lo. 

This  is  the  Effect  of  Power  and  Wealth  in  Churclimen  ; 
two  Things  which  have  proved  fuch  a  certain  and  heavy- 
Curfe  upon  Religion  and  the  World,  as  if  the  holy  Au- 
thor of  both  meant  thence  to  convince  Mankind,  how  per^ 
nicious,  hov\r  deftrudive  they  every-where  are '  to  hii^ 
Church  and  People,  and  to  warn  all  Men  and.  Nations 
againft  fufFering  or  encouraging  them. 

Great  Power  and  Revenues  in  Churchmen  have  4iot 
only  produced  and  multiplied  every  Mifchief  formerly 
known  in  the  World,  but  alfo  produced  Mifchiefs  fo  new 
and  terrible,  as  the  World,  even  the  Pagan  World,  ne- 
ver knew  before  ;  fuch  as  Perfecution  and  Butchery  for 
Confcience  and  Opinion,  Wars  and  national  Maffacres 
for  Religion,  with  that  mighty  Compendium  of  all  that 
is  horrid,  treacherous,  aTid  cruel,  upon  Earth,  the  exe- 
crable Tribunal  of  the  Inquifition,  What  had  Pagan  ifm 
fo  fhocking  and  horrible,  as  to  be  compared  to  this  I 
Not  even  their  human  Sacrifices,  which  were  few  in 
Comparifon,  occafional,  and  flated.  The  Inquifition  is 
a  continual  human  Slaughter-houfe  ;  and  in  it  Men, 
Myriads  of  Men,  have  been  immolated,  after  tedious 
Macerations  in  dark  and  frightful  Dungeons,  after  un- 
relenting Racks  and  Tortures,  with  every  Species  of 
Treachery,  Mifery  and  Terror,;  and  all  for  the  bei1: 
Thing  which  they  could  do,  for  their  Sincerity  and  Piety 
in  worfhipping  the  Deity  in  the  Way  which  they  were 
perfuaded  he  liked  beft. 

Now,  as  the  Inquifition  is  nothing  but  the  higheft  Im- 
provement of  Perfecution,  which  begins  with  Teils  and 
negative  Penalties,  but  ends  in  Fires  and  Halters,  I  will 
enumerate  a  few  of  the  many  Caufes  for  w^hich  Men  are 
committed  to  it ;  and  they  are  fuch,  and  fo  various,  that 
no  Man,  who  in  the  leaft  exercifes  his  own  Faculties,  or 
pradtifes  common  Charity  and  Mercy,  or  even  has  com- 
mon Commerce  with  the  World,  can  avoid  it,— — If  he 
has  heard  a  Heretic  preach  or  pray  (that  is,  if  he  has 
thus  heard  the  beft  and  wifefl  Man  upon  Earth,  whey 
differs  from  the  Extravagancies  of  Churchmen  : }  If  when 
he  is  fummoned  he  appear  not :  If  being  excommuni- 
Vol.  il.  N  cate^ 
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cate,  lie  fne  not  for  Abfblution :  If  a  Heretic  (for  Ex- 
ample, a  Mr.  or  a  Sir  ^'^^^c  Nenjston)  be  his  Friend  : 
If  he  do  any  Acl  of  Kindnefs  for  a  Heretic ;  vifit  him, 
treat  him,  afiiil  him,  or  Ihew  him  Pity,  or  give  him ' 
Counfel :  If  he  fufpe£lthe  Truth  of  their  lying  Legends 
and  forged  Miracles  :  If  he  affert  the  Indifference  of 
Meats  or  of  Days,  or  interpret  Scripture 'according  to 
iiis  own  and  to  common  Senfe  :  If  he  conceal  any  Here- 
fy,  his  own  or  other  People's  :  If  he  fpare  Father  or 

Mother,  Wife  or  Child,  he  is  for  theie,  or  any  of 

thefe  Caufes,  and  for  a  thoufand  others,  liable  to  the  un- 
paralleFd  Cruelties  of  the  Inquifition.  liCt  me  add, 
that  by  Herefy  is.  meant  every  confcientious,  honeft,  ra- 
tional, and  benevolent  Opinion,  differing  from  the  fenfe- 
lefs,  narrow,  barbarous  Whims  and  Grimaces  of  the 
Priefls. 

As  a  Proof  what  quick  Havock  fuch  a  Tribunal  muft 
make  in  a  Country,  Cardinal  Tiirquemeda,  the  fir  ft  In- 
quifitor-General  in  Spaz?!^  even  in  the  Infancy  of  the  In- 
quifition, brought  an  hundred  thoufand  Souls  into  it  in 
the  fmall  Space  of  fourteen  Years  :  Of  thefe,  fix  thou- 
fand v/ere  burnt  alive.  Obferve  too,  that  when  fuch 
Perfons  are  feized,  all  that  they  have  is  alfo  feized,  and 
their  Families  left  to  ilarve,  or  fent  thither  too,  if  they 
iliew  Pity,  or  attempt  Affiftance. 

Can  the  merciful  and  wife  God,  can  the  meek  and 
compailionate  Jefusy  who  laid  down  his  Life  for  Men^ 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  fuch  a  Church,  or  with  fuch 
liellifh  Inftruments  and  Butchers,  impudently  calling 
themfelves  holy,  and  their  Scene  of  Butchery  the  holy 
Offce  F  Wifely  did  our  firft  Reformers  difown  her  being 
^  Church  :  Laud,  afterwards,  and  his  Followers,  la- 
boured to  reilore  her  Credit,  contended  for  her  being  a 
true  Church,  and  even  derived  themfelves  from  her  ; 
nay,  ]fi:rove  to  fhew  themfelves  worthy  of  the  Kindred 
and  Defcent,  by  afiiiming  her  Pride  and  Cruelties  : 
Witnefs  their  numerous  Imprifonments,  exceifive  Fines, 
Whippings,  Difmembrings,  and  other  Barbarities  ;  to 
their  own  Infamy,  and  to  the  Difhonour  of  Proteilants 
and  of  our  Nation. 

.  Equal  to  its  other  Horrors  is  the  black  Treachery  pr?c- 
tifed  by  that  detcftable  Court,  and  by  all  who  belong  to. 
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or  affift  it.  In  order  to  infnarea  Man  into  the  Inquiii- 
tion,  they  will  travel  Countries,  and  crofs  the  Seas,  to 
become  acquainted  with  him  ;  will  court,  carefs  and 
flatter  him,  treat  him,  make  him  Prefents,  lend  him 
Money,  adminifter  to  his  Pleafures,  feem  to  love  and 
adopt  his  Opinions,  rail  at  the  Church,  curfe  his  Perfe- 
cu-tors  and  the  Inquifition,  and  fwear  him  an  eternal 

Friendfhip  all  with  a  black  and  murderous  Furpofe, 

to  feize  him  in  a  proper  Place,  and  carry  him  off  to  the 
Fires  and  Racks  of  that  infernal  Tribunal.  But  where 
the  Intereft  of  that  Church  is  concerned,  Villainy  changes 
its  Nature,  and  becomes  meritorious  ;  and  the  blackeli 
Perfidy,  and  even  Perjury,  is  efleerned  and  pradifed  as 
good  Policy,  Thus  the  Pope's  Legate,  at  the  Head  of 
a  Crufade  againft  the  Jlbige^ifes^  entrapped  their  Protec- 
tor and  General,  the  Count  de  Beziers,  folemnly  fworn 
not  to  hurt  bim,  and  then  feized  and  imprifoned  him. 

Let  me  jufc  add  upon  this  Head,  that  Blafphem^,  or 
any  outrageous  Words  and  Defiance  olFcred  to  Almighty 
God,  is  not  punifhable,  nor  cognizable  in  the  Inquifi 
tion.  The  great  Crime  and  Furfuit  there  is  Flerefy  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  Blafphemy  againil  the  Trade  and  Opinion 
of  Priefts.  So  that  any  profane  Wretch  may  blafphenie 
God  without  Fear  of  the  Inquifitors,  provided  he  blaf- 
pheme  like  a  good  Churchman,  and  fay  nothing  againft 
the  Priells  or  their  Gear:  Bat  if  Fierefy  be  mixed  with 
his  Blafphemy,  he  cannot  hope  to  efcape.  Mofl  re- 
markable too  and  (hocking  is  the  Impudence  and  Hypo- 
crify  of  thefe  Inquifitors,  when  after  having  long  (larved 
in  their  horrid  Dungeons  the  wretched  Offender ;  after 
having  long  terrified,  mifufed  and  tortured  him,  they^ 
at  laft  deliver  him  over  to  the  fecular  Arm  :  They  have 
the  folemn  Afllirance,  to  hefeech  the  Ci^il  Magifirate^  in  the 
Boivels  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  not  to  hurt  his  Life  or  Limb  ;  yet 
v/ould  excommunicate  the  Civil  Magiftrate,  if  he  did. 

not  burn  him  alive,  Such  is  the  terrible  Power  and 

Falfliood  of  Hypocrites  reigning. 

I  am  far  from  thinking  that  what  I  have  faid  about 
the  Inquifition  is  a  Digrefhon.  That  terrible  Part  of 
Popery,  or  indeed  any  other  Part  of  Popery,  which  is 
all  terrible,  is  too  little  known  in  England.  For  fome 
time  after  the  Reformation,  a  due  Horror  was  kept  up 
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amongll  the  People  by  our  Preachers  againft  the  Churcli 
of  Rome  :  And  it  was  done  like  Proteftants,  and  is  their 
Duty  at  all  times ;  and  they  who  omit  it  are  unworthy 
of  the  Name,  and  I  doubt  have  dark  and  unproteftant 
Defigns.  But  when  our  Clergy  began  to  contend  for 
equal  Dominion  and  Wealth,  they  found  that  they 
could  not  confiftently  rail  at  the  Church  of  Rome,  and 
yet  follow  her  Example^  And  fo  far  altered  was  their 
Stile  at  laft,  that  inftead  of  painting  and  reviling  her, 
as  an  old  njAthered  Harlot,  the  Mother  of  Abominations 
and  Whoredoms,  and  drunk  ^ith  the  Blood  of  the  Saints y 
it  became  fafhionable  to  defend  her,  nay,  "to  praife  her, 
a.nd  even  to  punifh  fuch  as  expofed  her  ;  fuch  uncom- 
mon Friends  fhe  found  in  Laud  and  his  Adherents.  It 
is  ti'ue,  he  and  fome  others  of  that  Call  wrote  Books 
ngainft  fome  Parts  of  Popery.  But  what  fignified 
writing  againft  Papills,  when  he  was  introducing  and 
pradifing  Popery  at  hom.e  ?  For,  all  Cruelty,  or  even 
Severity  for  Opinion,  and  all  Authority  aflumed  over 
Confcience  and  the  Soul,  is  Popery,  by  whatever  Name 
it  be  called.  Befides,  it  was  natural  for  Lazid,  who 
v/as  ading  as  Pope  himfelf,  to  deny  the  Power  of  the 
other  Pope,  at  leaft  here  i  and  for  the  bare  Notions, 
the  Ceremonies,  the  Grimaces  and  Mummery  of  Pope- 
ry, they  are  of  little  Confequence,  any  farther  than  as 
they  tend  to  introduce  and  preferve  its  Power,  by  cre- 
ating or  continuing  Delufion  in  the  People. 

Laud  and  his  Adherents  were  notorious  Perfecutors ; 
and  all  Perfecution  is  Popery  ;  and  every  Degree  of  it, 
even  the  fmallefl  Degree  is  an  Advance  towards  the  In- 
quifition.  As  negative  Penalties  are  the  firil  Degree,  fo 
jDeath  and  Burning  is  the  laft  and  higheft ;  all  the  other 
Steps  are  but  natural  Gradations  following  the  firft  De- 
gree, and  introducing  the  laft.  For  the  fmalleft  implies 
the  NecelTity  of  a  greater,  where  the  former  fails  ;  and 
confequently  of  the  greateil  of  all,  which  is  the  Inqui- 
fition. 

Was  it  now  at  all  wonderful,  that  Laud  and  his  Af- 
fociates  were  chargep  with  being  Papifts,  w^hen  they 
"^ivere  openly  introducing  and  exerting  all  the  terrible 
Parts  of  Popery,  Church  Power  jind  Perfecution,  and 
^Ims  eft^blifhing  Church  Tyranny  and  aji  Inquifition  ? 
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For,  It  was  thus  that  that  bloody  Court  was  ellablifh- 
ed ;  and  the  like  Claims  and  Praftices  will  always  in- 
troduce and  ellablilh  it.  Madam  de  Motte^ille,  in  the 
Memoirs  of  An?ie  of  Auftria^  fays  exprefly,  upon  the 
Authority  and  Information  of  King  Charles  the  Firll's 
Queen,  that  Laud  njjas  a  good  Catholic  in  his  Heart,  It 
is  certain,  that  he  brought  in  what  was  moll  terrible 
in  Popery,  its  Power  and  Cruelty,  with  not  a  few  of 
its  Fooleries  and  Superftitions.  Whoever  is  a  Tyrant 
and  Perfecutor  is  a  Papift,  in  the  only  Senfe  of  the 
Word  that  Proteflants  and  Freemen  are  concerned  a- 
bout. 

Let  fuch  as  claim  Power  to  controul  Confcience  and 
Opinion  confider  this,  if  they  have  not  confidered  it 
already.  Let  thofe  too  over  whom  fuch  Power  is  claim- 
ed confider  it,  and  look  upon  the  Men  who  claim  it,  as 
Enemies  and  Deceivers,  that  would  feduce  them  in  or- 
der to  inflave  them.  How  would  any  Man,  any  Pro^ 
teilant  (who  dares  own  his  Opinion)  like  the  In- 
quifition  ?  Without  doubt  he  would  abhor  it  :  Let  him 
likewife  abhor  the  Ways  and  Pradlices  that  lead  to  it ; 
for  it  is  I'upported  entirely  by  the  Power  of  the  Clergy, 
which  never  has,  never  can  produce  any  Good.  As 
Dominion  over  Thoughts  and  Notions  is  in  itfelf  a 
Monfter,  the  greateft  of  all  Monfters,  it  muft  be  fap- 
ported  by  monftrous  Means,  even  by  Priefts  wielding 
or  direding  the  Civil  Sword  ;  the  pretended  Followers 
of  the  humble  Jefus,  treading  upon  the  Necks  of  Na- 
tions, engrolTmg  their  Wealth,  and  fpilling  their  Blood. 

Is  any  Man  fond  of  his  Liberty,  as  all  Men  natu- 
rally are,  and  of  his  own  Opinions  (for  this  too  is  na- 
tural) and  of  examining  all  Opinions ;  which  every 
Man  has  a  Right  to  do  ?  Would  he  wordiip  God  after 
his  ov»'n  Way,  be  fubjeft  to  no  Man's  infolent  Rebukes 
and  Controul,  be  exempt  from  vexatious  Suits  and  Pro- 
fecutions,  from  clerical  Curfes  followed  with  Civil 
Funifiiments,  with  Dungeons,  and  (as  they  fay)  with 
Damnation  ?  V/ ould  he  preferve  his  Confcience,  his 
Fevfon,  his  Time  and  his  Property,  and  all  that  is  dear 
to  nim,  fafe  and  intirc  ?  He  is  in  confequence  of  all 
this  obliged  for  ever  to  oppofe  all  Power  in  the  Clergy, 
at  it  has  been  ever  found  utterly  repugnant  to  whatever 
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is  dear  to  Men  and  Societies.    I  know  not  that  e^^ef 
they  pofTeiTed  Power  without  ufing  it  pernicioully  :  i 
know  not  that  ever  they  could  perfecute,  and  did  not 
perfecute  :  Such  of  them  as  had  moft  argued  and  in  - 
veighed againft  Perfecution,  when  they  were  under  it, 
exercifed  it  afterwards    without  Shame   or  Remorfe^ 
whenever  they  got  the  Rod  into  their  own  Hands.  Thus 
the  Catholics  adied  againft  the  Ariam  ;  thus  the  latter 
atted  againft  the  former ;  both  complaining  heavily  of 
Perfecution,  both  heavy  Perfecutors. 
i    St»  Athanafius  could  at  one  time  argue,  "  that  the 
Devil  does  therefore  ufe  Violence,  becaufe  he  has  a* 
**  bad  Caufe,  and  the  Truth  is  not  on  his  Side.  Jefus 
Chrift,  on  the  contrary,  ufes  only  Exhortations,  be- 
caufe  his  Caufe  is  good  :  If  any  Man  ^ill  be  my  Dif- 
ciple,  let  him  follow  me.    He  forces  no  Man  to  fol- 
"  low  him  ;  nor  enters  by  Force  where  he  is  fhut  out,'* 
Whence  that  Father  obferves,     that  this  perfecuting 
'^^  Sed  could  not  be  of  God."    So  argued  all  the  Or- 
thodox upon  that  Occafion,  and  I  think  very  truly.  St. 
Hilary  urges  the  fame  Argument  to  .an  Avian  Emperor 
apd  Ferfecutor,  and  denies       Aria7is  to  be  the  true?. 
Church,  for  this  very  Reafon.   But  the  Orthodox,  when 
they  were  uppermoft,  changed  their  Tone ;  and  never 
were  there  more  m^rcilefs  Perfecutors,  OpprefTors,  and 
Butchers  than  they.    Hence  their  own  Reafoning  has 
been  frequently  turned  upon  them  ;  and  the  Heretics 
have  charged  them,  in  their  Turn,  as  being  none  oft 
Chrift's  Flock,  becaufe  they  had  renounced  his  Spirit,^, 
and  exercifed  Force  and  Cruel t}^     The  Donatijfs  par- 
ticularly infuited  them  upon  this  unchriftian  Inconiift- 
ency. 

But  fo  it  hath  eternally  happened,  that  no  Reafon- 
ingj  not  even  their  own  Reafoning,  could  ever  reftraia 
Churchmen,  orthodox  or  heterodox,  when  they  were  in^ 
veiled  with  Power,  or  with  the  Direction  of  Power, 
from  ufmg  it  violently.  The  Pre/hyteriajzs  juftly  ex-, 
claimed  againft  the  Violence  and  Tyranny  of  Archbi- 
ibop  Laud  and  his  Brethren,  for  haralTrng,  imprifoning, 
fining,  and  perfecuting  them,  and  even  driving  them 
from  their  native  Homes,  to  feek  Peace  and  Shelter,  and 
liie  quiet  Worftiip  of  God  in  the  Woods  of  America.  He 
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had  converted  jhe  High  CoiumiiTion  Court  into  an  In- 
quifition  ;  nay,  every  Bifhop's  Court  was  become  an  In- 
quifition ;  and  many  of  the  beil  Churchmen  were  fi- 
lenced,  fined,  and  even  deprived,  for  adhering  honeilly 
to  the  Dodrines  of  the  Reformation,  to  primitive  Strict-- 
nefs  of  Manners,  and  for  obferving  the  Sabbath. 

Did  the  Prejhyferiafis  after v/ards,  thefe  very  Prejhyte-- 
ria?ts,  who  had  thus  groaned  and  fmarted  under  Perfe- 
cution,  and  complained  of  its  Injuitice  and  Fury,  exer- 
cife  Charity  and  Forbearance  towards  othert  who  dif- 
fented  from  them,  when  thev  were  become  Mafters  of 
EcclefiaiHcal  Rule  ?  No  :  Never  was  a  more  bitter,  un- 
tolerating:  Race,  or  more  rigorous  Exadlors  of  Confer- 
mity.  Every  Man  who  differed  from  them  v/as  an  Ene- 
my to  the  State,  an  Innovator,  forfooth,  whom  it  be- 
hoved the  State  to  fupprefs.  They  had  forgot  that 
Laud  had  brought  the  fame  Charge  againft  them  but  a 
little  before,  and  how  unmercifully  they  had  been  then 
ufed  as  public  Incendiaries,  Enemies,  and  Innovators. 
Nor  do  any  Set  of  Priefts  fail  to  draw  dov/n,  if  they 
can,  the  Anger  of  the  Crown  upon  any  Man  who  has 
merited  theirs.  Thus  the  Monks  of  St.  Denis  in  Frajtce, 
in  the  twelfth  Century,  accufed  the  famous  Ahelard,^ 
then  amongft  them,  with  being  an  Enemy  to  the  Glory 
and  Crown  of  France,  only  for  denying  that  their  Found- 
er was  Dic7iyfius  the  J-recpagite,  mentioned  in  the  New 
Teflament.  It  is  indeed  a  Charge  which  all  domineer- 
ing Priells  in  the  World  have  ever  brought,  wdll  ever 
bring,  againfl  all  who  offend  them,  againft  all  who 
withdraw  from  their  Power,  and  difown  their  Syftems. 
The  Prejhyterians,  when  undermoll,  felt  this  to  be  true^ 
both  before  and  afterwards ;  and  always  v^^hen  they  felt 
it,  exclaimed  againfl  it ;  but  took  it  up  themfelves  with- 
out blufning,  as  foon  as  ever  they  tailed  of  Dominion. 

The  Churchmen  too,  they  who  had  perfecuted  the 
Pr^Jhyteriajts  without  all  Mercy,  the  Moment  they  found 
themfelves  perfecuted  by  Prejhyteriavs^  made  heavy  Out- 
cries againft  Perfecution,  and  preached  and  wrote  for 
Toleration.  It  was  then  that  Dr.  T^aylor  publifhed  his 
Book,  intitled,  TJ^e  Liberty  of  Prcphefying  :  An  excellent 
Book  it  is,  and  was  then  extremely  applauded  by  his 
Brethren  of  the  Epifcopal  ProfelTion.    But  did  thefe 
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Churchmen,  did  even  Dr.  Taylor,  after  the  Reftoratlon, 
obferve  their  own  Reafoning  and  Writings  for  Indul- 
gence to  Diflenters  ?  No  ;  it  was  the  great  Bufmefs  of 
the  Churchmen,  when  they  had  refumed  their  old  Seats 
and  Revenues,  to  preach,  to  write,  to  folicit  fevere  Laws, 
and  then  the  Execution  of  thefe  Laws,  againft  their  Pro- 
leflant  Brethren,  during  all  that  long  Reign. 

Was  not  all  this  flrangely  inconfiHent,  a&  well  as 
flrangely  unchriftian,  on  both  Sides  ?  And  was  it  not 
flrange  Madnefs,  as  well  as  Wickednefs,  in  the  Civil 
Power,  to  gratify  the  four  and  afpiring  Spirit  of  the 
Eccleiiaftics,  by  plaguing  and  puniihing  the  People 
aboiit  Religion  ?  There  is  no  End  of  their  Demands, 
nor  of  the  LTnreafonablenefs  of  fuch  Demands.  In 
Spain,  where  they  profefs  to  burn^  Heretics,  that  is  to 
iay,  Proteflants,  they  complain  of  it  at  the  fame  time, 
as  Perfecution  in  a  Proteftant  Country,  to  imprifon  a 
^omijh  Prieft,  however  factious  and  bufy  he  be  in  per- 
verting of  Proteflants,  The  High  Clergy  in  England^ 
though  avowed  Enemies  to  a  Toleration  here,  would 
think  it  terrible  Perfecution  to  deny  it  to  themfelves,  or 
their  Brethren  in  Scotland.    Ay,  but  we  of  the  Church. 

England  are  the  true  Church  of  Chriil,  fays  the  Eng^ 
iljh  Epifcopalian  :  And  fo  fays  Rojue  of  herfelf,  fo  faya 
hcotlejid^  fo  fays  Gene^ua  and  Greece y  and  fo  fay  all 
Churches  in  the  World  ;  and  each  of  them  would  per- 
fecute  and  aboliHi  all  the  reft  as  falfe  or  defedlive. 

This  is  not  the  Spirit  of  Religion,  nor  of  its  Author, 
but  an  open  Departure  from  that  Spirit*  It  is  the 
opirit  of  Fadion  and  Fury,  which  utterly  blinds  Men, 
and  extinguillies  that  of  Peace  and  Charity,  without 
which  Men  cannot  be  Followers  of  Chriil.  Did  we 
not  daily  fee  it,  it  would  be  incredible,  to  what  Ex- 
travagancies religious  Difputes  will  carry  Men.  Daniel 
Tilenus,  2l  learned  Man,  and  public  ProfefTor  (I  think, 
of  Divinity)  became  fo  heated  in  favour  of  Arminiafmy 
in  oppofition  to  Cahinifm  and  Predeftination,  that  he 
declared,  were  he  obliged  to  change  his  Religion,  he 
w  ould  turn  Turk  fooner  than  Cal^inifi ;  for  he  denied 
that  the  Calwinijis  believed  in  God,  and  owned  that  the 
Turks  did.  Grotius,  when  Ambaffador  for  Snjjcden  in 
France^  had  two  Chaplains,  a  Cahinijt  and  a  Lutheran , 
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who  preached  by  Turns .  What  they  principally  la- 
boured was  to  revile  one  another,  and  their  Sermons 
were  only  Invedlives.  The  Ambailador,  tired  and  a- 
Ihamed  of  the  Extravagancies  of  thefe  reverend  Mad- 
men, begged  them  to  explain  the  Gofpel, without  wound- 
ing Chriitian  Charity.  This  good  Advice  neither  of 
them  relilhed.  His  Lutheran  Chaplain  particularly  re- 
plied, that  he  77114 jl  fr*cach  ^^:hat  God  infpired ;  and  went 
on  in  the  old  Strain.  For,  all  the  Ravings  of  hot-head- 
ed Divines  are  fathered  upon  God.  Gr otitis  at  laft  or- 
dered him  either  to  forbear  railing  or  preaching.  The 
meek  Preacher  turned  away  in  great  Wrath,  expreffmg 
his  Amazement,  that  a  Chriflian  Ambajfador  Jhould  jhut 
the  Mouth  of  the  Holy  Ghofi,  This  he  thought  terrible 
Ufage,  and  Perfecution,  and  publifhed  his  Complaints 
every  where,  that  Grotius  had  Jhut  the  Mouth  of  the  Holy 
Ghoji  'y  that  is,  his  Chaplain's  Mouth. 

1  return  to  confider  the  Confequences  of  PowTr  and 
great  Wealth  in  the  Clergy.  Thefe  Acquirements  of 
Opulence  and  Dominion  were  fo  foreign  to  the  firft 
preaching  of  the  Gofpel,  fo  little  known  to  its  Author^ 
and  his  Difciples,  that  'tis  no  Wonder  they  aflbrted  fo 
ill  with  it,  and  at  laft  fo  ftrangely  transformed  it,  and 
even  banifljed  all  but  the  Name.  What  can  be  feen  of 
Chnft  and  his  Humility,  of  the  Apoftles  and  their  Po- 
verty, in  the  Pomp  and  Pride,  in  the  Fiercenefs  and  Do- 
mination of  Priefts  ?  Is  ought  of  the  Plainnefs  and 
Simplicity  of  the  Gofpel  to  be  found  in  the  Intricacies 
of  School  Divinity,  in  the  endlefs  Wr anglings  and  wor^- 
derful  Diftindions  of  Ecdefiaftics  ?  Does  the  Pope,  or 
fuch  as  refemble,  or  would  refemble  the  Pope,  bear  any 
Likenefs  of  Chrift,  or  of  St.  Feter  ?  Did  the  Ambition 
of  the  Bifhops  and  Clergy,  their  Avidity  for  Power  and 
rich  Churches,  for  which  they  contended  with  BlowSj, 
and  Bloodfhed  and  Slaughter,  come  from  Chrift,  or  from 
the  Genius  of  his  Religion  ?  Were  the  Seditions,  Tu- 
mults and  War  which  enfued  fuch  ambitious  Purfuits^ 
the  EfFeds  of  a  Chriftian,  or  of  a  Clerical  Spirit  ?  Yet 
were  not  fuch  Evils  and  terrible  Calamities  immediately 
derived  from  the  Thirft  of  the  Clergy  after  Grandcui: 
and  Authority  \ 
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At  firft  they  had  no  Revenue  but  Alms,  and  of .  thefe 
Alms  they  had  only  a  Share  ;  bHt  to  that  Share  they  at 
lail  added  (I  had  almoft  faid  felonioufly)  the  V/hole, 
«  heating  the  Donors,  and  robbing  the  Poor.    They  af- 
terwards greatly  enlarged  thefe  Revenues  (which  were  at 
£ri£  chiefly  ufurped)  by  Arts  and  Contrivances  fufhcient- 
ly  wicked  and  vile,  even  by  deceiving  filly  Women  and 
Bigots,  and  felling  them  Salvation  for  prefent  Money 
and  Rents  ;  by  terrifying  the  V/eak  and  Dying,  and 
forcing  them  to  compound  for  Heaven,  by  parting  with, 
all  that  they  poffefled  on  Earth.    Father  Paul,  that  ra- 
tional and  honeft  Clergyman,  fays,  that  the  Church  is 
beholden  for  her  greateft  Legacies  and  Donations,  to  the 
.  Bounty  of  infamous  Women,  Strumpets  and  Proilitutes, 
or  to  that  of  peevifh  People,  who  thus  gratified  their 
Spite  towards  their  own  Blood  and  Relations.     And  as 
the  Church  had  no  Riclies  but  what  were  freely  given 
lier,  or  taken  or  gotten  unjuitly  by  her ;  fo  Ihe  had  no 
Power  but  what  was  either  begged  or  ufurped.  What 
Ufe  they  have  made  of  both,  we  have  already  feen.  It 
is  moil  natural,  that  what  is  ill  gotten,  ihould  be  ill 
oifed. 

It  would  make  a  curious  Hiftory,  to  difcover  and  ex- 
plain minutely,  from  what  particular  Men,  and  by  what 
particular  Arts  and  Application,  every  Farm,  every  E- 
iiate  and  Donation,  now  pOiTeiTed  by  Churchmen,  was 
at  firll  acquired.  I  queftion,  whether  any  Revenues  in 
the  World  were  ever  fo  wickedly  procured  ;  fince  to  in- 
tich  the  Church,  all  Means,  even  Wickednefs,  Murder 
and  Impiety,  were  deemed  lawful.  Thus  Afiaffins  and 
Biafphemers  merited  Protection  and  Abfolution  ^  Tyran- 
ny and  Oppreffion  were  warranted  and  fandified  ;  holy 
Snares  were  laid,  falfe  Terrors  fpread.  Miracles  forged, 
God's  Name  belied,  and  Jefus  and  his  bieffed  Mother 
profanely  perfonated  by  Priefts,  to  delude  Enthufiafts  ; 
as  if  thefe  heavenly  Beings  had  thus  honoured  them  with 
a  Vifit  in  Perfon. 

It  were  endlefs  to  enumerate  all  the  Arts  and  Impie- 
ties, Impoftures  and  Lies,  by  which  Churchmen  fdr- 
merly  filled  their  Coffers,  at  the  Expence,  and  through 
the  Stupidity  of  Laymen.  And  though  no  PoiTeffions 
were  ever  fo  impioufly  obtained,  I  never  heard  any  In- 
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fiance  of  their  parting  with  them  fromRemorfe  or  Shame, 
even  whilfl  the  right  Heirs,  by  being  thus  deprived  of 
their  Eflates,  were  flarving,  and  the  PolTelTors  (or  rather 
Uiurpers)  gorged  with  more  V/ealth  than  they  could 
ufe  even  in  their  Luxury  and  Debauches.  Whatever 
was  once  annexed  to  the  Church,  in  thefe  Days  of  Ufurp- 
ation  and  Darknefs  (however  knaviihly  or  violently 
obtained}  was  forthwith  facred  and  unalienable ;  nay, 
it  became  no  lefs  than  Sacrilege,  to  divefi  her  of  what 
file  had  gained  by  Robbery  and  Fraud.  For,  whatever 
was  once  hers,  even  her  Frauds  and  Crimes,  were  holy ; 
and  it  was  profane  to  cenfure  them,  or  indeed  to  fee 
them ;  and  he  was  profane,  nay  atheidical,  who  did  it^ 
Whoever  found  Fault  with  the  Church,  was  an  Enemy 
to  the  Church  ;  and  he  who  was  an  Enemy  to  the  Chui  ch, 
was  an  Atheill.  Hence  the  frequent  and  ridiculous  Ap- 
plication of  Atlieifm  and  Blaiphemy,  till  thefe  two 
Words,  of  themfeives  very  av/ful,  grew  contemptible • 
A.S  to  the  Quantity  of  the  Church's  Wealth,  ihe  never 
knew  any  Stint  or  Bounds ;  but  whiift  the  Laity  had  to 
give,  Hie  took,  till  in  fome  Countries  ilie  had  all,  and 
they  Rags  and  no  Bread. 

Even  in  this  Proteftant  Nation,  it  is  computed,  that 
they  have  a  fifth  Part  of  our  Wealth  ;  yes,  that  fifteen 
or  twenty  thoufand  Prieils  are  endovved  with  the  fiftii 
Fart  of  the  Property  of  eight  Millions  of  People.  A^re 
they  fatisfied  with  this  ?  And  do  they  never  aim  at  more^ 
dr  complain  of  this  as  too  little  I  If  they  do,  'tis  not 
for  the  Reputation  of  their  Modeily  :  1  am  forry  to  add, 
that  they  are  in  a  Way  of  draining  and  monopolizing  all 
the  Wealth  of  England,  It  is  thought,  that  the  Reve- 
nue of  the  Churchmen  is  at  prefent  as  large  as  in  the 
Times  of  Popery,  notwithilanding  the  Demolition  of 
fo  many  Monafl^ries,  and  the  Seizure  of  their  Reve- 
nues ;  confidering  that  the  Clergy  then  maintained  the 
Poor,  who  are  now  fupported  chiefly  by  the  Laity,  at 
an  immenfe  Charge,  no  lefs  than  two  Millions  a  Year. 
There  are  indeed  fomxC  Individuals  who  have  very  fmall 
Salaries :  But  whofe  Fault  is  that  ?  Are  there  not  others, 
who  wallow  in  Thoufands,  yet  do  lefs  Duty  than  fuch 
as  are  in  conftant  Service  with  Appointments  of  ten  or 
twenty  Pounds  a  Year  ?  Why  fliould  not  the  Wealth  of 
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the  Church  be  more  equally  and  charitably  divided.  Bat 
fo  it  often  is,  that  the  more  Churchmen  have,  the  more 
they  feek,  yet  the  lefs  they  do.  To  all  this  I  wifh  it  were 
not  in  my  Power  to  add,  but  it  is  true,  and  I  mull  add 
it,  that  whatever  Corruptions  have  crept  into  the  Church, 
did  fo  by  the  Contrivance,  at  leaft  by  the  Connivance,  of 
Churchmen,  and  were  never  afterwards  removed  by 
their  Confent. 

They  are  always  forward  to  complain  of  Innovati- 
ons, and  of  dillurbing  Things  that  are  fettled.  But  who 
Iiave  made  more  Innovations  than  Churchmen  ?  Who 
liave  more  difturbed  and  changed  Religion  and  States, 
by  their  Ambition,  by  their  Difputes,  by  their  turbulent 
Behaviour  and  exorbitant  Claims  ?  And,  who  are  fa 
snuch  given  to  change  ?  What  Changes,  what  violent 
and  lawlefs  Changes  were  there  not  wrought  by  }.aiid 
and  his  Brethren  in  his  Time,  and  always  attempted  by 
I'hpfe  of  his  Spirit  ever  fince  ?  The  Laity  have  been 
only  on  the  defcnfive,  warding  oiF  the  Attempts  and 
3^onflrous  Demands  of  fuch  of  the  Clergy,  and  anfwer- 
ing  their  wild  Writings.  What  is  a  great  Part  of  Ec- 
clefiaftical  Hillory,  but  a  continual  Detail  and  Repeti- 
tion of  the  Efforts  of  the  Clerg}'  to  govern  Mankind, 
:and  to  mafler  the  World  ?  Was  not  this  an  Innovation 
with  a  witnefs,  a  Propenfity  to  change,  and  adual  and 
alarming  Change  ?  Were  they  not  continually  attempt- 
ing to  be  what  they  were  not,  to  have  what  they  had 
3iot,  ftiil  to  be  richer ,  flill  to  be  greater  ?  Could  there 
be  a  greater  Change  than  from  the  Almfmen  of  the 
People  to  become  Lords  and  Princes ;  from  Poverty  and 
Humility,  to  rife  to  Mitres  and  Diadems,  and  Domini- 
on ?  And  could  fuch  a  Change,  a  Change  fo  mighty 
and  unnatural,  be  accomplifhed  without  turning  the 
World  upfide  down  ? 

This  is  fomething  more  than  y/^/V/^?  mofvere,  fome- 
thing  mpre  than  dillurbing  Things  that  were  quiet.  Did 
not  Lpa'J  actually  mafter  and  abolilh  the  Laws  pf  his 
Country,  afTert  the  Independency  of  the  Clergy  upon 
the  Civil  Power,  and  terrify  the  Judges  from  iffuing 
Prohibitions,  as  they  were  adlually  fworn  to  do  ?  And 
did  the  Spirit  of  Laud,  and  this  PalTion  in  the  Clergy  of 
his  Stamp,  for  Dominion,  lutdcpenden^y.,  and  Princely 
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Revenues,  die  with  Laud  f  No  :  They  have  e\'en  im- 
proved upon  his  Scheme,  and  added,  if  poiTible,  to  his 
wild  and  enflaving  Pretenfions ;  and,  as  a  Proof  that 
they  were  the  Ptetenfions  of  the  Body,  at  leall  of  the 
Majority,  the  Convocation  could  never  be  perfuaded  to 
cenfure  them. 

In  fhort,  whoever  doubts,  whether  they  (I  mean  all 
along,  fuch  of  the  Clergy  as  ambitioufly  purfued  Power) 
have  not  been  the  Authors  of  Changes  in  the  World,  of 
great  and  ca-aniitous  Changes ;  whether  they  have  not 
themfelves  changed  and  degenerated  from  their  Patterns 
and  Original,  need  only  read  Hiflory,  and  compare 
them  with  Chrift  and  his  Apoftles,  compare  their  Pre- 
tenfions, Pom.p,  Luxury,  and  PoiTeiTions,  with  the  Sim- 
plicity, Humility,  Labour^  and  Difmtereilednefs  of  the 
Primitive  Chrillians. 

The  Truth,  I  doubt,  is,  when  they  make  this  Com- 
plaint, v./hich  is  very  ufual  with  them,  that  it  is  not  fafe 
to  diflurb  Things  ^jhich  are  eftahlifiedy  they  only  mean 
to  difcourage  People  from  difturbing  them  in  their  fa- 
vourite Purfuit  after  Power  and  Riches.  Whatever  is 
eftabliflied  by  the  New  Teilament  and  the  Law,  no  Man 
that  I  know  is  for  dillurbing.  But  if  they  have  Aims 
and  Demands  which  are  neither  warranted  by  ChriR 
nor  the  Conftitution,  it  is  right,  and  chrillian,  and  le- 
gal, to  difturb,  and  even  to  defeat  them. 

Such  high  Claimers,  therefore,  of  Princely  Rule  and 
Opulence  (if  there  be  any  fuch)  are  the  Men  given  to 
change  ;  and  it  is  always  juft  to  oppofe  Ufurpation,  to 
redrefs  Grievances,  remove  Nuifances,  and  to  attack 
Fraud,  Avarice,  and  Nonfenfe. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  deduce  Particulars.  But  fap- 
pofe  any  alTuming  Clergyman  were  fo  extravagant  and 
daring,  and  had  io  little  Regard  to  Confcience  and  pub- 
lic Tranquillity,  as  to  attempt  to  eftablifli  an  Ecclefi- 
ailical  Tribunal  in  our  Colonies  abroad,  to  the  Terror 
and  Afiiidion  of  our  Brethren  there,  who  were  many 
of  them  firft  driven  thither  by  the  OpprefTion  and  Bar- 
barity of  fuch  Courts  here,  efpecially  in  Archbifhop 
Laud's  Reign ;  would  not  fuch  an  Attempt  tend  to  a 
bold  Innovation,  and  difcover  a  bufy,  an  arrogant  and 
dangerous  Spirit  in  fuch  a  Clergyman  5  and  would  he 
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not  be  a  good  Subjed  and  an  honeil  Man,  who  fet  him- 
felf  againlt  fuch  a  lewd  Attempt,  and  expofed  its  wick- 
ed Tendency  ? 

Suppofe  any  other  Clergyman  fuch  an  Enemy  to  the 
Civil  Conrtltution,  and  to  the  Church  of  England,  or 
fuch  a  Deferter  from  it,  as  to  contend  for  thelndepen- 
cy  of  the  Clergy,  for  their  Exem.ption  from  the  Civil 
Laws,  nay  for  trying  a  Clergyman  when  he  is  tried,  by 
a  jury  of  Clergymen  j  would  not  fuch  a  Man  deferve 
fevere  Animadverfion  and  Puniihment  ;  and  would  it 
not  be  honefl  and  meritorious,  to  defend  the  Laws,  and 
xepulfe  this  their  Enemy,  this  Innovator,  this  Papiit  ? 

Suppofe  any  other  defigning  Prieil,  fond  of  promot- 
ing Superilition  for  the  Ends  of  Authority  and  Gain, 
fnould  abufe  the  Credulity  of  the  People,  by  pretend- 
ing to  convey  Kolinels  into  Ground  and  .  Stone  Walls ; 
as  if  Earth  or  Stone^  or  any  thing  inanimate,  were  fuf~ 
ceptible  of  Saniiiity,  or  their  Quality  to  be  altered  by 
folemn  Words  i  and  all  this  without  any  Colour  of  War- 
rant from  Law  or  Gofpel^  but  in  Oppofition  to  the  Spi- 
rit of  both  I  would  not  fuch  a  crafty  Prieft  be  a  faife 
Guide,  an  Innovator,  who  relinquiflied  Truth  and  the 
Proteilant  Ileligion,  to  promote  Error,  and  to  introduce 
Popery  and  Deiufion  ?  And  would  not  he  who  refilled 
and  confuted  him,  be  a  Friend  to  Society,  a  Defender 
of  Truth,  and  a  Foe  to  Fraud  ? 

Suppofe  any  Clergymen  fo  bent  upon  exalting  Church- 
men and  their  Revenue  (for  the  fureW ay  of  raiimg  Them 
is  to  raifeThat)  that  he  encouraged  Defigns  and  Schem.es 
for  transferring  the  whole  W ealth  of  a  Nation,  by  no 
flow  Degrees,  into  the  Coffers  of  the  Clergy  ;  would 
not  fuch  a  Man  be  a  Promoter  of  *^hange,  of  a  univer- 
fai  and  melancholy  Change,  and  a  declared  Enemy  to 
the  Laity  ?  And  would  it  not  be  becoming  Laymen, 
nay,  incumbent  on  them,  to  be  upon  their  Guard,  to 
fecure  their  Ellates,  and  to  preferve  themfelves  and  Po- 
fterity  from  Poverty  and  Vaflalage  ? 

Suppofe  (once  more)  that  any  other  Clergyman  fhould 
have  the  Boldnefs  to  declare  publickly,  that  a  Brother 
Clergyman  (a  Bifnop,  for  Exam^ple)  ilill  continued  a 
true  Bifhop  of  the  Church  of  Ciiiift,  even  though  he 
fiood  convi<^ed  of,  and  deprived  for  the  highefl  and 
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blackcfl:  Crimes,  namely,  Perjary,  Difloyalty,  Confpi- 
racy,  Treaibn  and  Rebellion  ;  would  not  fucli  a  Decla- 
ration be  highly  infolent,  fcandalous,  and  puniiliablc  ? 
To  tell  thoie  who  make  Priefts,  that  they  cannot  unmake 
them,  nor  one  of  them,  would  be  to  tell  them,  that 
Priefts  are  above  the  Lav/  and  the  Laity  :  that  the  Cler- 
gy  have  a  Power  and  Defignation  which  Laymen  can* 
not  take  away,  though  the  Laity  and  the  Law  a£liiaily 
create  them,  and  confer  upon  them  the  only  Defigna* 
tion  that  they  can  have,  nay,  confer  their  whole  Oifice  ; 
nor  does  our  Conllitution  particularly  own,  or  know 
any  Character  in  any  Subject  whatfoever,  but  wliat  the 
Law  alone  beilows  i  and  all  the  Clergy  renounce  upon 
Oath  all  Power  whatfoever  but  v/hat  they  derive  from 
hence.    An  Acl  of  Parliament  would  to-morrov/  elFec- 
tualiy  degrade  all  the  Clergy  in  Great  Britain  ;  that  is, 
reduce  them  all  to  Laymen,  and  create  fo  many  Priells 
immediately  out  of  the  Laity,  without  a  Jot  more  Ap- 
paratus or  Ceremony.     Whoever  is  declared  to  be  a 
Prieft  by  any  Society,  is  a  Pricfl  to  them,  and  ceafes  to 
be  one  the  Moment  they  declare  him  none.  The  ilrange 
T^otion  of  an  indelible  Charadler  is  arrant  Nonfenfe 
and  true  Prieflcraft;  nay  the  Ground-work  of  all  Priefl- 
craft.    Would  it  therefore*  be  borne  by  an  Affembly  of 
Law-makers,  fo  tender  of  their  Liberties  and  of  Pro- 
teltantifm  as^ours  are,  to  have  this  fame  indelible  Cha- 
racter, this  P.cot  of  Popery,  maintained  to  their  Faces  ? 
And  would  it  not  draw  down  their  Indignation  and  Cen- 
fures  upon  the  bold  Offender,   I  had  almoll  faid.  De- 
ceiver ?  Surely  it  would  ;  and  therefore 

1  mention  thefe  Inilances  as  bare  Poffibilities,  v/hich 
can  never  be  fuffei^  in  this  free  Proteftant  Country, 
but  are  common  in  Popifh  Countries,  nay,  are  fome  of 
the  reigning  Tenets  and  Practices  which  fupport  Popery. 
How  zealous  Laud  was  in  fuch  Popifh  Practices  and  Te- 
nets, I  have  not  now  Time  to  explain.  Read  his  Life 
and  Trial. 

It  is  now  high  Time  to  draw  towards  a  Conclufiori 
by  confidering  briefly  what  produced  the  Tragedy  of 
this  Day ;  a  Confideration  which  will  lead  us  to  fee 
how  fuch  Tragedies  are  to  be  prevented.  The  imme- 
diate Inftrumcnts  of  the  King's  Murder  were  violent 
Men,  fupported  by  a  pov/erful  Army,  gained  and  com- 
manded 
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manded  by  a  Ufurper.  This  Power  in  the  Army,  and 
his  Power  over  it,  were  the  EfFe(fls  of  the  Civil  War, 
\vhich  was  itfelf  caufed  by  the  Mirunderftanding  and 
Struggle  between  the  King  and  Parliament.  What  ori- 
ginally produced  this  iVlifunderftanding,  which  pro- 
duced all  the  reft,  is  what  we  are  principally  to  attend 
to.  It  is  of  much  lefs  Moment  to  know  by  what  Hands 
the  King  fell,  than  to  know  how  fuch  Hands,  or  any 
Hands,  came  to  be  lifted  up  againfl  him. 

Now,  if  we  enquire  into  the  fir  ft  Caufe,  from  which 
all  the  reft  naturally  followed,  we  fhall  find  that  the 
Violence  of  his  Reign  caufed  his  violent  End.  It  is  not 
to  be  denied  nor  difguifed,  that  from  the  very  Begin- 
ning the  Court  aimed  at  arbitrary  Power,  openly  pui> 
fued  it,  and  for  fifteen  Years  together  pradtifed  it,  raifmg 
Money  without  Law,  and  againit  Lav/  ;  which  was  Rob- 
bery in  thofe  who  enforced  the  Collection  of  it  ;  im- 
prifoning  Men,  the  beft  and  greateft  Men,  without  Law 
and  againft  Law  ;  which  was  lawlefs  Cruelty  ;  feizing 
the  Lands  and  Eitates  of  others,  without  Right  and  a- 
gainft  Right  ^  which  was  flagrant  Cppreffion  and  Vio- 
lence ;  afiuming  and  exercifmg  a  Power  to  difpenfe  with 
Laws,  that  is,  a  Power  to  rnake  and  annul  Laws ;  which 
was  manifeft  Ufurpation  ;  and,  in  fhort,  eftabliftiing  an 
Arbitrary  and  T^urhjh  Authority  over  the  Perfons,  and 
Rights  and  Fortunes  of  the  People  j  which  was  apparent 
and  undeniable  Tyranny. 

Between  Law  and  Violence,  between  Right  and  Ty- 
rr.nny,  there  is  no  Medium,  no  more  than  between  Ju- 
ftice  and  Opprefnon.  If  King  Charles  had  no  Right  to 
adt  thus,  then  his  ading  thus  was  Tyranny.  If  he  had 
a  Right,  of  what  Force  are  Law  And  Oaths,  and  where 
is  our  Conftitution,  and  boafted  Birthrights  of  Englijh- 
tnen^  and  our  ancient  Magna  Chart  a  ?  Why  was  his  Son 
.  King  Ja?nes  turned  out  ?  why  declared  to  have  forfeit- 
ed, ?  And  I  would  afk  the  Admirers  and  Defenders  of 
King  Charles  1.  how  they  would  have  liked,  how  bonic 
fuch  Violences,  fuch  lawlefs  Doings  and  Mifrule  in 
King  Willi atn  ;  how  in  the  late  Reign  ;  how  in  this  ? 
How  would  they  have  relifhed  the  Imprifonment  of 
their  Perfons,  Taxes  laid  on  and  exadted  without  Con- 
fent  of  Parliament^  arbitrary  and  exceffive  Fines,  their 
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Eilates  feized,  their  Families  impoverifhed  or  famiih- 
ing  ?  Doubtlefs,  no  Men  would  have  been  louder  in  the 
Cry  of  Tyranny  ;  and  very  juft  and  natural  would  have 
been  fuch  a  Cry.  No  fort  of  Men  talk  more  warmly 
a  nd  frequently  nov/  in  favour  of  Liberty  and  Law.  How 
do  they  reconcile  fuch  Zeal  and  ProfeiTions  with 
Approbation  of  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  1.  which  was 
one  continued  Series  of  Opprefiions,  had  aboli(hed  Li- 
berty and  Law,  and  eftablifhed  univerfal  Slavery  ?  How 
would  they  have  borne  fuch  terrible  and  tyrannical  U- 
fage  ?  Very  impatiently,  I  dare  fay.  If  they  fay  other- 
wife,  no  reafonable  Man  will  believe  them,  nor  have 
they,  upon  Trial,  ever  fliewed  much  PalTivenefs  of  Spi- 
rit. Befides,  if  they  juftify  the  enflaving  Meafures 
then ;  they  are  not  in  earnefl,  or  utterly  inconMent 
with  themfelves  now,  when  they  extol  public  Liberty, 
and  are  for  reitrainins;  Kings  and  their  Miniflers  to 
Reafon  and  Law. 

What  we  have  therefore  to  do  on  this  Day,  is  not  on- 
ly to  abhor  the  bloody  Death  bf  the  King,  and  wicked 
Liftruments  of  it,  but  to  abhor  alfo  his  evil  and  wicked 
Government  for  fifteen  Years  together ;  abhor  the  impi- 
ous Principles  which  v/ere  then  countenanced  and  pre- 
vailed, with  the  traiterous  and  ungodly  Broachers  and 
Promoters  of  fuch  ;  and  all  the  evil  and  arbitrary  Coun- 
fellors  then  and  fmce.  And  as  we  lament  his  latter  EndJ, 
let  us  deteft  the  Beginning  and  Courfe  of  his  Reign, 
which  was  as  enormous  and  guilty,  as  his  Catailrophe 
was  mournful  and  barbarous.  V/as  it  crying  Guilt  thus 
to  cut  him  off,  as  furely  it  was  ?  Was  it  not  alfo  crying 
Guilt  in  the  Crown,  to  abandon  its  Duty,  to  violate  the 
Coronation  Oath,  tif  tread  upon  Law  and  Juftice,  to 
perfecute  Confcience,  to  rob  and  opprefs  the  People,  and 
from  limited  and  lawful,  to  become  lawlefs  and  arbi- 
trary ?  And  is  it  not  equally  reafonable,  equally  be- 
coming us,  as  Englijhmen  and  Freemen,  to  commemo- 
rate and  deteft  an  Adminiftration  fo  pernicious  and  de- 
vouring, Meafures  fo  black  and  lawlefs  ?  Is  it  not  our 
Duty  to  take  Warning  by  them,  and  whenever  we  are 
threatened  with  them,  to  guard  againft  them  ;  to  watch 
every  Principle  of  Slavery,  and  fupprefs  it  betimes  ;  to 
rejoice  that  we  live  iruiiappier  Times,  live  in  a  free  Go- 
vern- 
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vernment,  and  under  the  free  Courfe  of  the  Laws ;  to 
pray  for  the  Continuance  of  fuch  an  invaluable  BlelTing, 
and  be  dutiful  and  affifting  to  that  good  and  great  Prince 
whofecures  it  to  us,  and  claims  nothing  to  himfelf,  but 
what  our  Pailiaments  and  the  known  Laws  give  him  ? 

Let  us  alfo  learn  a  LefTon  from  the  Behaviour  of  the 
Clergy  at  that  Time  ;  and  as  they  were  then  become 
^  wanton  with  extravagant  Power,  and  ufed  it  very  cruel- 
ly, in  perfecuting  and  opprefTmg  their  Fellov/-Subje6ls ; 
let  us  take  Care  for  the  future,  that  they  v/ho  are  fet 
apart  for  the  Purpofes  of  Holinefs,  be  not  fpoiled  by  the 
unnatural  Folleirion  and  Exercife  of  worldly  Bunnels  and 
Authority,  P»/[ethinks  it  is  profaning  holy  Men,  as  they 
are,  to  embark  them  in  iecular  Affairs,  in  the  Commerce 
and  Occupations  ofLayrnenand  Worldlings.  As  they 
miferably  milled  that  unhappy  Prince,  King  Charles  I. 
it  may  ferve  as  a  Warning  to  other  Princes  from  being 
led  by  them  :  And  as  they  promoted  and  juHified  all  un- 
lawful and  mercilefs  Impofitions  upon  the  Laity  5  as  they 
contended  that  we  were  oblig-ed  to  undergo  all  Servitude, 
to  be  tam.e  Slaves  to  the  mere  Will  of  the  Prince,  and  to 
obey  it  as  our  only  Law ;  we  may  from  hence  infer, 
that  whenever  they  leave  preaching  the  Gofpel,  and  turn 
Courtiers  and  Politicians,  they  are  out  of  their  Element, 
and  thence  grow  more  wild  and  extravagant,  as  v/ell  as 
more  wicked,  and  iliarnelefs  and  falfe  than  other  Men 
are. 

It  would  never  have  entered  into  the  Heart  of  a  Lay- 
man, that  the  merciful  God  authorifed  Iniquity,  Perju- 
ry, Perfidioufnefs  and  Tyranny  ;  and  that  any  miferable 
Wretch,  v/lio  had  all  tliefe  crying  Sins  to  anfwer  for,  was 
ftiil  facred,  and  the  Vicegerent  of  God ;  or  that  God,  who- 
hates  Wickednefs,  had  forbid  to  refill,  that  is,  to  reme- 
dy the  higheil  and  mofc  complicated  Wickednefs,  nay 
damned  all  who  had  Senfe  and  Virtue  enough  to  do  fo. 

Thefe  Pofitions  were  Monders,  formed  by  Clergymen 
out  of  their  Sphere,  and  in  high  Fadiion  with  Land  and 
his  Ailbciates.  Was  it  very  natural  for  the  Laity  to  love 
and  reverence  fuch  Clergymen,  or  thefe  monilrous  Pofi* 
tions  ?  The  Lord  /aid  unto  mey  The  Prophets  prophefy  Lies 
in  my  Na7ns  ;  / fent  the?n  7ioty  neither  ha^ve  I  com7na,ndcd 
them,  neither  /pake  unto  the7n  :  They  prophefy  unto  you  a 

falfe 
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f<-lfe  Vifion  and  Di^ui?iation^  and  a  Thing  of  rio'ught,  aftd  ■ 
the  Deceit  of  their  Hearts.  Jer,  xiv.  14.  Would  it  not 
therefore  be  prudent  to  keep  all  Clergymen  from  thus 
expofmg  themfelves  to  Hate  and  Ridicule,  and  from  pro- 
moting iMifchief  and  Mifery  amongil:  the  Laity  ?  *And  is 
j(0t  this  their  Guilt  infinitely  more  heinous^  and  aggra- 
vated than  that  of  the  greatei);  private  Sinner  can  be,  as 
it  afFeds  and  involves  whole  Nations,  and  is  impioufly 
covered  with  the  Veil  of  Relioion  ? 

•According  to  this  Rule,  and  I  think  it  a  true  Rule,  the 
blackefr  Felon  that  ever  fuffered,  was  an  Lmocent  \\\ 
Comparifon  of  Laud,  and  thofe  of  his  Leaven  ;  and  had 
Laud  coniumed  his  Time  in  Debauchery,  he  could  have 
done  but  frnall  Hurt,  compared  to  what  he  did  as  a 
Troubler  and  Seducer  of  the  V/orld.  His  Morals,  as  a 
private  Man,  did  but  heighten  his  Credit  to  do  Mifchief. 
With  what  an  ill  Grace  mull  fuch  Men  rebuke  private 
Vice  and  the  Detail  of  Sins,  they  who  vend  and  com- 
mit Sins  by  the  Grofs  ?  This  is  indeed  to  fv/allow  Ca- 
mels and  ftrain  at  Gnats.  Crimes  are  to  be  meafured 
by  their  Confequences ;  and  he  who  periecutes  Men,  he 
'Viho  mifleads  them  and  enilaves  them,  is  the  moil  guilty, 
the  moil  monftrous  and  gigantic  of  all  Criminals.  Had 
Laud  been  a  Parilli  Prieft,  and  confined  himfeif  to  the 
Duties  of  one  ;  or  being  a  Biihop,  had  he  done  fo  5  he, 
who  was  a  Man  of  Learning  and  Morals,  might  have 
been  an  innocent,  nay,  an  ufeful  Man.  But  as  he  and 
.  his  Brethren  would  needs  fway  the  Court  and  the  Nation, 
they  overturned  both  by  the  wickedefi:  of  all  Means,  even 
by  an  Excefs  of  Tyranny  and  Oppreflion.  It  w^ as  they 
who  raifed,  or  at  lead  increafed  the  Storm,  which  at  lail 
ruined  the  Public,  and  overv/helmed  them  in  the  public 
Ruins. 

Thefe  therefore  are  the  Things  and  Perfons  now  pro- 
per to  be  commemorated.  From  thefe  we  are  to  take 
our  Marks  and  Warnings  againfi:  a  Relapfe  into  the  like 
evil  Days  and  Calamities  :  And  if  there  be  any  Curfe 
ftill  fubfiiting,  derived  from  the  King's  Blood,  it  muil 
juftly  lie  upon  them  who  approve  the  Men  and  Meafures 
that  firft  rendered  him  arbitrary  and  opprefiive,  and 
thence  unpopular  and  dillrufred.  Here  the  Evil  began, 
and  from  hence  it  was  propagated  like  a  Train.  Had 

he: 
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he  always  ruled,  as  he  afterwards  too  late  propofed  to 
rule,  when  Men  were  irritated  and  engaged,  and  full  of 
Diftrufl,  there  had  been  no  civil  War,  nor  a  conquering 
Army,  nor  an  Olinjer^  nor  confequently  Royal  Blood 
fpilt.  His  Defign  and  Promifes  to  govern  better  after- 
wards (when  he  found  that  the  Laws  and  Conftitution 
^ould  prevail)  have  been  often  urged  and  repeated,  and 
are  a  ConfeiTion  that  he  had  governed  ill  before.  Per- 
haps he  meant  to  perform  them.  It  is  certain  his  Mif- 
rule  had  been  fadly  felt  nor  is  there  any  Proof  but  his 
Word,  that  he  intended  to  change :  That  Word  had 
been  often  and  egregioufly  broken,  efpecially  in  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  which  he  folemnly  promifed  to  obferve  ^  yet 
he  afterwards  openly  violated  that  jufl  Bill. 

How  this  Prince  cofnes  to  be  flill  fo  extremely  popu- 
lar amongft  many  of  the  Clergy,  and  confequently 
amongfl  many  of  the  Laity,  influenced  by  them,  is  ob- 
vious enough.  He  v/as  a  very  great  Bigot  to  the  Church, 
to  Ceremonies  and  Shew  in  Religion,  and  to  the  Power 
and  Pomp  of  Churchm.en,  Thefe  he  cherifhed,  and  ex- 
alted, and  obeyed ;  inveiled  them  with  his  own  Power, 
and  furrendered  to  them  almoft  the  whole  Supremacy  % 
and  not  only  fufFered  them  to  enjoy  the  Ufe  of  it  as  a 
Prefentfrom  him,  but  fufFered  them  to  feize  it  for  them- 
felves,  and  even  to  deny  his  Title  to  it.  For  fuch  Court 
and  Favour  to  them,  for  humouring  them  in  their  Per- 
fecution  of  the  Puritans,  for  his  glutting  them  with 
Power,  and  becoming  their  Creature,  rather  than  Sove- 
reign and  Head  of  the  Church,  they  promoted  and  con- 
fecrated  all  the  ExcefTes,  Oppreflions,  and  lawlefs  Mea- 
fures  of  his  Reign,  becaufe  ail  th^fe  Violences  vv^ere  ex- 
ercifed  over  the  Laity;  and  the  Churchmen  were  fo  far 
from  itt'im^  them,  that  they  fhared  in  his  Domination^ 
and  aded  the  Kino^  too  in  their  Place  and  Turn.  This 
is  the  true  Source  of  fo  much  Merit  and  Praiie  i  fox 
this  he  is  adored  and  fainted  ;  for  this  he  has  been  often 
compared  to  Jefus  Chrift  in  his  Sufferings  \  and  for  this 
the  Guilt  of  m.urdering  him  has  been  reprefented  as 
greater  than  that  of  crucifying  our  bleiTed  Saviour. 

Thefe  their  Panegyrics  are,  in  truth,  partial  and 
lhameful  in  all  Refpedls,  as  v/ell  as  impous  and  pro- 
fane ;  fmce  thence  they  who  utter  them  make  it  evident,  - 

that 
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that  they  care  not  how  a  Prince  abufes  liis  Truil,  and 
oppreires  his  Lav  Subjeds,  if  he  will  but  humour  and 
aggrandize  the  Clergy  ;  elfe  v.'hy  fo  much  iRcenfe  and 
Applaufe  beflowed  upon  a  Prince  who  adually  did  To  ? 
This  is  partial  and  dilhonourable  ;  nor  can  there  be  a 
greater  Infult  upon  the  Laity,  than  to  defire,  or  even 
hope,  that  they  Ihould  join  in  fuch  Praifes  and  Applaufe. 
They  who  feel  Oppreilion,  cannot  extol  him  who  com* 
mits  it,  nor  reckon  him  a  good  King,  who  ufes  them 
like  Slaves. 

JMo  Sort  of  Men  are  more  tender  than  the  Clergy, 
when  their  Property,  or  Perfons,  or  Privileges  are  touch- 
ed, or  more  fevere  and  refenting,  or  even  more  unfor- 
giving towards  fuch  as  meddle  with  either.  I  fear  much, 
that  had  the  Clergy  been  then  ufed  as  the  Laity  were, 
treated  like  mean  Slaves,  worried  .with  arbitrary  Power 
and  Im^pofitions,  and  imprifoned  upon  mere  Will  and 
Command,  this  Day  would  not  have  been  comm.emo- 
rated  at  all,  or  perhaps  commemorated  in  a  very  dilFe- 
rent  Manner.  Why  Hiould  not  the  Laity  too  have  felt 
and  refented  Indignities  done,  and  Violences  committed 
againft  the  Laity  ?  Was  it  natural  or  pofhble  to  praife 
and  honour  the  Author  of  fuch  Violence  and  Indignities  ? 
When  the  Clergy  were  pleafed  and  gratified,  they  might 
rejoice,  though  it  be  not  generous  to  triumph  whea 
others  fuffer,  nay,  by  their  Sufferings.  But  the  Laity- 
could  not  exprefs  Joy,  when  they  had  juft  Caufe  to  for- 
row  and  mourn  ;  or  was  it  poffible  they  fliould  ? 

Such  is  the  Difference  between  the  Laity  and  the 
High  Clergy,  with  regard  to  King  Charles  I.  and  Arch- 
bifhop  Laud.  They  adore  the  ArchbiHrop,  becaufe  he 
raifed  their  Power  beyond  all  Reafon  and  Law,  and 
was  furious  in  the  Exercife  of  fuch  ufurped  Power  : 
They  adore  the  King  for  fufFering  fuch  Encroachment, 
for  being  fubfervient  to  the  Pride  and  Purfuits  of  Church- 
men, and  for  dividing  the  Sovereignty  with  them.  But 
as  both  the  King  and  the  Archbifnop  abufed  their  Power, 
opprefTed  and  perfecuted  the  Laity,  the  Laity  can  com- 
mend neither  and  have  good  Reafon  to  pray,  that 
they  may  never  fee  fuch  a  King,  nor  fuch  an  Archbilhop, 
any  more  for  ever,  and  blefs  God  for  their  prefent  happy 
and  different  Situation,    This  is  indeed  jufi  and  copious 
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Caufe  for  Joy  and  Tbankfgiving.  King  George  reigns^ 
the  l  av/s  prevail,  DiiTenters  and  private  Coni'cience  aie 
protedcd,  the  Clergy  have  their  Dues,  and  to  all  Mea 
their  Property  is  religiouily  fecured.  This  is  Prote6tion, 
this  is  Liberty,  this  is  Renown,  and  Vve  are  happy, 
and  ought  to  be  dutiful  and  content. 

As  to  fuch  Churchmen  who  v/ill  be  contending,  that 
the  Clergy  are  a  diftinfl  Body  from  the  I.aity,  w^th  fe- 
parate  Interells  and  Views,  they  cannot  be  furprized  to 
fee,  that  the  Laity  improve  the  Hint  and  Example,  and 
'take  Care  of  themfelves.  It  is  very  natural  for  the  Laity 
to  remember,  that  they  alone  give  and  continue  to  the 
Clergy  what  they  hr.ve,  and  make  tliem  what  they  are. 
It  is  natural  for  them  to  be  alarmed,  when  they  hear  the 
lawlefs  Rule  of  King  Charles  I.  applauded,  his  lawlefs 
and  opprelfive  Meafures  jufiiiied  or  excufed,  and  him- 
felf  fainted  and  adored.  This  is  a  bold  and  awakeninc^ 
Infult,  and  a  full  Declaration,  that  if  High-Churchmen 
can  but  flourifhand  domineer  as  they  did  then,  they  care 
not  how  much  the  Laity  droop  and  decay  ;  nay,  ap- 
prove and  encourage  the  Bonds  and  Diilrefres  of  the 
Laity  :  /\.nd  as  a  Proof  how  violently  in  earneft  fuch 
High-Churchmen  are  in  their  Panegyrics  upon  that  King 
and  his  Reign,  they  treat  as  Monilers  and  falfe  Bre- 
thren, ail  impartial  Clergymen,  that  refufe  to  falfify  and 
daub  as  thev  do  ;  infomuch  that  fuch  reafonable  and  mo- 
derate  Clergymen  as  confefs  the'  Truth,  and  love  the 
Law  and  the  Laity,  and  are  willing  to  do  Jullice  to  both, 
are  fcorned  and  derided,  and  reviled,  as  bad  Church- 
men, that  is,  as  Friends  to  the  Conftitution,  to  Liberty, 
and  Laymen,  and  fuch  only  as  the  Laity  ought  to 
eileem.  Surely  the  Laity  cannot  but  confider  as  open 
Foes,  fuch  Men  as  vindicate  the  Opprelfion  and  Bond- 
age of  the  Laity  :  And  that  the  Laity  were  thus  ufed 
by  that  King,  is  Fadl ;  and  it  is  Fa6l  alfo,  that  in  uling 
the  Laity  thus,  he  was  abetted  and  prompted  by  all 
High^Churchmen  then,  and  juftifiedby  all  fuch  ever 
flnce.  Is  it  not  full  tim.e  for  us  Laymen  to  fee  thefe 
Things,  to  refent  fuch  Infults,  and  to  mark  fuch  In- 
fukers  ?  Is  it  not  fair  in  us,  is  it  not  natural  for  us,  to 
diilinguifh  with  all  Countenance  and  Favour,  thofe  Cler- 
gymen alone^  who  contend  for  the  Liberty  and  'Rights 
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of  the  Laity,  and  condemn  all  the  mad  and  extrava- 
gant Claims,  and  all  the  felfifh  and  violent  Tenets  of 
Hi2;h-Churchinen  ? 

As  to  the  black  FaiSl  committed  on  this  Day,  all  Men 
agree  to  condemn  and  abhor  it,  as  utterly  unlawful,  vio- 
lent, and  full  of  Guilt.  But  this  is  not  enough  for 
High-Churchmen,  unlefs  all  the  Opprefiions  and  Ex- 
ceiies,  all  che  v/icked  Counfellors  and  Inftruments  of 
that  Reign  be  likewife  excufed,  if  not  extolled.  This 
is  what  tiiey  themfelves  have  ever  confidently  underta^ken 

;  to  do,  in  the  Face  of  the  moil  glaring  Truth  and  Fa6ls. 

\  How  we  Laymen  ought  to  confider  this  Day,  and  thefe 

I  Men,  I  have  already  faid.  In  truth,  had  not  there  been 
fuch  Men  then,  there  had  not  been  fuch  a  Day  now. 
By  them  the  unhappy  King,  of  himfelf,  very  vain  of  un- 
bounded Power,  and  fond  of  fetting  Royalty  above  Right, 

I  was  abetted  and  encouraged  to  purfue  fuch  Meafures  as 
ended  in  much  Mifery  to  him,  as  well  as  to  his  People  : 
By  fuch  Men  his  Son  was  tempted  to  try  the  fame  dan- 
gerous and  guilty  Experiment ;  and  by  trull:ing  to  fuch 
Men,  to  their  unnatural  Whims  and  deadly  Flattery, 
he  loll  his  Crown  and  his  Honour,  lived  an  Exile,  and 
died  a  Beggar. 

I  From  hence,  and  from  all  that  has  been  faid,  let  us 
1  learn  a  Leflbn  proper  for  this  Day,  and  for  every  Day  ; 
1  that  IF,  let  us  take  great  Care,  according  to  the  Words 

and  Warning  of  my  Text,  that  the  Hypocrite  rei^n  not^ 

hji  the  People  be  infnared, 

P.  S,  The  Author  of  this  Sermon  finding  his  Matter 
I  increafe,  and  his  Sermon  already  too  long,  referves  what 
■  he  has  farther  to  fay,  to  a  Supplement,  which  he  will 
Ifoon  publifh,  addreiTed  to  a  very  important  and  molt  fo- 
i  I  lemn  C hurchman . 
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A  Stipplemeftt  to  <  the  Sermon  preached  at 
Lincoln's-Inn,  on  January  30.  1732. 
Addre^ffed  to  a  very  important  and  mojl 
Jolemn  Churchman^  SoUicitor-General for 
Caufes  EcclejiajiicaL 

By  T  K  0  M  A  s  G  0  R  D  0  Nj  Efi^^ 
Anno  1733. 

Holy  Father y 

I Apply  to  you  without  Form  or  Compliment,  about 
certain  Doubts  and  Difficulties,  which,  I  am  told, 
no  Man  is  fo  fit  as  you  to  anfwer  and  refolve.  Your 
great  Abilities  (I  do  not  fay  in  Divinity  ;  for  that  is  a 
very  different  thing,  but)  in  Canons,  Diftindions,  Dif- 
cipline,  and  all  Parts  of  Church-Attorneyihip,  are  al- 
lowed by  all  Men;  even  fuch  as  difpute  his  Ma- 
jelly's  Title  to  the  Crown,  allow  you  that  of  an  Ex-- 
cdlent  Churchman.  h%  I  aim  at  no  Preferment,  and  there- 
fore bring  no  Incenfe,  I  was  willing  to  fliew  you,  that 
it  was  poffible  to  dedicate  to  you  without  Worfhip  or 
Daubing.  Befides,  I  take  this  my  Addrefs  to  you  to  be 
exceeding  fuitable  ;  fince  you,  who  have  made  Church- 
Power  and  Church-Reveniies  fo  much  your  Care  and 
Purfuit,  are  a  proper  Judge,  whether  what  I  have  faid 
of  the  evil  Influence  of  Church-Power  and  Revenue 
over  Religion  and  human  Society  be  true. 

You,  who  mull  have  traced  Ecclefiaflical  Grandeur  up 
to  its  f.ril  Sources,  and  marked  its  Progrefs,  Improve- 
ments and  Variations,  can  readily  explain  how  it  arofe, 
how  it  was  ufed,  whether  righteoufly  acquired,  whether 
honefrly  employed,  how  it  affefted  the  Laity,  how  the 
Clergy ;  v/hat  Tendency  it  had  to  advance  Religion 
'and  civil  Happinefs,  what  Succefs  in  mending  the  Mo- 
rals, and  increafmg  the  Humility  and  pious  jLabours  of 
Churchmen. 

You, 
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You,  who  are  knov/n  to  contend  for  Ecclefiailical 
Authority,  can  demonllrate  what  that  Authority  is, 
whence  derived,  by  whom  and  over  whom  to  be  exer- 
C:fed,  how  to  be  reconciled  to  Confcience,  Chriftianity, 
and  common  Senfe  ;  whether  it, can  produce  or  preferve 
Conviftion,  and  make  Men  Chriilians,  or  continue 
them  fo  ;  and  whether  fuch  Authority  be  confiftent 
with  Reafon  and  Grace,  or  whether  Reafon  and  Grace 
do  not  exclude  and  deftroy  fuch  Authority  ;  as  alfo  how. 
fuch  Authority  confiils  with  the  Oaths  of  the  Clergy, 
who  fwear  to  renounce  all  Claim  to  any  Power  of 
any  Kind  or  Sort  whatfoever,  but  what  they  derive 
horn  the  Crown. 

Pray  tell  us,  what  any  Clergyman  can  do,  which  any 
Layman,  who  can  read  and  write,  cannot  do,  and 
may  not  do,,  if  the  Law  appoint  him  ?  Is  it  not  the 
Lav/  alone,  which  has  the  Power  to  qualify,  and  can 
alone  difqualify  ?  Whoever  maintains  the  contrary,  in- 
curs a  Fr<^7nunire.  Have  the  Clergy  any  Revelation 
but  the  Bible  ?  And  is  not  fuch  Revelation  made  to- 
the  Laity,  and  indeed,  without  Reftridtion,  to  all  Men  ? 
And  are  not  the  necelfary  and  pradlicai  Parts  of  the 
Bible  very  plain  and  intelligible  to  Laymen  ?  And  have 
Clergymen  ever  agreed  about  explaining  the  dark 
Parts  ?  I  wifh  none  had  ever  endeavoured  to  darken  the 
clearelt  Parts  of  it,  or  to  hide  and  fupprefs  the  Whole. 
If  the  Afiertion  of  any  Powers  invifible  in  Men,  that  is. 
Powers  which  have  no  vifible  EfFe6l,  be  other  than  a 
Dream  and  Forgery  ;  you  Vvill  do  well  to  fhew  what  they 
are,  whence  they  are,  and  how  they  effed:  their  firangs 
and  invifible  Feats.  To  read  Prayers,  and  Scriptures, 
and  Sermons  \  to  give  Bread  and  Wine,  and  fay  Words 
over  them ;  to  fprinkle  W ater  upon  Babes  5  to  declare 
What  offends  God  and  his  Law  ;  and  to  wear  Gowns 
and  Bands,  and  broad  Hats,  are  Exploits  which  may 
be  performed  by  very  mean  Men  amongft  the  Laity ; 
And  to  judge  and  declare  Vvho  are  qualified  to  perform; 
them,  is  a  Task  as  eafy  as  the  reft.  '  Will  you  fay, 
that  fuch  Functions  are  lefs  effectual  in  a  Layman,  or 
more  fo  in  a  Clergyman  ?  Who  told  you  fo  ?  It  ;nay 
be  To  faid  in  the  old  Popifh  Canons,  or  Schoolmen,  and 
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in  the  extravagant  Writings  of  fome  Ecclefiaflics ;  but 
no  where  in  the  New  Teftament. 

Will  you  fay,  that  God  blefles  any  pious  Office  done 
by  a  Layman,  lefs  than  when  done  by  a  Clergyman  ? 
And  what  Idea  would  this  give  us  of  God  ?  Will  you 
fay  that  a  little  Infant,  free  from  Offence,  and  incapa- 
ble of  offending,  is  therefore  debarred  from  Heaven,  or 
any  Part  of  Elifs,  becaufe  he  dies  unbaptized,  or  Vv'as 
baptized  by  a  Layman  ?  And  what  Idea  does  fuch  a  Te- 
net exhibit  of  the  divine  Being  ?  Or,  if  a  Layman  can 
do  -this  facred  Office  effe<Sluaily,  why  not  more  Offices, 
and  all  ? 

You  know  what  impious  Notions  many  Glergym.en 
have  broached  and  held  about  Baptifm,  as  if  no  Salva- 
tion could  be  had  without  it,  and  no  Baptifm  without 
them.  This  is  one  of  the  mcnilrous,  I  had  almoft  faid 
blafphemous,  Whims  refulting  from  the  other  monilrous 
Whim,  that  of  an  indelible  Character  3  which  is  a  Whim 
fo  very  ilrange  and  inconceivable,  that  where  'tis  once 
believed  and  eftablifned,  'tis  no  wonder  to  fee  the  wild- 
ell  Extravagancies,  and  even  Impoffibilities  and  Con- 
tradictions maintained  and  believed  ii:>  confequence  of 
it :  Since  from  any  fenfelefs  Pofition  whatfoever,  endlefs 
Deduftions  of  Nonfenfe  can  be  drawn,  and  may  feem 
naturally  to  follow ;  and  one  Contradiction  fliall  pro- 
duce, and  illuftrate,  and  prove  an  hundred  Contradic- 
tions. Thus,  if  either  the  indelible  Character,  or  apo- 
llolic  Succeffion,  or  Infallibility,  or  Power  of  binding 
and  ioofmg  be  but  allowed  from  thefe,  or  any  of 
thefe,  all  the  moll  fraudulent,  fanatical,  and  engroffing 
Claims  of  the  Pope  and  Popifh  Clergy,  may  be  deduced 
and  eflabliihed. 

May  not  a  Layman  perform  all  fpiritual  Offices,  where 
there  are  no  Clergymen  ?  Is  a  Chapter  of  the  Bible  lefs 
edifying,  when  read  by  a  Layman,  than  when  read  by 
a  Clergyman  ?  I  afk  this  the  rather,  becaufe  I  knew  a 
Tradefman,  v/ho  read  Prayers  and  the  Scripture  on  Sun- 
days, at  a  foreign  Fifhery,  where  there  were  no  Clergy, 
and  he  was  therefore  thought  proper  to  be  put  into 
Deacon's  Orders,  as  if  he  had  been  thence  the  better 
qualified  for  reading  Prayers  and  the  Bible.  Was  this 
Emplpyment  in  him,  either  more  facred,  or  more  ef- 

fcilual 
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fe^lual  afterwards  than  before  ?  If  it  was,  what  an  Idea 
does  this  too  give  us  of  the  Great  God  ?  Or,  have  the 
Clergy  fiiccceded  better  than  Laymen,  in  appointing 
one  another  ?  Father  Paul  fays,  and  Hifcory  fays,  the 
contrary.  That  excellent  Writer  lays  it  down  as  Fa6l, 
that  the'  beft  Bifnops  were  made  by  Princes ;  and  that 
whenever  the  Clergy  had  the  conduding  of  their  own 
EledionSj  infinite  Diforders  enfued  :  So  little,  or  fo  ill 
Eifecl:  had  their  indelible  Character  in  making  and  ap- 
pointing one  another.  Was  not  this  Pretence  to  an  in- 
delible Charader,  one  grest  Source  of  Popery  and  the 
In quifition,  and  of  all  the  Terrors,  Frauds,  and  Defor- 
mities of  Priellcraft  ?  And  was  it  not  natural  for  Indelihi" 
lity  to  produce  InjaUihiUty ;  and  is  there  more  to  be  faid 
for  the  former  than  for  the  latter  ? 

I  fhould  alfo  be  glad  to  hear  you  difcourfe  rationally 
nbout  Pluralities  and  Commendams,  and  fliew  their  Con- 
Tiftency  with  the  Dut}^  and  Call  of  fuch  Churchmen  as 
poilefs  them.  As  they  who  do  not  refide,  do  not  labour. 
Should  fuch  as  do  no  Work,  receive  Pay  ?  Beneficium 
propter  ofidu7n^  was  the  Stile  of  old  y  and  BeneHces 
'Were  given  for  l^:>iritual  Purpofes.  Indeed,  the  temporal 
Part  was  only  confidered  in  a  fecond.  and  circumftantial 
Senfe.  "  Afterwards,  fays  Father  Faul,  the.  fpiritu^^l 
"  Part  was  forgot,  and  nothing  but  the  Profits  regard- 

ed."  This  was  lamentable  Corruption  ;  yet  fuch  as 
dealt  in  it,  and,  in  truth,  in  little  elfe,  called  themfelves 
holy  Men  ;  that  is,  the  moil  fordid,  the  moft  corrupt 
and  covetous,  fuch  as  made  Traffic  of  Churches  and 
Soals,  aflumed  to  be  holy,  and  claimed  an  indelible 
Charadier. 

In  the  primitive  Times,  it  was  fcandalous  and  for- 
bidden, that  any  Clerk  fliould  quit  his  Cure,  though 
ever  fo  poor,  for  another  though  richer.  It  was  alledg- 
ed  and  ordained.  That  if  any  Bifhop  defpifed  his  Bi- 
Ihopric  for  being  ftnall,  and  fought  after  a  greater  Dio- 
cefe  and  larger  Rents,  he  Ihould  not  only  never  obtain 
the  greater  Bifhopric,  which  through  Avarice  he  defired, 
but  even  lofe  that  which  he  already  pofTelTed,  and  thro' 
ride  defpifed.  What  can  be  a  more  facred  Trull  than 
Trufl  of  Souls ;  v/hat  fo  important  ?  Does  it  not  re- 
uire  all  the  Time  and  Attention  that  mortal  Men  can 
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beftovv  ?  x^nd  how  is  fuch  Duty  to  be  reconciled  to 
Pluralities  and  Ccmmendams,  how  to  Non-refidence  ? 
The  holding  of  more  Churches  than  one,  was  adjudged 
by  fome  principal  Fathers  of  the  primitive  Church,  to 
be  rpiritual  Polygamy  :  And  I  .quellion,  whether  a  Plu- 
rality of  Wives,  though  Felony  by  our  Law,  be  fo  fm- 
ful,  or  can  have  fuch  bad  Confequences,  when  we  con- 
sider that  fome  Pailo-rs,  who  are  greatly  endowed,  hard- 
ly ever  fee  the  Faces  of  their  Flocks  :  Some  have  feveral 
Flocks,  and  feed  none  of  them,  but  take  vafl  Pay  for 
nothing,  and  employ  Underlings  for  poor  Wages.  If 
thefe  Underlings,  and  thefe  poor  Wages  are  fufRcient, 
as  by  their  Pradice  thefe  great  Clergymen  Ihew  that 
they  think.  Is  it  not  natural  for  the  Laity  to  defire  to 
make  as  good  Bargains  as  the  Clergy  ?  Is  it  not  natu- 
ral to  conclude,  that  fince  the  highefl  and  molt  folemn 
Offices  may  be  performed  at  afmall  Expence,  as  is  ma- 
iiifeft  from  the  hiring  of  Curates,  it  would  be  but  Pru- 
dence to  fave  fuch  high  Revenues  given  to  fuch  asdo  no- 
.thing  jDut  hire  others  ? 

How  a  fpiritual  Timil  once  conferred,  could  be  after- 
.wards  delegated  to  another,  the  Truft  itfelf  transferred, 
and  the  Advantages  referved,  'I  could  never  yet  account 
either  from  the  Gofpel  of  Chriil,  or  from  the  natural 
Ideas  of  Morality  !  Yet  are  not  great  Revenues  daily 
defired  upon  the  Eredion  of  any  new  Church,  though 
he  who  is  to  enjoy  them,  often  does  no  Duty  at  all,  but 
leaves  it  to  a  cheap  Flireling  ?  And  is  not  that  Service  for 
which  the  Parifh  is  to  pay  many  Hundreds  a  Year,  often 
performed  for  thirty  or  forty  Pounds  a  Year  ?  Some  Ci- 
vil Trulls  may  be  thus  executed  by  Deputies  ;  but  is 
this  a  Way  to  deal  (I  had  almoft  faid  to  traffic)  with 
Souls,  and  to  be  anfwerable  for  them  ?  Is  this  fpiritual 
Fatherfhip  r  Is  this  apoflolic,  or  are  thofe  who  do  fo 
ftill  SuccefTors  to  the  Apollles  ?  I  fhould  be  glad  to 
hear  you  explain  this,  and  fhew  whether  any  Man  who 
profeffed  to  turn  Religion  into  a  Trade,  could  a6t  in 
a  different  or  more  lucrative  manner. 

I  have  likevvife  fome  Doubts  to  propofe  to  you  about 
Excommunication,  which,  I  fear,  is  little  underflood, 
and  greatly  abufed.  If  it  were  originally  no  more  than 
turning  a  Mau  o\it  of  a  Society  \yith  the  Laws  of  which 
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he  v/ould  not  comply,  as  was  really  the  Cafe,  and  as  is 
daily  done  in  common  Clubs,  and  in  Juntoes  of  Tra- 
ders ;  is  it  not  notorious  Abufe,  as  weH  as  extremely- 
daring  and  wicked,  to  conllrue  it  into'  the  difmal  De- 
livery of  a  Soul  to  the  Devil  and  Damnation  ?  Will  yoii 
fav,  dare  vou  venture  to  fav,  that  a  Perfon  excom- 
municated  is  in  the  Power  of  Satan,  and  that  fuch  a 
Sentence  fends  him  thither  ?   If  it  do,  they  who  pro- 
nounce it  mull  be  the  moll  wicked  and  impious  of  all 
Men  ;  nor  can  any  earthly  Confideration  excufe  them. 
Is  it  forTithe  ?  Then  is  their  Tithe  dearer  to  them  than 
an  imm.ortal  Soul.    Is  it  not  for  Tithe,  but  for  Contu- 
macy, in  not  appearing  and  owning  their  Jurifdi£lion  ? 
Then  is  their  Pride. and  Jurifdidion  of  more  Weight 
with  them,  than  the  Salvation  of  Men  ?  But  if  Excom- 
munication have  no  fuch  Effedt,  why  is  not  the  Bug-bear 
removed,  by  explaining  it  into  a  reafonable  and  a  chri- 
ihan  Meaning  ?  Or  rather,  why  is  a  Pra£lice  which 
cannot  be  of  God,  fufrered  to  continue,  why  irnpioujly 
continued  in  his  Name?  And  can  any  Man  who  de- 
fends Excommunication,  argue  againft  Purgatory  ?  The 
temporal  Efredls  of  it  are  fufficiently  heavy  and  hard  ; 
fo  hard,  that  nothmg  under  the  higheft  Confideration 
can  juilify  the  Man  who  brings  them  down  upon  ano- 
ther.   Its  fpiritual  Operation,  were  it  true,  would  in- 
deed be  fnocking  and  frightful.   But  who  would  aiTront 
1  the  Divine  Being,  by  believing  that  he,  the  Author  of ' 
!  Mercy  and  Wifdom,  could  contradi<Sl  his  own  Nature 
j  to  gratify  the  Peevifnnefs  and  Cruelty  of^weak  and  re- 
vengeful Men  } 

They  who  are  apt  to  bring  the  Charge  of  Blafphemy 
againft  others,  often  upon  very  fmall,  fometimes  upon 
very  ludicrous  Occafions,  would  do  well  to  confider. 
Whether  there  can  be  higher  Blafphemy,  tlian  to  ad'crt 
a  Power  in  Man  of  directing  or  obliging  the  Almighty  ; 
a  Privilege  to  apply  tlie  Might  and  Terrors  of  Omnipo- 
tence to  the  Perdition  of  Men  ?  I  prefume  you  will  not 
fay  of  Excommunication,  v/lmt  I  am  told  the  reverend 
Dr.  FUdes  fays  of  Popifh  Indulgences  in  his  Iliftory  of 
Henry  Vlll.  ^fhat  they  nxjere  a  'ireufure  njjhich  the  Church 
had  been  long  in  Fo£eJ]io7i  of. 
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I  leave  it  therefore  to  your  Judgment,  \vhether  thfs- 
fpiritual  Engine  be  for  the  Service  of  Chriir-s  Church, 
or  for  the  Credit  of  fuch  as  call  themfelves  his  Mini- 
llers  ;  and  whether  what  is  Ihocking  to  Senfe  and  Hu- 
manity, can  ever  be  true  in  Religion,  or  a  Part  of  Re- 
ligion, .1  mean  of  the  Chriftian  Religion. 

I  would  alfo  humbly  propofe  it  to  your  ferious 
Thoughts,  whether  amongft  your  public  Admonitions 
and  Reproofs  to  the  Laity,  you  might  not  think  it  ad- 
vifeable,  and  find  Caufe,  to  let  your  Brethren  the  Clergy 
have  their  Share.  Are  there  no  prevailing  Miftakes  or 
Diforders  amongft  them  ?  No  ftrange  and  unreafonable 
Claims  maintained  by  them  who  are  called  Orthodox, 
no  extravagant  Writings  publiihed,  no  wild  and  paffio- 
nate  Sermons  preached  ?  Is  Orthodoxy  alone  never  pre- 
ferred by  you  to  eminent  Piety  and  Sufficiency,  under 
Sufpicion  of  Heterodoxy  ?  Is  the  Man  who  afferts  C/^r//?V 
Kmgdofn  not  to  he  of  this  Worlds  as  dear  to  you  as  they 
v/ho  would  found  worldly  Power  upon  the  Gofpel  of 
Chriil,  and  ereCt  aPriefthood  with  Power,  in  virtue  of  be- 
ing SucceiTors  to  him,  who  had  no  Power,  and  difclaimed 
all  Power  ?  Are  you  equally  tender  to  the  Failings  of 
Laymen,  as  to  thofe  of  Clergymen  ?  Or,  is  it  your 
Opinion  and  Policy,  that  the  fame  ihould  be  conceal- 
ed and  diilembled,  at  leaft  not  expofed  to  the  profane 
i.aity  ? 

i  remember  an  Inftance,  where  I  thought  the  Partia- 
lity of  a  more  than  Reverend  Clergyman  too  apparent ; 
for  whilft  He  manifefted  much  juft  Zeal  for  capitally 
puniihing  certain  beaftly  Offenders  againft  the  Law,  and 
i^urity  and  Defign  of  Nature,  I  mean  Lay-Offenders  ;  all 
II: s  Zeal  cooled,  at  leaft  produced  fmall  Effe<Sl,  in  the 
Cafe  of  a  Brother  Do6ior  found  to  have  been  flagrantly 
guilty  of  that  Abomination  for  many  Years,  and  often 
in  a  very  facred  Place  ;  yet  this  Dodor  efcaped  with 
an  Admonition  and  a  fmall  Fine,  in  a  Court  too  where 
that  more  than  Reverend  Clergyman  was  thought  ta 
have  no  fmall  Influence.  And  I  fuppofe,  that  that  un- 
natural Sinner  was  Hill  efteemed  to  be  a  true  Mimjier 
of  the  Church,  fmce  he  is  ftill  left  to  adt  as  fuch,  and  . 
to  receive  the  Stipend  of  fuch,  doubtlefs  to  the  greatl 
Edification  of  Souls,  and  Credit  of  Orthodoxy  and  of  E-l 
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pifcopal  Courts.  So  far  was  that  more  than  Reverend 
Clergyman  from  applying,  on  this  Occafion,  to  the  fe- 
cular  Arm,  though  He  had  juil  before  praifed  it  for  find- 
ing out,  and  pouring  down  its  deadly  Terrors  upon, 
fuch  beftial  Criminals. 

A  little  of  your  public  and  private  Advice  to  your 
Brethren,  recommending  to  them  more  Meeknefs  and 
Moderation,  with  a  Behaviour  more  complaifant  and 
lefs  litigious  towards  the  People,  would  be  of  ufe.  I 
hear  that  you  give  them  very  different  Advice,  even  to 
be  as  troublefome  and  vexatious  to  their  People  as  they 
can,  by  departing  from  fettled  Cuftoms,  and  fcarting 
new  Demands.  Such  Advice  is  by  no  means  proper 
for  them,  nor  do  they  want  it.  It  is  certain,  they  would 
do  well  not  to  render  themfelves  daily  more  unpopui^.r 
and  obnoxious  by  Haughtinefs,  Greedinefs,  and  Law- 
Suits.  My  Lord  Clarendotz  owns,  that  the  Clergy  of 
that  Time,  fupported  and  animated  by  Archbiihop 
Lr.iidj  grew  afluming,  and  lived  iiot  well  with  their 
Neighbours  in  the  Country,  This  L'red  ill  Blood  to- 
wards them  ;  and  when  they  vverc  p  .llcd  down,  it  was 
remembered  how  infolently  they  i.r.d  behaved  w^hen 
Vippermofi:  :  Hence  the  eaficr  Vv\iy  v;:is  made  for  the 
fovv're  and  gloomy  Set  who  fucccecied  ihem. 

The  prefent  daily  Increafe  of  their  Property,  their 
Monopoly  of  Advowfons,  their  breaking  all  the  Mo- 
dus's,  their  frequent  Succefs  in  troublefome  Surts^  and 
their  apparent  Fonclnefs  of  fuch,  help  to  footh  and  ex- 
alt them  :  But  ail  this  is  feen,  and  felt,  and  regretted 
by  the  whole  Body  of  the  Laity,  it  may  bring  a  Storm 
flronp;  cnouo-h  to  overthrow  all  thefe  Advantacres.  Per- 
haps  too,  Abufcs,  not  now  thought  of,  will  be  then 
foaght^  and  found,  and  feverely  redreifed. 

I'his  Thought  is  really  painful  to  me  ;  in  the  Since- 
rity of  my  Heart  I  fpeak  it  ;  for  I  dread  all  great 
Changes,  and  all  Approaches  towards  fuch.  I  would 
therefore  have  the  Clergy  provoke  none  :  They  mull: 
not,  in  this  inlightened  Age,  and  an  Age  of  Liberty, 
think  themfelves  a  Match  for  the  Laity,  were  the  Laity 
once  tempted  to  exert  themfelves.  Perhaps  they  were 
never  lefs  a  Match  for  the  Laity  than  now.  Times  and 
Countries  have  been,  when  the  People  v/ere  fo  blind,  or 
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fo  awed,  that  tlioagh  Religion  was  turned  publickly  into 
Power  and  Gain,  they  could  not  perceive  it,  or  durft 
not  cenfare  it.  Such.  Times  are  no  longer,  nor  is  Eng- 
land that  Country  now. 

Modefiy  and  Meeknefs,  in  the  Language  and  Writ- 
ings of  the  Clergy,  i-s  likewife  always  commendable, 
and  no  more  than  good  Policy.  The  iierce  and  provok- 
ing Stile  is  not  the  Chriilian,  nor  the  gaming  Stile  ; 
and  Pride  and  PalTion  are  ill  Proofs  of  Religion.  But 
moil  unpardonable  is  the  Practice  of  fach,  who,  when  a 
Man  differs  from,  them  in  any  Ecclefiaftkal  Point,  thoagli 
iitterly  foreign  from.  Religion,  yet  charge  him  confident- 
ly with  Infidelity,  let  his  Stile  be  ever  fo  Chriilian,  and 
liis  ProfefTions  for  Chriilianity  ever  fo  ftrong.  This 
Pradice,  follow  it  who  will,  is  unchriftian  and  malici- 
ous, but  fhamefuUy  commxon.  I  therefore  like  Dr.  Co- 
nyhear\  late  Book  for  his  Temper  and  Civility  ;  nor,  as 
far  as  J  have  looked  into  it,  could  I  find  any  Strokes  of 
Pertnefs  or  Anger  ;  two  Ingredients  very  common  in 
the  Works  of  Ecclefiaflics.  Another  Dodor,  of  fome 
Name  in  Controverfy,  and  an  Advocate  and  an  An- 
f^verer  on  the  fame  Side,  hatli  fliewn  fuch  wild  Tranf- 
ports,  fuch  Virulence  and  Scurrility,  tliat  it  is  not  to  be 
determined,  v/hether  the  Madman,  the  Scold,  or  the- 
Executioner,  predominate  mofi  in  his  Compofition. 

I  have  heard  that  even  you,  holy  Father,  with  all 
your  Aiie61ation  of  Smoothnefs  and  Temper,  have  treat- 
id  Gentlemen  with  very  coarfe  Names,  for  no  other 
Reafon,  than  that  they  differed  from  you  about  Matters 
cjf  Power  and  Speculation.  7'nis  was  not  wife  :  (that 
it  v»'as  iil-bi'ed,  I  do  not  v/onder)  and  it  might  tempt, 
and  perhaps  arrant  Gentlemen  fo  ufed  to  treat  you 
very  roughly.  A  Mcmjhr  is  by  no  means  a  proper 
Name  for  Gentlemen,  fomie  of  them  as  well  efleemed 
and  as  generally  beloved  as  you  are.  I  could  paint  fuch 
Ufage  in  Colours  which  you  would  not  like.  I  could 
likewife  draw  fuch  a  Characler  of  fome  who  are  dead 
(for  upon  the  Dead  and  Living,  Mo?iJler  and  Infidel  are 
Namies  which,  it  feems,  you  freely  throw  ):  I  fay,  I 
could  reprefent  fome  of  them  in  fuch  Lights,  fuch  true 
Lights,  as  w^ould  equal,  and,  I  doubt,  much  foil  the 
bcil  that  you  can  be  Ihewn  in,     I  could  reprefent  their 
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amiable  and  benevolent  Minds,  their  great  Knowledge, 
their  elevated  Capacity,  their  univ^erfal  Integrity  and 
Love  of  Mankind,  their  Scorn  of  Hypocrify  and  little 
Party  Viev/s,  of  narrow  Spirits,  and  of  every  mean  and 
feliiih  i^rtifice. 

But  I  want  Room  and  Time  to  enter  fully  into  the 
pleafmg  and  mournful  Theme.   Neither  do  I  think  rny- 
I'elf  qualified  to  make  equal  Returns  to  coarfe  Ufage. 
Let  me  juil  fay,  that  the  Words  Injidel  and  Infidelity,  as 
they  are  grown  Terms  of  Anger  and  Reproach,  can 
feldom  become  the  Mouth  or  Pen  of  a  candid  or  well- 
bred  Man.    Pardon  me,  v^^hen  I  aiTert,  that  every  Man 
living  has  as  good  a  Right  to  differ  in  Opinion  from 
you,  as  you  have  to  differ  from  him  :  If  you  think,  or 
maintain  the  contrary,  you  have  a  monftrous  Share  of 
Pride  or  Folly  ;  nor  do  I  know  a  greater  ]kf<??//?f>-  amongfl 
Men,  than  the  folemn  Hypocrite,  who  pretends  to  de- 
rive Pomp  and  Power,  and  worldly  Wealth  out  of  the 
New  Teftament  ;  who  would  confine  the  uncontroul- 
sble  Freedom  of  the  Soul  by  human  Articles  and  Re  - 
ftri(5lion5,  and  treats  fach  as  follovv^  Reafon  and  not  him, 
with  Spite  and  faucy  Language.— — But  I  check myfelf; 
nor  will  I  finifh  my  Picture  of  this  Sort  of  Monger,  left 
the  Likenefs  might  be  too  o-larino;.     I  therefore  return 
•^to  advife  you ;  and  here  let  me  allure  you^  that  it  is 
repugnant  to  all  Candor,  and  unworthy  your  Charac- 
ter, to  defcend  to  mean  Solicitations,  and  to  teaze  for 
Profecutions  againft  fach  W'^ritings  and  Authors  as  thwart 
you.    In  Matters  of  Religion,  no  Book  which  can  be 
anfwered,  ought  to  be  profecuted  ;  nor  can  you  fmd  any 
;|  Honour  in  fuch  Profecution,  no  more  than  you  can 
|j  fliew  Charity  in  procuring  it.    A  Minifter  of  Truth 
jj  begging  the  Aid  of  worldly  Penalties,  in  a  Difpute  a- 
j  bout  Spirituals,  makes  a  poor,  a  ftrange,  and  a  fcan- 
i  dalous  Figure.    SiTch  Condud  feems  only  to  fuit  with 
j  worldly  Defigns,  and  to  bewray,  if  not  the  Weaknefs 
i  of  his  Caufe,  at  leaft  his  Infufficiency  to  defend  it. 

To  oppofe  Force  to  juft  Reafoning,  is  tmjufl ;  to  an- 
fwer  falfe  Reafoning  by  Force,  it  fooliih  and  needlefs. 
A  bad  Caufe  is  quickly  refuted,  a  good  Caufe  eafily  de* 
fended ;  and  Chridianity,  though  it  can  bear  much  Se- 
I  verity  and  Viclencc;  can  never  exercife  nor  warrant 
[  O  5  any; 
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nor  was  the  Chriilian  Name  ever  more  abiifed,  than 
when  prollituted  to  jallify  Rigour  and  Violence  :  And 
Paniihment  for  Opinion  might  indeed  be  of*  Ecclefiafa- 
caU  but  could  never  be  of  Chriftian  Pedigree. 

You  have.  Holy  Father,  the  Reputation  of  a  ftrong 
Churchman  ;  and  Charity  obliges  xne  to  believe  you  a 
Chriilian  ;  (for  the  Chriilian  Spirit  is  not  fufpicious  no 
more  than  revengeful)  be  the  Churchman  Hill  ;  but  let 
the  Chriilian  predominate,  and  then  I  dare  fay  you  will 
never  follicit  another  Profecution.    The  Clergy,  to  a 
Man,  believe  your  Heart  bent  upon  Church  Power,  and 
upon  all  the  Means  that  lead  to  it.    You  have  alfo 
thoroughly  convinced  the  Laity  in  this  Point,  though 
''tis  faid  that  you  had  rather  they  were  not  fo  convinced^ 
and  are  wont  to  fpeak  to  them  in  a  Stile  not  at  all  fa- 
vouring of  a  PalTion  for  facerdotal  Rule :  Which  Beha- 
viour in  you  is  only  artful,  and  muft  not  be  called  falfe 
or  infwcere,  fmce  Infmcerity  is  not  a  Chriftian  Virtue. 
But  fuch  Art,  when  found  out,  lofes  its  Ufe  :  You  would 
therefore  do  well  to  drop  fuch  of  your  grand  Views  as 
bode  not  well  towards  the  Laity  ;  for  they  are  upon  their 
Guard,  and  I  would  not  have  you  put  them  upon  try-  - 
ing  their  Strength  and  Mettle. 

Rather  take  a  contrary  and  fecurer  Method ;  furrend- 
er  your  weak  PafTes,  give  up  indefenfible  Points,  claini 
nothing  but  what  the  Conftitution  gives  you,  affe(51  not 
to  be  more  than  what  the  Law  makes  you  ;  feparate  not 
yourfelf  and  Brethren  too  much  from  the  Laity  ;  for 
woe  be  to  you,  if  ever  they  fhould  feparate  themfelves 
from  you.  If  upon  Examination  you  find  any  Mililones 
about  the  Neck  of  your  Caufe,  any  excelfivc  Abfurdi- 
ties,  any  contradidiory  Tenets,  any  terrible  Claims,  any 
Inirtful  or  oppreifive  Practices,  any  unpopular  Princi-  ! 
,  pies  or  Rules,  fuch  as  fquare  not  v\ith  the  general  In- 
terefts  and  Sentiments  of  the  Laity  :  Begin,  O  holy  Fa- 
ther, to  throw  off  fuch  Mililones  into  the  Sea,  left  they 
pull  you  thither  after  them.  'Tis  better  to  quit,  with  a 
good  Grace,  even  the  moft  favourite  Point  or  Miftake, 
than  be  forced  to  quit  it  with  Shame  and  the  Imputation 
of  Obftinacy, 

What  thofe  Milftones,  thofe  indefenfible  Points  are,  I  j 
pretend  not  farther  to  explain  to  one  of  your  Sagacity. 

Some 


Some  of  them  I  have  named.  In  your  Refearches  fo^ 
others,  perhaps  it  may  merit  fome  Inquiry,  or  perhaps 
very  little,  whether  Eccleliaflical  Courts  be  any  coniider- 
able  Support  or  Credit  to  the  Caufe  of  the  Church  (for 
1  think  Religion  has  little  to  do  with  them).  I  will 
venture  to  fay,  that  Excommunication  is  a  Matter  of 
v^ery  ferious,  of  very  melancholy  x-^ttention  to  every  Man 
who  believes  in  God,  and  has  a  Regard  for  the  Bodies 
or  Souls  of  Men.  Are  there  not  moreover  fome  Things 
in  the  Oath  given  to  Church-wardens,  hard,  if  not  im- 
pofTible  to  he  kept ;  either  obliging  them  to  be  perjured 
them.felv^es,  or  uneafy,  and  even  intolerable  to  their 
Neighbours  r  And  are  there  not  certain  odd  and  contra- 
didory  Oaths  in  the  Univerfities,  which  are  a  Scandal 
to  Religion,  and  a  Contradidion  to  Learning,  and  even 
to  Morality  ?  And,  does  it  not  become  the  Zeal  of  any 
ChrilHan  Pallor,  to  rem.ove  all  fuch  Scandals  ?  And, 
would  they  not  be  removed,  if  Religion  v/ere  as  much 
confidered,  as  Ecclefiaftical  Policy  and  Power  ? 

I  would  likewife  humbly  propofe,  whether  a  true,  a 
good,  or  even  a  Chriflian  Ufe  has  been  generally  made 
of  the  30th  of  Jaiiuary  ?    whether  thofe  of  }^our  Order 
have  generally  a6led  upon  it  like  Ambaffadors  of  Truth 
^nd  Peace  F  and  whether  either  the  Civil  Government  of 
King  Charles  I.  or  the  Ecclefiaftical   Government  of 
Archbifliop  Laud^  be  proper  Patterns  to  be  followed  in 
a  free  and  Chriftian  Country  ?  I  think  that,  in  my  Ser- 
mon, I  have  amply  fhewn  that  they  are  not.    Let  me 
add  here  one  remarkable  PafTage  out  of  Rujhnjjorth: 
About  this  Time  (in  the  Year  1636)  the  new  Statutes 
for  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford  were  finilhed  ar^d  pub- 
lifhed  in  Convocation.  The  Preface  difparaged  King 
Edward  the  Vlth's  Times  and  Government,  declaring 
*^  the  Difcipline  of  the  Univerfity  was  difcompofed  by 
"  that  King's  Injunctions,  and  that  it  did  revive  and 
**  flourifh  again  in  Queen  Mary\  Days  under  Cardinal 
Pool ;  when,  by  the  much-to-be  defired  Felicity  of 
**  thofe  Times,  an  inbred  Candor  fupplied  the  Defeft 
of  Statutes." 

Was  there  ever  in  any  Declaration,  even  from  the  Va^ 
'cafi,  more  of  thePopifh  Stile  and  Spirit  ?  The  Times  and 
ovcrnment  of  that  excellent  Prince,  that  pious  Pro- 
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teftant  and  Reformer,  Edward  the  Vlth.  are  traduced  by 
an  Engli/b  Convocation,  for  his  having  unfettled  the  old 
Fopifh  Difcipline,  and  reduced  it  nearer  to  the  Genius 
of  the  Reformation.  The  Days  of  that  Popifh  Bigot, 
Queen  Mary,  are  wilhed  for  ;  that  is,  the  Days  when 
Popery,  with  all  its  Power  and  Fury,  v/as  redored,  the 
Proteftant  Religion  abolifhed,  and  Proteftants  openly 
and  mercileily  burned ;  a  Ro?ni/Jp  Cardinal  is  mentioned 
and  extolled  for  his  Church  Government,  and  Popifh 
Superllition,  and  Bigotry,  and  blind  Obedience,  are  re- 
prefented  as  inhred  Candor. 

Say,  Holy  Father,  were  the  Members  of  this  Convo- 
cation proteilants,  or  was  Laud,  who  governed  them,  a 
Proteftant  ?  And,  was  it  any  Hardfhip  or  Wonder,  that 
lie  and  they  v/ere  reprefented  as  Papiils  ?  And  what  was 
that  King  who  fubmitted  to,  and  alTiiled  them  in,  all 
their  violent  and  popifh  Purfuits  ?  nay,  was  their  Ad- 
vocate againfl  himfelf ;  when,  inllead  of  averting  his 
Prerogative  and  Supremacy,  and  fupporting  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Cambridge,  who  oppofed  Laud's  Vifita  ion  of 
them,  as  what  he  could  not  undertake  without  the  King's 
Commillion ;  he,  even  the  King  in  Perfon,  argued  for 
this  Ufurpation,  for  this  Invafion  of  his  Royalty,  for 
this  Seiicure  and  Impropriation  of  his  Power  and  Dig- 
nity ? 

Strange  Condefcenfion  and  Folly  in  him,  as  well  as 
Inconfiilency  of  Character  !  fond  of  exalting  the  Prero- 
gative over  the  Belly  of  Law  and  Juilice  where  the  Lairy 
were  concerned,   yet  poorly  laying  it  under  the  Feet 
of  the  Clergy,  where  the  Protedion  of  his  People,  and 
his  own  Duty  and  Honour,  called  upon  him  to  preferve. 
and  exert  it.    I  fliall  here^add  a  farther  Catalogue  of 
}iis  OpprelTions,  as  the  fame  are  famrned  up  in  a  lively 
manner,  by  the  late  excellent  Mr.  Trenchard^  in  his  ^hort 
Jiijlory  of  Standing  Armies  in  England.  ^ 
—     This  King's  whole  Reign  v/as  one  continued 
A61  againll  the  Laws  ;    He  diffolved  his  firflTarlia* 
*'  ment  for  prefuming  to  enquire  into  his  Father's  Death, 
"  though  he  joft  a  great  Sum  of  Money  by  it,  which 
they  had  voted  him  :  He  entered  at  the  fame  time  in- 
to  a  War  with  Trance  and  Spain,   upon  the  private 
.f!  Pisi^es  of  Buckingham^  who  managed  them  to  the  | 

eternal 
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eternal  Diilionoar  and  Reproach  of  the  EngUjh  Na- 
tion ;  witnefs  the  ridiculous  Enterprizes  upon  Cadix 
^'  and  tlie  Lie  q£  R/jee :  He  delivered  F^';^;?/V/^i^^??z's  Fleet 
into  the  French  Hands,  betrayed  the  poor  Rochellers, 
<^  and  fufFered  the  Frotedant  Intereft  in  France  to  be 
quite  exth'pated  :  He  railed  Loans,  Excifes,  Coat 
and  Condud:-Money,Tunnage  and  Poundage,  Knight- 
hood  and  Ship-Money,  without  Authority  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  impofed  new  Oaths  on  the  Subjects  to  difco- 
ver  the  \  alue  of  their  Eflates  ;   imprifoned  gre.at 
<^  Numbers  of  the  mo^z  confiderable  Gentry  and  Mer- 
chants  for  not  paying  his  arbitrary  Taxes  y  fome  he 
fent  beyond  Sea,  and  the  poorer  Sort  he  preffed  for 
Sokiiers  :  He  kept  Soldiers  on  free  Quarter,  and  ex- 
*^  ccuted  Martial  Law  upon  thein  :  He  granted  Mono- 
"  polies  without  Number,  and  broke  the  Bounds  of  the 
Loreils :  He  ereded  arbitrary  Courts,  and  enlarged 
"  others ;  as  the  High  Commiffion  Court,  Star-cham- 
^-  ber,  Court  of  Honour,  Court  of  Requefts,  iJifr.  and 
unfpeakable  Oppreilions  were   committed  in  them^ 
even  to  Men  of  the  firfl  Quality.    He  commanded 
the  Earl  of  Br'JIol  and  Eiihop  of  Lincohi  not  to  come 
to  Parliament ;  committed  and  profecuted  a  gt'eat 
many  of  the  moll  eminent  Members  of  the  Houfe 
*'  of  Commons  for  what  they  did  there,  ibme  for  no 
Caufe  at  all ;  and  would  not  let  them  have  the  Bene- 
*^  ft  of  Habeas  Corpus :  Sufpended  and  confined  Arch- 
»•  biihop  Abboty  becaufe  he  would  not  licenfe  a  Sermon 
^-  that  aiferted  defpotic  Power,   Nyhatever  other  Ca-ufe 
was  pretended  :  Pie  fufpended  the  Biihop  of  Gloucefter 
for  refufing  to  fwcar  never  to  confent  to  alter  the  Go- 
"  vermrient  of  the  Church  :  Supported  all  his  arbitrary 
*-  Minillers  againll  the  Parliament,   telling  them.,  he 
ujo?tdered  at  the  foolijh  Impudence  of  any  one  to  think 
he  ^ould  part  nxjith  the  ?neaneji  of  his  Ser^vants  upon 
their  Account :  And  indeed  in  his  Speeches,  or  rather 
*'  Menaces,  he  treated  them  like  his  Footmen,  calling 
"  tliem  undutifuly  feditioiis,  and  Vipers  :  He  brought  un- 
"  heard -of  Innovations  into  the  Church,  preferred  Men 
"  cf  arbitrary  Principles,  and  inclinable  to  Popery,  ef- 
pecially  thofe  Firebands  Laud,  Montague,   and  31an- 
^i^aringy  one  of  whom  had  been  complained  of  m 
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Parliament,  another  impeached.for  advancing  Popery, 
and  the  third  condemned  in  the  Houfc  of  Lords  :  He 
difpenfed  with  the  Laws  againll  Papilla,  and  both 
encouraged  and  preferred  them  :  He  called  no  Par- 
liament  for  twelve  Years  together,  and  in  that  time 
governed  as  arbitrarily  as  the  Grand  Signior :  He 
abetted  the  Irijb  MafTacre,  as  appears  by  their  pro- 
*^  ducino;  a  Commifiion  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Sect- 
/a?!d ;  by  the  Letter  of  Charles  the  Second,  in  favour 
of  the  Marquis  of  Antrim  ;  by  his  flopping  the  Sue- 
cours  that  the  Parliament  fent  to  reduce  Ireland^  fix 
Months  under  the  Walls  of  Chefter ;  by  his  entering 
into  a  Treaty  with  the  Rebels,  after  he  had  engaged  , 
his  Faith  to  the  Parliament  to  the  contrary  ;  and 
brinQ:ing  over  manv  Thoufands  of  them  to  iio-ht  a- 
crainil  his  People.  

"  Upon  Pretence  of  the  Spanijh  and  French  War,  he 
*^  raifed  many  thouiand  Men,  who  lived  upon  free  Quar^ 
ter,  and  robbed  and  deflroyed  where- ever  they  came  : 
But  being  unfuccefsful  in  his  Wars  abroad,  and  pref- 
fed  by  the  Clamours  of  the  People  at  home,  he  was 
forced  to  diiband  them.      In  1627   he  fent  over 
*•  '7^0000 1,  to  Holland,  to  raife  three  thoufand 
^*  Horfe  to  force  his  arbitrary  Taxes  i   but  this  Matter 
taking  Wind,  and  being  examined  by  the  Parliament, 
Orders  were  fent  to  countermand  them.   In  the  15th 
Year  of  his  Reign,  he  gave  a  Commilfion  to  Strajf  'crd' 
to  raife  eight  thoufand  Iri/h  to  be  brought  into  Eng- 
"  land :  But  before  they  could  get  hither,  the  Scots  were 
"  in  Arms  for  the  like  Opprellions,  and  marched  into 
*•  Northumberland  I  which,  forcing  him  to  call  a  Parlia- 
ment,  prevented  that  Defign,  and  fo  that  Army  was 
diilmnded.     Soon  after  he  raifed  an  Army  in  England 
to  oppofe  the  Scots^  and  tampered  with  them  to  march 
to  Lofidon,  and  diiTolve  the  Parliament :  But  this  Army 
*^  being  compoled,  for  the  moft  part,  of  the  Militia, 
and  the  Matter  being  communicated  to  the  Houfe, 
**  who  immediately  fell  on  the  Officers  that  were  Mem- 
bers,  as  JJhhurnharn^  Wthnoty  Foliar d^  &c.  the  Defiga 
came  to  nothing," 

I  could  quote  much  more  from  the  fame  Pamphlet  ; 
but,  to  ufe  the  Woids  of  the  Author,  //  is  mdkfs  to  enu- 
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fnerate  all  the  Op-preJJions  of  his  Reigjt.  What  think  you, 
holy  Father,  of  the  Panegyrics  made  upon  fuch  a  Prince 
for  almoil  a  Century  pail  by  the  Clergy,  or  of  the  Cler- 
gy who  made  and  make  thofe  Panegyrics  either  upon 
him  or  Laud  F 

I  think  nothing  is  more  manifed,  than  that  in  thofe 
Days  there  was  a  fettled  Purpofe,  both  in  the  Court  and 
in  the  Churchmen^  to  orerturn  the  Reformation  and  the 
Conllitution ;  nay,  each  of  thefe  Deligns  was  v/ell  nigh 
accomplilhed  ;  and  it  was  already  the  Falhion,  liot  only 
to  treat  fuch  who  adhered  to  the  Law  a^ainil  the  Vio- 
lence  and  mad  Maxims  which  then  prevailed,  as  Trai- 
tors ;  but  the  Name  of  Traitcts  and  Rebels  were,  by 
Laud\  Followers  and  Creatures,  beilov/ed  upon  our  f  ril 
pious  Reformers ;  and  with  the  Reformation  itfelf  great 
Faults  were  found,  efpecially  with  thofe  Parts  of  it 
which  retrenched  the  Wealth  and  Power  of  the  Clerp-y  ; 
Popiih  Ceremonies  were  daily  reftored,  with  the  Bow- 
ings, Grim.aces,  Pictures,  and  Forms  ufaally  feen  at  Po- 
piih Chapels  and  Mafies ;  and  all  Men  were  perfecuted^ 
many  ruined,  who  oppofed  fuch  fcandalous  Innovations^ 
tending  only  to  advance  Superilition  and  Prieftcraft. 

Why  many  of  thefe  Innovations,  and  fuch  Defeiflion 
from  the  Reformation  Hill  continue,  I  leave  you.  Holy 
Father,  to  coniider  and  explain.  I  defire  this  of  you  the 
rather,  for  that  I  am  told,  that  you  often  hold  up  your 
Hands,  and  wonder  how  Clergym.en  can,  by  their 
Writings,  contradict  what  they  have  once  fubfcribed. 

That  you  fhould  wonder  at  this,  is  indeed  matter  of 
Wonder.  Is  there  one  of  you  that  conforms  to  the  ge- 
nuine  Senfe,  or  even  to  the  Words  of  the  Articles  ?  Are 
not  thefe  Articles  Cal^vinijiical  F  Were  they  not  compo- 
fed  by  Cal'vinifts  ?  And  are  you  not  now,  and  have  been 
V  long,  all  Arminiaris  ?  And  do  you  not  preach  and  write 
cgainii  the  Prefbyterians  who  defend  Predejlination^  which 
is  one  of  your  own  Articles  ? 

Will  you  fay  that  Articles,  will  you  fay  that  Oaths, 
are  to  be  taken  in  a  Senfe  different  from  the  Words,  dif- 
ferent from  the  Meaning  of  thofe  who  compofe  them  ? 
If  you  do,  then  you  maintain  that  Papifisy  nay,  that 
Hahometans  may  fubfcribe  our  Protcftant  Articks,  and 
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be  ftill  MahoJtietans  and  Papijis  ;  and  that  Jacohites  may 
take  the  St  ite  Oaths,  and  be  ftill  Jacohites, 

What  Subferiptions  or  Declarations,  or  indeed  what 
other  Ties  can  bind  Men,  who,  after  they  have  folemn- 
ly  teRiiied  that  they  are  called  by  the  Holy  Ghojl,  yet  fub- 
fcribe  the  diredl  contrary  to  v/hat  they  believe,  fubfcribe 
the  Dodrines  of  Cal-vin.  yet  remain  Antagonills  to  CV/- 
<vin  ?  Is  this  Practice,  this  folemn  Aflertion  of  a  Falfe- 
hood,  for  the  Honour  of  Reliq;ion,  or  of  Churchmen  ? 
Or,  is  it  not  the  dire<?c  Method  to  harden  Men  againil: 
Truth  and  Confcience,  and  to  turn  holy  Things  into 
Contempt?  Yet  you  fcill  go  on  to  fubfcribe  thofe  Ar- 
ticles, ftill  to  difoelieve  and  contradidl  them,  yet  never 
attempt  to  alter  or  atoliih  them.  Does  fach  contra- 
dictory Doings  fhew  any  Regard  for  Religion^  or  for 
Truth  or  Decency  ? 

After  fiich  Departure  fi'om  the  do£lrinai  Articles,  you 
cnnnot,  with  any  Decency,  blamic  fuch  who  differ  fi^orri 
your  Notions  about  Church  Power  and  Difcipline.  The 
Church  and  Conftitution  of  England  neither  owns  nor 
knows  any  Clergymen  but  fuch  who  derive  all  their 
Power  from  the  Law :  All  others  are  Pretenders,  or  ra- 
ther Deferters,  and  would  be  Ufurpers,  if  the  Laity  and 
the  I  aw  Vv'ould  let  them.  Such  Clergymen  therefore  as 
difclaim  ail  Power,  and  Pomp,  and  Revenue  whatfo- 
ever,  but  v/hatthe  Law  and  Laymen  give  themi,  are  the 
only  Clergy  that  Laymen  ought  to  reverence,  or  indeed 
acknowledge  :  All  the  reft,  who  ailerc  a  prior  Right, 
and  have  iuperior  Demands,  Ihould  be  conndered  as 
lurking  Enemies,  or  bold  Invaders,  and  carefully  watch- 
^ed  and  refJled.  Nor  is  it  fmall  want  of  Modefly  in 
you,  and  fuch  as  are  like  you,  to  cenfure  fuch  Clergy- 
men as  adhere  to  the  Lavv^  and  Gonflitution,  whilfl  you 
affume  to  youifelves  a  Latitude  to  diifent  from  your  very„ 
Articles,  with  fpiritual  Charaders  and  Powers,  fuperior 
to  the  Law,  and  independent  upon  it. 

Can  any  Laym;an,  who  has  com.mon  Senfe,  or  com- 
jnon  Notions  of  Truth  and  Liberty,  bear  Vv'ith  Patience 
a  Spirit  fo  arrogant,  with  fuch  a  fancy  and  inconliflent 
Behaviour  ?  Far  diiferent,  and  indeed  quite  oppofite  was 
the  Spirit  of  the  Reformation.  Nor  is  Reverence  due 
%o  any  Clergyman  in  whom  this  laft  Spirit  is  not  found. 

*  Neither 
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Neither  are  they  at  all  Clergymen  of  the  Church  of  E'lg'- 
land,  in  whom  the  contrary  Spirit  is  found.  Can  any 
Layir.an  beat  a  Moments  Lofs  to  know,  what  Sort  ox 
Clero;vmen  afe  moll  ufeful  and  amiable  to  him ;  they 
Vv'ho  fet  up  to  command  him.,  and  confequently  to  put 
Chains  upon  him ;  or  they  Vv^ho  claim  only  the  Liberty 
to  inilrudl  and  advife  him,  and  therefore  leave  liim  ftiU 
as  free  as  he  was  before  ? 

Be  pleafed  alfo,  holy  Father,  to  inflra£l  m.e  in  the  Na- 
ture and  Efncacy  of  Abfolution.    Is  it  authoritative,  and 
proceeding  from  the  Power  of  the  Priefl  only  ?  or  is  it 
conditional,  and  only  a  Declaration  that  God  Vvdll  ac- 
cept, or  hath  accepted  fmcere  E^epentance  ?  If  God  par- 
dons, upon  Repentance,  what  Force  is  in  Abfolution, 
or  Vv'hat  Ufe,  further  than  to  eafe  poor  Sinners,  by  ai- 
furing  them,  that  if  they  have  repented,  God  has  for- 
given them  ?   If  this  be  all,  any  Man,  even  the  Sinner 
hifnfelf,  may  pronounce  fiich  a  Declaration  upon  liin  - 
felf.    Or  does  God  ftay  to  forgive,  even  after  Repent- 
ance^ till  the  Priefl:  pronounces  Abfolution  ?   If  fo,  has 
not  the  Priefl  a  greater  Share  than  God  in  faving  Men; 
nay,  a  fuperior  Power,  if  his  Part  comes  firll,  and  his 
Abfolution  takes  place  of,  and  introduces  God's  Far- 
i  don  ?  If  Repentance  fuffices  wdthout  a  Priefl  or  Ablblu- 
j  tion,  then  what  figni/ies  either  upon  fuch  Occafion,  fur- 
j  ther  than  for  a  Declaration  of  Comfort  ?   And  without 
Repentance,  what  avails  A^bfolution  ?  Will  you  fay  that 
it  avails  r  Or  has  our  blefled  Saviour  ever  faid  fo  ?  You 
mull  needs  know  what  extravagant  Foiitions,  and  what 
impious  Claims  of  Pov/er,  have  been  confidently  de- 
rived from  this  Privilege  of  Prieils  to  pronounce  Abfo- 
lution, as  if  it  inferred  a  Power  to  danm  and  fave  tho' 
it  be  really  no  more  than  what  any  Man  may  pronounce 
tT)  another,  or  to  himfelf,  or  to  many,  if  they  defire  it, 
or  will  hear  it.    Has  not  this,  therefore,   as  v/ell  as 
many  otlicr  pious  Praclices,  been  horribly  abufed  and 
perverted  by  the  ungodly  Craft  of  felfidi  Priefts  ? 

Whilil  I  am  giving  you  all  this  Trouble,  and  tiring 
you  with  fo  many  Queflions,  permit  me,  holy  Father, 
to  mix  a  little  Comfort  with  fo  much  Freedom  and  Im- 
p'Ortunity.    I  am  told  that  your  Eafe  and  Reil  are  great- 
I  ly  interrupted  and  broken  by  the  Increafe  and  Prevalence 
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o'i  Frcc-thhiking,  Be  not  too  much  frightened  ;  the  Mob 
and  the  Many  will  always  be  orthodox,  always  true  to 
the  Church,  to  Holy-days,  and  pious  Rioting,  for  Rea- 
fons  too  apparent  to  need  mention.  The  Number  of 
Free-thinkers,  that  is,  of  Men  who  bring  all  Things  to 
the  Bar  and  Trial  of  right  Reafon,  can  never  be  fo  very 
great  as  juflly  to  alarm  the  Clergy,  can  never  greatly  di- 
niinilh  the  Majority  of  a  Country,  who  will  always  be 
of  the  Church  in  vogue,  always  have  Religion,  if  not 
that  of  Reafon  and  Nature,  yet  furely  that  of  Authority 
and  of  the  Prieflhood,  who  are  themfelves  always  con- 
formable to  Eitablilhments  and  to  Tithes,  and  the  pre- 
vailing- Faith. 

I  doubt  it  will  not  be  equally  pleafmg  to  you,  to  be 
told,  at  leait  to  have  the  Public  told,  that  it  is  by  no 
means  Fres-tJmzki7ig  which  fills  the  Gaols,  or  loads  the 
Gallow£,  or  even  peoples  Exchange- Jlley,  or  increafes 
public  or  private  Knavery,  or  contributes  at  all  towards 
it.  Was  the6'(7?/^:'-^^^ir  Sclieme  the  Efted  of  Free-think- 
ing ?  Sir  John  Blunt  was  a  great  Saint  and  Frequenter 
C}f  the  Ordinances;  nor  were  any  of  his  Confederates 
fufpeded  of  Deifm.  Was  it  Free-thinliing  that  contrived 
or  promoted  national  MaiTacres,  that  of  Ireland  or  of 
Paris  ?  Has  it  produced  or  afiiiled  the  Inquiutlon  or 
Peiiecution  ?  Was  the  Monk  St.  Domimc  a  Free-thinker, 
or  was  Biihop  Laud  one  I  Has  Free-thinking  encou- 
raged, or  have  Free-thinkers  perpetrated  particulai'  Mur- 
ders or  Affaffinations  ?  Was  F^auillac  a  Free-thinker  I  i 
Or  was  he  who  murdered  the  Prince  of  Orange  F  Or  w'as  * 
he  one  who  offered  to' murder  the  late  King  ?  Are  the 
Banditti  and  Aflainns  in  Italy  Free-thinkers  r  Are  not 
thefe  Villains  good  'Catholics,  and  Frequenters  ot 
Churches  Do  any  of  our  own  Thieves  die  Free-think-  . 
ers  ?  Do  they  not  generally  die  good  Churchmen,  Ca-lf 
tholic  or  Proteflant,  and  always  of  forne  Religion  ?  Was 
the  famous,  Murderefs  Sara/j  M^^/rc/;;/ a  Free-thinker? 
Did  fhe  die  one,  or  declare  that  Ihe  had  lived  one  ? 

No  ;  Holy  Father  :  Free-£bi?7king  has  no  Profelytes  in 
Ne^jgate  or  Exchange- Alley .    I  doubt  it  will  be  found  i 
that  it  is  not  Free-thinking  that  fleals  in  Shops,  or  cheats  1 
behind  Counters,  or  robs  Houfes,  or  cuts  Throats.  Nor  J 
is  it  Free-thinlcing  that  abfohes  Criminals  of  any  fortJB 

muchS 
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much  lefs  Traitors  and  AJfaJTins  ;  nor  confequently  en- 
courages fuch  Crimes.  I  could,  had  I  time,  enlarge 
with  Succefs  on  this  Subjed,  and  convince  all  Men, 
that  Free-thinking  dilclaims  all  Alliance  with  Vice  and 
Mobs,  and  diiTolute  Men  \  and  leaves  all  Knaves,  Pro- 
fligates, and  Hypocrites,  to  Conformity  and  Creeds,  and 
the  numerous  Train  of  Orthodoxy, 

It  feems  you  have  likewife  found  great  Evils  occafion- 
ed  by  People's  not  coming  to  Church.  My  own  Opi- 
nion is,  that  when  People  lind  themfelves  edified  by  go- 
ing, they  will  go  ;  when  they  are  not  edified,  their  go- 
ing avails  not.  If  the  People  had  the  Choice  of  their 
own  Minifters,  as  in  the  primitive  Times  they  had,  it  is 
more  than  probable  they  would  go  oftener.  But.  vvhen 
they  neither  like  the  Man  nor  the  Matter,  it  is  not  like- 
ly that  they  will  hear  either.  I  was  therefore  furprized 
to  hear  that  fome  of  your  Scouts  and  humble  Agents  (em- 
'ployed,  I  fuppofe,  to  try  the  Pulfe  of  the  Public)  have 
mentioned  compulfory  Laujs,  frill  in  Force,  to  oblige 
People  to  go  to  Church.  Pray,  can  you  reconcile  fuch 
a  Law,  if  there  be  one,  to  the  Principles  and  Laws  of 
Toleration  !  Could  any  fuch  Law  be  at  firil  procured 
but  by  the  Solicitations  of  the  perfecuting  Clergy  ?  Or 
could  any  but  Perfecutors  follicit  fuch  a  Law  ?  Is  it  juil 
or  chriilian,  to  force  any  Man  to  hear  what  or  whom  he 
likes  not  ?  W ould  a  High-churchman  care  to  be  forced 
to  hear  a  Prefbyterian  Preacher,  fuppofe  in  a  Country 
where  there  were  no  other,  as  in  Genenja  P  And  Ihould 
he  not  do  as  he  would  be  done  by  ?  No  penal  Laws 
whatfoever  were,  or  ever  could  be,  prompted  by  a 
Chriilian  Spirit.  And  befides  this  Confideration,  I  won- 
der how  any  Man  can  contend  for  the  Continuance  of 
Tells  and*  Penalties  here  in  England,  as  you  do,  and  yet 
be  againft  the  Exercife  of  fuch  in  Scotland,  Is  this  equal 
uftice,  or  equal  Charity  ? 

I  fhould  be  quite  too  tedious  to  m^y  Readers  and  my- 
felf  (to  you.  Holy  Father,  I  have  been  fo  already)  fhould 
bat  touch  every  Topic  that  deferves  your  Animadver- 
lon  and  that  of  the  Public.    I  cannot  forbear  mention- 
ng  one  Practice  very  common  amongfl  you  Church men^r 
hough  it  be  deftitute  of  all  Candor,  of  all  Truth  and 
harity.    Whenever  any  clerical  Folly,  or  Artifice,  or 

UfurpatioBp 
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Uiurpation,  or  falfe  Pofition,  is  attacked,  he  who  dct^  ' 
fo,  fcarce  ever  fails  of  being  accufed,  of  having  at* 
tacked  whatever  is  ferious  and  facred ;  and  he  is  confi- 
dently charged  with  Irreligion,  though  he  has  evidently 
efpoiifed  and  defended  Religion  againii  fuch  as  had  pro- 
faned it,  and  blended  it  with  Superftition  and  Povv^er. 

This  Method  of  yours  may  have  fome  EfFe<5l  upon  the 
Vulgar ;  but  with  Men  of  Senfe,  it  hurts  you,  by  dif- 
covering  vjh-t  you  mean  by  Things  ferhus  and  facred.  If 
by  thefe  Words  you  underflood  only  the  Gofpel^  and  Con- 
fcie?zce^  and  the  Duties  enjoined  by  either,  you  could 
have  taken  no  Offence  at  any  Writings  which  commend 
and  vindicate  ChriPcianity,  and  only  expofe  what  wea- 
kens and  defaces  it,  even  the  Pride  and  Violence  of  do- 
mineering and  fuperflitious  Priefis.  That  there  are  fuch 
Friefis,  I  prefume  you  will  not  deny  nor  that  fuch 
Priefts  a61  not  in  all  Things,  or  indeed  hardly  in  any,- 
upon  the  Foot  and  Motives  of  the  Gofpel. 

That  my  late  Sermon  is  intirely  upon  theX%illian 
SclieiTie,  and  in  the  Chriilian  Stile,  I  aver,  and  every 
Man  may  perceive  ;  and  therefore  no  Man,  v/ho  regards 
Chriflianity  and  civil  Liberty,  can  polTibly  dillike  it. 
What  it  attacks  is  clerical  Wantonnefs,  clerical  Super- 
itition  and  Fury,  Tyranny  and  Ufurpation,  both  in  the 
State  and  in  the  Church.  If  therefore  that  Sermon  pro- 
voke you,  it  is  manifeft  what  pleafes  you,  what  you  ap- 
pfove,  and  what  you  purfue.  For  myfelf  I  can  fay 
trttly,  and  therefore  boldly,  that  m^y  Writings  are  intire- 
ly conformable  to  the  Religion  and  Laws  of  my  Coun- 
try :  Nor  can  any  impartial  Judge  affirm  of  that  Ser^ 
inon,  or  of  any  Performance  of  mine  (if  there  be  any 
more  of  mine,  befides  that  and  this)  what  I  have  often 
heard  the  ableil:  Lawyers  in  this  Nation  affirm  of  a  bulky 
Performance  of  yours.  That  it  is  a  Libel  upon  the  La^jjs 
and  Con  jilt  lition  (j/'England,  and  ought  to  he  burned  by  the 
Hand  of  the  cGfnmon  Ha?7gman. 

Here, I  humbly  bend  my  Knee,  Holy  Father,  and 
kHTmg  your  Vellment,  fubfcribe  myfelf,  v/ith  profound 
Adoration, 

Tour  Great  Admirer  and  Dutiful  Son ^ 

A  Layman. 

J 


Lincoln  s-hin\, 
March  8. 


A  Letter  to  the  Reverend  Dr.  CcdeXj  on 
the  Subjeci  cf  his  ^node/i  Injlru^tion  to 
the  Cr 01072^  infertedifi  the  Daily  Journal 
(9/^  February  1733-  From  the  >Sc'-* 

cond  Volume  of  Burnet  i  Hijiory. 

The  Fourth  Edition,  Correcled  and  Enlarged. 

By  Thomas  Gordon, 
Anno_  1734. 

Re'vcrend  SIR, 
t    g   ^  H  E  Vacancy  nov/  in  the  Church  hath  been 

i  long  unfupplied,  and  the  World  have  beheld 
^  this  Accident  with  that  Regard  which  is  fo  juil- 
ly  due  to.  Supreme  Authority.  No  Man  hath  prefumed 
to  allow  himfelf  Liberties  on  this  Subjed  beyond  the  de- 
cent Bounds  of  private  Anirnadv  erfion  ;  and  to  theferea- 
fonable  Limits  iuch  Perfons  as  are  the  moft  tenderly  in- 
terefted  in  this  Affair,  Vv^ould  have  retrained  their  Re- 
flettions,  had  not  you,  Sir,  made  your  Appeals  to  tj>e 
Populace,  as  privileged  beyond  other  Men,  how  much 
focver  above  you  in  Rank,  or  Dignity,  or  Merit. 

What  I  mean  by  your  making  Appeals  to  the  Popu- 
lace is  beft  to  be  explained  by  reciting  a  Paragraph  in- 
ferted  by  your  Diredion  in  the  Daily  Jour?ial  of  Febru- 
ary the  27th.  Your  Care  and  Expence,  at  all  Times  be- 
llowed in  fo  judicious  a  Manner,  can  never  be  too  much 
applauded,  but  it  deferves  a  moft  particular  Acknow- 
ledgment, that  you  Ihould  be  at  the  Trouble  and  Charge 
of  informing  the  Public,  in  a  Paper  of  CofFee-houfe  In- 
telligence, That  '  In  the  fecond  Volume  of  Bijhop  Bur- 

*  net's  HiJlory,  p.  I  ig.  publifhed  a  few  D%ays  fmce,  there 

*  is  this  remarkable  l^ajjage^  viz. 

'  The  State  of  Ireland  leads  me  to  infert  here  a  very 

*  particular  Inftancc  of  the  Queen's  pious  Care  in  the 

*  difpohng 
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*  difpofing  of  Bifhoprics.    Lord  Sid77ey  was  fo  far  en- 

*  gaged  in  the  Intereii:  of  a  great  Family  of  Ireland,  that 

*  he  was  too  eafily  wrought  on  to  recommend  a  Branch 

*  of  it  to  a  vacant  See.  The  Reprefeiitadon  was  made 
'  with  an  undue  Char^if  ter  of  the  Perfon  ;  fo  the  Qiieen 

*  granted  it ;  but  v/hen  Ihe  underftood  tliat  he  lay  under 

*  a  very  bad  Charafter,  flie  wrote  a  Letter,  in  her  own 

*  Hand,  to.  Lord  Sidney,  letting  him  know  what  ihe  had 
'  heard,  and  ordered  him  to  call  for  fix  Irijh  Bifiiops, 

*  whom  fhe  named  to  him,  and  to  require  them  to  certi- 
^  fy  to  her  their  Opinion  of  that  Perfon.    They  all 

*  ao-re^d,  that  he  laboured  under  an  ill  Fame,  and  till 
^  that  was  examined  into,  they  did  not  think  it  proper 

^  to  promote  him,  fo  that  the  Matter  was  let  fall.    1  do  ; 

*  not  nam.e  the  Perfon,  for  I  intend  not  to  leave  a  Ble-  | 
mifh  on  him,  but  fet  this  down  as  an  Example  £t  to 

^  be  imitated  by  Chriilian  Princes/ 

This  prudent  and  m.odeil  Inilrudion,  which  you  thus 
ha^^e  fet  forth  for  Chrifiian  Princes,  will  midoubtedly 
draw  their  ^Acknowledgments,  as  well  as  mine,  in  your 
Favour.    To  Perfons  of  their  Diftindion,  who  cannot  ; 
have  the  Leifure,  or  Opportunity,  or  Inclination,  of  ; 
tracing  your  Steps,  as  I  have  done,  the  Confideration,  ! 
that  none  but  you  could  be  fufficiently  interefled  to  fet  j 
forth  this  remarkable  Paragraph,  as  you  call  it,  and  that 
BOne  but  you  could  poffibly  confider  it  as  remarkahley 
more  than  any  other  Paragraph  :  This  will  to  them  be  as 
proper  a  Ground  for  their  Thanks  as  if  they  were  in  fhe 
fam.e  Light  with  myfelf,  and  poffelTed  the  fame  Evidence 
%vhich  1  am  Mailer  of,  concerning  the  Perfon  who  hand- 
ed it  to  the  Prefs,  and  paid  for  its  being  inferted  in  that 
Paper. 

If  the  Merit  of  fo  much  Zeal  to  find  out  fit  Examples  if 
for  the  Imitation  of  Chriftian  Princes,  could  admit  of  , 
any  Pelay,  it  might  poffibly  be  objefted  to  the  Manner  !; 
of  fuch  a  Procedure,  that  Princes  may  be  applied  to  by  i* ' 
much  more  decent  Means  of  Information,  than  by  a  Pa-  jj ! 
ragraph  inferted  in  a  common  News-Paper,  for  the  jj^ 
Amufement  of  Coffee-houfes.    It  may  be  objedled,  that  ji 
the  Dignity  of  Princes  forbids  any  particular  Subjed  to  P 
didate  publicly  to  their  Condu6l,  or  to  make  that  Coun-  jj? 
fcl  public  which  he  fubmits  to  their  private  Confider-  ||^^ 

ation:  I. 
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atlon  :  That  to  exhibit  Inilrudlions  to  Frinces  for  tlie 
Exeixife  of  any  particular  Prerogative,  or  for  the  Deci- 
fion  of  any  depending  Conteil,  and  to  do  this  in  one  of 
the  Daily  Papers,  is  a  rude  Attempt  upon  the  Liberty 
of  the  Royal  Judgement ;  an  Atteiiipt  that  rather  pre- 
fcribes  to  Frinces  than  advifes  them  ;  an  Attempt  that 
lays  a  Foundation  for  Clamour  and  Abufe.    It  doth  not 
fo  much  convey  Matter  of  Confideration  to  Princes  as  it 
points  out  a  Matter  of  Cenfure  to  partial  unexamining- 
Men  ;  fo  that  the  Prince  who  is  thus  directed  by  a  pub- 
lic Advertifement  of  an  Example  iit  for  him  to  imitate, 
mull,  if  he  a6l  other  wife  than  the  Inilmidion  requires  him 
to  act,  either  defcend  to  publifh  minute  Accounts  in  Jii- 
llification  of  his  ov/n  Conducl ;  or  he  will  be  reproached 
for  the  free  Ufe  of  his  own  Judgment  in  the  Exercife  of 
his  own  lawful  Authority,  and  will  be  faid  to  have  a<5led 
contrary  to  an  Examp  e  fit  for  all  Chrifii an  Frinces  to 
imitate. 

Give  me  leave.  Sir,  to  v/arn  you  on  this  Head  with 
all  the  Caution  of  a  Friend.  You  convey  to  the  World 
a  Paragraph  fuggefting  the  Character  of  a  Perfon  whom 
you  do  not  approve,  to  be  very  bad  j  you  infmuate  that 
he  labours  under  an  ill  Fam.e,  endeavouring  thereby  to 
draw  the  Difpleafure  of  his  Prince  upon  him.  You 
ought  to  be  ftn^tiy  careful,  on  a  double  Account,  in  all 
Attempts  of  this  Nature,  that  you  do  not  indulge  your 
own  Malice  againil  fuch  Peifons  as  you  accufe,  and  that 
you  do  not  furnifh  Matter  to  the  Malice  of  others  againit 
thofe  Princes  whom  you  thus  propofe  to  influence. 

If  you,  Sir,  fhould  ever  have  had  the  Honour  and 
Happinefs  of  free  Approaches  to  fuch  Princes,  it  may 
ftill  inflame  the  Charge  againfl  you,  that  you  take  the 
Freedom  of  intruding  them  in  their  Behaviour  by  "Pa- 
ragraphs printed  in  News  Papers  :  And  perhaps  fomc 
princes  might  be  of  Opinion,  that  a  Perfon  who  knew 
no  better  how  to  employ  the  Privilege  of  advifmg  them, 
{hould,  for  the  future,  have  no  other  Means  of  convey- 
ing Advice  to  them. 

If  fuch  a  Paragraph  can  be  re?narkable  more  than  any 
other,  if  fuch  an  Example  can  be  ft  for  Imitation,  more 
than  anv  other  mentioned  by  the  Reverend  Hillorian, 
it  can  be  fo  in  no  other  View  than  this,  that  partlcu- 

hT 
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lar  Princes  liave  now  a  parallel  Cafe  before  them.  And 
if  you  mean  any  thing  at  alJ,  you  mull  intend  to  fug- 
geil,  that  there  is  a  prefent  kecornmendation  to  a  va- 
cant  See,  which  appears  to  you  in  the  fame  Light  with 
Lord  Bidney\  Recommendation  to  a  BiOiopric  in  InlaruL 
You  thus  fiiggeil  tliat  a  Great  Counfx:jlior  of  the  Crown 
hath  recommended  a  Perfon  to  the  Favour  of  the  Crown, 
with  an  undue  Reprefentation  of  his  Charader  ;  that 
fuch  Perfon  lies  under  a  very  bad  Charader  ;  that  he 
ought  not  to  be  promoted  till  ylv  BiJJyop  have  certified 
their  Opinion  of  him  that  if  they  theje  fix  B/Jhcps  agree 
he  labours  under  an  ill  Fame,  lie  is  not  to  be  promoted. 
And  this  is  fet  dovvm  as  an  jLxample  ft  for  Chrtjtic.n 
Prifices  to  rmitate. 

If  this  is  a  Method  of  tryhig  and  fiig77iati%ing  Cha- 
racters that  I  fhiould  make  Exceptions  to,  I  would  not 
be  underilood  to  refied,  at  this  13ifl:ance  of  Time,  on 
the  Wifdom  or  Juilice  of  that  excellent  Queen  under 
whom  this  firfr  Inilance  happened.  We  can  have  no 
other  Lights  of  fuch  a  Tranfadion,  "than  what  this  Pa-, 
ragraph  in  But}  srs  W fiery  affords  us ;  and  we  may  in 
Charity  believe,  that  the  Accident  was  circumltanced  as 
he  relates  it  to  have  been,  that  the  Perfon  fet  alide  did 
.labour  under  an  ill  Fame,;  that  the  Queen  heard  it  from, 
no  malicious  Whifperers,  or  interefled  Tale-bearers 
that  it  could  not  aniwer  any  felffn  Purpofe  to  reprefen 
him  as  one  of  a  bad  Chara£ler,  if  he  really  deferved  a 
good  one  ;  that  the fix  Bifijops  who  were  referred  to,  and 
who  certified  their  ill  Opinion  of  him,  were  ^qual,  un- 
biased, indifferent  Judges,  incapable  of  any  Intention 
to  fhake  off  their  due  Dependency  on  the  Royal  Supremacy  i 
incapable  of  any  Schemie  or  Project  to  turn  their  Hierar- 
chy into  an  Ariiloeracy  ^  incapable  of  fetting  on  Foot  a 
Cabal  to  take  the  Nomination  of  Bifliops  to  themfelves, 
i  i  Prejudice  and  Diflionour  of  the  Crown  ;  incapable  of 
any  malicious  Deiign  to  defiime  and  iligmatize  all  Men, 
liov/ever  virtuous  or  deferving,  who  v,'Ould  not  con- 
form to  the  Obedience  required,  and  become  fubfervi- 
ent  to  the  Intrigues  carried  on  by  fuch  a  fpiritual  Cabal ; 
incapable  likewife  of  being  the  Creatures  and  Slaves  of 
a  proud;,  ambitious,  and  mercenary  Prelate,  wlioafpired 
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to  engrofs  Ecclefiaftical  Power,  and  to  ufurp  on  the  fa- 
cred  Prerogatives  of  the  King  his  Sovereign. 

I  make  thefe  liberal  ConcelTions  in  favour  of  thofe  fix 
Bifiiops,  becaufe  however  willing  I  am  to  think  candidly 
of  their  Certificate,  that  the  Man  whom  they  fet  afid<j 
laboured  under  an  ill  Fame,  yet  it  is  too  plain,  fhould 
fuch  a  Method  prevail  of  trying  and  difqualifying  Can- 
didates for  Ecclefiaftical  Preferments^  it  mull  give  a  dan- 
gerous Scope  to  all  the  Practices  v/hich  I  have  enume- 
rated, and  therefore  I  do  not  think  it  a  fit  Example  for 
Chriftian  Friiices  to  i?nitate,  nor  a  fit  Example  foj*  a  free 
People  io  he  ftrid  of. 

I  need  not  tell  yeu,  Sir,  how  odious  the  Cabals  of 
Ecclefiailics  are  to  the  Laws  of  this  Kingdom  ;  you 

very  well  know  the  La.w  that  refirains  the  B  -ps . 

from  meeting  together  v/ithout  the  King's  Authority  is. 
any  Com.pany  beyond  a  certain  Number  ;  you  know 
the  Supremacy  which  you  have  all  fworn  to  maintain 
in  the  Crown  ;  you  likewife  know,  that  in  virtue  of  this 
Prerogative,  the  Crown  hath  an  uncontroulable  Power 
of  making  Bilhops  and  Dignitaries  in  the  Church,  which 
before  the  Reformation  Ecclefiailics  had  wickedly  iu- 
croached  on,  pretending  to  the  Right  of  elecling  one: 
another,  and  that  the  Confirmation  of  fuch  Eledions  be- 
longed to  a  fovereign  Pontiff  :  All  which, -Sir,  yoii 
have  renounced  by  your  Oaths,  are  iffo  faSlo  excom- 
municate, if  you  pretend  to  any  fuch  exorbitant  Power, 
and  incur  the  Penalties  of  a  Premunire,  whereby  you. 
forfeit  your  Goods  and  Chattels,  the  Revenue  of  your 
Xands,  and  the  Liberty  of  your  Perfon. 

It  avails  nothing  at  all  in  Senfe  of  Juflice,  or  to  the 
Safety  of  Mankind,   that  thefe  Vv^ife  Provifions  were 

made  by  our  Anceftors,  if  B  ps,  eluding  the  Laws, 

and  their  Oaths,  fliall  ever  claim  that  Power  from  the 
Grace  of  the  Crov/n,  which  they  renounce  all  Right  to 
by  the  mod  folemn  Sacraments.  It  would  be  a  much 
more  dangerous  Practice  than  any  which  can  be  attempt- 
ed ;  becaufe,  at  the  fams  time  that  it  might  feem  to  ac- 
knowledge the  Force  of  the  Law,  it  would  deilroy  the 
Efi'cft  of  it,  and  whilll  it  might  fpecioully  fubmit  to  the 
Forms  of  the  Conftitution,  v/ould  fubvert  the  Founda* 
ticn  of  it. 
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You  will  therefore  allow  me,  Sir,  to  confider  thi$ 
Scheme  of  trying  all  Candidates  for  Preferment  in  the 
Church  with  more  Indignation,  as  it  tends  to  give  a 

Junto  of  E  ps  a  Negative  upon  the  Nomination  to 

any  Bifhopric,  than  it  might  be  proper  to  exprefs,  with 
regard,  to  that  Malice  and  Defamation  which  may  at 
any  time  be  employed  to  deprive  a  particular  Perfon  of 
the  Advancement  intended  him. 

It  mull  be  admitted,  that  nothing  can  be  more  cruel^ 
diflioneil,  and  deteflable,  than  to  defame  an  innocent 
Man,  and  to  fix,  by  malicious  Arts, -an  ill  Fame  upon 
him,  in  order  to  make  him  lofe  his  Preferment.  But 
there  are  Views  and  Defigns  which  may  be  the  Motives 
of  fuch  an  Attempt,  and  which  will  make  it  infinitely 
more  alarming  than  any  Hardfhip  done  to  a  fi ngle  Per- 
fon. There  may  be  the  Proje6l  of  bringing  all  Promo- 
tions in  the  Church  into  the  Hands  of  a  few  ambitious 
arbitrary  Churchmen,  fo  that  the  higheii  Counfelior  of 
the  Crown  lhall  not  recommend  the  Friend  whom  he 
bell  loves,  and  the  Man  whom  he  moft  approves,  with- 
out expofmg  fuch  Perfon  to  be  deprived  of  his  Reputa- 
tion by  thofe  who  may  be  averfe  to  his  Advancement : 
And  the  Prince  on  the  Throne,  if  he  lhall  efpoufe  the 
innocent  Party,  after  fuch  Reverend  Defamers  have 
teiliiied  their  Diflilce  of  him,  fnall  be  expofed  to  the 
lame  Ecclefiajilcal  Malice ^  nay,  fhall  be  fet  forth  to  all 
his  Subjects,  by  one  who  is  the  Creature  of  his  Power, 
and  the  Abufer  of  his  Favour,  as  an  Example  not  fit  for 
Chriftian  Princes  to  imitate. 

It  is  Part  of  the  Impeachment  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons again  H  Archbiihop  Article  VI.  ''  That  he 
traiteroufly  afTumed  to  himfelf  a  Papal  and  Tyranni- 
cal  Power,  both  in  Ecclefiaftical  and  Temporal  Mat- 
ters,  over  his  Majeily's  Subjedls  in  this  Realm  oiEng- 
land,  and  in  other  Places,  to  the  Diflierifon  of  the 
Crown,  Diihonour  of  his  Majefty,  and  Derogation 
of  his  fupreme  Authority  in  Ecclefiaftical  Matters." 
~  The  Commons  proceed  in  the  Eighth  Article  of  that 
Impeachment,  to  charge  him,     That  for  the  better  ad- 
^'  vancing  of  his  traiterous  Purpofe  and  Defign,  he  did 
abufe  the  great  Power  and  Truft  his  Majelly  repofed 
*^  in  him  \  and  did  intrude  upon  the  Places  of  divers 

great 
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great  Officers,  and  upon  the  Right  of  other  of  his 
"  Majefty's  Subjedls,  whereby  he  did  procure  to  him- 
felf  the  Nomination  of  fundry  Perfons  to  Ecclefiaiii- 
cal  Dignities,  Promotions  and  Benefices  belonging 
to  his  IVIajefiy,  and  divers  of  the  Nobility  and  Cler- 
gy,  and  others ;  and  hath  taken  upon  him  the  Com- 
mendation  of  Chaplains  to  the  King,  by  v/hich  means, 
he  hath  preferred  to  his  Majefly's  Service,   and  to 
other  great  Promotions  in  the  Church,  fuch  as  have 
been  Popiihly  affefled,  or  otherwife,  unfound  and 
corrupt,  both  in  Docirines  and  Manners.'' 
I  chufe,  Sir,  to  cite  thefe  Articles  for  your  Confide- 
ration,  to  fhew  you  the  Senfe  and  Judgment  of  Parlia- 
ment, on  the  Matter  before  us  ;   and  if  it  ihould  ever 

appear  in  a  National  Enquiry,  that  B  >ps  have  affum- 

ed  to  thcmfelves  the  Nomination  of  Bifhops,  that  they 
have  haughtily  and  arbitrarily  claimed  the  fole  Right 
of  advifmg  and  recommending  in  Ecclefiailical  Promo- 
tions, pretending  that  the  higheil  Counfellor  of  the 
Crown  hath  no  Right  to  offer  his  Advice,  on  fuch  Oc- 
cafions,  it  may  beget  a  Queilion,  which  I  am  afraid, 
fome  Perfons  will  know  not  how  to  anfwer. 

For  Inflance,  if  an  infolent  domineering  Prelate  ihould 
ever  pretend  to  advance  it  as  his  Right,  to  nominate  Bi- 
fhops  in  the  Manner  as  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  of 
Great  Britni^i  adviies  the  Crown,  in  the  Nomination  of 
J  udges,  if  he  fliould  be  arrogant  enough  to  afnrm,  that  he 
might  as  properly  interfere  in  fupplyingthe  V acancies  of 
Weftminfte^'-Hall^  as  tliat  Great  Officer  may  recommend 
to  vacant  Sees,  there  can  be  no  Difference  made  between 
fuch  a  Behaviour,  and  the  Cafe  of  Laud  himifelf,  as 
dcfcribed  in  thefe  Articles  of  Impeachment  before  us. 

The  Clergy  of  this  Kingdom  have  fworn  to  the  Royal 
Supremacy,  and  hold  ail  their  Powers,  Emoluments 
and  Ecclefiailical  Offices,  by  the  Gift  of  the  Civil  Go- 
vernment ;  and  as  the  Order  of  Bifliops  arifes  from  the 
Inftitution  of  Temporal  Laws,  its  Vacancies  are  to  be 
fupplied  by  the  Mediation  of  Temporal  Officers.  You 
know.  Sir,  it  is  the  Great  Seal  alone,  that  hath  any 
Virtue  or  Effect  in  the  Ordination  of  Biihop  .  Without 
it  the  Clergy  can  have  no  Dignitaries  amongil  them,  and 
the  Holy  Ghoil  muit  ceafe  in  this  Kingdcrc,  as  to  it « 

P  2  E 
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EfFe<El  in  conferring  of  Chara(5lers.      The  Chancellor 
may  refufe  to  affix  this  Seal,  if  he  {hall  fee  Caufe  in  his 
own  Difcretion  ;  for,  neither  the  Conge  d'FJire,  nor  any 
Inflrument  which  relates  to  the  making  of  Bilhops,  are 
Writs  of  Right,  nor  is  he  bound  to  pafs  them  ex  ojjicic^ 
nor  implicitly  to  obey  the  Warrants  which  tranfmit  them 
to  him.    He  hath  no  Perils  or  Fears  attending  his  Refu- 
fal ;  though  if  he  Hiall  think  it  proper  to  affix  the  Great 
Seal  in  fuch  Cafes,  the  Clergy  of  all  Orders  and  De- 
grees mull  obey  it,  on  pain  of  the  moil  fevere  Penal- 
ties.   To  feal  fuch  Inftruments  of  Nomination  is,  on 
his  Part,  an  A61  of  Confcience,  wherein  he  is  to  advife 
with  his  free  Judgment,  and  freely  to  offer  the  King  his 
Opinion  :  But,  if  he  feals  them,  the  Conformity  or  the 
Church  and  their  Obedience  to  the  Crown,  are  Ads  of 
the  higheft  Neceffity,  wherein  they  are  no  more  allow- 
ed a  Latitude  of  judging  or  confidering,  than  Sheriffs 
are  in  obeying  the  King's  Writs  of  Execution,  They 
perform  them  as  Ads  of  the  moH  limple  and  uncondi-.^ 
tional  Obedience,  which  admit  of  no  Delays,  nor  De- 
liberations, nor  Refcriptions  to  the  Prince.     When  the 
Clergy  of  this  Kingdom  are  without  Bifnops,.  they  have 
no  Right  to  any  but  from  the  King's  Fleafure,  who  may 
keep  the  See  vacant  to  an  indefinite  Term  ;  for  no  Time 
'  lapfes  with  the  Crown.    When  it  is  the  Royal  Pleafure, 
that  fuch  vacant  See  lhall  be  fupplied,  the  Chapter  of 
the  Diocefe  have  Leave  to  eled,  and  Letters  miffive  pafs 
with  the  Conge  d'EIire,  requiring  them  to  ele£l  fuch  i'er- 
fon  as. the  King  therein  nominates.    If  they  do  not  re- 
turn the  Co7ige  d'Elire,  according  to  the  Requifition  of 
the  Letters  miffive,  within  twelve  Days,  the  Adl  of  Par- 
liament made  in  the  five  and  twentieth  Year  of  He72ry 
Mill,  Chapter  the  twentieth,  exprelly  fays,      that  the 
King's  Highnefs,  his  Heirs  or  Succeffors,  at  their  Li- 
berty  and  Pleafure,  fliall  nominate  and  prefent,  by 
their  Letters  Patents  under  their  Great  Seal,  fuch  a 
Perfon  to  the  faid  Archbifhopric  or  Biffiopric,  as 
they  fliall  think  able  and  convenient  for  the  falPie." 
The  Statute  proceeds  in  the  next  Seftion  thus  :  ^'  And 
be  it  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  that  when- 
ever  any  fuch  Prefentment  or  Nomination  fhall  be 
made  by  the  King's  Highnefs;  his  Heirs  or  Succef- 

"  fors^ 
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fors,  by  Virtue  and  Authority  of  this  A61,  and  ac- 
cording  to  the  Tenor  of  the  farne,  That  then  every 
Archbilhop  and  Bifnop,  to  whofe  Kands  any  fuch 
Prefentment  and  Nomination  fhall  come,  fhall  with 
all  Speed  and  Celerity  invell  and  confecrate  the  Per- 
fon  nominate  and  prefented  by  the  King's  Highnefs, 
his  Heirs  or  SuccelTors,  to  the  Office  and  Dignity 
that  fuch  Perfon  fhall  be  fo  prefented  unto,  and  give 
and  ufe  to  him  all  Benediclions,  Ceremonies,  and 
Things  requifite  for  the  fame." 

The  fame  Statute  proceeds  ftill  more  vigoroufly  in  the 
fixth  and  feventh  Sections  of  the  aforefaid  Cap.  zo.  njix., 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  Authority  a- 
*^  forefaid,  That  every  Perfon  and  Perfons  being  here- 

after  chofen,  elected,  nominate,  prefented,  invefled 
and  confecrated  to  the  Dignity  or  Office  of  any  Arch- 
biihop  or  Bifnop  within  this  Realm,  or  within  any 
other  the  King's  Dominions,  according  to  the  Form, 
Tenor,  and  Effedl  of  this  prefent  A£l,  and  fuing  their 
Temporalities  out  of  the  King's  Rands,  his  Heirs  or 
Succeffors,  as  hath  been  accuflomed,  and  making  a 

*^  corporal  Oath  to  the  King's  Highnefs,  and  to  none 
other  in  Form  as  afore  rehearfed,  ihall  and  may  from 
henceforth  be  trononifed  and  inilalled  as  the  Cafe 
fnall  require  (2)  And  ffiall  have  and  take  their  only 
Reftitution  out  of  the  King  s  Hands,  of  all  the  Pof- 

"  feiTions  and  Profits  belonging  to  the  faid  Archbifhopric 
or  Biihopric  whereunto  they  lliall  be  fo  eledled  or 
prefented,  and  lhail  be  obeyed  in  all  manner  of 
Things,  according  to  the  Name,  Title,  Degree  and 
Dignity  that  they  (hall  be  chofen  or  prefented  unto^ 
and  do  and  execute  in  every  Thing  and  Things 
touciiing  the  fame  as  any  Archbifhop  or  Biihop  of 
this  Realm,  without  offending  the  Prerog-ative  Roval 
of  the  Crov/n,  and  the  Laws  and  Culloms  of  this 
Realm  might  at  any  Time  iieretofcre  do. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  afore- 
faid,  That  if  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  any  Catlit- 

"  dral  Church  v/here  the  See  of  an  Archbiffiop  or  Bi- 
fhop  is  v/ithin  any  of  the  King's  Dominions  after  fach 
Licence  [or  Conge  aElire]  as  is  afore  rehearfed,  fhall 

^  be  delivered  to  them,  proceed  not  to  Election,  and 
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fignify  the  fame  according  to  the  Tenor  of  this 
Adl  within  the  Space  of  twenty  Days  next,  after 
fuch  Licence  fhall  come  to  their  Hands:  (2)  Or 
eife  if  any  Archbifhop  or  Bilhop  within  the  King's 
Dominions,  after  any  fuch  El€<il:ion,  Nomination  or 
**  Prefentation,  fnall  be  fignified  unto  them  by  tiie 
King's  Letters  Patent,  fhall  refufe,  and  do  not  con- 
firm^  iwefl,  and  confecrate,  with  all  due  Circum- 
Hance,  as  is  aforefaid,  every  fuch  Perfon  as  fhall  be 
fo  eledted,  nominated  or  prefented,  and  to  them  fig- 
nified,  as  is  above-mentioned,  within  twenty  Days, 
next  after  the  King's  Letters  Patent  of  fuch  Signi- 
iication  or  Prefentation  fhall  come  to  their  Hands. 
{3)  Or  elfe,  if  any  of  them,  or  any  other  Perfon  or 
Perfons  admit,  maintain,  allow,  do  or  execute  any 
Cenfures,  Excommunications,  Interdictions,  Inhibi- 
tions,  or  any  other  A6t  or  Procefs,  of  what  Nature, 
Name,  or  Quality  foever  it  be  to  the  contrary,  or 
lett,  or  Hindrance  of  due  Execution  of  this  Acl ,  (4) 
That  then  every  Dean,  and  particular  Perfon  of  the 
Chapter,  and  every  Archbifhop  and  Bifliop,  and  all 
ether  Perfons  fo  offending,  and  doing  contrary  to 
this  A61,  or  any  Part  thereof,  and  their  Aiders,  Coun- 
**  fellors.  Abettors,  fhall  run  in  the  Dangers,  Pains  and 
Penalties  of  the  Eilatute  of  Proyifion  and  Premunire, 
**  made  in  the  five  and  twentietliYear  of  King  Ed^uu.  111. 

and  in  the  fixteenth  Year  of  King  Richard  II."  Vids 
I  Eliz-.  I  and  8  El{%.  i. 

Thus  the  Lav/  of  the  Kingdom,  makes  the  Clergy  of 
the  Kingdom-,  hov/foever  dignified  or  diilinguifhed,  the 
meer  paffive  involuntary  Agents  of  the  Crown,  moved 
by  the  abfolute  Vv^iil  of  the  Sovereign,  figniiied  to  them 
by  Writ  or  Patent  under  the  Great  Seal,  to  be  ifTaed 
or  refufed  according  to  the  Confcience  of  liim  who  h&th 
Cuftody  thereof.  Whomfoever  the  Pleafure  of  the 
Crown  fnall  prefer  as  a  Bifliop,  the  Clergy  have  the 
Honour  to  adopt  a^  their  Election.  And  though  he  is  to 
all  Intents  and  Purpofes,  a  Bifhop  without  their  Elecli- 
on,  yet  ftill  they  are  under  the  flridlell  Neceihty  to  eled 
and  confirm  him,  how  little  foever  he,  or  the  King 
prefenting  him,  ilands  in  need  of  their  Eledion  or  Con- 
iirmation  j  which  the  Wifdom  of  our  Law  hath  appa- 
rently 
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rently  enacled  to  Tnew,  that  they,  the  Clergy,  are  at 
the  fame  time  entirely  ufelefs,  yet  abfoiutely  dependent. 
They  are  without  Power,  to  do  any  thing  in  the  Cafe, 
but  to  fhew  their  moll  humble  Obedience.  They  are, 
without  the  fmalleft  Portion  of  liiberty,  to  delay,  or 
deliberate  about  the  Eledlion  or  Confecration  required 
of  them.  They  may,  by  the  King's  Permit,  make  his 
Nominee  their  Bilhop,  who  whether  they  will  or  not, 
mufr  in  all  Events,  by  the  King's  Patents,  be  made 
their  Bifnop.  Whether  he  is  made  by  Eledion  or  No- 
jnination,  they  muft  confecrate  him,  and  whether  he  is 
elected  or  confecrated,  the  King's  Authority,  which  in 
that  Cafe  can  create^  will  likewife  inftall  him  Bifhop 
with  full  Epifcopai  Power,  fo  that  the  Great  Seal  makes 
him  a  Bifhop  of  his  particular  Chufch,  and  makes  him 
at  ths  fame  time,  Bifnop  of  the  Church  at  large.  Thus 
whilfr  the  Clergy  are  bound  by  all  thefe  penal  Laws, 
the  Chancellor  is  under  the  Injun6lions  of  none  ^  and  it 
is  mofc  clear,  that  as  well  the  Mandates  of  Confecration, 
as  the  Letters  of  Nomination,  are  equally  trufted  to  the 
Difcretion  and  Remonltrances  of  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
for  the  Time  being,  equally  to  be  obeyed  by  the  Clergy 
im.plicitly,  and  under  the  ilri^lefc  Penalties ;  whereby  it 
muft  appear,  that  the  Power  of  the  Great  Seal  is  the 
only  Source  of  EcclefiaHical  Holinefs,  and  Stamp  of 
imagined  indelible  Char  afters. 

Thus  in  the  making  of  Bifhops  or  other  Dignitaries, 
SubmifTion,  abfolute  and  unreferved  SubmiiTion  to  Royal 
Prerogative,  ij  the  only  Share  which  the  Clergy  are,  by 
the  Laws  of  England  intitled  to  ;  but  the  Chancellor,  who 
afhxes  the  Great  Seal  to  every  Tnilrument  of  Election  or 
Creation,  He,  who  by  his  Oiiice  gives  Life  to  every 
Nomination  of  Bifhops,  Dignitaries,  and  Churchm.eri 
preferred  by  the  Crovv'n,  it  is  his  Right,  and  it  is  his 
Dtity  to  advife  the  Crown.  It  belongs  fo  juftly  to  his 
Province,  that  were  he  to  neglect  it,  there  can  be  no 
Doubt  that  it  would  be  a  Crim.e  in  his  Condu-£l,  and  he 
is  fo  far  from  being  reitrained  as  Churchmen  are  from 
advifmg  in  thefe  Matters,  that  he  is  (worn  to  it  when  he 
receives  the  Great  Seal,  nor  ought  to  aflix  that  Seal  in 
fuch  Cafes,  until  he  hath  difcharged  this  Duty. 


Do 
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Do  you  not  fee  that  the  higheil:  Churchman  of  this 
Kingdom  was  impeached  in  Parliament,  for  that  not- 
withflanding  he  had  taken  the  Oath  of  Supremacy,  he 
took  to  himfelf  the  Nomination  of  Ecclefiailical  Dig- 
nitaries,  in  high  Difhonour  and  Dilherifon  of  the  Crown. 
Shall  then  a  fubordinate  Churchman  pretend  more  Right 
to  advife  the  Crown  in  the  Exercife  of  this  Prerogative, 
tlian  his  Metropolitan  is  by  Law  intitled  to  ?  And,  fhall 
he,  with  fuperior  Infolence,  pretend  a  greater  Right  than 
the  Great  Keeper  of  tlie  King's  Confcience  ?  That  Of- 
ficer, whofe  Capacity  for  advifmg  and  judging  in  Eccle- 
faaitical  Prom.otions  the  Law  of  this  Kingdom  acknow- 
ledges with  the  moll  favourite  Diilindion,  by  repofmg 
fo  high  a  Confidence  in  his  Wifdom  and  Integrity,  that 
it  is  the  inherent  Right  of  the  Great  Seal  to  prefent  to 
All  the  Livings  in  England,  valued  in  the  King's  Books 
under  20  /.  per  Jnnu?n.  The  Perfon  who  hath  Cuilody 
of  that  Seal  fupplies  all  V acancies  in  the  Church  of  this 
Ibxt;,  by  his  own  official  Authority,  without  any  War- 
XdJit  whatever.  Can  it,  after  this  hath  been  mentioned, 
be  doubted,  where  the  Law  of  E^igland  hath  veiled  the 
Prefentations  of  the  King,  to  fo  vaft  an  Extent  in  the  pure 
:  Difcretion  of  his  Chancellor,  that  it  hath  not  given  him 
as  large  a  Right  to  advife  in  Promotions  above  that  V a- 
lue,  as  it  hath  given  him  plenary  Power  to  difpofe  of  all 
under  that  Value  ?  And,  can  it  be  conceived,  that  this 
Officer  of  the  Crown,  who  hath  Authority  to  acl  in  this 
Extent  for  the  Crown,  hath  not  a  much  more  extenfive 
Province  to  aft  in  as  an  Advifer  of  the  Crown  ?  Shall 
then  a  fubordinate  Churchman,  whom  the  Lav/s  have 
exprelly  reflrained  from  ading  or  advifmg  at  all,  pro- 
ceed againfl  the  fundamental  Principles  of  the  Conflitu- 
tion,  incroaching  upon  the  Rights  of  the  Seal,  and  in- 
truding upon  the  Royal  Prerogative  ?  And,  lhall  not  the 
Chancellor  of  Great  Britain  remember  the  Oath  which 
he  fv/ore  wh^n  the  King  delivered  the  Seals  into  his 
Keeping,     That  he  fhall  not  know,  or  fuffer  the  Hurt 

or  Difneriting  of  the  King,  or  that  the  Rights  of  the 
**  Crown  be  decreafed  by  any  Means,  as  far  forth  as  he 
*^  may  let  or  hinder  \  and  if  he  may  not  let  or  hinder  it, 
^-^  he  fnall  make  it  clearly  and  expreily  known  to  the 
**  King  with  his  true  Advice  and  Counfel." 

You 
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You  have  now,  Sir,  feen,  that  this  Great  Officer  hath 
an  undoubted  Right  of  advifmg,  as  well  in  the  Nomi- 
nation of  Bilhops  as  of  Judges  ;  and  that  Churchmen 
have  no  Right  of  interfering  in  the  Nomination  of  ei- 
ther. This  is  moil  evident  from  the  Laws,  and  appa- 
rent from  Reafon.  If  the  Head  of  that  learned  Pro- 
feffion  is  advifed  with  in  the  Promotion  of  Judges,  it  is 
moft  undoubtedly  true,  that  none  are  fo  fit  as  J^awyers 
to  recommend  thofe  v/ho  are  beil  flailed  in  the  Science 
of  Laws ;  and  it  can  by  no  means  in  the  World  hurt  or 
endanger  the  Public,  that  they  recommend  one  another  : 
Cn  the  other  hand,  it  is  as  true,  that  the  Cafe  is  very 
different  in  the  Church,  where  the  e/Tential  Qualifications 
of  Prieils  being  Charity,  HuintUty,  and  Chrijllan  Piety, 
may  eafily  be  judged  of  by  the  Meaneft  of  the  People  ; 
where  likewife  the  due  Difcharge  of  the  Truil  repofed 
in  them  depends  more  on  their  Honeily  and  Moderation,* 
than  on  their  Learning  and  School  Sufhciency  ;  and 
where  the  Courfe  of  Church  Preferment  cannot  arife 
from  a  Cabal  of  Churchmen,  without  indanger- 
ing  the  Royal  Prerogative  as  well  as  the  Rights  of  the 
People. 

It  v/ouid  not  indeed  furprize  any  Man,  who  knows 
the  World,  if  he  fhould  hear  a  Churchman  pretend, 
that  ^'  he  has  as  much  Right  to  nominate  Judges,  as  a 
Chancellor  hath  to  advife  in  the  Nomination  of  Bi- 
fhops."  I  fear  fuch  afpiring  immoderate  Men,  would 
be  glad  to  nominate  one,  as  well  as  the  other,  if  it 
might  be  permitted  them  ;  and  confidering  that  won- 
detful  Codex,  which  you  have  compiled,  I  fhould  think 
it  extremely  natural,  that  one  of  your  Talents  and  Tem- 
per, in  framing  a  Syftem  of  Law,  fhould  have  an  extra- 
ordinary Pafhon  for  introducing  a  Set  of  Judges  to  fup- 
port  it.  You  will  give  me  Leave  to  refrefh  your  Me- 
mory with  fome  Particulars  in  our  Hiflory,  When 
Billiops  nominated  BiPxiops,  they  made  themfdves  Chan- 
cellors likewife.  When  they  once  incroached  fo  far  on 
the  Rights  of  the  Gre^t  Seal,  they  foon  obtained  the 
CuRody  of  it,  as  the  Privilege  of  their  Funflion.  But 
the  Reformation  of  the  Church  reflored  the  Authority 
of  the  Law,  and  when  an  exorbitant  Churchman  began 
to  unravel  the  Reformation,  he  made  it  a  Part  of  his 

P  5  Scheme 
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Scheme,  to  fubdue  the  Power  of  the  Law.  He  took 
the  Nomination  of  Bifnops  to  himfelf ;  he  took  upon 
him  the  Power  of  controuling  the  Courts  of  juftice,  and 
£s  a  Commencement  of  his  Claim,  in  making  of  Judges, 
he  prevailed  on  the  King,  to  injoin  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, that  half  of  the  Mailers  in  Chancery  fnould  be  ap- 
pointed from  among  the  Do6i:ors  of  the  Civil  Lav/,  be- 
caufe  Civilians  ufually  pradtife  and  officiate  in  the  Courts 
of  the  Biihops.  ^ 

This  LTfurpation  of  a  Papal  and  Tyrannical  Power, 
both  in  Spiritual  and  Temporal  Affairs,  to  ufe  the 
Words  of  the  Commons  in  their  Impeachment  againft 
him,  drew  the  Weight  of  that  Profecution  upon  him, 
and  as  the  Lord  CIarc7idon  wifely  obferves,  the  Juftlce  of 
the  Kingdom^  at  fome  time  or  other,  he  too  hard  for 
the  ftrongeft  Oppofers  and  OfpreJJors  of  it. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  after  fo  heavy  a  Cenfure  on 
one  who  was  placed  at  the  Head  of  his  ProfefTion,  for 
-affoming  illegal  Powers,  and  unwarrantable  Fundions, 
TiO  fubordinate  Churchman,  will  ever  pretend  to  adl  in 
that  Capacity,  which,  if  it  were  a  lawful  one,  could  on- 
ly belong  to  the  Head  of  his  Order.  What  would  you. 
Sir,  fay,  if  ever  your  Fate  fhould  mount  you  up  to  the 
Top  of  the  Ladder  Ecclefiaftical,  and  one  of  your  Suf- 
fragans fhould  affume,  in  Exclufion  of  yourfelf,  the  moil 
exorbitant  Powers,  that  any  in  your  own  exalted  Sta- 
tion ever  pretended  to  ;  defpifmg  the  Authority  of  the 
Law  I  invading  the  Rights  of  the  Crown  ;  didating  to 
Lords  High  Chancellors  what  belongs  to  their  Office  ; 
and  didating  to  the  King,  his  Sovereign,  by  public  In- 
ftrudions  in  printed  Papers,  what  Examples  are  ft  for 
Qhriftian  Princes  to  imitate, 

1  hope.  Sir,  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  if  ever  any 
Tuch  dadng  Pretender  to  lawlefs  and  unrighteous  Domi- 
nation over  us  fhould  appear  amongft  us,  it  v/ill  be  our 
Duty,  and  I  truft  we  fhall  neither  want  Spirit  nor  Mean?^ 
to  defeat  him.  An  honell  Englifloman,  and  a  dutiful 
^ubjed,  muft  be  moved  in  this  Cafe,  by  the  ftrongeft 
I>idates,  which  Love  to  his  Country,  or  Allegiance  to 
his  Prince,  can  in  any  Cafe  fuggeft  to  him.  Whenever 
an  affuming  Prelate,  whofe  felfifh  and  arbitrary  Views 
are  as  evident  as  his  Malice  and  Cruelty  agamft  all  who 
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oppofe  them ;  whenever  fuch  a  Prelate  fhall  lay  claim 
to  the  Nomination  of  Perfons  to  Ecclefiaftical  Promo- 
tions, Dignities  and  Benefices  in  the  Difpontion  of  the 
Crown,  the  Succefs  of  his  Attempt  mull  indanger  the 
Kino^,  and  the  fundamental  Comlitution.  If  once  he 
prevail  in  this  Praclice,  and  gain  fuch  an  undue  Share 
of  Favour,  as  to  recommend  in  fupplying  vacant  Sees, 
and  to  fet  afide  in. fuch  Promotions,  all  who  are  difagree- 
able  to  himfelf,  he  will  bring  the  whole  Power  of  the 
Crown  in  Ecclefiaftical  Affairs,  into  his  own  PofTelTion  ; 
he  will  draw  all  the  Church  Endowments  and  Dignities 
belonging  to  the  Royal  Nomination,  vsdthin  the  Circle 
of  his  own  Creatures  and  Dependents  ;  he  will  divefl 
the  King  of  his  princely  Prerogative,  to  reward  the 
Merit  of  his  moft  deferving  Subjeds,  and  to  attach  the 
AfFeftions  and  Gratitude  of  thofe  vi^ho  might  be  rnofl 
ufeful  to  his  Service  :  And  when  fuch  a  Prelate  hath 
long  proceeded  in  this  Courfe  of  advancing  to  the  high- 
cil  Stations,  and  the  mod  valuable  Promotions,  his  own 
Set  of  Flatterers  and  Slaves,  it  will  not,  I  fear,  be  found 
that  they  hold  themfelves  under  Obligations  to  their 
Prince,  but  to  this  Proteilant  PentifF,  v/ho  will  teach 
them,  that  the  Power  delegated  to  them  by  the  Crown, 
may  be  a  Weapon  in  their  Hands,  to  wound  the  Prero- 
gative of  the  Crown.  Whatever  Ufurpations  he  fhall 
attempt  on  the  King's  Authority,  he  v*^ill  incite  them  to 
join  with  him  in,  for  the  Advancement  of  their  common 
Ambition  :  And  if  fuch  Ambition  and  Infolence  iliall 
at  irxy  time  be  repreifed  by  a  Prince  jealous  of  his  Ho- 
nour, and  juftly  attentive  to  the  Prefervation  of  the  an- 
cient Rights  belonging  to  his  Crown,  they  will  threaten 
to  cabal  againll  him  ;  they  will  tamper  v/ith  Civil  Fac- 
tions, to  revenge  the  juft  Rebukes  v/nich  they  may  re- 
ceive from  their  injured  and  offended  Sovereign  ;  they 
will  contrive  Bargains  with  Parties,  to  diHrefs  the  Crown 
for  the  Exaltation  of  themfelves  ;  they  v/ill  employ  the 
Weight  and  Interefl  of  their  Temporalities  to  make  Di- 
vifions  in  the  People,  to  influence  the  public  Councils, 
and  even  Parliamentary  Eledions :  Evils,  non-e  of  which 
can  happen,  if  the  Crown  fhall  retain  to  itfelf  intire,  the 
Exercife  of  its  own  Prerogatives  :  For,  if  the  Prince  on 
tie  Throne  fhall  continue  to  advife  with  his  Civil 

P  6  Coun- 
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Counfellors,  or  refort  to  his  own  Knowledge  of  Man- 
kind, in  all  his  Nominations  to  EcclefiafLical  Dignities ; 
if  he  lhall  conftantly  promote  Men  whom  he  knows  to 
deferve  his  Favour,  and  to  regard  him  with  faithfal 
Aiteflion,  if  he  does  this  without  the  Interpofition  of 
any  felfifh  defigning  Churchman,  however  poffible  it  is, 
that  fome  Miftakes  may  happen  in  Particulars,  yet  on 
the  whole,  it  is  morally  impoiTible,  that  the  Dependence 
cf  thofe  he  promotes  can  belong  to  any  Interell  but  to 
that  of  the  Crown  ;  they  will  owe  the  Crown  their  na- 
tural Gratitude ;  and  having  received  the  Favour  of 
their  Advancement  from  the  King  alone,  none  will  fland 
in  the  Way  to  intercept  that  Duty  and  Service  which 
they  ought  to  return  him  ;  whereas  if  he  Ihould,  at  any 
time  to  come,  fufFer  his  Church  Promotions  to  be  mo- 
delled by  any  iingle  Prelate,  he  will  fee  that  Prelate 
veiled  in  a  Ihort  time  with  a  Power  almoft  able  to  con- 
troul  fupreme  Authority  ;  he  will  fee  the  Devotion  which 
ought  to  be  paid  to  him  alone,  in  right  of  his  Royal- 
ty, paid  in  his  high  Difhonour  and  Wrong  to  a  Prieft, 
a  proud  afTuming  Priefl,  who  will  threaten,  that  if  his 
own  Creatures  are  not  advanced,  or  if  any  Perfon,  dif- 
agreeable  to  his  Humours  or  Interefts,  fhali  be  advanced, 
that  he  will  never  be  feen  in  the  Court,  nor  appear  in 
the  Service  of  his  Prince  ;  and  even  that  he  will  arm 
all  the  Ecclefiaftics  in  the  Kingdom  with  Clamour  and 
Fury,  to  avenge  his  unchriftian  Quarrel. 

Such  a  Spirit  as  this,  or  any  that  refembles  it,  ought 
to  be  fupprelTed  with  early  Care.  There  Js  no  Service 
TO  a  Court,  that  can  pretend  to  palliate  the  Growth  of 
liich  alarming  Encroachments  upon  the  Power  of  the 
Crown,  and  there  is  nio  Encroachm.ent  upon  the  Regal 
Prerogative,  fo  dangerous  to  Mankind,  to  Civil  Liberty, 
and  common  Safety,  as  the  Ufurpation  of  Ecclefiaftics. 
If  ever  the  leaft  Sign  of  fuch  Encroachment  fhould  ap- 
pear, flop  tlx^  Progrefs  of  it  im- mediately.  If  indul- 
gent Grace  and  Favour  may  at  any  time  fufFer  it  to  go 
too  far,  let  nothing  be  negleded  to  retrain  it.  Nothing 
can  be  too  great  a  Venture,  to  rifque  in  the  Undertak- 
ing. Nothing  can  be  a  more  dreadful  Hazard,  nay, 
,xnore  certain  Ruin,  than  to  fufFer  that  it  fhould  proceed. 
If  cv^r  i:s  Progrefs  ihould  appear  to  be  beyond  Re- 

ftraint. 
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ftralnt,  the  Power  of  the  Crown,  the  Legal  Prerogative 
of  the  King,  is  then  fwallowed  up,  perhaps,  beyond 
Recovery  ;  and  the  Prince  on  the  Throne,  v/ho  fnould 
fuiTer  his  Clergy  to  flatter  him  out  of  his  moil  efiential 
Authority,  would  find  fuch  Flatterers  become  his  Ty- 
rants, and  the  Power  with  which  he  parted  to  oblige 
them.,  would  be  em.ployed  to  difcrefs  his  Afrairs  i  nay, 
to  deflroy  himfelf  and  his  Family  he  would  be  but  the 
Cypher  of  Royalty  ;  he  would  be  environed  by  the 
Power  of  the  Church,  and  engrofied  by  a  vile  Cabal 
of  infolent  Ecclefiailics. 

It  is  moil  evident,  that  the  Growth  of  this  Ecclefi-- 
aftical  Tyranny  would  take  its  Rife,  Sir,  from  that 
Scheme  which  you  propofe  for  the  trying  and  difqua- 
iifying  Candidates  to  Church  Preferments  ;  I  muil: 
therefore  adhere  to  my  former  Opinion,  that  the  Ex- 
am.ple  wdiich  you  advertifed  for  the  Ufe  of  Chriiiian 
Princes,  in  the  Dt?iiy  Journal  of  February  27,  is  not  Jit 
for  Chrifiian  Princes  to  imitate* 

I  am  apt  to  fear  you  have  made  an  ill  Applicatson  of 
an  excellent  Treatife  fet  forth  fome  Years  fmce  by  a 
reverend  and  eminent  Perfon,  to  conciliate  the  Minds 
of  the  Clergy,  v/hen  they  were  divided  by  a  Commit- 
ment of  one  of  their  Eifnops,  on  a  Charge  of  High 
Treafon.  This  Letter  to  the  Clergy,  which  v/as  pub-^ 
liihed  in  the  Year  1722,  is  Hill  preferved  in  the  24th 
Volume  of  the  Political  State  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  as 
it  is  there  faid,  by  Mr.  Abel  Boyer,  was  generally  re- 
ported to  have  been  written  by  the  R.  R.  Dr.  G  n 

then  L  B  of  L  In,  Now,  fmce  fo  great 

an  Authority  muli  have  pafTed  into  every  Man's  Flanda, 
it  mull  be  confefled,  there  were  fome  FafTages  in  that 
Letter,  which  coming  from  one  fo  defervediy  trufled  in 
the  Depth  of  Ecclefiaflical  Secrets,  may  pofTibly  have 
mifled  the  Weak  and  Undifcerning,  to  entertain  falfe 
and  incongruous  Notions  of  the  Manner  in  which  our 
Church  is  governed. 

I  fear,  mofl  worthy  Dr.  Codex,  you  have  imagined^ 
that  fuch  a  Scheme  as  you  have  propofed  for  trying  of 
Ecclefiaflical  Candidates,  might  one  Day  or  other  pre- 
vail, becaufe  the  Rev.  Dr,  G  if  he  was  the  Au- 

tlior  of  that  Letter,  after  he  hath  faid  in  the  iirfl  Divi- 
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fion  of  his  Difcourfe,  Par.  IV.  that  it  had  been  \\h 
Majefly's  continual  and  prudent  Rule  to  confult  or  be 
diredled  by  his  Bifhops,  in  the  Difpofal  of  Preferments 
of  every  Rank  in  the  Church,  proceeds  in  this  manner 
to  exalt  upon  the  Occafion,  "  What,  fays  the  Reverend 

Writer,  can  fliev\^  a  greater  Trull  placed  in,  or  De- 
"  ference  paid  to,  his  Bifhops,  than  to  lhare  as  it  were 
*^  his  Royal  Prerop'ative  with  them,  and  make  himfelf 
"  but  a  kind  of  Executor  of  their  Pleafure.  — —  Here 

then  adds  the  Letter- Writer,  let  us,  the  Clergy,  re- 
"  joice,  tsrV." 

Now,  Ihould  this  amazino-  PafTaee  be  thought  too 

1  o  o  ^  o 

much  for  a  modeft  Clergym.an  to  fay  of  his  own  Order 
or  of  his  anointed  Head,  Ihould  it  be  thought  ftupen* 
dous  Infolence,  to  tell  the  World  that  the  K   him- 
felf is  diredled  by  B  ps,  that  he  (hares  his  Royal 

Prerogative  with  Eccleiiaflics,  and  is  but  an  Executor 
of  their  Pleafure  :  Let  us  afk  ourfelves  at  the  fame  time, 
hath  not  this  very  Clergyman,  who  writes  in  this  man- 
ner during  thirty  or  forty  Years  paft,  both  preached  and 
fworn  to  maintain  the  Royal  Supremacy  of  the  King 
his  Sovereign  in  ail  Caufes,  a.nd  over  all  Perforrs  as  well 
Ecclefiafdcai  as  Civil  ?  And  hov/  is  fach  a  Clergyman 
to  be  regarded,  when  after  having  intltled  himfelf  to  fo 
many  Dignities  and  Emoluments,  by  the  Repetition  of 
fuch  Oaths,  he  fhall,  in  Defiance  of  them,  affirm  that 

the  K  himfelf,  his  fupreme  Head  and  Sovereign, 

hath  been  dire6led  by  B  ps,  who  have  fworn  to  be 

diredled  by  him ;  or  that  a  Prince  of  fo  fublime  a  Dig- 
nity could  ever  fubmit  to  fuch  Difhonour  and  Diiheri- 
fon  of  his  Crown,  as  to  fhare  his  Royal  Prerogatives 
with  his  Ecclefiailics  :  And  what  is  ftill  more  injurious 
to  Imperial  Majefty,  and  ignominious  to  his  facred 

Characler,  that  He,  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  K  g 

could  ever  make  himfelf  to  be  confidered  and  ipoken  of 
as  bat  the  Executor  of  the  Pleafure  of  Priells ! 

Were  thefe  ExpreiTions  ever  to  be  defcribed  in  the 
Language  of  an  Impeachment,  and  in  the  vigorous 
Stile  of  Parliaments,  they  would  be  charged  by  an  Houfe 
of  Commons,  as  infolent,  wicked  and  traiterous  Words, 
exprefTed  in  high  Contempt  and  Derop^ation  of  the  Roy- 
al Authority,  in  Diminudon  of  the  fupreme  Dignity  of 
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the  Iinper'ai  Crown  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  and  liigHy  dif- 

refpedful  to  the  facred  Perfon  of  our  Lord  the  K  , 

tending  to  infufe  groundlefs  Jealoiiiies  into  his  Maj€ily''s 
Subje(!:ts,  that  his  Royal  Prerogative  is  fhared,  and  his 
Adminiftration  direfied,  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  People, 
and  to  the  Diflionour  cf  the  Crov/n,  and  tending  to  lef- 
fen  that  Reverence  which  all  his  Majefty's  Subjects  owe 
to  him  their  lieg-e  Lord  and  Sovereigii. 

Yet  whilft  the  Meaning;  of  this  P^everend  Letter-writer 
comes  under  thefe  alarming  Confiderations,  we  are  fiill, 
if  poffible,  itartled  more  by  what  he  fays  in  the  fecond 
Part  of  his  Difcourie,  Sefiim  1.  Par.  V.  where  enume- 
rating the  Oaths  taken  by  Clergymen,  among  which  the 
Oath  of  Supremacy  is  one,  he  adds,  That  after  this 
*^  Gcrdion  K?:ot  is  fallened  on  the  Confciences  of  Clergy  =- 

men,  which  no  Art  or  Time  can  loofen,  and  which 
^'  nothino;  but  Violence  and  ¥/ickednefs  can  cut,  how 
"  mull  they  sppear  to  the  World  ?  How  black,  how 
^'  deteftable,  if  they  act  contraiy  to  this  facred  Engage- 
"  ment  ?  Plow  much  mull:  the  Cliriilian  Relig-ion,  how 

much  muft  even  Natural  Religion  be  weakened  by 
^'  fuch  a  Behaviour  in  the  Clergy  ?    Believe  me,  Bre- 

thren,  continues  the  Writer,  that  no  Imputation,  nO: 
"  Stain  can  fix  fo  fail  to  our  Church  as  this.  It  is  a 
"  Stab  almofc  in  a  vita.1  Fart,  and  only  a  vlfible  con- 

trary  Behaviour  in  us  can  be  the  erre£lual  Remedy  in 
*^  a  Cafe  of  fo  much  Danger." 

Tell  me,  Sir,  Vvdiat  your  Opinion  muft  be  of  a  Writer^, 
who,  v/hilil  he  v>^as  cherifhing  fach  a  Spirit  and  Dilpo- 
fition  in  his  own  Mind,  and  whilft  he  was  advancmg 
fuch  Pretenfions,  in  the  Letter  which  he  was  writing, 
hath  in  the  fame  Breath  loaded  them  v/ith  fuch  Y/eight 
of  Guilt  and  Infamy,  as  the  laft  recited  Paragraph  con- 
tains. 

Dr.  G  or  the  Author  of  that  Letter,  was  like- 
wife  pleafed  to  fay  in  the  fixth  Paragraph  of  his  hrft  Di- 
vifion,  in  this  Dilcourfe,  That  it  had  been  expcriencedy 
that  it  njjas  much  fafcr  to  lay  the  Loins  of  the  La^-w  upon  a 
Layman^  than  the  little  Finger  of  it  upon  a  Clergyman. 

However  poffible  it  is  that  vain  and  ignorant  Men 
may  feed  their  Hopes  with  fuch  Imaginations,  let  me  as 
a  Friend,  warn  you  not  to  err  on  this  Head,  for  if  ever 

your 
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your  Praciices  fhall  deferve  a  public  Enquiry,  or  an  ex- 
emplary Punilhment,  you  will  find,  as  the  worthy  Lord 
Clarendon  faid,  That  the  jfujlice  of  the  Kingdo7n  q.vill  one 
Day  or  other  he  too  hard  for  you j  ho^ojcnjcr  Jirongly  you  may 
opfofe  or  opprrfs  it. 

Do  not  therefore  indulge  a  Dream  which  refleds  fo 
much  DiOionour  on  the  Jullice  of  the  Kingdom.  Do 
not  imaoine,  that  in  thefe  Times  it  can  be  at  all  fafer  to 
lay  the  Loins  of  the  Law  on  a  Layman,  than  the  little 

Finger  of  it  on  a  Clergyman.    Dr.  G  however  he 

happened  to  drop  this  ExpreiTion,  will  be  fo  far  from 
fupporting  you,  that  he  will  be  cited  to  fnev/  you  the 
Folly  and  Wicked nel's  of  fuch  vain  Apprehenfions. 

Give  me  leave  then.  Sir,  to  lay  before  you  his  Senti- 
ments on  the  Crimes  of  Eccleliaflics,  and  the  Punilh- 
rnents  which  Societies  oueht  to  provide  aoainil;  them.  A 
Lefibn  which  I  hope  will  have  fome  Influence  on  your 
Condud,  as  it  comes  from  fach  Authority. 

In  the  tenth  Paragraph  of  the  lafi  cited  Divifion  of  his 
Letter,  he  addrefies  himfelf  to  the  Clergy  in  this  remark- 
able Manner. 

L presume,  fays  he  to  his  Ren)€rerid  Brethren:,  there 
is  no  Proteilant  among  us  who  believes  that  a  BiCniop, 
"  as  a  Eifhop,  is,  or  ought  to  be,  exempt,  from  civil  En- 
quiries.    That  erroneous  Notion  was  banifned  from 
our  Me  with  Popery,  long  ago,  and  the  King's  Supre- 
macy  over  all  his  Subjedls  is  not  doubted  of  by  any 
Member  of  our  Church.    Indeed,  when  a  Prelate  a£ls 
within  his  proper  Sphere,  a  larger  Portion  of  Refped 
is  due— — But  whenever  any  one  of  that  high  Station 
*^  a£ls  contrary  to  his  Religious  Charadler,  and  flrikes 
at  the  Eftablifnment  of  his  Country,  it  is  his  Interell 
that  his  facred  Office  be  not  regarded  in  the  Queflion, 
left  it  ferve  only  to  aggravate  the  Crimes  proved 
againfl  him  ;  or  to  fpeak  in  the  Language  of  the  great 
*^  St.  Paul,  to  make  his  Sin  exceediiig  finfuL    It  may  be 
^*  confidered  further,  that  a  Crime  againil  the  Coniiitu- 
"  tion  is  equally  dangerous,  whether  it  be  carried  on  by 
Lay  or  Epifcopal  Hands,  by  one  that  wears  a  Svvord, 
or  a  Habit  of  Lawn.    That  State  muft  be  unwife  to 
a  Proverb,  which  will  not  take  the  fame  neceflary 
Pre.cauiions  againil  the  one  as  the  other  ;  for,  the 

Cai-e 
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Care  of  the  Pu.blic  is  above  any  private  Regard,  be- 
caufe  it  includes  in  it  all  other  Relations,  whether  na- 
tural,  civil,  or  ecclefiaflical—  For  my  Part,  fays 

"  Dr.  G  I  cannot  but  look  upon  this  as  an  Inilance 

"  of  fteady  and  impartial  Juflice,  fuch  as  every  Govern- 
ment  ought  to  obferve  ;  and  I  would  not  wilh  myfelf 
a  Member  of  a  mere  Platonic  Commonwealth,  than 
where  every  Man  who  enters  into  fuch  Meafures  as 
endanger  my  Liberty,  my  Property,  or  my  Religion, 
be  he  civil  or  facred,  wear  he  a  Garter  or  a  Pv4itre,  is, 

"  upon  Difcovery  of  his  Defigns,  brought  to  a  fair 
Trial,  and  does,  upon  Conviction,   pay  that  Debt 

*  *  of  Funiiliment  which  the  known  Lav/s  of  his  Country 
demand." 

In  the  next  Paragraph,  he  ftill  fpeaks  in  the  fame  jail: 
and  forcible  Manner,      That  the  Juflice  and  Safety  of 

the  Nation  require  that  all  Delinquents  be  confidered 
^'  and  cenfured  as  Delinquents,  without  any  Regard  to 

the  Office,  or  Title,  or  Honour,  which  they  bear.*' 

I  hope.  Sir,  after  this  you  will  never  delude  yourfelf 
to  think,  that  it  can  be  fafer  to  lay  the  Loins  of  the 
Law  on  a  Layman^  than  the  little  Finger  of  it  on  a  - 
Clergyman,  You  v/ill  be  of  Opinion  with  me,  that  k  is 
a  Polition  full  of  Infolence  and  Scandal  to  the  Juilrioe  of 
the  Kingdom ;  a  Pofition  Vv'hich  is  fraught  v/ith  Malice 
againft  our  Conftitution,  and  which  imputes  the  moil 
partial,  oppreflive,  and  unjuit  Proceedings  to  the  good 
People  of  En.rrland. 

If,  Sir,  you  fhould  Hill  entertain  any  Fondnefs  for 
thefe  deteuable  Notions,  let  me  exoolralate  with  you  in 
the  admirable  Words  of  the  P^everend  V/riter,  in  the 
third  Paragraph  of  his  firfl  Divifion,  where  he  tells  us, 
i  he  is  atfeajing  the  little  yeclcuRes  and  ^ufpicions  n^jhich 
fuch  as  you  are  apt'  to  harbour  in  you, 

I  know,  fays  Dr.  G  that  it  is  natural  for 

Men  of  ail  Societies,  even  of  incorporated  Trades, 
"  though  never  fo  mean  in  the  Efteem  of  the  World,  to 

be  alarmed  at  any  Thing  which  may  feem  to  rede^l 

Diihonour  on  them,  as  a  Eody,  or  v/hich  brings  the 
Perfons  of  their  particular  Governors  in  Danger  ; 
I  "  for,  where  there  is  an  Union  uf  Intereft,  there  is  al- 
"  ways  a  common  Jealoufy  of  Danger.  But  why  ihould 

not 
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"  not  we,  Gentlemen,  addrejfing  hi?nfelf  to  the  Clergy^ 
we  who  are  bred  up  to  Letters,  and  have  received 
that  generous  Education  in  our  Univerfitics,  which  is 
ufually  thought  not  unworthy  the  Youth  of  the  high- 
efl  Quality  ;  why  fhould  not  we,  who  underlland  how 
to  diilinguiOi  and  feparate  tliofe  things  in  our  Minds 
which  the  unv/ife  and  unlearned  confound,  fee  clearly, 
that  it  maybe  reafonable  and  nsceffary  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  animadvert  upon  one  of  our  Order,  even 
in  the  ilricleil  Manner,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  reve- 
rences the  holy  FuniTticn  with  which  he  is  invefted." 
You  will  not  imagine,  nov/  you  have  heard  fach  P.e- 
citals  fromt  this  judicious  Divine,  nor  durfc  you  fuggefr, 

that  Dr.  G  n  can  polTibly  ferve  you  as  an  Authority 

in  any  of  your  unwarrantable  Claims,  or  cover  you 
from  the  Cenfures  due  to  your  unlawful  Ufurpations. 
\i  ^Tiy  thing,  Sir,  could  reclaim  you  to  the  Humility  of 
a  Chriilian  Clergyman,  or  to  the  Duty  and  Allegiance 
of  an  Eyjglijh  Subjed  ;  if  any  thing  could  infpire  you 
with  a  juil  Senfe  of  your  Oaths  and  Obligations,  it  muft 
be  the  Words  of  this  great  and  able  Churchmah,  whofe 
Letter  of  Adnjice  to  the  Clergy,  I  can  never  be  weary  of 
tranfcribing. 

The  fecond  Part  of  his  Difcourfe,  Seflion  the  iirlr,  is 
opened  in  thefe  Words.    "  Give  me  leave  to  reprefent 
tha^  with  too  many  Men,  v/e  the  Clergy  lay  under  the 
*^  Scandal  of  beinor  a  relllcfs  and  ungovernable  Body. 

The  Charge,  \  know,  is  not  a  true  one,  but  it  would 
<f  grieve  the  Heart  of  a  good  Man,  to  iind  that  there 
Ihould  be  any  the  leafl  Handle  for  fuch  an  unworthy 
Afperfion  ;  for.  Sedition,  or  Defigns  againft  the  Con- 
flitution,  is  in  a  Clergyman  an  accumulated  Crime  ; 
it  is  a  whole  Clufier  of  Sins  in  orbe,  and  as  many 
more  Aggravations  when  committed  by  us  than  by 
'any  others.  For, 

We  have  folemnly  dedicated  ourfelves  to  the  Mini- 
ilry  of  holy  Things,  we  have  turned  our  Backs  upon 
the  Cares  of  a  fecular  Callinp-,  and  have  confined 
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ourfelves  to  the  more  immediate  Service  of  Religion  ; 
"  fo  that  for  us  to  be  concerned  in  public  Airairs,  which 
are  not  made  a  Part  of  our  Duty  by  the  Laws,  even 
though  we  ihould  ad  in  them  uprightly,  is  hardly 
,  juiliiiable. 
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jiifllfiable,  and  may  well  feem  a  temporary  Departaie 
from  theBafiaers  of  our  Callinp^  :  Befides,  wene/erliad 
yet  macli  Reputation  for  cur  Skill  in  judging  of  pub- 
lie'  Matters — \Vliy  then  fhoald  v/e  quit  that  facred 
Province  in  which  our  Fellow  Subjedis  will  eafily  al« 
io'w  us  to  be  able  Judges  of  Divinity,  for  that  in 
which  (let  us  confefs  it  freely  for  all  the  World  knows 
ir,  and  I  think  it  for  our  Credit)  we  are  not,  we  can- 
not  well  be  Judges  of  Politics. 

vYe  are  all  of  us  Men  appointed  to  promote  the 
'  Fc  ace  of  Mankind^  and  to  preach  the  Do£lrine,of  Ohe- 
dience  to  the  higher  P Olivers  in  being,  and  of  mutual  Lo^ve 
**  a7id good  Will  to  one  another  ;  and  can  it  feem  lefs  than 
a  vile  HvDOcrifv',  or  a  dire£l  Difbelief  of  the  great 
*  *  Truths  of  Scripture,  if  we  give  any  juil  Occafion  for 
our  civil  Governors  to  fufped  us  as  feditious  and  dif- 
obedient  Subje6ts  ?  V/e  fay,  and  rightly  too,  in  our 
Sermons,  that  we  are  an  Order  of  Men  neceiTary  to 
Government  :  Let  us  then,  by  our  A(rtion3,  prove  this 
"  Truth  to  thofe  who  think  other  wife  of  us.    We  are 
fome  of  us  eloquent  and  copious,  in  proving  that  So- 
j     ciety  cannot  long  fubfiil  without  Teachers  of  Religi- 
I     on  :  Let  us  then,  I  befeech  you,  make  it  wijible  to  all 
f**  Men,  that  we  endeavour  to  fupport  the  Society  in 
\  **  which  we  are  fo  happily  planted,  and  labour,  with 
all  our  Power,  to  difappoint  the  Attempts  of  thof@ 
"  who  would  overturn  it. 

"  We  of  all  Men  do,  with  an  ill  Grace,  endeavovirto 
j<*  v/ork  up  our  Audience  into  Fury,  efpecially  againil 
the  State  ;  it  is  the  very  Reverie  of  our  ProfelTion,, 
and  is  jufi  fuch  a  Solecifm  in  Divinity  as  Superilidon 
in  Philofophy. 

We  are  to  confider  ourfelves  fall  further,  as  in  fome 
fort  Penfioners  to  the  State  in  which  we  live.  Leil 
"  this  be  not  underftood  as  it, is  meant,  give  me  leave 
to  exprefs  my  (elf  more  clearly,  by  faying,  that  though 
v;e  have  a ,  Claim  from  Scripture  and  Reafon,  to  a 
Maintenance  in  the  Labour  of  the  Gofpel,  yet  the 
particular  A flignxnent  of  that  Portion  which  v/e  cnjoy^ 
*^  is  tbe  Free  Gift  of  our  Government ;  or  if  any  one 
v/ill  make  a  Dificulty  in  allowing  this,  yet  he  cannot 
deny  that  the  large  Revenues,  as  Vv'ell  as  the  Honours 
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"  attendinp- the  liip"her  Stations  of  the  Church,  do  in- 
tireiy  flow  from  the  Bounty  of  our  Laws,    and  are 
the  Fenfions  which  a  wife  Society  pays  to  its  diftin- 
guifhed  Ecclcfiaiiics,  for  the  Reward  of  their  uncom- 
mon Piety  and  Learning,  and  of  the  Pattern  which 
they  are  fuppofed  to  give,  of  ^uhmijjion  to  their  ci^il 
*-  Go-jcrnors.    Some  of  us  enjoy  not  only  vvhat  is  necef- 
*'  fary  for  fupporting  us  in  the  facred  Bufmefs  of  our 
Calling,  but  have  an  Abundance  fulhclent  to  make 
u?  fit  down  in  the  Rank  of  the  Grea.t  and  Wealthy. 
And  I  have  often  thouo;ht,  that  if  fome  amons-fl  us, 
vvho  have  been  the  warmeil:  Advocates  for  the  divine 
Right  of  our  Incom.es,  were  iirldly  to  take  the  Mea- 
*^  fare  of  them  from  what  is  faid  concerning  them  in  the 
Gofpel,  they  would  lofe  at  leafi  one  half  of  their  E.e^ve- 
mies  in  the  dangerous  Experiinent^  and  perhaps  have 
*^  but  the  T^ythe  left  the?n  of  mjhat  they  7ionjo  enjoy  from  the 
Munificence  of  the  Legiflature.    This  therefore  is  an 
Argument  of  much  Weight !  and  may  teach  uS;,  that 
as  our  civil  Governors  are  our  Benefa6iors,  whoever 
"  refills  them  mull  appear  bafely  unthankful,  and  can- 
**  not  fhake  oiF  his  Obedience,  without  taking  upon 
himfelf  a  full  Load  of  the  Infamy  of  Ingratitude." 
I  have  now  compleated  fuch  Extra£ls  from  this  Letter 
of  Dr.  G — — as  can  be  fit  for  your  Attention,  moil 
Reverend  Dr.  Codex,    You  have  now  feen  the  Judgment 
cf  Parliament  in  the  Impeachment  of  a  former  fpiritual 
Offender,  for  taking  to  himfelf  the  Royal  Nomination 
to  ecclefiailical  Diprnities,  and  intrudino;  uDon  the  Place 
of  great  Officers  appointed  to  advife  the  Crown.  You 
have  feen  the  fevere  Anirnadvernons  of  the  grave  Au- 
thor, your  Reverend  Brother,  fo  often  cited  againil  you  ; 
and  it  may  be  expe£led  you  will  not  hereafter  advance  a 
Claim  of  Right,  that  any  of  your  Profelhon  fhould  di- 
rect the  K  ,  or  that  any  Ecclefiaftic  whatever  fhould 

lhare  his  Royal  Prerogative,  or  that  his  Majefty  fhould 
.make  himfelf  but  the  Executor  of  your  Fleafure, 

It  is  however  dear  and  incon tellable,  that  this  will  be 
the  Cafe,  this  daring  and  dangerous  Encroachment  will 
be  carried  on,  if  ever  a,governing  Prelate  ihouid  alTume 
to  himfelf  the  Right  of  repudiating  Characters,  when 
they  fnall  be  recommended  to  .ecclefiaitical  Preferment. 

Let 
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Let  any  Man  confider  the  Confequence  of  this  Pradice, 
and  he  iPiuIl  fee,  that  Ambition  and  Avarice  would  by 
fuch  Means  have  the  largefl  Cpportunity  of  extending 
their  moil  dellruclive  and  rapacious  Projeds.    If  an  In- 
quifition  were  lodged  in  the  Hands  of  one  or  more 
Churchmen,  to  try  and  judge  any  Candidate  for  Royai 
Promotion  in  the  Church  :  if  this  might  be  done  by  the 
Evidence  of  low  and  profligate  Perfons  ;  by  Difcoveries 
of  loofe  W ords  and  private  Converfations,  pretended  to 
have  happened  at  any  former  Diiiance  of  Tim.e,  fo  that 
the  Opportunities  Tiray  be  irrecoverably  loft,  of  recol- 
lediing  every  material  Circumflance,  of  fetting  Things  in 
their  true  Lights,  and  bringing  thofe^who  w^ere  preient, 
befides  the  infamous  Informer,  to  bear  Witnefs  of  v/hat 
was  really  fpoke  in  his  Hearing  :  If  this,  I  fay,  is  to  be 
the  Scheme  and  Procefs  of  fuch  an  Inquifition,  no  arbi . 
trary  Churchman,  in  future  Times,  v/ill  ever  be  without 
a  Retinue  of  Ecclefiailical  Aflidavit  Makers ,  and  Spiri- 
tual Preferment  Stoppers,  who  v/ill  proifitute  their  Oaths 
,  and  Inventions,  to  blafl  the  Charaders  of  all  Men,  who 
may  be  likely  to  rife  in  the  Church  contrary  to  his  Inte- 
refts,  fo  that  he  may  indulge  his  Love  of  Power,  his  Luft 
i  of  Lucre,  his  Envy,  his  Hatred,  his  Caprice  or  Whim, 
;  to  ruin  the  faireft  Reputations :  And  as  the  bell  Men  in 
the  W orld  will  be  the  moil:  obnoxious  to  his  Refentments, 
|;  the  mofl  formidable  to  his  Power,  and  the  Htofl  to  be 
\  dreaded  by  his  jealous  Ambition,  fuch  Men  will  be  the 
\  firft  to  feel  the  Fury  of  his  Inquifition,  and  to  be  defamed 
ji  by  the  peftilent  Tribe  of  his  abandoned  Informers. 

ij  Such  v/ere  the  Pradices  comm^on  in  this  Kingdom, 
I  before  the  Reformation  of  the  Church,  when  Edimindy 

III  the  cruel  and  violent  Bifnop  of  Lo^idcm,  eclipfed  the 
I  Pov/er  of  the  Crown,  branded  the  mioil  deferving  of  the 
I  Clergy,  and  butchered  the  mioft  innocent  of  the  Laity. 
|l  As  he  carried  on  every  iniquitous  Project,  he  retained 
I  every  infamous  Proflitute  ;  and  a  memorable  Inilance  of 
11  his  vengeful  Temper  occurs  to  my  prefent  Recolledion, 
I  He  hadfeen  a  Clergyman  rife  t6  a  Deanary  by  the  Ailift- 
ance  of  very  honourable  Patrons,  whofe  Power  he  con- 
fidered  with  as  much  Awe  as  he  beheld  it  employed  tq 
I  hib  fore  Vexation  ;  Whiiil  the  Affair  depended,  he  had 
tried 
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tried  every  decent  Arti£ce  to  defeat  them  ;  he  was  not 
immediately  willing  to  break  with  them,  and  thought 
that  his  Ends  might  be  carried  by  fmooth  Expedients ; 
but  when  once  he  found  his  Intrigues  were  baffled  by 
their  fuperior  Difcernment,  and  the  Promotion  was  ob- 
tained io  much  to  his  Difappointment,  he  gr^ve  the  ut- 
Bicil  Scope  to  his  Malice  and  Revenge.  The  firft  vacant 
Bifhcpric  was  made  ufe  of  as  the  fittefl:  Occaiion  for  the 
Rxercife  of  both.  The  very  Perfon  whofe  Advance- 
ment he  had  fo  lately  laboured  to  obflrud,  did  he  him- 
feif  ofhcioufiy  nanie  to  fupply  that  vacant  See^  when 
BO  Man  afeed  or  expelled  it :  And  this  mx>ft  infidious' 
Olter  he  made  with  exprefs  Defign  to  poffefs  himfelf  of 
a  proper  Opportunity,  Vvhereby  he  defamed  the  Perfon, 
and  fet  him  afide  in  the  Promotion  which  he  v\'ith  fo  much 
Treachery  had  ofncioufiy  pretended  to  defign  in  his  Fa- 
vour ;  making  his  Reputation  the  Butt  of  fpiritual  In- 
formers, and  fixing  his  Prelatical  Brand  on  his  Mame,  as 
a  laftin^T  Panifiiment  d.ue  to  that  Ecclefiaftic  v/ho  had 
dared  to  rife  in  the  Church  without  his  Confent,  and  as 
a  perpetual  Incapacity  ever  to  rife  in  any  future  Inflance. 
I  mull  not  difmifs  this  Affair  without  a  juii:  PvCmark.  It 
was  the  Glory  of  a  mofi:  renowned  Proteitant  Queen, 
th^it  fhe  m-ortifed  the  Pride,  and  cruflied  the  Power  of 
this  unchrillian  Prelate. 

If  I  fnould  view  this  Scheme  of  an  Inquifition,  in  the 
Lights  of  your  ovv'n  Interefi,  I  believe  I  could  eafily  de- 
ter you  from  purfuing  any  fuch  pernicious  and  deteilable 
Projed.  Are  you,  Sir,  fo  warm^  in  your  Situation,  that 
you  defire  no  earthly  Advancement,  or  are  you  fo  fecura 
in  your  Reputation,  that  fuch  a  Method  of  Pradice,  • 
fuch  an  Inquifition,  might  not  eafily  deiiroy  it  ?  And 
are  you  fure  that  you  have  no  Enemy  in  the  World, 
whoie  Averfion  to  your  higher  Promotion,  might  not  in- 
duce to  feek  out  Witneffes  of  your  former  Life  and  Be- 
haviour r  Think  then,  that  if  a  proud,  ambitious,  and 
inalicious  Prelate,  fnould  ever  have  the  Opportunity  of 
'  ohilruding  your  Exhaltation,  by  fixing  a  Stain  on  your 
Charader,  Whether  his  Refort  amonc;  your  old  Com- 
rades  might  not  f urni in  fuch  an  x^dveriary  with  fit  In- 
Ibunients  to  afperfe  }'cu  ?  And  whether  the  Lure  of  his 

Favour, 
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Favour,  might  not  feduce  fome  hungry  ftarvlng  Ecclefi- 
ailic,  to  teftify  that  which  every  Man  would  reje(^  with 
Scorn,  were  it  not  fandified  by  thofe  Solemnities  which 
provoke  our  Abhorrence  ?  Suppofe  that  any  one  fhould 
have  fo  much  Ill-will,  and  allow  himfelf  fo  large  a  Li- 
berty, as  to  aver  againft  you,  Sir,  that  thirty  Years  fmce, 
or  upwards,  you  were  a  moil  virulent  Jacobite,  and  not 
only  expreffed  the  utmofi:  Pvancour  againil  the  Revolu- 
tion, but  pledged,  in  divers  Companies,  the  moft  un- 
lawful Healths,  and  refufed  the  Oaths  by  Law  required  : 
Or  that  fuch  a  Charge  hath  been  fo  notorious,  and  you 
i  fo  extrem.ely  fenfible  of  its  Weight  againft  you,  that  the 
:  lail  Incumbent  of  the  See  now  vacant,  was  by  your  Arts 
i;  and  Influence  obllru^led  for  ten  Ye^n's  together,  in  his 
I  Rife  to  a  Bifhopric,  becaufe  he  had  faid,  that  you  was  a 
1'  JacQhite  by  Nature,  and  a  Whig  by  Grace.    Do  you  not 
!  think,  that  were  it  pofiible  to  procure  fuch  Depofitions, 
it  would  be  very  hard  upon  you,  if  Elncouragement 
-  fhould  be  given  to  evil  or  envious  Men,  in  the  Bufmefs 
I  of  defaming  you,  and  that  fuch  Defamation  iliould  pre- 
vent you  from  the  Benefit  of  fuch  Promiotions,  as  the 
gre?wteft  Perfons  had  endeavoured  to  procure,  or  Royal 
ir  avour  intended  to  give  you  ?   And  v/ould  you  hav^e 
been  content  to  have  loll  a  Bimopric,  or  would  you  be 
willing  to  hazard  an  higher  Prom.otion  on  fuch  an  Expe- 
iment,  as  bringing  to  Light  the  Iniquities  v/hich  might 
i  polfibly  charged  on  the  Courfe  of  the  Life,  in  a 
Lrain  of  Exadtions,  Extortions,   Opprefiions,  and  Ads 
of  Injuflice  r 

Do  not  therefore  recommend  fuch  Schemes  to  the 
"^ublic,  or  to  the  Crown,  as  rn ufl,  and  will  be,  one  Day 
jr  other,  the  Introdudion  of  this  Practice,  and  may  be 
lie  Deiirudion  of  your  own  Credit.    If  you  did  but  re- 
led  on  what  fome  Men  have  done,  you  would  tremble 
0  confider  what  Perfons  of  their  Compledion  rniay  do. 
have  heard  of  a  Churchman,  who  promoted  a  Profe- 
:ution  againft  a  very  fcandalous  Offence  ;   and  on  the 
\ccufation  of  that  unnatural  Sin,  many  were  purfued, 
•ven  to  the  laft  Sentence  and  Execution  of  the  Law. 
Phis  Perfon,  with  great  Oilentation,  boaRed  of  this  Ser- 
ice  which  he  had  performed  to  the  Caufc  of  Religion 

and 
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and  Virtue.  It  neverthelefs  happened,  that  a  Priell,  in 
the  Diilrid  where  he  had  Authority,  a  Man  of  the  Rioii 
profligate  Principles,  and  in  all  Refpe^s  of  the  moit  in- 
famous Charafter,  was  known  to  him  by  the  meritorious 
Diftiildion  of  a  iTxOil  violent  Bipot ;  as  he  w^as  known  to 
ail  the  World  by  every  immoral  Pradice,  and  by  his 
avov/ed  Difaffedion  to  the  Koval  Familv.  This  wicked 
Man,  and  what  better  could  be  expelled  from  him,  was 
as  unnatural  in  his  Vices,  as  he  was  odious  in  his  Beha- 
viour. He  had.  long  been  made  fcandalous  by  his  moil 
fnocking  Amours,  and  at  length  was  expofcd  by  one  of 
a  flagrant  kind  carried  on  with  the  Clerk  cf  Lis  oivn  Pa- 
rijh ;  he  had,  by  his  Practices  on  this  Perfon,  brought 
him  into  the  Hands,  and  under  the  Operations  of  Sur- 
geons, The  Fad  was  too  notorious  for  the  Crime  to 
pafs  unpuniihed,  The  honeil  Laity  thought  it  a  Matter 
ft  for  the  CooRizance  and  Corredion  of  the  civil  Ma- 
giflrate  ;  but  whilil  this  Furpofe  was  in  Agitation,  his 
Keverend  Superior  interpofed,  for  the  Honour  of  his 
Order,  cef.ring  that  this  vile  {Delinquent  niight  be  fxrft 
profecuted  in  the  fpiritual  Court,  where  having  once 
been  formally  divefred  of  his  Ecclefuiilical  Charader,  he 
Blight  then  be  decently  delivered  up  to  the  Secular  Pcvv'er, 
and  puniihed;.  in  his  Lay  Capacity,  for  Crimes  v/hich  he 
adually  had  attempted  in  his  Clerical  Habit.  The  Pro- 
fecution  under  this  Management^  was  begun,  was  fpun 
out  with  tedious  Delays,  and  after  the  moil;  tricing  De-- 
fence,  was  at  lensfth  concluded  to  the  Condemnation  of 
the  accufed  Party.  An  Appeal  w^as  then  lodged,  v.^as 
protraded  in  an  extraordinary  Manner,  and  the  A.ppel- 
iant  found  Guilty  again  of  thofe  unnatural  Practices 
which  had  been  laid  to  his  Charge.  See  now  the  Ufe 
of  thefe  Delays  !  The  Profecutioa  had  been  fo  long  de- 
pending, that  it  would  have  had  no  Countenance  in  the 
Civil  Courts,  had  an  Lididment  been  preferred  fo  long 
after  the  Fad  was  committed.  The  Father  of  the  Flock 
having  therefore,  with  this  Defign,  prevailed  by  his  In- 
fluence, that  the  Procefs  fhould  continue  fo  long  depend- 
ing, did,  a.t  laft,  with  great  Humility  and  brotherly 
Love,  by  his  good  Offices,  moderate  the  Judgment,  and 
fcrcen  the  unnatural  Offender  from  Juilice,  To  that. the 

fpiiitual 
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fplrltual  Juc'ge  condemned  him  as  guilty  of  all  thofe  unna- 
tural Fraciicesy  yet  difcharged  him  by  a  Commutation  of 
100  /.  Coils,  reproving  him  In  the  graveft  Style  for  this 
criminal  Converfation  with  his  Clerk,  and  enjoining  him 
not  to  commit  fuch  £lthy  Sins  in  Time  to  comCo  Thus 
was  Juftice  difarmed  of  her  Power  to  punifh  the  worit 
Oirences  !  Thus  did  an  intriguing  Ecclefiallic  fcreeni 
Enormities  in  his  own  Order,  which  he  had  followed 
with  all  the  Vengeance  of  Law  in  the  Cafe  of  other 
Men  ;  And  do  you  not  think,  that  v/ere  fach  a  Man  to 
be  intruiled  with  fupreme  Power  in  the  Church,  he  would 
employ  it  as  wickedly  and  as  partially,  in  ftigmatizing 
fome,  as  he  hath  employed  it  in  fcreening  of  others  ? 
And  that  as  he  can  proted  the  worft  fort  of  Men  in  their 
Crimes,  for  being  fubfervient  to  his  exorbitant  Projefts^ 
he  would  blacken  the  fair  Pveputation  of  others,  for  be- 
ing toohoneft  to  join  in  fupporting  his  Iniquities  ? 

Such  Behaviour  in  any  Churchman,  contributes  more 
than  all  the  Works  of  Iniidelity,  to  blemifh  the  Honour, 
and  fubvert  the  Foundation,  of  the  Chriftian  Religion. 
Thofe  who  have  the  Caufe  of  Virtue  and  Piety  moil  at 
Heart,  lofe  their  Zeal  in  the  Service  or  the  Support  of  a 
Church,  whiiil  they  fee  Churchmen  ading  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  and  Church  Authority  proilituted  to  fuch  un- 
chriftian  Ends.  One  Paflor  of  this  Compledion  con- 
futes all  the  Pafloral  Letters  that  ever  were  written ; 
and  the  World  will  be  apt,  however  unjudly,  to  con- 
ceive,  that  nothing  was  ever  charged  on  Eccleftaftics^ 
which  was  not  true,  if  ever  they  ihall  fee  there  is  no- 
thing immoral,  but  what  fome  of  the  Order  can  commit, 
efpecially  if  fuch  Offenders  fhould  be  of  fuch  Rank, 
that  their  Example  cannot  be  of  more  extenfive  Influ- 
ence, than  it  ought  to  be  of  lading  Infamy. 

But  if  ever  we  fhould  have  the  Misfortune  to  fee  the 
Scheme  v/hich  you  have  recommended  to  the  Imitation 
of  Chriftian  Princes,  obtain  under  our  Conftitution  ;  if 
ever  we  ihould  fee  a  diflioneft  and  a  defaming  Church- 
man, endeavour  by  his  Calumnies  and  his  Informers,  to 
propagate  Falfhoods,  and  promote  Perjuries,  thereby  ta 
difgrace  an  innocent  Man,  whofe  Merit  he  envies,  and 
whofe  Integrity  he  looks  on  with  fearful  Eyes ;  if  thus 

Vol.  IL  he 
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he  fliall  labour  to  circumvent  the  moii:  worthy,  and  rum 
the  moil:  amiable  Character,  may  there  never  be  want- 
ing a  great  and  pov/erful  Patron  to  fuilain  the  Caufe  of 
Innocence,  whofe  Authority  to  protedl  him,  may  be  as 
irrefiftible  as  that  Eloquence  with  which  he  fhall  vindi- 
cate his  Fame,  and  whofe  Honour  fhall  make  him  inca- 
pable of  giving  up  his  Friend  to  the  Lofs  of  his  dearefl 
Reputation,  v/hen  the  Favour  which  he  fought  to  pro- 
cure him,  fhall  have  incited  fuch  fcandalous  Church  Job- 
bers to  difg-race  him. 

It  is  a  Security,  as  it  is  a  Comfort  to  us,  that  the 
Honour  of  the  Crown,  and  the  Wifdom  of  that  Prince 
who  wears  it,  will  never  permit  his  Favours  in  the 
Church  to  be  ingroffed  by  any  ambitious  Churchman, 
nor  his  PvOyal  Grace,  at  any  Time  intended  to  be  con- 
ferred on  a  deferving  Clergyman,  to  be  intercepted  by 
the  bafe  Attempts  of  proftitute  Informers.  He  will  be 
too  jealous  of  his  Imperial  Dignity,  to  fuiFer  that  any 
EcclefialHc  whatever  fnall  openly  boafl,  in  Derogation 

of  his  Royal  Supremacy,  That  the  K  is  direded  by 

him,  that  his  Majefiy  Jhares  his  Royal  Prerogatives  ^ith 
hifn^  and  makes  h  'ujijelf  hut  the  Executor  of  his  Fleafure. 

Our  Sovereign,  Sir,  is  not  to  be  treated  with  fuch  In- 
folence  and  Fridet  He  hath  fhewn  to  the  V/orld  that  he 
will  be  King  of  his  People  ;  and  will  be  as  far  from  allow- 
ing an  ambitious  Churchman  to  divide  his  fovereign  Au- 
thority, as  he  will  be  from  fa ffering  any  fuch  Scheme  of 
Ambition  to  be  carried  on  by  the  vile  Arts  of  perjured 
Information.  He  v/ill  neither  gratify  the  Wicked  ii> 
their  unjufl  Ufurpations,  to  the  Diminution  of  his  own 
Cilory,  nor  give  up  the  Worthy  and  Innocent  a  Prey  to 
their  vindictive  Revenue.  He  will*  whenever  he  finds 
it  expedient,  abate  the  Pride  of  fuch  Men,  though  they 
fhould  be  as  infolent  in  their  Threats  of  oppofmg  his 
Service,  as  .they  were  indecent  in  their  Boafts  of  making 
\\\m  the  mere  Executor  of  their  Fleafm-e  ;  and  they  will 
fee,  when  they  provoke  his  Royal  Indignation,  that  in 
the  ileady  Courfe  of  impartial  Juilice,  it  is  as  fafe  to  in- 
fli6t  the  Punifhment  of  Law  on  an  offending  Clergyman, 
as  on  any  Layman  whatever, 
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As  this  is  the  Light  in  which  every  faithful  Subje6l 
A^gards  his  Prince,  I  hope,  Sir,  that  fnice  it  is  your  Duty, 
you  will  Toon  find  it  to  be  your  Intereil  to  treat  his  Royal 
Perfon  with  the  fame  Refpeft  and  Decency  ;  and  that 
you  will  apply  to  Chriftian  Princes,  on  future  Occafions,^ 
in  a  much  more  becoming  Manner,  than  by  Paragraphs 
printed  in  the  Daily  Papers,  fetting  forth  to  the  World 
nvhaf  Exa?nples  are  jit  for  fuch  Frmces  to  imttati^ 

I  amf 

SIR, 

Tour  moji  humhle  Ser^aant^  h%l 


Lincoln's  Inn, 
5  March  1733-^ 
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Tbe  Preface  Jo  the  Fourth  Collection  of 

CatoV  Letters. 

By  T no u  AS   Gordon,  Efq^ 

I Readily  comply  v/ith  the  Defire  of  the  Publilher  to 
write  a  fhort  Preface  to  the  new  CoUedlion  he  has 
made  of  my  Letters  for  the  laft  four  Months.  I 
am  more  concerned  than  furprized,  that  thefs  Letters 
ihpuld  be  ill  underftood,  and  malicioufly  apprehended 
by  thofe,  who,  having  no  Principles  of  their  own,  are 
apt  to  wreft  my  Principles  to  favour  their  own  Preju- 
dices. 

Thefe  Men  are  Friends  to  Truth  out  of  Anger  or 
Chance,  and  not  for  her  own  Sake.  I  am,  however, 
glad  that  they  have  been  brought  to  read  and  approve  a 
general  Condemnation  of  their  own  Scheme.  It  is  more 
than  ever  they  did  before  j  and  I  am  not  without  Hopes, 
that  what  they  have  begun  in  Paffion  may  end  in  Con- 
yiftion  :  I  am  happy,  if  I  may  have  been  the  Means  of 
bringing  thofe  Men  to  think  for  themfelves,  whofe  Gha- 

radler  it  has  been  to  let  other  Men  think  for  them  a 

Character  which  is  the  higheft  Shame  and  the  greateft 
Unhappinefs  of  a  rational  Being.  Thefe  Papers  having 
opened  the  Principles  of  Liberty  and  Power,  and  render- 
ed them  plain  to  every  Underllanding,  may,  perhaps, 
have  their  Share  in  preventing,  for  the  time  to  come, 
fuch  Storms  of  Zeal  for  Nonfenfe  and  Fallhood,  as  have 
thrown  thefe  Kingdoms  more  than  once  into  Convul- 
fions.  I  hope  I  have  helped  to  cure  and  remove  thofe 
monftrous  Notions  of  Government,  which  were  inflilled 
by  the  crafty  Few  into  the  ignorant  Many. 

For  thofe  who  profefs  to  entertain  the  fame  Sentiments 
with  myfelf  upon  this  Subject,  and  yet  have  been  offend- 
ed ;  as  this  their  Offence  was  neither  my  Fault  nor  In- 
tention, I  can  only  be  forry,  for  their  Sakes,  that  the 
Principles  which  they  avowed  at  all  Times,  fhould  hap- 
pen 
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f  en  to  dilpleafe  them  at  any  Time.  I  am  willing  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  not  the  Dodlrine,  but  the  Application 

that  difobliged  them.  -Nor  am  I  anfwerable  for  this 

they  themfelves  made  it,  and  often  made  it  wrong.  I 
abhor  all  Attacks  upon  the  Perfons  and  private  Cha- 
raders  of  Men,  and  all  little  Stories  and  Calumnies  in- 
vented or  revived  to  blacken  them.  Thefe  are  bafe  and 
difnoneft  Praftices ;  the  Work  and  Ambition  of  little  and 
malicious  Minds  only.  Nor  wanted  I  any  fuch  ill-bred 
and  contemptible  Artifices  to  gain  Readers,  I  attended 
only  to  general  Reafonings  about  public  Virtue  and  Cor- 
ruption, unbiafied  by  Pique  or  Favour  to  any  Man.  I 
can  fay  this  with  as  much  T>ruth  as  any  Writer  ever 
could.  As  I  have  abufedno  Man's  Perfon,  and  courted 
no  Man's  Fortune,  I  have  dreaded  no  Man's  Refent- 
ment. 

The  Faults  found  with  thefe  Letters  are  fo  frivolous 
and  ill  grounded,  that  to  mention  them  is  almofl  fufficienC 
to  anfvver  and  expofe  them.  The  putting  fome  Words  - 
in  Italics,  or  different  Letters,  has  given  Offence  ;  and  I 
own,  in  fome  Inftances  it  has  been  indifcreet :  But 
though  it  was  none  of  my  Doing,  and  I  have  oftert 
blamed  it,  yet  I  dare  anfv/er  that  it  was  not  malicioufiy 
done.  However,  I  have  direded  it  to  be  altered  in  this 
Colledion. 

Other  Letters  and  Paffages  and  Advertifements  in  the 
Journal,  have  been  difhoneftly  blended  with  Cato''s  Let- 
ters ;  and  when  they  were  called  Crimes,  Cato  has  been, 
called  the  Criminal —  A  wicked  and  a  bafe  Charge  ! 
Any  intelligent  Man  may  fee  that  Cato  has  nothing  far-- 
ther  to  do  with  the  Journal,  than  the  writing  thefe  Let- 
ters which  are  figned  with  his  Name. 

I  know  it  has  been  faid,  and  but  faid,  that  Cato  has 
fpoken  difrefpeflfully,  nay  infolently,  of  the  King.  If 
this  were  true,  I  fhould  be  the  firff  to  own  that  ail  the 
Clamour  raifed  againft  me,  was  juft  upon  me.  But  the 
Papers  vindicate  themfelves ;  and  it  is  certain,  that  no 
Prince  was  ever  treated  with  more  Duty  and  Regard,  in 
any  public  or  private  Writings,  than  his  prefent  Majeily 
has  been  in  thefe.  In  Point  of  Affedion  and  Principle 
his  Majefty  has  not  a  better  Subjed  than  myfelf ;  and  i€ 
he  has  any  bad  ones,  they  are  none  of  my  making,  i 

0^3  know 
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know  that  this  Nation  cannot  be  faved  without  this- 
Xing ;  and  I  am  flili  perfaaded,  that  nothing  tended 
more  to  his  Advantage  and  Popularity,  or  more  to  the' 
Credit  of  the  Miniflry,  or  more  to  the  Security  of  the 
Subjed,  than  the  purfuing,  with  quick  and  impartial 
Vengeance,  thofe  Men  who  were  Enemies  to  all  Men. 
And  I  have  the  Votes  and  Proceedings  of  Parliament, 
to  fliew  that  that  great  and  honourable  Aflembly  were 
guided  by  the  fame  Sentiments,  as  were  the  whole  Na- 
tion. 

But  it  feems  I  once  fpoke  Latin  to  his  Majelly,  and 

fpoke  to  him  in  the  lingular  Number  quis  te  <vitii- 

fera<vit.  If  this  be  a  Libel,  they  who  make  it  fo,  are 
the  LibellerSe  In  itfelf  it  is  a  Panegyric  ;  nor  could  it 
be  a  Satyr  in  my  Mouth,  who  have  ever  thought  and 
fpoken  dutifully  of  the  King,  and  endeavoured  that  all 
ethers  fnould  do  fo.  As  to  the  Word,  Te,  addrefFed  ta 
his  Majefly  in  the  fmgular  Number,  which  is  the  Ob- 
jedlion,  I  am  told,  of  fome  able  Lawyers;  I  vv'culd,  in 
anfwer,  acquaint  thefe  learned  Goths^  tha,t  the  Purity  of 
the  Latin  Tongue  warrants  that  way  of  fpeaking,  and 
no  other,  and  that  none  but  Monks  and  Pedants  praclife 

any  other.    P^OS  regere  impsrium  And  ha  FOB  IS 

snmt  artes  -would  be  beautiful  Emendations  in  a 

new  Edition  of  Virgil,  But  as  the  above  ridiculous  Ob- 
jedion  was  made  by  no  Lawyer  of  Genius  or  Politenefs, 
it  is  no  Reflection  upon  his  Brethren. 

Thus  much  I  think  is  m^ore  than  a  fuHicient  Defence 
ftgainft  this  Latin  Crime  ;  which  however  I  have  cancel- 
led, though  not  for  their  Sakes  v/ho  make  it  one. 

In  anfwer  to  thofe  deep  Politicians,  who  have  been: 
long  puzzled  to  know  who  were  meant  by  Cicero  and 
Brutus  \  intending  to  deal  candidly  with  them,  and  put 
them  out  of  Fain  and  Doubt,  I  allure  them  that  Cicero 
and  Brutus  were  meant :  That  I  know  no  prefent  Cha- 
racters or  Story  that  will  fit  theirs ;  and  that  thofe  Let- 
ters were  tranfiated  for  the  Service  of  Liberty  in  general, 
without  intending  by  them  either  Reproof  or  Praife  to 
any  Man  living.  And  if  thefe  gueffmg  Sages  are  in 
Perplexity  about  any  other  PaiTages  in  Cato'^  Letters,  it 
.  is  ten  to  one  but  the  fame  Anfwer  will  relieve  them. 
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tn  Brutus\  Letters  it  is  faid,  ^jje  do  ?2ot  difpute  about  the 
^udijicaticns  of  a  Mafier ;  "zve  "will  hwue  noMaJler.  Which 
is  the  genuine  Senfe  of  the  Latz?i — Niji  forte  non  de  fer- 
'vitute^  fed  de  condltio'ne  fewiendi  recifandum  efl  a  nohisa 
From  hence  foine  have  inferred,  that,  becaufe  Brutus  was 
againfc  having  a  Mailer,  therefore  I  am  againft  having  a 
-King — a  ftrange  Confiruftion,  and  a  wild  Confequence  ! 
As  if  in  tranilatino;  Brutus's  Letter,  I  was  not  to  follow 
the  Senfe  of  Brutus  ;  or  as  if  there  was  no  DiiFerence  iu 
Engl  and  hzx.\yttv.  a  King  and  a  Mafter,  which  are  juil  as 
oppofite  as  King  and  Tyrant.  In  a  neighbouring  King- 
dom, indeed,  they  fay  tha.t  their  Monarch  is  born  Ma- 
fter of  the  Kingdom,  and  I  believe  they  feel  it  too ;  a.s 

they  do  with  a  Witnefs  in  Turkey  But  I  hope  it  is  not 

fo  here.  We  have  a  King  made  and  bound  by  the 
Law  ;  Brutus  having  killed  one  Ufurper,  was  oppofmg 
another,  overturning  by  Violence  all  Law.  Where  is 
the  Parity,  or  Room  for  it  ? 

It  may^  perhaps,  be  expeded  I  fhould  fay  fomething 
here  of  a  lat^  Attempt,  to  anfwer  this  and  all  other 
Writings,  in  a  Way  that  was  never  before  taken,  nor 
heard  of — a  nev/  Way  without  a  new  Occafion  !  And 
a  Way  more  terrible  to  Liberty  than  to  me  \  Nothing  is 
the  beil  Thing  I  can  fay  af  it  %  and  even  for  that  I  de- 
ferve  the  Thanks  of  the  Projedors :  May  it  be  for  ever 
covered  with  Oblivion  !  A  Wilh,  in  which  I  dare  fay  I 
have  their  hearty  Concurrence.  No  Man  defires  to  be 
remembered  bat  with  Honour. 

Thus  much  by  way  of  Preface,  I  thought  might  be 
iTtodeftly  faid,  in  defence  of  a  Paper  Vv/hich  has  more 
Friends  and  P^^eaders,  than  any  Paper  that  has  hitherto 
appeared  in  the  W orld  j  and  for  its  Foes,  they  are,  as  to 
their  Number,  inconfiderable. 

As  to  rnyfelf,  who  perhaps  have  more  public  Spirit 
than  private  Prudence,  having  done  my  Duty,  I  can  fay 
vvith  7 /^//^',  ^.:d  eft,  proh  deum  hominumque  fde77i  !  In  quo 
ego  Reip.  plas  hoc  tempore  prodejje  po  fim  ?  *  '  ■  ^uid  ef^ 
quod  aut  populo  Rom,  gratius  effe  deheat-,  aut  fociis  exterifqi 
vationihu:  optatius  efj'c  pofjit,  aut  faluti  fortunifque  omnium 

accGmmodatius  fit  ?  i^/i  tandem  ejjet  qui  meum  concilia 

um  aut  faciurn  poffet  reprehendere  ?  * 
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*'  I  appeal  to  Heaven  and  Earth,  whether  I  could 
**  have  done  more  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Public  in  this 

its  woful  Diftrefs  ?  What  more  agreeable  to  the 

*'  Intereft  and  the  Wifhes  of  our  People  at  home,  what 
more  conducive  to  our  Reputation  abroad,  or  what 
more  delirable  for  the  Security  of  the  ttniverfal  Rights 
and  Properties  of  all  Men  ?  What  Fallhood  have  I 
**  uttered,  what  evil  Counfel  have  I  given,  and  do  the 
Innocent  accufe  ? 
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I'he  Preface  to  the  Sixth  Colle6iion  of 

Cato'i  Letters. 

By  Thomas  Gordo Efi[\ 


Have  faid  fo  much  by  way  of  Preface  to  the  other 
ColIe£tions  of  thefe  Papers,  that  little  is  left  for  me 
to  fay  in  This.  The  prefent  is  a  Co^ledlion  of  all 
the  Papers  written  lafl  Winter  and  till  now  upon  Go- 
vernment, ex  propofjQy  and  in  a  Syflem  ;  and  thofe  about 
C'jgfar  being  near  a-kin  to  the  Defjgn,  and  containing  a 
good  Part  of  the  Argument,  I  have  joined  them  to  the 
reft,  as  I  have  done  two  late  ones  about  Eledions ,  for 
the  fame  Reafon  ;  and  to  the  Whole  I  have  prefixed 
one  written  laft  OSlobery  concerning  the  general  ill  Con- 
dition of  Mankind. 

I  leave  the  Argument  handled  in  thefe  Letters  to 
juftify  itfelf,  as  it  is  ftated  there,  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing it  is  fupported  by  the  united  Confent  of  Experi- 
ence, Reafon,  and  Nature  ;  and  is  not  like  to  be  lhak- 
en  by  any  thing  that  can  be  faid  againfl  it.  The 
Sam  of  the  Queftion  is.  Whether  Mankind  have  a  Right 
to  be  happy  ?  or,  whether  any  Man  has  a  Right  to 
nmke  them  niiferable  I 

I  am 
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I  am  not  fo  much  furprized,  that  many  of  the  Tories 
(hould  afTent  to  the  Lawfulnefs  of  killing  Ctefar,  be- ' 
caufe  Men  out  of  Power  are  naturally  in  the  Interefi^ 
of  Liberty  ;  as  I  am  forry  that  any  of  the  Whigs  fhould 
deny  it.  Is  the  Unlawfulnefs  of  killing  Tyrants  main- 
tained at  lall:  by  the  Whigs^  vvhofe  very  Spirit  and  Cha- 
rader  is  founded  upon  the  very  oppolite  Principle  ?  I 
wifh  they  would  define  and  explain  this  modern  Whig-- 
zftn,  efpecially  upon  the  Principles  of  the  old,  and  di- 
ilinguifh  it  from  the  moft  obnoxious  Part  of  Torjifm,  I 
doubt  I  have  fet  them  a  hard  Taflc. 

They  who  wildly  apply  to  the  Court  what  has 
been  faid  about  C^far,  make  the  Court  but  an  ill  Com- 
pliment, whatever  they  may  intend.  How  can  any 
Court,  which  does  not  do  what  defar  did,  be  alFeded 
with  what  was  done  to  Cafar^  or  with  what  is  faid 
about  him  ?  ^ 

CAT  O- 
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7he  Creed  of  an  Independent  Whig  ;  with 
a?i  orthodox  IntrodiiSlion^  concerning 
CanonSy  Councils^  Myfteries^  Miracles^ 
and  Church  Authority. 

T  H  O  M  A  S  G  O  R  D  O  N,  Efq^i 

Anno  1720. 

To  all  Believers^  the  orthodox  Author  fendeth 

Greeting  ^ 

TH  E  Opinions  of  Mankind  are  a-s  various  as 
their  Complexions ;  and  he  muft  be  a  very  bad 
Markfman,  who  fhoots  among  a  Crowd  of 
People^  and  milTes  every  one  :  But  notwithilanding  there 
is  fuxh  a  Diverfity  of  Faith  in  the  World,  yet  I  am 
perfuaded  I  {hall  meet  with  many  who  will  heartily  em- 
brace my  Sentiments  in  the  following  Creed.  1  chal- 
lenge the  Univerfe  to  difprove  any  one  Article  ;  and 
Tvhat  makes  me  the  more  fanguine  herein,  is,  that  I  am 
very  well  alTured  that  there  is  not  a  Tenet  which  can  be 
juftly  called  P/eudodox. 

I  am  fenfible  of  the  numerous  Herds  of  Bigots,  who 
will  not  allow  a  Man  to  have  a  Competency  of  ortho- 
dox Learning,  who  has  not  trifled  away  a  few  Years  at 
a  Univerfity ;  but  if  we  would  follow  the  Example  of 
ihe  good  Hufbandman,  and  purge  our  Granaries,  we 
jQiould  quickly  find  more  Tares  than  good  Corn. 

It  grieves  me  to  fee  that  the  World  has  fuch  a  juft 
Caufe  to  refle6t  on  JIma  Mater,  and  affirm,  that  (for 
jxiany  Years  paft,  and  even  to  this  Day)  ^nftead  of  ad- 
minHlring  wholefome  Nouiifhment,  fhe  has,  and  does, 
viciate  the  moft  hale  Conftitutions.  Oh,  that  fhe  would 
retrieve  her  loi^  Reputation  of  being  one  of  the  bell 

Nurfea 
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Nurfes  in  ClirifreRdom  f  But  her  Milk  is  become  ioxxxy 
and  curdles  in  each  tender  Stomach. 

I  have  fpent  many  a  tedious  Night  in  fearching  dili- 
gently into  the  Lives  andCharaders  of  the  primitive  Be- 
lievers ;  nor  have  I  been  remifs  in  endeavouring  to  dis- 
cover the  A^anners  and  Behaviour  of  the  Moderns :  For 
the  Satisfaclion  therefore  of  our  Houfnoid,  to  corrobo- 
rate the  Weak,  to  efcablifh  the  Wavering,  and  in  full 
and  certain  Hope  of  making  Profelytes,  I  have  with 
much  Pains  and  Watching,  Fatigue  and  Study,  iinifhed 
my  Creed  ;  a  Work  much  defired,  and  long  wanted. 

Take  heed,  my  Brethi*en,  that  ye  do  not  relapfe  inta 
Infidelity  ;  let  me  caution  ye  not  to  be  deluded  by  the 
Wiles  and  Artifices  of  a  particular  Set  of  People  called 
HocuS'Foctis  Blades :  Thefe  Sons  of  the  Craft  pretend  to 
prove  a  SucceiTion  of  Legerdemain  Gentlemen  from  the 
iirll  Juglers,  and  treading  in  the  Paths  of  their  Predecef- 
fors,  have  entered  into  a  m.utual  Compa£l  to  bambouzle 
our  Senfes,  and  to  deprive  Mankind  of  Reafon. 

Thefe  A^en  have  more  Ways  of  impofmg  upon  you,; 
than  by  their  Hands,  though  I  mufl  acknowledge  That 
to  be  the  chief  Impofition  of  any.  You  may  fafely  be- 
lieve one  Thing  which  they  tell  you,  though  at  the  fame 
time  they  would  not  have  you  give  Credit  to  theirWords, 
If  your  Eyes  are  not  as  tiimhle  as  your  Fingers ^  they 
ujHI  deceinje  yo  u . 

So  I  have  feen  a  Carpet  laid,  and  when  the  proper 
Utenftls  were  fpread  upon  the  Table,  a  Jugler  begin  his 
Farce  with  this  fliort  Prologue* 

Behold  my  little  Cups  a7id  little  Ball ; 
See,  there  are  no  falfe  Bottoms  here  at  all. 

You  may  eafily  j  udge  from  this  inimitable  Piece  o^f 
Poetry,  that  the  fubfequent  Oratory  mufl  needs  be  very 
elegant.  He  has  an  admirable  Knack  of  deluding  the 
Credulous  with  three  little  Balls,  which  you  fee  him 
place  fairly  under  three  Cups ;  but  by  ufmg  a  few  of 
his  Rhetorical  Flauriihes,  as  Prefto^pafs,  begone  ;  the  three 
Balls  are  not  to  be  found,  but  inflead  of  them,  you  be- 
hold one  large  one.  Now,  to  convince  you  that  he  i?? 
a  Mailer  of  Art,  he  again  pronounces  the  afgremention- 

0^6  ei 
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ed  Words,  which  are  of  fuch  Efficacy,  that  the  one  Bal 
vanifhes,  and  the  Three  appear  in  Jtatu  quo.  N^y,  he- 
will  bring  back  the  one  Ball,  and  change  it  into  a  liv- 
ing Body  ;  as  a  Hen,  a  Chicken,  or  the  like  :  How 
great  then  is  the  miraculous  Power  of  Hocus-Pocus  P  But 
I  fhould  have  told  you,  that  if  you  have  but  Ten-pence 
in  your  Pocket,  he  will  demand  one  v/ith  an  authori- 
tative Air,  which  you  muft  pay  for  being  deluded ;  fo 
that  he  is  fure  to  have  you  hre  or  tbere,  as  he  terms  it 
in  the  Prologue. 

There  are  another  Set  of  People,  whom  you  ought 
carefully  to  avoid.  Men  of  pretended  Sanftity,  I  mean 
Priefls,  whofe  Love  to  their  Bottle  and  Millrefs  exceeds 
any  Layman's.  And  by  the  Bye  you  may  note  (for  it  is 
an  Axiom  that  will  not  bear  Contradidion)  that  much 
outward  Piety  is  an  infallible  Indication  of  an  Exube- 
rance of  inward  Knavery.  They  will  offer  to  perfuade 
you  that  they  can  wafh  an  j^thiopian  white,  and  releafe 
you  from  your  Debts ;  but  beware  that  you  rely  not  on' 
their  Words,  left  you  incenfe  your  Creditor,  and  he  cafts 
you  into  Prifon  for  being  infolvent. 

A  Priefl,  with  much  Importunity,  was  prevailed  upon 
to  quit  his  Pipe  and  Glafs^  and  attend  a  Gentleman  who 
v/as  making  his  Exit.  The  holy  Father  was  very  dili- 
gent in  the  Execution  of  his  Office,  and  performed  all 
the  fuperftitious  Ceremonies  cuftomary  to  be  done  to  a 
dying  Perfon.  It  happened,  that  while  he  was  pro- 
nouncing the  Abfolution,  and  one  Hand  was  figning 
the  Gentleman  with  the  Mark  of  the  Crofs,  the  other 
(through  Inadvertency  rather  than  Delign)  was  very  bufy 
in  picking  his  Pocket ;  the  fick  Man's  Thoughts  were 
not  fo  very  intent  upon  the  other  World,  as  might  be  ex- 
pected from  one  in  his  Condition,  but  obferving  what 
the  Prieft  was  doing,  ftarts  up  in  his  Bed,  and  laid  hold 
of  his  Breeches.  By  this  fudden  Motion  he  broke  aa 
Impofthume  which  was  within  him,  and  had  caufed  his 
being  fo  very  weak ;  and  recovering  his  Health  in  a 
few  Days,  renounced  the  Heterodox  Faith  in  v;hich  he 
had  been  educated,  and  embraced  and  adhered  to  that 
"which  was  orthodox. 

The  laft  Advice  which  I  fliall  give  you  is,  to  weigh 
Things  maturely  before  you  proceed  to  a  final  Determi- 
'  nation : 
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nation  :  Condemn  not  other  People  becaufe  they  cannot 
be  of  the  fame  Opinion  with  you  in  all  Matters ;  for  by 
the  fame  Parity  of  Reafon,  they  may  condemn  you. 
Remember  that  there  are  mere  Ways  to  the  Wood  than 
cne.  Does  that  Man  merit  the  Name  of  Saint^  Pope,  or 
Bijhop,  who  in  a  diabolical  PafTion  (hall  pronounce  whole 
Nations  damned,  who  cannot  fwallow  all  and  fingiilar 
of  his  Abfurdities  ?  Who  fliall  deliver  over  to  the  Devil 
and  his  Angels  the  major  Part,  not  only  of  the  Chriilian: 
World,  but  alfo  of  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Earthy  to 
be  tormented  in  Hell  for  ever  ;  merely  becaufe  they 
will  not  facrifice  their  Reafon  (that  noble  Charaderiftic 
of  Man,  tiiat  Portion  of  Divine  Goodnefs)  to  Forge- 
ries and  Blafphemy  ?  Mufl  we  be  damned  for  oppofmg 
this  falfe  Dodlrine  ?  This  is  a  hard  Saying,  and  wha 
can  bear  it  ? 

As  I  have  laboured  hard  in  the  Vineyard,  fo  I  hope 
I  have  brc Light  forth  Wine  ;  and  they  who  approve  the 
Juice  of  my  Grapes,  fnall  drink,  make  their  Hearts 
glad,  and  be  welcome.  I  will  force  no  Man  ;  Compul- 
Hen  is  neither  hofpitable  nor  lawful  ;  I  fhall  therefore 
allow  a  Liberty  to  all  Men,  cbferving  the  golden  Rule, 
of  doincr  as  I  would  be  done  unto.  I  fhall  not  fpeak  ir^ 
dark  Parables  to  deceive  any  Man,  but  am  willing  to 
declare  the  Truth,  and  abide  by  it,  tho'  perhaps  this 
may  be  deem,ed  a  Work  too  dirty  for  the  Sons  of  Levi  to 
meddle  ^uuith ;  which  Pra6lice  I  recommend  to  you  my 
Fellow  Believers,  and  perfuade  myfelf  you  will  fight 
manfully  under  fo  glorious  a  Banner,  even  though  the 
Jefuits,  or  any  of  the  Order  of  Friar  Francis  fhould  op- 
pofe  you. 

ri;^  I  N  T  R  O  D  U  C  T  I  O  N. 

TH  E  Impofition  of  Creeds  is  looked  upon  by  all 
thinking  People  to  be  analogous  to  the  Jmpohtion 
of  fomething  elfe  ;  and,  indeed,  if  the  Tradi- 
tions of  Men  Are  not  to  be  admitted  as  a  Standard  of 
Faith,  which  no  Protellant  will  allow,  I  do  affirm,  that 
we  ought  not  to  depend  on  the  Decrees  of  Councils  and 
Synods.  The  former  has  been  condemned  by  our  Sa- 
viour Chriji,  and  the  latter  cannot  be  deemed  orthodox,. 
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if  we  look  into  the  Hillory  of  the  Ancients ;  becaufe 
each  of  them  has  ceufured  and  declared  fome,  if  not  all 
the  Articles  of  their  Predecefibrs  to  be  heterodox. 

From  henoe  I  would  infer,  tliat  their  Credenda  were 
not  the  Didates  of  a  Divine  Spirit,  becaufe  they  contra- 
di6l  and  clafn  again il  each  other  \  but  were  rather  the 
feemino:  ODinious  of  fach  as  were  biailed  bv  Interef!:  or 
Policy.  I  do  not  fay  abfolately  that  this  is  a  true  State 
of  the  Cafe,  but  to  me  it  feems  to  carry  a  Face  of  Pro- 
bability ;  and  as  I  will  not  pin  my  Faith  upon  the  Af- 
fcrtion  of  any  Body  of  Men  whatever,  fo  I  fhall  leave 
e\^ery,Man  at  Liberty  to  believe  what,  and  as  much  as 
he  judges  requifite.  Provided,  neverthelefs,  that  no 
Man  (hall  believe  all,  becaufe  he  will  not  then  leave  a 
Share  for  his  Neighbours ;  and  I  mull  needs  own  I  hate" 
a  Monopoly  of  any  Kind  ;  for  v/hich  Reafon  I  v/ifh 
the*e  were  a  Lav/  to  prevent  ingroffing  of  

Fie  that  can  read^  and  has  a  common  Portion  of  Rea- 
fon, may  find  fach  plain  and  eafy  Diredions  in  the  AWu 
Tejiamevt,  as  will  inftruci  jiim  how  to  iind  the  ready 
Way  to  rieaven  ;  by  which  be  will  avoid  the  tedious 
Ambages  of  a  mercenary  Guide.  I  think  that  the  Gen- 
tleman  managed  the  Tack  with  Prudence,  who  refolving 
to  travel  to  the  Lcmch-End,  contracted  for  the  Journey  : 
If  he  had  hired  a  Guide  by  the  Day,  no  doubt  but  the 
Fellov/  would  have  coriducted  liim  the  farthefl  V/ay 
about. 

Happy  the  Mail  who  fwallows  the  Abfurdities  of  the 
Popiih  Relio-ion ;  he  need  not  be  anxious  of  his  V/el- 
fare  hereafter ;  and  I  could  name  another  Religion,, 
which  has  gained  fo  m.uch  Ground,  that  it  is  thought 
'twill  com.e  up  v/ith,  if  not  overtake,  the  formier  :  They 
refemble  the  Bank  and  the  South -Sea  Companies  in  vy- 
ing with  each  other ;  -and  I  wifh  that  we  may  not  at  lait 
diicover  a  Mijp^ffifi  in  both. 

That  the  Bible  is  the  Rule  of  Faith,  abilra£led  from 
.its  Interpolations  and  erroneous  Tranllations,  dare  nat 
be  denied  by  the  moil  confummate  Prieil-craft ;  and 
therefore  he  who  endeavours  to  perfiiade  me  that  fuck 
Articles  are  neceiihry  to  Salvation,  which  are  not  made 
fundamental  in  Scripture,  palms  his  own,  or  another's 

Sug. 
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Siiggeftions  upon  me,  and  gives  great  Caufe  of  Sufpi- 
cion  that  there  is  feme  vile  Roguery  at  the  Bottom. 

How  pathetically  does  St.  Paul  fpeak  !  how  noble  are 
his  Thou2:hts  !  how  beautiful  and  how  amiable  his  De- 
fcription  of  Charity  I  and  he  concludes  with  afTaring  us, 
that  all  Moral  Virtues,  that  even  Faith  v/ithout  Charity 
avaiieth  nothing.  If  therefore  Charity  is  fo  eiiential, 
what  Opinion  mull  v/e  entertain  of  that  Creed,  in  whicll' 
Uncharitablenefs  is  placed  in  the  m.ofr  glaring  Light, 
and  made  an  Article  of  Faith  !  a  Greed,  whofe  Author^ 
or  Authors,  cannot  be  provedy  nor  its  Tenets  plainly 
made  out  from  Scripture. 

There  is  a  E^eiigion  which  has  three  Creeds,  and  yet 
properly  fpeaking,  they  Three  are  but  One.  This  is  very 
Emblematical,  and  I  love  an  out-of-the-v/ay  Fancy 
'tis  fom^ething  new,  and  may  be  of  great  EmoUument  in 
this  imDrovino;  A^e, 

1  could  mention  a  Creed,  which  has  its  Title  rrom 
fome  Men,  who  were  as  little  concerned  in  the  Compo- 
fure  of  it,  as  the  late  King's  James's  Q^.een  :  And  there 
is  one  Article  or  two,  which  have  been  proved  by  a 
Gentleman  nov/  living,  to  be  folded  upon  us  by  fome 

zealous  ^  :  This  Gentlemian  is  as  well  verfed 

in  the  Divinity,  as  in  the  Laws  of  his  Country  y  and  if 
Merit  may  be  allowed  to  take  Place,  he  ought  not  to 
give  the  Right-hand  to  any  of  the  Long -petticoat  Tribe, 
of  what  Denomination  foever. 

I  have  Reafon  to  imagine,  that  there  is  not  a  Shop 
where  Titcry,  ^.orunij  or  Gi?i  (call  it  by  v/hat  Name 
you  v/iil)  is  fold,  but  what  has  its  peculiar  Devotees, 
and  peculiar  Sect  of  P'aith.  A^nd  if  it  be  an  undeniable 
Maxim,  that  Orthodoxy  miufc  furely  be  found  where  the 
Spirit  is  mod  predom.inant,  then  the  Diiiiller  can  fur- 
nifli  us  with  Infallibility,  either  by  Wholefale  or  Re- 
tail. 

Faith  has  of  late  Years  been  bandied  about  like  a 
Ball  in  a  Tennis-Court ;  and  every  old  ¥/oman  believes, 
as  juftly  as  any  young  Le^ite^  that  fhe  has  a  Right  to 
dabble  in  Politics,  find  Fault  with  the  Adminiftration, 
and  meliorate  our  Conftitution ;  and  truly  I  think  the 
one  has  a?  legal  Pretenfions  as  the  other. 

bir 

*  Sir  ?eitr  K'ngy  who  wrote  on  th«  Apoftie's  Creed, 
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Si.  ^ohy  *  is  a  very  eminent  Lawyer,  and  took  the 
Oaths  when  tendered  to  him  ;  declaring,  that  he  defied 
any  Parliament  to  frame  an  Oath  which  he  would  refufe  ; 
for,  fays  he,  I  will  trull  G — d  with  my  Soul,  before  F 
will  truft  Man  with  my  Eftate.  How  ftupendous  is  fome 
Men's  Faith  !  no  doubt  but  the  Knight  had  an  Exube- 
rance ;  and  though  I  will  not  fay  that  he  can  remove  a 
Mountain,  yet  I  afHrm  he  has  removed  many  a  weighty 
Caufe. 

The  Creeds  of  the  Papifcs  are  innumerable ;  I  lhall 
therefore  recite  only  two  Articles  of  their  voluminous 
Catalogue,  the  Legend  which  carry  the  fureft  Face  of 
Probability  :  This  I  propofe  to  do  with  all  the  Brevity 
jmaginable. 

\  St.  Agatha  v/as  a  Virgin  of  the  ftri£lell  Virtue,  Pie- 

*  ty,  and  regular  Way  of  living  ;  fhe  was  the  Domina 

*  of  a  Nunnery,  to  which  forne  Corn-Fields  were  ap- 

*  propriated  for  the  Support  of  the  Faithful.     It  hap- 

*  pened,  that  fome  wild  Geefe  infefted  thofe  Fields, 

*  and  eat  up  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth ;  but  upon  Com- 

*  plaint  to  the  Saint,  fhe  ordered  'em  to  furrender  them- 

*  felves  Prifoners  to  the  Steward,  who  confined  the  paf- 
^  five  Enemy  in  the  Barn.    It  happened  that  one  of  the 

<  Siilerhood  was  in  a  longing  Condition,  and  yet  fhe 

*  had  preferved  her  Chaflity  ;   and  by  the  Confent  of 

*  fome  others,  killed  one  of  the  Geefe,  and  eat  it.  St. 

*  Jgatha  taking  into  Confideration  the  Sufferings  of  the 

*  Captives,  who  had  failed  forty  Days,  which  was  Pe- 
'  nance  enough,  as  fhe  thought,  difmilTed  'em  ;  hovv- 

*  ever  not  without  a  Reprimand  for  the  Sacrilege  they 

*  had  committed,  and  upon  Promife  not  to  offend  for 

<  the  future.   The  Prifoners  were  releafed,  but  hovered 

<  about  the  Nunnery  for  three  Days.  St.  Agatha  com- 
«  maeded  their  Leader  to  declare  their  Grievance^ 

*  who,  in  a  proHrate  manner,  thus  fpoke  ;  O  thou  7ner- 

*  ciful  and  forgiruing  Virgin,  fome  of  ycur  Houfhold  ha<ve 

*  killed  atid  eaten  one  cf  our  Flock,  contrary  to  the  Arti- 

*  cles  to  nvhich  ^^e  confented.    The  compafhonate  Saint 

*  inq^uired  into  the  Merits  of  the  Complaint,  and  find- 

*  ing  them  to  be  true,  commanded  the  Goofe  to  rife 

*  from  the  Jeakesy  afi'ume  its  Feathers,  which  had  beea 

'  fcafc- 

*       ^oiuiflicd  about  forty  Years  ago 'm  Irt2an4, 
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*  fcattcred  by  the  Wind,  and  join  with  its  Allbciates.% 
This  was  effected  as  foon  as  fpoken  ;  but  'tis  faid  that 
all  the  Flock  foon  turned  Tail. 

'  The  Devil  appeared  to  St.  Francis  in  the  Shape  of 

*  a  Flea,  who  being  as  nimble  as  one  of  the  French 

*  Harlequins,  (kipped  up  and  down,  to  and  fro,  and 

*  diltuibed  the   Friar  in  his  noflurnal  Lucubrations. 

*  The  pious  old  pylan,  by  inceffant  Prayer,  prevailed  ta 

*  have  Dominion  over  the  Devil,  and  coniine  him  to 
'  ftand  Centinel  on  the  Page  of  his  Book  when  he  left 

*  off  reading. 

*  This  he  did  conflantly  till  the  Time  of  his  Con- 

*  fine m en t  was  elapfed.     But  the  Devil  refolving  to 

*  tempt  him  again,  eiTayed  many  Ways  to  delude  the 

*  Saint,  but  did  not  prove  fuccefsful ;  for  the  Friar  hav- 
'  ing  a  Pov/er  given  him,  ordered  him  upon  Duty  a  fe- 

*  cond  time,  to  hold  a  Candle  in  his  Fland,  which  he 

*  was  forced  to  obey,  till  he  burned  his  Fingers  to  the 

*  Stum.ps  ;  and  then  he  was  releafed.'  Some  People 
affirm,  that  'tis  a  hard  thing  to  hold  a  Candle  to  the 
Devil,  but  fure  'tis  the  Devil  to  hold  a  Candle  to  a 
Friar.  *  However  the  reliefs  Fiend  would  not  defifl, 
'  but  (net  regarding  the  Proverb,  Beware  of  the  third 

*  7ime)  makes  anothei- EiTay,  with  all  the  Rafhnefs  and 
^  *  vain  Hopes  of  a  Modern  Tory.    The  good  Saint 

'  Francis  finding  that  wholefome  Severities  rendered  the 

*  Devil  more  obilinate  and  daring,  made  a  Noofe  of 

*  his  Girdle,  and  Hipping  it  about  Satan's  Neck,  hang- 

*  ed  him  on  a  Beam  in   the  Monaflery,  till  he  was 

*  dead,  dead,  dead.' 

I  lhali  now  haflen  to  a  Concluiion,  believing  that  a 
Word  to  the  Wife  is  fujjicient ;  and  lhall  only  give  this 
Advice  to  my  Readers, 

4. 

•  •  Cum  fccio  credere  Jivge  tiio* 

This,  I  hope,  will  not  be  looked  upon  as  an  En- 
couragement of,  or  promoting  Hypocrify  ;  for  we  ought 
10  become  all  Things  to  all  Mtriy  in  order  to  [wve  fomc. 
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"Ihe  CREED, 

IB  EL  I E  F  E  that  no  Bifhop  nor  Prefl.)vter,  Priell  or 
Deacon,  of  what  Church  or  Perfuafion  foever,  whe- 
ther England,  Ro?'ae^  or  Gene^a^  can  remit  Sins  ;  and 
he  that  pretends  to  it,  does  biafphemoufly  ufurp  the  Pre- 
jogative  of  God,  and  furreptitioufly  make  void  the  Me- 
^iatorfhip  of  Chrift, 

I  believe  that  the  Frotejtmit  Religion  is  the  moft  pure 
and  undefiled  of  any  Religion  in  the  Univerfe  ;  never- 
thelefs  it  may  admit  of  Emendations'. 

I  believe  th?X  the  Myilery  of  the  Blejfed  T^rinity  cannot 
be  proved  by:  the  Light  of  Nature  ;  and  he  that  attempts 
to  do  it  muft  be  a  Man  of  much  V anity,and  an  Impoftor. 
His  Vanity  is  manifeiled  in  alTerting  what  is  in  its  own 
Nature  ahfurd  v/hich  no  Man  of  Learning,  Piety,  and 
Integrity  ever;  ellayed ;  and  his  impofmg  upon  the 
Credulity  of  the\Vorld,  his  empty  Arguments,  Self- 
Contradi£lions,  and  ridiculous  Sophidry  declare  him  to 
be  a  Knave. 

1  believe  that  the  Inferior  Clergy  are  a  Sett  of  Ckan^ 
^>jruc€^  Sociable^  Fa/hionahle,  Spiritual  Beaus. 

1  belie^oe  that  YJm^Georgc  (whom  God  long  preferve) 
has  a  juil  Title  by  the  Lav/s  of  God  and  Man  to  the  Im- 
perial Crown  of  tliefe  Realms  i  and  that  the  Perfon  called 
the  Pretender  was  not  begotten  by  King  James,  or  came 
from  the  Body  of  his  Queen  Mary. 

I  helie^ve  that  it  is  neceffary  to  have  a  Regimen  in  the 
Church,  fuch  as  is  now  Eflablifhed ;  and  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  independent  on  the  State. 

I  belie^ve  that  the  GVr^y  exercife  a  Jurifdidion,  which 
Chrift  2.vA  his  Ape  files  never  did,  or  ever  gave  them  Au- 
thority to  do, 

/  belies' e  that  few  of  the  inferior  Clergy  adhere  to  the 
Cano7zs  of  the  Church,  or  to  the  Oaths  they  have  take^n 
or  the  Snbfcriptions  they  have  made, 

I  belie^ve  there  are  three  Things,  which  will  prove  a 
Blot  to  Old  England  for  ever  :  The  Cafe„,of  the  B^ochellers, 
the  horrid  Regicide  of  King  Charles  the  Firft^  and  the 
Sacrifice  of  the  brave  Catalans.. 
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/  belk^ve  that  Church-Organs  are  not  very  edifying  to 
fuch  who  have  wo  good  Ear,  or  Judgrnent  in  Mufic. 

/  belie^te  that  the  Nonjuring-Clergy  are  Men  of  more 
Coyifcience  and  Prchity  than  Thofe  who  for  Inferefi  Avear 
Aliegiance  to  King  George,    yet  difown  him  in  their 

Hearcs,  and  countenance  Rebelh'on.  — — -  It  <vjas  not 

my  Enemy  did  this    but  thou  7ny  Fatrdliar,  my  Friend,  and 
Acquaintance,  uohom  I  tricjied. 

I  believe  that  St.  Paul  was  no  Prevaricator,  maugre 
the  Opinion  of  Mr.  Secretary  H — gs  ;  bat  I  concur  with 
that  pious  Gentleman  in  faying  thei^j  are  many  erroneous 
Tranilations  in  the  Bible ;  and  'tis  hoped  that  he  will 
fpeedily  favour  the  World  with  his  new  Verfion  of  the 
l^e<velations  ;  a  Piece  of  many  Years  Work. 

/  helicMje  his  Subfcribers  would  rejoice  to  fee  their 
Money  returned,  or  to  have  the  long  promifed  Book. 

/  belie-ve  that  the  Apoflles  and  Primitive  Chriflians 
foon  wrought  the  Redemption  of  their  Brother's  Covering, 
when  St.  Paul  told  them  that  he  left  his  Cloak  at  Troas 
but  had  that  Declaration  been  made  in  our  Days,  I Be^ 
lieue  it  might  have  laid  dormant  till  Moth-Eaten, 

I  believe  it  v/as  once  deemed  a  Crime  to  fpeak  in  Fa- 
vour of  the  Hanovir  Succeffion  ;  /  Believe  fuch  evil- 
Times  will  never  return. 

/  believe  I  fhall  not  be  hanged  for  plotting  againft  his^ 
Maj eRy  King  George,  or  any  of  his  Family^,  being  Pro- 
teiiants. 

/  believe  it  is  no  Crime  to  drink  to  the  Memory  of 
the  Dead,  efpecially  to  a  certain  Monarch  lately  deceafed; 
with  Sub  million  to  that  once  great  Lover  of  Y^.ixi'gWiHiamy. 
of  e/er  Glorious  and  Immortal  Memory,  Dr.  Peter 
Brovjne,  the  prefent  Bifhop  of  Cork. 

1  believe  the  furell  v/ay  to  get  a  good  Place  is  not  to  ■ 
Sand  in  need  of  one. 

/  believe  I  fhall  difpleafe  fame  People,  and  pleafe 
others. 

/  believe  that  as  the  Corruption  of  the  Army  in  the 
late  V7ars  proceeded  from  the  many  Upftarts  who  were 
in  it,  feeing  there  were  Men  in  Commilfion,  v/ho  had  no 
other  Qualifications  to  recommend  them  than  their  being 
Pimps,  Pages,  or  Falets  ;  fo  the  Corruption  of  the  High 
Clergy  proceeded  from  the  Ordination  Beardlefs  Young 
Men,  andIndio:eut  Souls.  I 
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/  helie^oe  that  Pveligion  is  not  a  Cheat,  though  man/ 
®f  its  ProfelTors  do  jullly  fall  under  that  Denomination. 

Ihelie^ve  that  St.  Paul  fpoke  Truth,  when  he  Ciid,  Ih 
that  cc'Vets  the  Office  of  a  Bijhop  comets  a  good  Jhing, 

I hi'Iie-v eth^t  all  Men  have  Portions  in  this  World ;  and 
therefore  I  advife  them  to  follow  my  Example,  and  each 
Man  take  unto  him  a  "Wife. 

/  helie^^e  it  is  better  to  Marry  than  Burn  \  yet  Mar- 
riage produces  many  a  Heart  Burn, 

Ihelie^je  that  a  Rich  Man's  getting  into  a  Shop-keeper'? 
Book  is  like  a  Lawyer's  getting  diFoot  into  a  poor  Man's- 
Ellate  ;  if  he  can  make  no  farther  Encroachment,  he  will 
be  fure  to  keep  his  FofTeirion. 

/  helieije  that  Daniel  de  Foe  was  in  the  Right  when  he^ 
faid, 

Of  all  the  Plagues  njjlth  wohich  Mankind  are  curf^ 
Ecclefiaftic  Tyranny  s  the  ^<xorfi, 

Ihelie^e  that  the  People  of  England  talk  more  of  Reli- 
gion^and  pra6life  it  lefs  than  any  oneNation  undertheSun, 

I  belies- e  that  a  ^^/^/z,  who  has  Wit,  and  a  Cow  tier  thcii's 
affable  are  as  areat  Rarities  as  a  Brace  of  IVood-cocks  at 
Mid  -fummer. 

I  believe  that  Great-Britain  is  the  Land  of  Projnfe. 

I  believe  that  Dr.  Sache^uerell  will  not  be  fobFd  ofT 
with  an  Irijh  Biihoprick. 

Ihelie^ve  that  2^  W£jhmnjfler ']xk^\Q^  has  a  good  Benefit 
Ticket. 

/  belie-ve  that  a  Day  of  Judgment  will  come,  when  the 
Secrets  of  all  Hearts  will  be  opened ;  and  then  we  fnall 
fee  'Squires  who  have  no  Right  to  their  Eilates,  Lords' 
who  have  no  Title  to  their  Honour,  and  Soldiers  whto 
fought  more  for  Interefl  than  Principle. 

/  believe  the  Pretender  will  not  want  an  Heir,  provided 
the  Polijb  Young  Princefs  be  fruitful. 

/  helienje  there  is  many  a  broad- fhouldered  bravvny- 
backed  Priefl  in  Italy  ;  and  the  Rhemijh  Bible  afTerts,  we 
may  do  F^vil  that  Good  may  c'ome  of  it. 

/  hdie^^e  the  bell  Way  to  reform  the  Age,  is  for  the 
Inferior  Clergy  to  begin  a  Reformation  of  themfelves. 

/  believe  that  the  C%ar  will  be  glad  to  make  Peace, 
when  the  Squadrons  of  England  and  the  Allies  appear  in 
the  Baltich. 

I  belie^ve  that  the  Regulation  of  the  Army  v/as  very  a- 
propos.  i 
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/  believe  there's  as  mucli  Honefty  in  a  Stock  ♦Jobber_j 

Sincerity  in  a  Jew,  or  Chaftityin  a  Bawd-. 

/  belie^ve  that  Exchange -Alley  has  rained  more  Families^, 
than  the  Groom-Porters  or  the  Royal-Oak-Lottery, 

I  belie've  we  have  xtry  good  Laws,  but  very /// exe- 
cuted. 

/  belie^je  that  many  a  Scoundrel  jumps  into  Prefer- 
ment, while  many  a  Loyal  Poor  Gentlemen  lofes  his 
Aim. 

Ibelie^ve  there  is  little  Regaid  to  Merit.  -Gold  has 

an  attra6live  Virtue, 

I  believe  there  are  more  Plays  than  are  good,  more  Ser- 
mons than  are  orthodox,  and  more  Whores  than  will  ever 
be  reclaimed. 

/  behenje  there  are  four,  I  m.ay  fay  five,  Things  in  this 
World,  which  we  fliall  not  be  troubled  with  in  the 
World  to  come.  Saucy  Valets,  Corrupted  Juries,  Per- 
jured Clergymen,  Cannibal  Creditors,  and  Scoundrel  At- 
torneys. 

/  believe  that  the  Word  Church,  an  innocent  Word  in 
its  Nature,  has  done  more  Mifchief,  than  ever  I  fear  it 
will  do  Good  ;  for  v/hen  Jrtfidly  mouth'd  by  a  Prieft,  it 
llirs  up  the  People  to  Rebellion,  and  is  made  a  Cloak 
for  Murder  and  Treafon. 

/  belie^ve  that  the  Author  of  the  Independent  Whig  is  a 
facetious,  witty,  fmart  Fellow ;  but  hang  him,  he'll  neVr 
make  Profelytes,  becaufe  he  has  fuch  an  unfeafonablc 
Knack  of  fpeaking  much  Truth. 

/  belienje  there  are  m.any,  who  go  to  Church  with  the 
fame  Intention  v/hich  draws  'em  to  a  Play-Houfe  ;  to 
fee  and  be  feen.  But  fure  he  mull  needs  be  endued  with 
the  Apathy  of  a  Stoic,  who  cannot  be  moved  with  the 
Geftures  of  Harlequin y  OV  the  Grimaces  of  Scaramouch. 

I belie^'e  there  is  as  much  Sanctity  in  a  Black-Cloak 
as  in  Black-Gown. 

/  believe  that  many  a  Man  has  paid  through  the  Nofe 
for  taking  up  Li  men  y  and  bpng  benevolent  to  his  Neigh- 
bour. 

/  belie^ue  the  Poor  Prifoners  will  greatly  rejoice  when 
the  Bill  for  the  Relief  of  Infolvent  Debtors  has  paffed. 

/  belie^ve  if  every  one's  Faults  were  wrote  i\\  the  Fore- 
head, Maflcs  vi'ould  be  much  more  in  Fafhion  than  Hoop- 
Petticoats.  / 
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/  bclle've  that  he  who  has  a  ^ood  Wife  ought  to  make 
much  of  her  ;  for  'tis  a  thoufand  to  one  if  e'er  he  gets 

ci?2other. 

I  helicTe  that  he  who  marries,  docs  well ;  but  he  who 
does  not  marry,  may  do  better.-  And  if  there  be  no 
Har?mny  without  a  Dijfonanty  Matrimony  mail  fure  be 
a  pleafant  State. 

/  belie've  if  there  be  any  fuch  Place  as  Purgatory,  it 
Hiuft  be  in  Ne^ivgate  or  the  Marjhalfea. 

I helieue  the  Apoftles  never  took  Money  for  Baptizing 
thofe  who  required  it,  or  for  Vifiting  the  Sick  ;  I  wiih 
I  could  fay  as  much  for  all  our  inferior  Clergy. 

/  bclie<ve  I  fhall  never  become  a  Subfcriber  to  the 
Charitable  Society  in  Spring-Garden,  even  though  I  fhould 
he  'VJorth  Fifty  Founds,  and  all  my  Dehts  paid, 

I  belie^oe  I  have  very  good  Reafons  for  faying  fo. 

/  ^f//^'!'^  that  the  ^F^/;//?^/?fr  Bubble  w411  never  catcli 
lialf  as  many  Gudgeons  as  have  been  hocked  by  the  Bub- 
bles about  the  Royal  Exchange. 

I  belie've  that  the  Man  is  unworthv  to  eat  the  Kind's 
Bread,  who  refleds  on  the  late  Expedition  to  Vigo. 

I  belie^je  Mr.  La^j  is  as  much  embarralled  to  keep 
up  the  Credit  of  his  Miffiffipi  Projed:,  as  our  Neigh- 
bours the  i)' —  to  find  Ways  and  Means  to  make  good 
Deficiencies. 

I  belie^^e  that  the  Great  JthanafMs  was  not  fo  wicked 
as  fome  Writers  have  made  him  ;  and  I  believe  there  is 
no  Neceflity  for  putting  him  into  the  Kalendar. 

/  believe  he  was  not  the  Author  of  the  Creed  which 
goes  by  his  Name. 

/  believe  the  Story  is  true  of  the  Butcher's  cleaving 
the  Pericranium  of  a  Le^oite^  w  hom  he  caught  in  Bed 
with  his  Wife ;  and  that  the  Clergymian  ipoke  from 
his  Heart,  when  (upon  the  Jury's  acquitting  the  Butcher 
of  Murder)  he  faid^  If  fuch  Fhings  are  Jnffered,  there 
<nxill  be  no  Having  for  us, 

I  believe  that  Sir  Harry  Wotton  fpoke  wath  the  Spirit 
of  an  Englijh77ian,  who,  when  he  was  aficed  by  a  Monk, 
Where  <^as  your  Religion  before  Luther  ?  anfwered  with- 
out Hefitation,  In  the  Bible,  'where  yours  never  ^zvas. 

I  belie^ue  there  was  many  an  honeft  Gentleman  in  the 
Army^  who  never  faid  Amm  heartily  to  the  following 

Peti- 
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Petition  in  our  Co7?i7no7i-Frciyer-BQok Gi^ue  Peace  in  our 
^i?7ie,  O  Lord. 

I  heliei:e  that  Self-prefervation  is  the  firfc  Law  of  Na- 
ture, and  confequentiy  that  Rcfifiance  is  lawful  on  many 
Accounts,  any  thing  contained  in  Dr.  Sachc^uerelPs  Doc- 
trine to  the  contrary,  notwithftandino*. 

I  hellc^ue  that  Arljhcracy  is  inconflilent  Tv'ith  the  Con- 
ftitution  of  Great  Britain. 

I  belie^oe  there  are  many  of  our  Britijh  Youth  who 
glory  in  deflouring  a  Virgin  :  'Tis  tabbing  a  Perfon 
that's  weak  and  deiencelefs  ;  and  I  believe  the  'Mock 
JJ.ero  will  gain  as  little  Applaiife  by  the  Action,  as  a 
General  who  fliouid  draw  down  all  his  Forces  and  Ar- 
tillery, to  oblige  a  poor  Country  Village  to  furrender. 

1  bclie<ve  that  Lord  ha've  Mercy  ufon  us  ought  to  be 
writ  on  every  Man's  Door,  if  it  be  a  daTnnatle  Sin  to 
refill  upon  any  Pretence  vvhatfoever. 

/  believe  there  is  Friejl-craft  in  England,  as  well  as 
in  Fopijlo  Countries. 

/  believe  that  one  Man  cannot  ferve  two  Mailers  ;  if 
fo,  hov/  can  Pluralities  be  jufiiiied  ? 

/  believe  that  no  Ecclefiafdc  has  Power  to  force  or 
bind  Men's  Confciences. 

/  believe  there  are  more  Ways  to  Paradife-Rovj,  than 
going  through  Chelfea-College. 

I  believe  that  Three  are  more  than  One^  and  One  is  not 
as  many  as  Three. 

I  believe  it  is  better  to  continue  the  War  Vv'ith  Spain^ 
than  to  give  up  Gibraltar  or  Fort-Mahon. 

I  believe  he's  no  Friend  to  Great  Britain,  v/ho  Vv  ould 
advife  the  Surrender  of  either. 

/  believe  that  thofe  B  s  v/ere   Protellants  who 

f  gned  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majeily,  declaring  their  De- 
teilation  of  the  !ate  unnatural  Rebellion. 

I  believe  that  the  late  Duke  of  Ormo7id  repents  his  fly- 
ing from  England. 

I  believe  he  had  never  been  impeached  had  he  ftaid, 

/  believe  he  has  Reafon  to  curfe  the  Hour  in  which 
he  was  Friefl -guided. 

I  believe  that  Sca^7nony  is  a  Drug  of  the  Co7ivolvulus 
or  Caterpillar  kind ;  that  our  prefent  Sca?n7nony  is  difFe- 

reat 


3^4  ^-^^^  Creed  of  an  Independent  Whig^ 

rent  from  the  Scammony  of  the  Ancients,  and  is  adulte^ 
rated;  that  which  is  black  is  not  much  efleemed. 

/  heUe've  that  Scammony  wants  a  Corredlor,  and  is  very 
adheftn)e. 

I  believe  that  the  Compilers  of  our  Co  mm  on -Pray  cr- 
Book  were  very  fenfible,  that  every  Man  muft  needs  be 
in  a  lavgulJJving  Condition,  who  enters  into  the  State  of 
Matrimony  ;  e!fe  why  did  they  place  the  Vifttation  of 
the  Sick  immediately  after  that  Piece  of  Form.ality. 
/  believe  that  Cardinal  Jlbercni  is  in  Li m.  Pat, 
I  believe  that  the  Jacobite  Fadicn  do  not  relilh  his 
Confinement. 

/  believe  there  are  many  in  Places  of  Profit,  who  were 
averfe  to  the  Hanover  SuccefTion. 
/  kelieve  I  could  name  fome. 

/  believe  a  perpetual  Motion  may  be  found  at  BiU 

Vui^fQ-ate, 

1  believe  xkiZt  fomie  of  our  inferior  iJ/^/^  C/^ro;)/  have 
ftudied  Pvhetoric  in  the  Billing/gate  Gram?nar, 

I  believe  that  too  much  Learning  will  ne'er  make 
'em  mad. 

I  believe  that  Tory  ztA 'Traitor  begin  with  a  Letter,  fo 
do  Prif ft -craft  and  Perjury,  , 

/  believe  I  need  not  paufe  long  to  determine,  whether 
they  are  fynonimous  Terms. 

/  believe  that  to  f  nd  out  a  Longitude ,  a  Man  would  do 
w  ell  to  attend  a  Law-Suit  in  the  Chancery  of  Ireland, 

I  believe  that  a  Woman  is  generally  at  the  Bottom  of 
Mifchief,  and  that  great  Mifchief  is  generally  at  the 
Bottom  of  a  Woman. 

I  believe  I  could  prove,  by  the  Rule  of  Good-fello^K)- 
fmp^  that  a  Beau  makes  a  Figure  only  among  Cyphers,  and 
that  he  is  a  Cypher  among  Figures. 

I  belie^K^  that  my  very  good  Friend,  Mr.  Congreve^ 
was  in  the  Right,  when  he  queilioned  whether  the  Bible 
faved  more  Souls  in  Wefminfer-Mbcyy  than  it  damned 
in  M^efmi72jler'BalL 

I  beli^^^e  that  fome  Lords  are  wife,  and  fome  are 
otho-vjife. 

I  believe  that  Father  Abraham  was  older  than  his  Son 
Ifaac, 

I  bdie've  that  three  Groats  make  077e  Shilling,  and 
not  three  Shillings.  /  be- 
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/  believe  that  the  Jnafhe?nas  of  our  inferior  Clergy 
are  not  ratified  in  Heaven  ;  and  that  there  is  a  Power 
on  Earth  which  can  reverfe  them,  maiigre  the  Opinion 
of  the  charitable  and  meek  Dr.  Sache^erell. 

I  belie-ve  that  the  faid  Gentlemen  love  Eating  and 
Drinking  as  well  as  their  Neighbours. 

/  believe  that  fome  Lords  deferve  to  be  Ken?nurized 
who  now  fleep  in  a  whole  Skin, 

/  beli-e^ue  that  Gregg  was  a  Fool  and  a  Traitor. 

/  belie've  —  — 

Sat  ejl  quod  fuffcit» 

There  are  nonjo  in  the  Prefs,  and  ^jjill  fpeedily  he  ftihlijhed^ 
the  follo'v:irig  Booh,  viz, 

i.^T*^HE  Irdependency,  Supremacy,  and  Divinity 

X    of  the  P          Clergy  ailerted.     By  Harry  of 

Holhourn, 

2.  A  Canker  in  fome  Men's  Ellates,  or  the  Necellity 
of  reftoring  Ahhy-Lands.  By  St.  Michael  of  Hammerfmitb^ 

3.  Faith  without  Reafon  :  Or,  The  Laity  have  no 
Right  to  their  Senies.   By  the  wealthy  Dean  of  C  

4.  Modern  and  orthodox  Inconfiflenciea :  Or,  Fapijis 
better  PViends  to  the  *  Church  than  DiJ/ejiters,  By  Luke 
Frcfoytcr, 

5.  St.  Peter  robbed  of  his  Keys:  Or,  the  Porters  of 
Heaven  found  guilty  of  Fraud  and  Corruption.  By- 
twelve  Laymen. 

6.  An  Argument  proving  that  to  preach  the  Lawful- 
nefs  of  Vice  and  Immorality,  is  the  moft  effedlual  Me- 
thod to  prevent  thofe  Evils.  By  a  Lover  of  the  Mathe^ 
matics.  « 

Nitimur  in  Fetitum, 

7.  The  Clergy  reformed.    A  very  valuable  Piece* 

Diu  multumq\  deader  at  urn  % 

*  Qu.  What  Church  f 
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Friejlianity :  or^  A  View  of  the  Difparky 
between  the  jlpojiles  and  the  Modern  in- 
ferior Clergy. 

By  the  Author  of  "the  Creed  of  an  Independent 

Whig. 

Anno  1720. 
The  PREFACE. 

CT^O  fro7note  Peace  arid  ^ietnefs,  to  endea^vour  a  Re- 
conciliation  a??wng  Neighbours^  is  undoubtedly  a  Duty 
incumbent  on  all  Mankind    hut  furely  They,  njjho  call 
themfel'ves  the  Sernjants  of  the  Lord,  the  SucceJJbrs  and 
Follonjjers  of  the  Apoilles,  are  under  a  double  Obligation  to 
ferform  this  Chriilian  Office,    If  'vje  make  a  Scrutiny  into 
the  Adlions  and  Ingratitude  of  the  Inferior  Clergy,  nx)e 
pall  find,  that,  Fiper-like,  they  attempt  to  firing  the  Bo» 
fom,  nvhich  took  Compafijton  on  them,  nourifihed  the?n,  and 
ga<ve  them  ( as  it  ^ere )  fiecond  Lifie.    If  ^ve  fiearch  fior  the 
Original  ofi  our  domefiic  Feuds  and  petty  Quarrels  ^  <ive  fall 
dfconjer  that  they  are  caifed  by  the  Chaplain,  or  one  ofi  his 
^rihe  ;  at  leaf  it  n/jill  appear,  that  he  nvas  the  Encou- 
rhger,  ifi  not  the  Author,  ofi  the?7t.    When  a  Shepherd  ivill 
iittriift  a  V/ olf  ^:ith  the  Care  ofi  his  Flock,   then  I  fioall 
confient  that  a  Priefi  may  be  Superintendant  ofifny  Family, 
Whether  it  he  by  Nature  or  Co7npa^,  I fi? all  not  at  pre- 
fient  inquire  ;  hut  it  is  demonfirable  beyond  ContradiBion^ 
that  a  Prieil  is  no  fiooncr  admitted  into  a  Family,  than  he 
begins  to  worm  hi7?fielfi into  e^ery  Secret ;  and  "vjhen  he  has 
difconjered  their  Failings  (fior  ujho  is  there  that  does  not 
fall  fe'ven  Times  e^efy  Day  P  J  he  lords  //  o^er  them  ivith 
a  fiupercilious  Countenance,  and  haughtily  ufiurps  an  arbi" 
trary  S^ay.    He  glories  that  he  has  it  in  his  P chaser  to 
create  Quarrels,  and  fio?7ient  Animofities ;  he  expeds  great 
Advantage  firom  troubled  Waters,  and,  ifi  Threats  ^ill 
not  pr^^aih  creates  Di'vifions  in  the  Family^  difiunites  the 
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AJfeiit'ons  ( thofe  mutual  Bands  of  ha7^momous  Wedlock ) 
andfcruples  not  to  put  afunder  whom  God  has  joined. 
But  thcfe  fpirituai  Bufy-bodies  do  often  7neet  ^ith  Funijht 
??ient ;  though  not  in  "proportion  to  their  De?nerit :  The  good 
Man  of  the  Family  (to  ufe  the  Country  Phrafe )  perceiving 
the  F ricks  and  Artifices  of  the  nx^ellfed  Levite  ( not  to 
7nention  his  A77iours  and  hitrigues )  glues  him  a  Dimittis, 
and  reduces  hi?n  to  his  primitive  NeceJJlty  of  Preaching 
and  Praying  for  Bread. 

If  as  due  Care  n.vas  taken  in  the  Execution  of  our  La^zvs^ 
as  in  the  Enafting  them,  it  <vjould  conduce  much  to  the  Pre^ 
fer'vation  and  Contiiiuajice  of  that  Oeconomy  and  good  Or- 
iUr,  that  Amity  and  even  2  emper^  ^vhich  is  requifte  in 
every  Fa?mly.  There  is  a  Penalty  cn  every  Mafier  and 
Mijtrefs,  vsho  fiall  take  any  Servants  vjithout  a  Certifi- 
cate of  their  good  Behaviour  fro?2t  the  Perfon  by  vjhom 
they  v:ere  lafi  employed  j  and  this  Lav:  vuas  thought  to  be 
fo  reaf enable  and  jtfi  in  its  Nature  [and  vjho  cait  make 
any  Ohjedion  to  it  ? )  that  it  affeBs  all  Men  alike :  The 
highefi  !^Mlity  are  as  liable  to  this  Pe^ialty^  as  the  inferior 
SubjecJs.  If  therefore  they^  voho  are  refolved  to  keep 
Chaplains  ( vjhether  from  a  Motive  of  Pride and  to  gai7i 
the  Efteem  of  the  IVorld^  or  for  FaJhionfaMe  only )  ^vould 
demand  a.  Certificate  from  fuch  as  cringe  for  the  Ojffice  ; 
v:e  fipould  find  -Levites,  <^vho  could  produce  Credenti- 
als fufiicient  to  intitle  them  to  a  fecond  Receptiojt,  -Befides, 
much  Co72fiufion  and  Heart-burnings  might  be  avoided  by 
co7nplying  vjith  this  Lavj  ;  and  much  more  be  prevented^ 
if  no  Priefl  voere  ad7nitted  to  dire  Si  or  diHate  to  a  Fa^ 
?nily,  but  vjhen  he  appears  in  his  confecrated  Afyhim. 

A  Levite,  take  him  in  the  Capacity  of  a  Chaplain  or 
Parifh-Prieil,  is  but  a  menial  Servant ;  and  I  have  met 
nvith  one  onlyy  ( and  never  heard  of  another)  voho  vjas 
fo  juft  to  his  ovjn  Confidence^  a7id  ingenious  to  the  Worlds  to 
ccnfiejs  that  ujideniahle  Pofition,  Will  they  preach  or  pray 
vnthout  Hire  ?  No.  Will  they  guide  and  direSl  you  voith" 
cut  a  Revjard  P  No,  Are  they  not  maintained  by  the  Pa^ 
rijh,  or  by  fuch  Perfions  voho  unhappily  take  them  into  their 
Houfies  P  No  Man  can  deiiy  it.  Why  therefiore  fiould  they 
difiovjn  the  Appellation  vohich  their  Wages  intitle  the?n  to  ? 
We  can  ofijtgn  no  other  Reaf  on  than  a7i  innate  Difpofition  fa 
Pride  and  Arrogance,    If  they  vjcre  kept  at  that  Difiance^ 
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njjhich  is  ahfolutely  7teceJ/ary  for  the  Hiunillatlon  of  a  S^r- 
wanty  they  njjould  be  tnore  inaiinerly  and  lefs  afpiri7ig,  A 
fojnpered  Chaplain  fatters  himfelf  wcith  han.'i7ig  as  much 
Kight  to  my  LadyV  Favours  as  her  Lap-dog,  and  no 
doubt  but  he  fzvould  ^willingly  fupply  his  Place ;  "vjhile  the 
Parifh-Priefl:,  through  our  Indulgence  and  Fajniliarity^  firft 
affumes  to  be  our  Equals  aiid  then  commands  Admittance  to 
our  Wives  and  Daughters.  There  is  one  Thing  vcorthy  of 
our  hotice,  clean  Strai-v  a7id fender  Diet  ( to  fpeak  in  the 
Language  of  Sportfmen )  preferves  a  8pa72iers  Nofe,  a7id 
caufes  him  to  remember  his  Duty. 

/  knovj  not  a72y  SubjeSl  vjhich  is  fo  liable  to  Laugh" 
ter  and  Ridicule,   no  'lopic,  <zvhich  lays  fo  jufli fable  a 
Foundation  for  Banter,  as  to  hear  the  Inferior  Clergy  af- 
firm, that  they  are  indued  uuith  the  Holy  Ghoft.    If  they 
ftudied  to  do  Religion  a  Dijfervice,  they  could  not  mere  ef- 
fe finally  axcomplijh  it,  than  by  fuch  an  Affertion.    I  ouun, 
iftdeed,   that  they  pretend  as  m.uch  to  Religion,   as  the 
Warming-pan  Gentleman  does  to  the  Crovjn  of  Great- 
Britain  ;  but  their  Actions  manifeft  a  Diftrufi  of  their 
DoSirine,  and  run  counter  to  their  ovjn  Rules.  From  vjhat 
Period  of  Time  do  they  date  the  Gift  of  hifpiration  ? 
From  the  Moment,  no  doubt,  of  their  Ordination  :  It  ivill 
follc'iv,  therefore,  that  all  vjho  receive  Holy  Orders,  are 
mdued  vjith  that  divine  Bleffing.      If  this  he  granted* 
then  it  is  itnpojjible  for  a  Prieft  to  preach  or  vjt^ite  amifsy 
iOr  indeed  to  be  guilty  of  ajiy  Cri?ne,     But  <we  are  con- 
'vinced  by  Experie72ce,  that  they  preach  a7id  vjrite  vjhat 
is  -7iQt  Orthodox,  and  lead  enormous  and  irregular  Lives  : 
From  v)hence  it  is  evident,  that  they  pretend  to  have  that 
heavenly  Gift,  vohich  they  have  not. 

Can  the  Holy  Ghofl  j^^^y^  vjith  a  double  Tongue  ?  No 
Man  fure  v^ill  be  fo  prefumptuous  to  ovjn  fuch  gla/riiig  Blaf 
p)he7ny  :  And  yet  voe  mufl  give  Credit  to  this,  if  v^e  believe 
i.r  c.chiQvjledge  theTnho,  of  Levi  to  be  infpired.  For  let  us 
enquire  into  the  Tenets  of  the  Priefls  of  Rome,  and  thofe 
of  England  ( omitti72g  all  others)  and  vje  fiall fi72d  them  as 
cppofte  to  each  other  as  North  to  South  ;  Yet  no  Man  %vill 
de?iy  the  Validity  of  their  Ordination.  Nay,  let  us  compare 
the  Dodri72e  of  our  Englifh  Priefts  vjith  072e  another,  and 
n.ve  fall fndthe?n  to  clajh  violently  ;  fo  thatvje  are  brought 
tmder  this  Dilemma,  that  the  Holy  Ghofl  ^ontradi^s  him- 
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felf^  or  the  Priejis  are  not  i7ifpir6d :   It  is  execrable  Blaf*  ' 
phemy  to  ajfcrt  the for77ier^  and  a  bold  hut  neceiTary  Truik 
to  a^rm  the  latter, 

^It  is  impojjihle  to  foretcl  'what  may  he  the  Fate  of  the 
(nfxing  Treat ije hut  if  1  ^j: ere  cert ai'ri  that  it  ^cvould  ?neet 
an  ill  Receptio7i  from  the  Worlds  yet  it  fpould  not  gi^e  ine 
the  leafi  Uneafi?iefs.  I  am  fcnfhle,  that  many  a  Book  has 
fyen  made  a  Sacrifice  for  telling  'i.K^hat  is  [improperly 
called^  unfeafonahle  Truth ;  hecaufe  [like  a  Mirror)  it  dif- 
co^vers  thofe  Deformities,  ^hich  Flattery  might  hanje  --uav" 
nijhed  o^uer. 

When  I  h  eh  old  a  Priell  'with  fo  much  SanSiity  in  his 

CiOUnte^zance^  that  it  -portends  the  D  /  and  all  of  ■ 

in  his  Heaj't,  it  calls  to  my  Remembrance^  njjhat  Hifiory- 
informs  us  of  a  certain  .Apple  in  the  Eallern  Parts  of  the 
World :  This  Fruit  has  a  beautiful  Outfde,  <ujhcfe  Tempta-- 
tion  is  fo  'TJcry  firoro-^  thai  it  allures  many  an  unwary 
Tra^veller  to  partake  of  its -  hidden  Poifon,  As  therefore 
Gur  Nature  is  fo  eafy  to  be  impo fed  upon,  ^uoe  ought  to  be  've- 
ry circumfpeB ,  and  guard  ourfelnjes  from  the  Wiles  and  So" 
phiftry  o/^Prie.ftcraft.  And  indeed  it  behooves  us  to  be  doubly 
nvatchful,  and  keep  a  frill  Eye  upon  our  Children,  ivhen 
woe  fuffer  them  to  he  tutored  by  a,  Prieft,  or  i^nbibe  their 
^Sentiments.  For  ive  knoiv  by  <vjoful  Experience,  that  they 
fwill  infufe  fuch  Principles  into  the^n,  as  are  mofi  cofffi  '- 
ent  nvith  Priejtly  Interefi,  and  ^vill  ad'vance  their  PoiK/er 
and  Authority. 

There  is  not  one  Obfervation  in  this  Book,  but  might 
furnijh  Matter  enough  for  a  large  Volume  ;  hut  I  hanje 
ufed  alf  the  Brevity  imaginable,  becaufe  I  ^ould  not  tire 
my  Reader  nvith  dnjjclling  too  long  upon  the  fame  Subjed, 
nor  be  thought  to  aggra<vate  the  Crime,  ^jshich  I  endea- 
vour to  expofe. 

As  I  ha've  no  perfonal  Pique  againft  any  Clergyman,  or 
againfl  the  Body  of  the  Clergy  in  general,  fo  I  cannot 
jullly  be  charged  <vjith  ^Jjriting  out  of  Ennjy  or  Re^uenge 
7uy  fole  Intent  being  only  to  expofe  their  Vices,  in  hopes 
they  njjill  one  Day  connjince  us  of  a  thorough  Reformation  : 
And  it  is  7ny  conftant  Cufiom  to  put  forth  fo7ne  pious  Eja- 
culation, fo  I  befeech  Almighty  God,  that  as  Charity  co'vers 
a  Multitude  of  Sins,  he  'vjould  four  doivn  a  double  For" 
tion  of  this  Bleffing  on  all  Priefls,  n^ijhQ  are  in  fo  great 
Need  of  it.  R  3  Mr. 
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Mr.  Collier  tells  us,  that  Chaplains  are  like  fe  many 
Houfhold-Gods,  aud  ought  to  he  efietmed  ps  fiich  :  To 
nvhich  Orthodox  F^eport  I  readily  confent.  But  tho'  this 
'-was  intended  as  a  Cc/Ufliment  to  his  Re-'ocrend  Brethren, yety 
■in  my  Opinion,  there  cannot  he  a  wore  fenjere  Satyr  agai^ijl 
them.  For  "^we  are  fenfihle,  that  ihe  Houfhold  Deities  of 
the  Ancients  nxjere  errant  Blockheads,  kept  more  for  Show 
thanJJk ;  they  had  nothing  in  them,  and  nx^erejufly  deemed 
to  be  Lumber,  and  fuperfiitious  Trumpery.  J77d  indeed 
if  en}ery  Chaplain  had  ^/j  Sportula,  as  his  Of  ice  naturally 
requires^  each  Family  might  fare  the  better,  and  the  Sandti- 
£ed  Interloper  ^ould  learn  Humility. 

//  mjas  cuftomary  nvith  Archhifhop  Laud  to  fay,  that  he 
hoped  to  fee  the  Time,  when  ne'er  a  Jack  Gentleman 
in  England  fliould  dare  to  iland  before  a  Clergyman 
with  his  Hat  on.  ^uch  an  haughty  a7id  imperious  Ex- 
frefion  manifejled  ihe  genuine  Sp'*.it  of  the  Sons  of 
High-Church;  And  no  douht  hut  this  Upjlart,  Semi-Pro- 
tefiant  Prelate,  nxjould  ha<ve  endea^ooured  to  fulfill  his  Hopes  y 
had  not  God  Almighty,  thro''  his  infinite  Goodnefs,  thought 
ft  to  cut  him  f^ort,  and  deli'ver  our  World  from  fuch  a 
Plague,  But  in  Pet  urn  to  his  grace! efs  Gxz.Qts  meek  and 
hufnble  Wijh,  the  Author  of  the  following  Pages  heartily 
and  fern)  e7itly  defires,  that  a  Day  may  fpeedily  ccme,  <vjhen  ne'^sr 
a  Scoundrel  ^ho  pretends  to  Di'vinity,  [fzvhether  a  Strip- 
pling,  or  an  O'vergro^^n  Penfioner'\  Jhall  be  admitted  into 
the  Company  of  his  Betters,  be  they  Gentle?nen  or  Peafants^ 
except  he  fuppUcates  <ivith  his  Hat  in  his  Handi  e^en  tho^ 
he  he  equipped  njjith  his  Spiritual  Harnefs. 

I  am  the  7ncre  f anguine  in  fny  Expectations,  hecaufe  I  per* 
cei've  that  the  Britifh  Spirit  begins  to  re-affume  its  Reafon  ; 
that  it  Jhakes  off  the  Bigotry  of  Prieilcraft,  and  daily  dif 
efieems  the  Delufion  of  jugling  Im/pofors,  Can  there  be  a 
greater  Slur  upon  an.  Englilhman,  than  to  fay  that  he  dares 
to  a£t  bravely,  yet  dares  not  to  think  freely  ?  Is  not  Liber- 
ty of  the  Mind  preferable  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Body  ?  If 
therefore  "we  ha<ve  prefer ~ued  the  OwQ  from  Foreign  Enemies 
at  the  Expence  of  our  Blood  and  Treafure,  uje  ought  to  jecure 
the  Oihti'from  Domejlic  Innjaders.  And  let  us  al<njjays  lay 
before  us  this  falutary  and  glorious  Maxim, 


Non  minor  eft  virtus^  quam  qua^rere,  parta  tueri. 
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It  ni'DuId pu^%Ie  the  'vjifeji  Heads^  in  the  XJ77.lv erfe  to  ac^ 
cvunt  for  the  DefeSiion  among  his  Majejly's  SuhjeEis^  aitd the 
Alie7iafiD7i  of  their  Allegiance,  did  they  not  conf.der  the  Pq^zv- 
er  ofVv\Q\i\y  Men.  The  bad  Clergy  are  like  fo  jnany  male- 
wolent  Planets^  <which  Jhed  their  baleful  Lifluence,  and  affeSi 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  World  ;  And  hoiv  many  are  there, 
rjjho  eagerly  fivalloiv  n/jhate-ver  proceeds  from  the  Mouth  of 
a  Frieft  ?  They  take  for  good  Food  and  nvholefo?ne  'Nourijh^ 
f7ient.  "ivhat  they  too  often  fnd  by  Experience  to  he  rank  Poi- 
fon  to  their  Minds.  Such  are  the  direful  EffeBs  of  Bigotry 
and  the  Want  of  Thought  !  Such  the  pernicious  Confequence 
of facrificing  our  Reafon  to  the  arbitrary  haughty  Will  of 
an  afpiring  Cliorahite  I  -  ~ 

Ho^do  like  Patriots  and  Britons  did  the  People  in  the 
Well  behave  themfel^es  at  the  Time  of  the  Revolution  ! 
They  ^jere  truly  fen f  hie  that  they  muft  inenjitably  have  facri- 
fced  their  Religion,  Liberties^  and  Properties  to  the  Hu7?iour 
of  Tyranny,  had  they  not  joined  King  William  ^d'X'^rGlori- 
oas  and  Immortal  Memory.  And  indeed  Tu:elve  l^ears 
are  not  elapfed,  fince  thofe  very  People  (of  my  cnvn  Knon,v- 
ledge  I fpeak  it )  retain  d  a  juft  Senfe  of  thofe  inefiimahle 
Blefjtngs,  <vjhich  their  Monarch  had  fecured  and  confirmed 
to  thera  :  Nor  did  they  fail  tb  mavifef  their  Gratitude,  and 
achiovoledge  the  Goodnefs  of  their  Benefadtor  npjith  unfeigned 
Hearts,  upon  every  Occafon, 

But  alas  I  Tempora  mutantur  And  hovo  many  of 

thefe  once  Glorious  Men  have  [to  their  eter  rial  Shame )  con- 
verted their  Loyalty  into  Rebellion  I  The  \jna?ii7nity,  Love 
and  Ajfe£iion,  ^which  vjas  formerly  fo  corfpicuous  a?7iong 
them,  is  ncvj  changed  into  Difcord,  Hatred,  a?id  burning 
Envy,  They  vjill  not  hearken  to  F^eafon,  nor  f{ffer  them- 
f elves  to  be  convinced  of  their  Errors ;  no  Arguments  can 
prevail  v:iih  the??i,  or  the  plaineft  Demonf  rations  work  up- 
cn^em.  '^ihey  are  flupid  and  ohfinate,  a?id  will  not  be  un- 
deceived: They  have  Eyes,  but  fee  7iot ;  Ears,  and  hear  not  : 
Which  confrfns  the  follovoiiig  Ohfervation,  that  they  who 
?tre  dcbauch'd  in  their  Principles,  will  quickly  be  fo  in 
their  Intelleduals. 

X,  ow  if  we  eriquire  into  the  Time  and  Caufe  of  this  un- 
happy and  deplorable  Metainorphofs,  we  Jh  all  quickly  be  able 
to  give  entire  Satisfaction  in  thofe  Particulars.  Whig  and 
Tory,  High-Church«;2^Low-Church,  \JVords  of  Ignominy^ 
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indented  to  nourtjJ?  Fa  ft  ion']  nvere  ferfeB  Strar.gers  to  our 
Ears.,  cr  at  haft  grc<wn  ohfclete,  and  buried  in  Ohli^ion  j 
kut  njjhen  the  Spiritual  Hydra  began  to  belch  forth  his 
Poifon,  <ivhen  the  Convi(Pced  Priefl  n^vent  his  Prcgrefs^  the 
Air  fwas  corrupted  ^ith  his  Breath.,  and  the  fell  Contagion 
fpread itfelf  far  and  near.  The  Snakes,  njjhich  had  lain  fo 
hng  in  th^  Grafsj  began  to  fhciv  their  Heads.,  and  hifs  ; 
they  flung  many,  and  did  much  Mifchicf  for  the  Space  of 
four  Tears,  or  thereabouts  :  But  Pro'vidence  deprinjed  them 
of  their  Sting  in  due  Seafon,  and  nonv  the  Party-coloured 
Animals  <3;r^infignilicant. 

Had  this  fturdy  Boutefeu  been  endued  njuith  ajufl  Senfe  of 
the  Prieffhcody  he  mufi  needs  ha<ve  kncnvn,  that  Hufnility  nx'as 
ene  of  the  fundamental  Pillars  that  fupported  it  ;  and  confe^ 
^uently  that  he  nxjas  flapping  her  Foundation,  Dchen  he  rode 
in  Triumph  round  the  Country  ( rejoicing  in  the  Pride  of  his 
Heart)  attended  n^ith  factious  Crowds,  and  received  by  dif- 
iiffeSled  Magiflrates,  But  had  he  been  treated  according  to 
his  Demerit,  a  Cat -ofl-nine -tails  and  a  Cart  'would  hanje 
graced  him  better,  and  his  Progrefs  ought  to  haue  been  from 
Newgate  to  Tyburn. 

prom  hence  ive  may  date  the  JExz.  of  all  thofle  Animofl,ties 
CTid  Heart'burni?igs,  thofle  Di'vifons,~S editions  ajtd  RehelHo7is^ 
*which  han)e  plagued  our  Sion  :  And  as  they  had  their  frft 
Rifle  from  the  Pulpit,  fo  they  are  as  wickedly  and  indufiri- 
cufly  fomented from  Pulpits  or  private  Con'verflation  to  this 
Day. 

I  do  not  fo  mii<h-woonder,  that  the  Vulgar,  and  more  i III- 
teratg  Part  of  the  Kingdom  ^a^ere  fleduced  and  deluded  n^ith 
the flpecious  andfalfle  "Notion  of  the  Chxurch  being  in  Danger, 
n,vhen  IrefeSiy  that  too  many  Men  of  Parts  and  Educatioji 
fell  under  the  fame  Infatuation  :  But  that  they  fhould  fill 
continue  tinder  that  Deluflon  is  unaccountable. 

If  the  Church  had  no  better-Friends  to  proteB  aiid  flupport 
her  than  black  Guard,  nAje  might  jufllyflay^  that  flhe  ivere 
in  Danger  ;  hut  as  it  is  maniflefl,  that  flhe  flourifhes  under 
the  Guardianfhip  of  the  hefl  and  mo  ft  pious  of  Princes,  to  H.  m 
furely  <v:e  ought  to  return  our  (incere  and  hearty  Thanks^ 
and  pay  the  Allegiance  and  Lonje  to  Him,  "vohich  our  Duty 
requires  from  us,  and  our  Religion  calls  iipo7t  us  to  perform. 

As  the  inferior  Clergy  call  themflelves  the  Phylicians 
of  the  KiOvX,  flo  they  ought  to  coizfi^ie  themfel'ves  to  that  par- 
ticular PraSlice  ;  but  when  they  deviate  flrom  this,  and  pre- 
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iaid  to  a  Knonvledge  of  ^johat  is  heyond  their  Sphere^  they 
tnay  truly  be  called  fpiritual  Quacks,  and  no  Regard  ought 
to  be  paid  them.  He  runs  a  great  Rifque  'who  'ventares 
himfclf  under  their  Majiagement ;  and  ten  to  one  but  he 
comes  off  a  Sufferer  i?i  the  F^nd. 

NotivithJiandi?2g  the  Cafe  is  fo  plain  and  undeniable,  yet 
they  ha've  ri'vetted  the7nfelnjes  into  the  good  Opinion  o  f  the 
com7non  Herd,  'who  ?iot  allowng  themfel'ves  Time  to  think^ 
place  an  i?nplicit  Faith  in  thefe  E?npirics ;  and  not  admits 
ting  the  Adnjice  of  able  Judges  and  found  Fraditioners^ 
their  Wounds  ??iuj}  tur?z  to  a  Gangrene.  So  Mountebanks^ 
ly  their  Affurance  and  Volubility  of  Tongue,  ^end  their 
poifonous  Rackets  at  a.  cheap  Rate,  and  ingratiate  them- 
fel-ves  njjith  .  the  Vulgar  \  ^ujhile  regular  Phyfcians  anj- 
Surgeons,  ivho  make  the  Health  of  Man  their  Study,  are 
laughed  at  -and  defpifed,  their  Praftice  fofponed,  and  their 
falutary  Prefcriptions  and  Medicines  fet  at  nought^  under" 
^jalued,  and  7tegleSled, 

An  ill  Story  in  the  Mouth  of  a  Clergyman  runs  like 
Hedge-firing  from  one  to  another,  till  it  has  paffed  the 
ivhole  Line  :  And  no  Conf  deration  is  had,  whether  there 
are  any  jufiifable  Grounds  for  fuch  a  calumnious  Rumour^ 
A7id  indeed  if  they  <will  7iot  fpare  their  onxn  Fraterfiity^ 
( as  ^cve  haue  a  receiit  Inftance  of  their  not  doing  fo,  in  a. 
late  Contro'verfy  among  the  DoBors  of  the  Church  ; )  honxf 
fjould  the  Laity  expert  to  fnd  better  garter  fro?n  fuch 
Hands,  Fama  vulgi  is  a  <iveak  and  bad  Foundation,  yef 
ive  kno<w  that  too  m,any  Reputations  hanje  bee/i  facrifced 
upon  no  other  Proof:  So  that  futh  Clergyfuen,  n}jho  gi^-ve  a 
Loofe  to  their  Tongues,  and  mangle  a  Mans  Char  after,  may 
not  improperly  he  called  Spiritual  Butchers. 

He  that  relates  a  Tale  to  any  of  the  inferior  Clerg};", 
nx)ith  a  Defegn  that  it  Jhould  pafs  no  further,  ivill  find 
himfelf  miferably  baulked  in  his  Expedation  :  It  could  not 
poffibly  fpre  ad  further,  had  he  put  it  into  the  Gazette.  Ex- 
amples of  this  Kind  are  numerous  ;  but  I Jhall  only  mention 
one,  ^hich  is  of  the  frefef  Date, 

A  Gentleman,  'without  Premeditation,  or  any  malicious 
Intent,  told  a  young  Prieji,  in  private  Con-uerfatidn,  a  Story 
Hvhich  he  had  heard  relating  to  one  of  his  Acquaintance.  It 
is  not  proper  to  mention  the  Particulars,  becaufe  the  Words 
ore  of  a  glaring  Nature  ;  and  the  Gentkman^  I  find  [hanj- 
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ing  traced  the  Story)  is  intirely  innocent  of  nx^hat  he  is 
charged  mjith,  the  Acctifation  beljig  as  falfe  as  fcavdalous. 
Ho^ewery  the  Suckling  in  Di'vinity  gronjjing  big  ^ith  his 
"'Burden^  and  impatient  to  he  deliver ed^  hajfes  to  the  ufual 
Place  of  Rende%'vouSj  and  there  difcmhogues  hi7ujelf  to  hi^ 
Fraternity,  mjho,  you  may  refl  ajjiired^  refolued  that  the 
Story  Jhculd  not  lie  dormant,  Ho<tv  conjlftent  the  rajh  Be- 
hauiour  of  this  pious  Strippiing  ^vjas  n^:ith  good  Fellcvjjfjip 
and  Charity,  I  lea^ve  the  World  to  judge  ;  7iayy  Til  fubmit 

it  e'ven  to  his  oivn  Fricfid^s  Determination^  He  that 

has  a  Mind  to  he  further  informedj  need  go  no  farther  than 
the  Charter-houfe  CofFee-houfe,  and  afj'ociate  himfelf  ^vith 
the  Black  Locujis. 

I  little  thought,    ^uohen  I  began  this  Preface,  that  I 
JI:>ould  hanje  d^L^elt  fo  long  upon  fuch  a.  dirty-  and  unfavoiy 
SubjeSi*      I  Jhall  therefore  conclude  ^ith  the  following 
Epifle,  ^'hich  ivas  fent  to  Cardinal  AVo&xoiii  during  his  Ad.- 
7runif  ration  of  foreign  Affairs, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Eminence, 

WE  have  an  High-church  Prieft  among  us,  Vvho 
condemns  your  Politics  in  endeavouring  to 
excite  the  People  of  France  to  Commotion  and  Re- 
bellion, vv^liile  others  applaud  your  Defign  :  For  this 
Son  of  Le<vi  alledges,  that  you  have  only  copied  after 
him,  with  this  Difference :  You  adled  by  Age?tts  no 
way  qualified  for  fo  grand  an  Enterprize ;  but  he 
rode  about  the  Country,  poifoning,  a^i^ii  wocc,  xho. 
Minds  of  the  deluded  People,  who  moll  eagerly  im- 
bibed the  Venom.  Thus  he  had  [as  he  nioft  impi- 
oully  terms  it]  his  Defre  c^uer  his  Enemies,  by  ap- 
pearing  in  propria  perfond ;  v/hofe  brawny  Shoulders 
and  fmooth  Face,  recommended  him  to  the  kind 
Graces  of  the  Fair  Sex,  who  at  that  time  were  La- 
dies  of  the  Afcendant  over  their  Hufbands,  and  their 
*^  Purfes. 

To  difiipate  that  chagrin  Air,  which  is  no  way  a- 
greeable  to  a  Perfon  of  your  fanguine  Temper  and 
Vivacity,  permit  me  to  relate  a  Tavern  Jeft.     I  was 
lately  invited  to  drink  a  Glafs  at  the  Pope''s  Head ; 
"  our  Room  was  commodio^is,  our  Wine  had  a  true 
"  Flavour^  but  every  Man  complained  of  the  cold 
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Weather.  One  of  the  Company  called  for  the  Car- 
dinal,  another  for  the  Doflor^  the  Fire  being  muck 

*^  upon  a  Level  with  the  Credit  of  us  Tories,  njiz.  almoH- 
extinft.    I  could  not  for  my  Life  imagine  what  they 

*'  would  be  at,  till  I  faw  the  Drawer  come  up  with 
an  Inftrument  in  his  Hand,  ycleped  a  Fire-fan  ;  I 
quickly  perceived^  that  its  Property  was  to  7'aife  a 

"  FIa?/te  in  an  InRant.  I  fmiled  to  m.yfelf,  judging  the 
Appellation  to  be  very  a  propos, 

"  The  Queflion  was  put.   Whether  your  Eminence 

*^  could  not  lay  a  jailer  Claim  to  this  T ool of  Combuflion^ 
than  lihQ  Dctlor  P  After  a  lonq:  Debate,  it  w^as  car- 
ried  in  the  Negati^ve  ;  being  urged  fcrenuouily,  and 

"  proved  to  a  Demonftration,  that  the  Do6lor  had 
been  a  more  fuccefsful  Engineer  (and  your  Senior]  - 
in  fetting  Fire  to  the  Mines  he  had  laid,  and  i?2jlami?7g 

"  a  v/hole  Nation.  Hov/ever,  it  was  agreed,  nemine 
ccntradicente^  that  if  you  can  make  Interefl  at  Rome 
for  the  Dodlor  to  fill  one  of  the  Vacancies  in  the  fa- 
cred  College,  he  fhall  give  you  the  Right  Hand  in 
this  Affair,  and  promife  to  renounce  all  Claim  and 

"  Title  to  it  for  himfelf,  and  his  Heirs  for  ever.  |^ 
have  the  Honour  to  be 
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Priejlianity  :  Or  a  View  of  the  Bifparity  let  we  en 
the  Apojlles  and  the  modern  inferior  Clergy. 


"MIAT  the  Contempt  of  the  modern  inferior 
Clergy  increafes  daily,  is  obvious  to  every 
Man  ;  nor  will  it  be  other  wife,  Vv'hile  Men  are 


allov/ed  to  fee  with  their  own  Eyes,  and  hear  with  their 
©wn  Ears,  except  the  Sons  of  Le^vi  begin  a  R.eformation 
among  themfelves.  Vain  and  groundlefs  is  the  Caufe 
which  they  alTign  for  the  Difrefped  that  is  fhewn  to  them, 
a  Combination  of  a  Set  of  People,  who  call  them- 
felves  Free-thinkers,  to  afperfe  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Long  Petticoat  Tribe,  and  call  an  Odium  upon  them  : 
And  this,  they  fay,  is  done  without  any  judifiable  Foun- 
dation, without  any  Regard  to  their  Fundlion,  which 
ought  to  be  held  facred. 

I  know  no  Man  who  difefleems  the  Prieilhood  :  But 
Unce  there  is  almofl  a  total  Defection  among  the  Priefts, 
and  no  Sign  of  Amendment ;  fmce  they  are  become  fu- 
pine  and  indolent,  and  will  not  put  a  Stop  to  the  grow- 
ing Evil,  v/hich  may  eafdy  be  elTeded  ;  fmce  their  Prin- 
ciples are  bad,  and  their  Morals  worfe,  it  is  a  Duty  in- 
C/Jmbent  on  every  Chriftian  to  reprove  them  openly.  For 
lie  that  refpe6ls  and  countenances  fuch  Perfons,  may  be 
jullly  faid  to  approve  their  wicked  Ways,  or  at  leail  to 
encourage  them  to  perfevere  therein. 

There  is  a  Nefcio  quid  in  the  Face  of  a  good  Clergy- 
man, which  naturally  commands  Reverence  and  Re- 
fped  ;  and  he  merits  not  the  Name  of  Mcin,  who  pays 
them  not  with  Chearfulnefs.  But  there  is  fomewhat  fo 
Jour  and  diftaitefiil  in  the  Looks  of  a  bad  Clergyman, 
that  he  draws  an  Odium  from  us  inltead  of  Elleem  :  To. 
the  former  therefore  of  thefe  Gentlemen  we  are  willing, 
and  rejoice  to  grant  fuch  Honours  as  may  juitly  be  attri- 
buted to  them  ;  but  no  honeil  Man  can  allow  that  the 
latter  have  the  leaft  Pretence  to  a  Share  of  them..  God 
Almighty  feems  to  have  fet  a  Mark  upon  thefe  reprobate 
Animals,  as  he  did  upon  Cain  ;  and  which  is  hourly  vi- 
fible  in  the  fcattered  Je^s,  and  the  perjured  BaiiilFs : 
And  a§  Providence  never  did  any  thing  in  vain,  we  cer- 
tainly 
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talnly  deferve  to  be  cenfured,  if  we  neglecl  aPxd  deipiie 
fo  faiutary  a  Caution,  or  endeavour  not  to  Ihun  ixxch 
common  Enemies  to  our  Peace  and  good  Society. 

I  cannot  chime  in  with  the  black  and  numerous  Herd, 
who  would  perfaade  us,  that  an  equal  Refpedl  ouglit  to 
be  paid  to  all  Peribns  in  holy  Orders,  without  enquiring 
into  their  Worth  and  Merit.  I  muft  confefs,  that  their 
Argument  to  enforce  this  Acknowledgm.ent  feems  to  car- 
ry a  good  Colour  wiih  it,  namely,  their  being  the  im- 
mediate and  peculiar  Servants  of  Chriii :  And  therefore, 
they  fay,  we  ought  to  honour  them  for  their  Mailer's 
Sake.  Eut  with  Submiilion  to  thefe  afpiring,  pious  Men, 
w^e  m.ay  argue,  by  the  fame  Parity  of  Reafon,  that  a 
Traitor,  a  Murderer,  or  a  Profligate,  might  claim  a  due 
Deference  from  us,  becaufe  thcj  have  been  employed  in 
fome  honourable  Famiily,  or  defcended  from  ancient  ^vA 
Praife-worthy  Anceftors.  So  that  the  Argument  which 
they  bring  to  countenance,  or  rather  to  fupport  their 
Afiertion,  is  fo  far  from  being  of  any  Service  to  them, 
that  it  quite  overthrows  it  :  And  this  is  demonitrable 
from  the  following  Maxim,  v/hich  will  not  admit  a  Con-* 
tradiction  or  Exception. 

— —  ^ an  turn  can  fpe  Situs  vn  fe' 

Crimen  habet,  quanta  7najor^  qui  -pec cat  hahetur. 

Now,  Unce  thefe  Ahlramites^  thefe  falfe  Apoilles, 
would  deceive  us  with  an  Opinion  of  their  being  Succef- 
fors  to  Chriji,  and  his  Difciples ;  fince  they  claim  a  Pri-° 
viiege"  extraordinary,  and  an  uncommon  E^efped  from 
ihence  ;  I  fhall  make  a  Scrutiny  into  their  Morals  and 
Behaviour,  and  iliew  how  alien  their  Chara6ters  are  from 
the  holy  Twelve,  and  their  Brethren,  This  I  purpofe  to 
do  with  all  the  Sincerity  imaginable  ;  and  fo  ingenuous 
a  Declaration  will  furely  take  av/ay  all  Umbrage  of  Ma- 
lice or  Partiality. 

Many  fubllantial  and  very  good  Reafons  may  be 
given  for  our  Saviour's  chufmg  fuch  laborious  and  pains- 
taking Men  for  his  Apoftles  ;  to  mention  which  would 
be  digrelfive  from  my  prefent  Purpofe  ;  1  fliall  therefore 
avoid  all  Ambages,  and  begin  with  obferviag,  that  the 
Apollles  were  Men  of  fuch  a  mean  Extraftion^  that  there 

was 
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was  no  room  to  boail  of  their  Pedigree,  if  their  Incli- 
nations had  piTompted  them  to  it.  It  would  be  no  diffi- 
cult Matter  to  prove,  that  moil  of  the  Clergy  are  upon 
a  Level  v/ith  them  in  this  Particular ;  but  as  they  are 
v»^illing  that  the  cenforious  World  may  remain  in  Igno- 
rance Of  their  Affinity  to  each  other  as  to  this  Point,  I 
fliall  keep  my  Mouth  as  it  were  with  a  Bridle,  being  al- 
ways cautious  not  to  lay  a  Stumbling-block  of  OH-ence 
in  the  \¥ay  of  our  weak  Brethren.  Wherefore  I  now 
proceed  to  my  fecond  Obfervation,  namely. 

That  the  Apoitles  had  an  immediate  Commiffion  from 
Chrift  to  preach  the  Gofpel,  and  baptize  ail  Nations^ 
with  a  Power  to  remit  or  retain  Men's  Sins. 

The  Clergy  pretend  to  have  the  fame  equal  Power  and 
Authority,  though  noL"  immediately  from  Chriji  ;  for 
they  aflert,  that  their  Commilfion  is  derived  from  the 
Apoilles  by  a  long  Succeffion,  who  granted  to  their  Suc- 
ceiibrs  for  ever  fuch  Power  2,%  Chriji  had  inveiled  them 
with.  I  am  apt  to  think,  iT  any  Man  fhould  quellioii 
the  Validity  of  their  Power,  they  would  chufe  to  plead 
Prefcription  for  remitting  or  retaining  Sins,  rather  than 
be  put  to  prove  it.  Chrifi  very  well  knew,  that  he  could 
confide  in  the  Sincerity  and  Uprightnefs  of  his  Apoilles, 
when  he^^delegated  fuch  a  Power  ^  but  I  do  not  find  that 
he  entailed  it  upon  their  Heirs  and  SuccefTors ;  nor  is 
there  Reafon  to  think  he  did,  becaufe  he  forefaw  their 
Degeneracy  and  Corruption :  Therefore  the  Apoftles 
had.  no  Title  to,  and  coniequently  could  not  give  and  be- 
queath a  Power  to  their  Succeiiors,  which  v/as  lettled 
upon  them  only  during  Life.  But  to  put  the  Matter  be- 
yond Difpute,  fince  the  Clergy  do  claim  an  equal  Power 
with  the  Apoitles,  let  them  convince  us  by  an  ocular 
Demonilration,  as  our  Forefathers  were  convinced  ;  Let 
them  work  Miracles,  and  we  will  give  Credit  to  their 
Teilimony.  If  they  fail  in  the  one,  as  they  themfelves 
are  fenhble  they  do,  then  we  have  ail  the  .Reafon  and 
Juilice  in  the  World  to  conclude  them  to  be  Ufurpers 
and  Impollors  in  the  other. 

A  thn-d  Obfervation  is,  that  the  Apoilles  were  meek 
and  humble  ;   they  called  themfelves  the  Servants  of 
Chrifi    they  meddled  not  with  State  Affairs,  or  denied 
the  Authority  of  t}i^  Civil  Magillrate. 
%  '  Nothing 


PrieJlLiMy. 

Nothing  can  be  more  engaging  in  Society  than  Cour- 
teoufnefs  and  Aftability  ;  they  are  two  Qualifications  ef- 
fentialiy  necefTary  to  confiitute  a  Gentleman,  and  with- 
out which,  the  N  ame  is  an  empty  V7 ord .    Is  it  not  there- 
fore itran£;e,  that  the  modern  Clergy,  who  are  as  covet- 
ous of  the  Appellation  as  any  Men  living,  fhould  mani- 
fefi:  a  Behaviour  full  of  Pride,  Hau2:htinefs,  and  Info- 
lence.    They  ridicule  and  defpife  a  Lo-ojnefs  of  Spirit^ 
[which  Chrift  recomm.ends  to  his  Apofdes  from  his  own 
Example]  calling  it  an  Indication  of  a  vulgar  and  Ple- 
beian Soul,    Pride  is  a  Difcemper  fo  catching,  that  it  has 
inieded  the  Clerks,  and  in  time  may  reach  the  Sextons : 
Look  on  that  Lump  of  Mortality,  that  Emblem  of  a 
Chaos  Man  Hitgh,    He  thinks  that  he  (loops  very  low,, 
if  he  vouclifafes  a  Nod  to  a  Shopkeeper,  though  the  ho- 
-nefi  Tradefinan  unvails  his  Resxl,  and  makes  his  Obei-- 
fance  with  all  the  Humility  imaginable.    Now,  what 
ihall  we  fay  to  this  ?   Why,  truly,  Man  Hugh  obferves 
the  Fafh-ion,  and  treads  in  his  Mailer's  Footfteps.  He 

knows  the  old  Proverb,  ^rlm  Tram.         Y/bat  Pity  it  is- 

that  thefe  two,  who  are  upon  rifnig  Ground,  are  not 
ra'fed  higher  !  Heaven  grant  they  may  be  ad-uanced  ad- 
cording  to  Merit,  fmiCe  they  are  in  the  greatRoad  to  Pre- 
fermient. 

We  m.ay  reafonably  imagine,  that  the  Garb  of  tlie 
Apoilles  w^as  plain  and  innocent,  and  their  Deportment 
agreeable  to  their  Garb  ;  but  the  inferior  Clergy  are 
wifer  than  tlieir  PredecefTors.  They  look  upon  a  Jantce 
Air  and  Mien  to  be  excellent  Yirtiies ;  and  he  that  is  not 
a  Man  of  Mode  Vv^ill  gain  few  Frofelytes.  There  is  a  je 
7ie  f^ay  qzioy  (they  fay)  in  the  decent  Acljuflment  of  a  Cam- 
brick  Band ;  and  when  a  Spruce  Bob  is  placed  in  a  due 
Decorum,  or  v/hen  the  Ringlets  of  the  Hair  fall  in  nice 
Order,  they  manifeil  a  captivating  Power.  Is  not  a  bril- 
liant more  attractive  than  a  Cramp-ring  ?  A  Cloth-gown 
and  Cafibck  preferable  to  a  Frize-Jacket  and  Trowzers  ? 
A  fmooth-faced  Frieft,  with  his  Lilly-hand,  fixes  the 
Eyes,  and  confequently  the  Ears  of  his  Audience  ;  but 
one  of  the  Barkin  Tribe,  with  weather-beaten  Counte- 
nance, and  freckled  Fift,  would  throw  the  tender-hearted 
Ladies  of  this  delicate  Age  into  Convalfions. — Oh  !  that 
I  may  live  to  fee  [what  is  yet  in  the  Womb  of  Time] 

the 
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the  Day  when  fome  enterprizing  Son  of  the  Laudean 
Race  lliall  exchange  his  Inkhorn  for  a  Bilboa  Blade,  and 
convert  his  canonical  Kofe  into  a  white  Feather!  Who 
lhall  frequent  Operas  to  improve  his  Voice,  and  the 
Theatre  to  regulate  his  Port  and  his  Mien  !  Who  fhall 
become  a  pious  Sir  foflin^  or  a  holy  Sir  Courtly  ! 

A  farther  Manifeilation  of  the  wide  Difference  be- 
tween the  Apoitles  and  the  Clergy  is,  that  the  latter  do 
ambitiouily  arrogate  to  themfelves  the  T'itles  of  Shepherds 
cf  our  Sou  Is  J  and  Heauen  s  Amhajfadors.  But  with  Sub- 
rnifiion  to  thefe  religioufiy,  afpiring  Prieil.-,  they  would 
do  v/ell  to  take  Care  of  their  own  Souls,  before  they  pre- 
tend to  be  Guardians  of  other  MenV.  If  I  fee  a  B^aiker 
profufe  of  his  Money,  will  not  the  World  condemn  me 
as  a  Fool  or  a  Madman,  if  I  entruft  him  with  mine  ? 
They  wi'l  acknowledge  that  C/^r/}f  is  Head  of  the  Church, 
.  provided  that  you  own  them  to  be  the  Body,  and  the 
Laity  tlie  Members  :  To  which  they  add  an  indefeafible 
Maxim,  that  all  rotten  Members  ought  to  fuffer  Ampu- 
tation. Indulge  me,  ye  Men  of  Humility,  to  caiTy  the 
Metaphor  farther,  and  fay,  that  Corrofives  ought  to  be 
applied  to  proud  Fleih  ;  and  if  fo,  what  will  become  of 
the  Church's  Body  ?  Will  it  not  quickly  appear  a  mere 
Skeleton  ? 

— —  Rlfim  teneaiis  ? 

a/ 

Can  there  be  a  more  romantic  Notion,  than  for  a 
Prieft  to  call  himiQii Hea^-vens  Ainhajjador  ?  This  is  Fre- 
Jumption  in  the  Superlative,  AmhaffadGrs  !  Can  a  great- 
er Indignity  be  offered  to  the  King  of  Kings  ?  Are  not 
all  the  People  in  the  Univerfe,  Princes  and  Potentates, 
as  well  as  the  inferior  Sort,  his  Subjeds  I  To  whom 
then  ftould  he  fend  AmbalTadors  ?  Not  to  his  own  Vaf- 
fals.  However,  to  gratify  their  afpiring  Humour,  we 
will  admit  their  Title  of  Honour,  if  they  produce  their 
Credentials  ;  that  is,  let  them  heal  the  Sick,  give  Sight 
to  the  Blind,  make  the  Deaf  to  hear,  and  the  Lame  to 
walk. 

Politics  are  now  become  an  univerfal  Theme,  and  we 
hear  more  of  them  from  the  Pulpit  than  Soul-faving  Doc- 
trine :  No  Man  is  reckoned  orthodox,  who  does  not 

dabble 
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dabble  in  State-ilfrairs.  As  foon  as  a  beardlefs  Youth  is- 
?.ccoutred  with  his  ipiritual  Habiliments,  he  begins  to 
arraign  the  Conflitution  which  nourifhes  him,  and  con-  ■ 
demn  the  Proceedinsfs  of  the  Prince's  faithful  Miniffers 
under  whom  he  lives.  He  ufarps  an  Authority  to  which 
he  has  not  the  leaft  Shadow  of  Pretence  ^  nor  will  he  de- 
fift  till  his  Wings  are  clipped,  and  his  Ambition  pinioned. 
But  to  do  Juflice  to  the  Innocent,  I  muft  own  that  this 
Crime  is  to  be  found  only  among  Popilh  and  Half-Pro- 
teilant  Priells,  <viz.  High  Church. 

The  Apoftle  Paul,  who  was  a  Roman,  and  a  loyal 
Man,  fubmitted  to  be  tried  by  the  civil  Magiilrate  ;  but 
Prieft  Faul,  who  v/as  an  Englijk7nan,  and  a  Traitor,  de- 
nied that  the  civil  Power  had  any  Jurifdidlion  over  him, 
or  that  he  ought  to  be  tried  by  any  other  Pov/er  than  the 
Spiritual  :  And  there  are  few  Clergymen,  who  do  not  ad- 
here to  the  fam.e  Principle,  The  Reafon  is  fo  very  obvi- 
ous, that  to  mention  it  would  call  the  Judgment  of  my 

Reader  in  queftion.  It  is  faid,  that  when  Kid,  the 

Pirate,  was  going  to  Low-water  Mark,  he  cried,  Had 
AyQxy  been  my  Judge,  and  i^ivel^e  of  the  Madagafcar 
Buccaneers  my  Jury,  I Jhould  not  hanje  feared  a  fafe  De^ 
li'vcrance. 

A  fourth  Obfervation  is,  that  the  Apoftles  met  fre- 
quently to  eat  Bread  and  drink  Wine;  whofe  Lives  and 
Converfation  were  conformable  to  their  Do6lrine. 

It  muft  be  owned  by  the  moft  inveterate  Enemies  of  the 
Clergy,  (if  any  fuch  there  are)  that  the  Sons  of  Le^vi  have 
more  frequent  Meetings  than  the  Apoftles  had,  efpecial- 
ly  when  they  hear  of  good  Wine  and  liberal  Parifliioners. 
But  then,  perhaps,  it  may  be  objected,  that  the  Apoftles 
met  in  a  religious  and  fpiritual  Manner,  and  the  Clergy 
in  a  more  fociable  and  natural  one.  I  muft  concede  to 
this  Obje6lion,  knowing  what  is  moft  agreeable  to  Priefts. 
Nevertheiefs,  to  alleviate  the  Imputation  of  their  fre- 
quenting Taverns  and  CofFee-houfes,  [in  which  they 
.  fpend  a  triple  Proportion  of  Time,  to  v/hat  they  do  in 
their  Churches  and  Clofets]  Vv^e  muft  do  them  the  Juftice 
to  fay,  that  as  they  are  not  endued^ith  as  large  a  Por- 
tion of  Grace  as  wa,s  given  to  the  Apoftles,  fo  con- 
fequently  they  cannot  undergo  the  great  Burden  and  Fa- 
tigue of  preaching  once,  and  reading  Prayers  thrice  a 

y  Weck^ 
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Week,  v/khout  recruiting  their  exhaufled  Spirits.  Now 
if  this  cannot  be  done  in  a  private  Houfe,  at  the  Expence 
of  fome  of  their  Fleck,  v/hy  fliould  they  be  cenfured,  or 
efleemed  blame-v/orthy,  if  they  go  to  a  Tavern,  eat  their 
Bread  ^i}nth  'Joy,  and  drink  ihelr  VVine  woith  a  merry  Heart  ? 
Wliy  ihouldnotthe  diligent  Labourer  be  indulged  in  re- 
freihing  Nature  ?  Has  he  not  as  keen  an  Appetite,  as 
diilingaifhing  a  Palate  as  another  Man  ?  Befide',  Wine 
enlivens  the  Underilanding,  and  gives  freih  Vigour  to  a 
jaded  Invention  :  And  let  me  tell  you,  a  well  worded 
Expreffion  in  Converfation  may  furniili  a  Man  with  To- 
pics for  an  orthodox  Sermon. 

Precept  v/ithout  Example  avails  little  in  making  Pro- 
felytes ; ,  it  were  therefore  to  be  wiflied  that  Prieils  would 
adhere  to  the  Rules  which  they  lay  down  for  converting 
Infidels  to  Chriflianity,  and  confirming  thofe  who  are 
converted.  I  frankly  confefs,  that  they  will  fometimes 
give  us  the  beft  Advice'  how  to  fave  our  Souls,  thoiigli 
they  negled  their  own  5  and  it  is  undoubtedly  a  Mark  of 
Tendernefs  to  put  us  in  the  Way  to  eternal  Happinefs, 
and  a  particular  Token  of  their  Civility  and  polite  Breed- 
ing, not  to  joille  us  in  the  Road.  They  exclaim  againfl 
tJ fury  and  Extortion,  yet  try  all  the  W  ays  and  Wiles 
imaginable  to  gather  Riches.  Oh  !  that  I  were  fo  well 
fkillcd  in  Divinity,  to  know  what  Length  a  Man  may 
take  to  i7nprG<ve  his  Talent  !  They  recommend  Failing  and 
Abftinence  as  neceflary  to  rnhdue  the  Lulls  of  the  FleQi  i 
how  near  they  conform  to  thefe  Precipes,  let  their  fat 
Joles  and  ruddy  Cheeks  bear  Witnefs.  They  inveigh 
againfl  Profufenefs  in  Drefs  and  Apparel,  yet  think  it 
no  Crime  to  give  an  extravagant  Price  for  Wigs,  Kats, 
and  Holland  Shirts.  Decency  indeed  is  commendable  ; 
and  to  the  Praife  of  the  inferior  Clergy  be  it  Taid,  that 
they  take  Care  to  make  clean  the  Outfide  of  thk  Flatter, 

A  fifth  Obfervation  ;  the  Apoilles  v/ere  charitable. 

Charity  is  fo  often  in  the  Mouths  of  the  Clergy,  that 
there  is  too  much  Caufe  to  fiifpe6t  it  feldom  enters  into 
their  Hearts  :  or  if  they  have  any,  it  hegins  at  hc?ne  (ac- 
cording to  the  Proverb)  and  ther^  I  fear  it  will  end.  St. 
Paul  has  fpent  a  whole  Chapter  in  praife  of  this  moft  ex- 
cellent Virtue  ;  Prophecy  and  Learning  cannot  come  in 
Competition  with  it^  and  Faith  profiteth  nothing  with- 
out 
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«ut'it.  No  Chriilian  furely  will  dare  to  qneflion  the 
Authority  of  St.  Paul,  and  fmce  Charity  is  fo  abfolutely 
necellary,  and  that  we  cannot  go  to  Heaven  without  this 
■Paiiport, ,  this  Badge  of  Admiifion  ;  what  Opinion  mnil 
"we  entertain  of  thofe  Priells,  in  v/hom  the  leafl  G limpid 
of  Charity  does  not  appear  ?  Can  we  reafonably  think, 
that  they  believe^a  future  State,  who  will  not  embrace 
and  manifeil  the  Means  which  muir  bring  them  thither  ? 
It  is  noi  my  Eufmefs  to  iliew  the  Latitude  of  the  Word 
Charity  ;  I  lhall  leave  it  for  thofe,  whofe  Duty  it  is  to 
do  it,  and  heartily  wiih.  that  they  would  convince  us  oF 
the  Necefiity  of  this  divine  Virtue  by  pradifmg  it.  I 
never  heard  or  met  with  a  Clergyman,  who  declared  his 
Want  of  Charity,  [and  that  too  in  the  mofb  barefaced 

Manner]  except  the  Pious  and  Reverend  Do£tor  *  •  

who  lives  hctween  N'e^iJj^ate  and  7vbur7i, 

An  intimate  Friend  and  Acquaintance  of  the  Do£lor's 
wrote  a  Letter  to  him,  in  which  he  recommended  the 
Bearer  as  the  Son  of  a  Ytxy  w^orthy  and  orthodox  Cler- 
gyman, v/ho  had  been  bred  up  in  the  Principles  of  the 
Church,  ar»i  never  fwerved  from  them,  Vv^ko  had  Uni- 
verfity  Education,  and  was  an  honefc,  loyal  Gentleman,, 
though  in  narrow  Circumllances.  For  thefe  Reafons  he 
requeiled,  that  as  the  Doctor  was  to  |)reach  j3efore  the 
Sons  of  the  Clergy,  and  the  reft  of  that  honom^able  So- 
ciety, he  would  recommend  the  Gentleman  to  the  Stew- 
ards as  a  proper  Object  of,  and  as  one  juftly  intitled  to, 
their  Charity.  Tire  Dodor,  having  read  the  Letter 
(and  out  of  a  Pique,  I  fuppofe,  to  the  Name,  which  he 
could  not  digeil  imce  a  remarkable  Trial  in  WeJIminJier- 
Hall)  anf^vvered,  Ihaue  no  Charity  for  thofe  luho  are  not  of 
my  Church.  The  Do^lor  being  called  upon  to  explain 
whathem^eant  by  his  Church,  would  have  evaded  the 
Cha.rge  ;  but  being  clofely  preffed,  replied,  The  Gentle^ 
man  ^ujas  educated  in  the  Principles  of  the  Church  of  L'eland, 

and  I  in  the  Church  of  England.  O  rare  !    Name,  if 

you  can,  any  Differences  in  their  Do6lrine,  Rites,  and 

Ceremonies.  Cede  mcjoribus,  ye  Men  of  L^'x;^/>;  and 

St.  Omers  ;  or  match,  if  you  can,  the  uncharitable 
Dodor, 

A 
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A  fixth  Obfervation  is,  that  the  Apoflles  preached 
conftantly,  and  in  all  Probability  without  Hire  ;  they 
baptized  thofe  who  were  worthy  of  Baptifm  ;  they  vifited 
the  Sick,  and  prayed  with  t^Qm  gratis. 

Preaching  is  accounted  the  moft  apoilolical,  of  all  the 
A^ls  of  the  Miniitry ;  and  Gregory  fays,  Cenfemus  eos, 
qui  ApoftolGrum  figuram  tendent,  fr^edicare.  Thomas  Aqui- 
nas aiTerts,  that  Fradicatio  eft  aSlus  frincipalijjiinus  ^  prO' 
p'ius  ;  and  St.  Chryfoflom  calls  it,  Omnium  homrum  fum^ 
mum.  St.  Faul  gives  a  ilridl  Charge  of  Preaching  to  Ti- 
mothy, who  was  a  lickly  Man  :  His  Words  are,  /  charge 
thee  before  God,  and  the  Lord  yefus  Chrijf,  'vjho  jball  judge 
the  ^Jck  and  the  Dead,  at  his  appearing,  and  in  his  King" 
dom,  preach  the  Word,  be  infant.  See.  / 

How  happy  would  it  be  for  the  inferior  Clergy,  how 
pleanng  to  God,  and  acceptable  to  Man,  if  they  v/ere 
half  as  diligent  and  afiiduous  in  the  Salvatij/n  of  Spuls, 
as  they  are  in  obtaining  a  rich  Benefice  \  But,  alas  I 
when  they  have  once  obtained  the  denred  Port,  they 
grow  fupine  and  negligent,  and  imagine  that  they  dif- 
charge  their  Duty,  if  they  procure  a  Journeyman  to  of- 
ficiate for  them.  A  rich  Prieft  will  vifit  his  Flock,  and 
preach  to  them  perhaps  as  often  as  he  comes  in  Perfon  to 
fleece  them,  <viz.  twice  a  Year,  to  receive  an  Equivalent 
for  his  Tithes.  The  labouring  Oar  is  given  to  fome  in- 
digent Hireling,  while  the  lazy  Man  cf  God  (I  cannot 
fay  the  Man  after  God's  Q^K:n  Heart)  eats  the  Bread  of 
Idlenefs.  He  that  v^ill  work  cheap  fhall  be  firft  employ- 
ed, though  a  Novice  in  his  Buiinefs  but  what  v/iil  the 
Lord  fay  to  his  negligent  Steivard,  when  he  comes  into 
his  Vineyard  and  finds  rotten  Fruit  ? 

The  Validity  of  Lay-Baptilm  has  been  often  contro- 
verted, but  never  refuted  ;  and  if  Original  Sin  cannot 
be  wafned  away  by  any  other  Hands  than  the  PrielPs, 
how  hard  and  deplorable  is  the  poor  Man's  Cafe  !  Mufl 
a  Soul  periili  for  want  of  a  Piece  of  Silver  ?  Mail  Chriil 
iofe  a  Subjcd  through  the  Avarice  and  Extortion  of  one 
who  calls  hinifelf  his  Servant  ?  Will  not  his  Death  be 
required  at  the  Lenjite\  Hand  ?  I  do  not  find  that  there 
was  a  Book  of  Rates  in  our  Saviour's  Time,  when  he 
commanded  the  Apoflles  to  baptize  all  Nations  ;  their 
Commiilion  was  not  limited  to  the  Rich  and  Wealthy  ; 

the 
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the  Poor  and  Needy  had  an  equal  Claim  to  the  Benefit 
of  their  Adminifiration  :  They  gloried  in  having  an 
Opportunity  to  viftt  the  Sick,  the  Diftreffed,  and  thofe 
who  were  in  Frifpn  :  They  comforted  the  Fatherlefs 
and  the  Widow  ;  they  fed  the  Hungry,  and  cloathed 
the  Naked  ;  they  rejoiced  in  Things  Spiritual:  but  the 
inferior  Clergy  glory  in  Things  Temporal :  They  did 
all  Things  for  the  Sake  of  Chriil,  and  the  Clergy  will 

do  nothing  but  for  the  Sake  of  Mammon.  -No  Fenny y 

no  Fater-iiojUr,    This  is  a  Saying  too  often  verified. 

A  Perfon  pail  Hopes  of  Recovery  fent  for  the  Friefts 
of  the  Farifn,  who  promafed  to  come,  but  did  not : 
Whether  they  were  hindered  by  Love,  or  a  Bottle,  I 
lhall  not  determine.    At  the  Expiration  of  three  Days, 

Application  was  made  to  Dr.  if  ,  who  faid  he  would 

go,  provided  the  Perfon  fliould  pay  the  Expence  of  his 
Coach-hire.  The  Meffenger  commented  to  this,  but  the 
Conditions  could  not  be  performed  till  the  lick  Perfon's 
Apparel  (which  lay  on  the  Bed,  and  kept  off  .  the  Cold) 
was  fent  to  the  Pawn-broker's  to  raife  Money.  The 
Do£lor  was  an  Eye-vvitnefs  to  this,  and  gracioufij  took 
but  t^Q  Shillings. 

What  fays  the  Prophet  ?  *  Tour  Priefts  teach  for  Hire  : 
I  think  he  might  alfo  have  faid  pray  for  it. — —  I  will 
not  be  fo  uncharitable  to  affirm,  that  the  inferior  Clergy 
will  do  an  ill  Thing  for  Money  ;  but  this  I  may  fay,  I 
never  knew  them  do  a  good  one  without  it. 

A  feventh  Obfervation  :  The  Apoflles  were  Men  of 
Moderation  ;  they  ufed  not  Compulfion  to  oblige  People 
to  conform  to  their  Dodiine  ;  they  reafoned  with  their 
Hearers. 

Moderation  is  one  of  the  fliining  Charaderillics  of  a 
Chriftian  ;  but  Moderation  am.ong  the  modern  Clergy, 
is  like  King  Arthur  and  the  Kjiights  of  the  Round  Table, 
much  talked  of,  but  never  feen.  We  exclaim  againil 
the  Tyranny  of  Rome,  and  the  Spanijh  Liquifition,  but  we 
may  find  unchriflian  Treatment  in  Courts  nearer  home. 
I  do  not  fmd  by  the  Laws  of  God,  that  an  Ecclefiaftic 
has  a  Power  to  punifh  the  Body  or  Pocket  of  a  Lay- 
man :  There  were  no  Libels,  Citations,  Articles,  Pe- 
nance, Imprifonment,  (and  a  long  Train  of  Etca^teras  to 

be 
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be  read  in  the  fpiritual  Catalogue)  v/hen  Chrili:  and  lus 
Apoftles  were  on  Earth  :  I'here  were  no  pecuniary 
Mulcts  or  Commuting  in  thofe  Days,  for  a  Lapfus  Lin^ 
gu^^  or  Things  of  fmall  Moment.  Will  not  the  Ac- 
ceptance of  a  fecimiary  Muld  bear  this  Interpretation  ? 
The  rich  Man  may  fornicate,  while  he  that  is  poor  fhall 
be  debarred  the  moil  intenfe  Pleafure.  The  Apoftles 
were  averfe  to  ^^uch  inhtiman  and  diabolical  Inventions 
as  wliolefome  Severities ;  and  yet  who  are  more  ready 
to  put  them  in  Fraftice  than  the  Half-proteilants  ? 
What  are  wholefome  Severities  but  the  Fire  and  Fag;- 
got,  Whips  and  Dungeons  ?  Are  they  not  the  killing 
Arguments  of  Dragooning  Jefuits  ?  Flow  dofe  they  Hick 
to  the  Letter  of  the  Text !  Co?npei  the??!  to  come  in.  'Tis 
true,  indeed,  our  Saviour  gave  fuch  Command  but  I 
challenge  the  Clergy  to  give  me  one  Inflance  of  Seve- 
rity uTed  by  Chrift  or  the  Apoilles.  They  were  certain- 
ly the  beft  Interpreters  of  their  Mailer's  Words ;  they 
iifed  no  other  Compulfion  than  folid  Arguments.  But 

there  is  a  Generation  of  — ^   who  value  them- 

felves  upon  the  Wifdom  of  this  World,  and  would  dif- 
play  their  Chriftianity  by  favage  Cruelties.  As  if  Re- 
ligion, like  the  Laws  of  Draco,  were  to  be  founded  in 
Biood.  Flow  pleafmg  is  Ferfecution  to  a  tyrannizing 
Priefl  I  How  oppofite  to  a  Chriflian  Spirit  ! 

Implicit  Faith  is  the  Docirine  of  worldly  Men,  and 
though  we  are  injoined  to  fcarch  the  Scriptures^  becaufe 
171  thetn  ^ve  ha've  eternal  Life,  yet  I  could  name  a  Ferfon 
Vv^ithin  ten  Miles  of  ]rlam?nerjmith,  who  faid,  ^hat  njoe 
ha've  had  no  good  5  imes  fmee  the  Laity  njjere  per?nitted  to 
read,  the  Bible,  nor  Jhould  <^e  ha<ve  any  till  they  ^ujere  pro- 
hibited the  life  of  that  Book.  Is  this  conformable  to 
the  Proteflant  Religion,  or  incompatible  with  it  ?  Me- 
thinks  it  has  an  ill  Smell,  and  fquints  wiil:ifully  2itRo?n.e, 

God  Almighty  does  not  require  us  to  make  Brick 
without  Straw  ;  he  does  not  expe£l  to  reap  where  he  has 
not  fown ;  but  fmce  he  has  given  us  Reafon  whereby 
we  may  diilinguifh  between  Good  and  Evil,  it  behoves 
us  to  fet  a  true  Value  upon  this  glorious  Talent,  and  not 
facrilice  it  to  the  ipfe  dixit  of  any  fpiritual  Jacobite 
whatever.  Let  every  Man  fleer  by  his  Reafon,  and  he 
that  offers  to  dep;ive  you  of  it  is  a  defigning,  crafty 
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Knave.     Every  Pvlan  living  has  a  Riglit  to  think  freely,, 
and  Reafcn  ought  to  direct  him  :  This  I  will  maintain, 
though  every  Le^vite  fhould  become  an  Opponent.  For 
he  v^'ho  takes  up  his  Religion  \]pon  Truil,   may  v/itli 
Eafe  be  deluded  into  the  m.oft  eri-oneous  and  damnable 
Opinions.     Try  all  Thiiigs,  hys  St.  Paul,  and  hold  fa  ft 
that  ^-which  is  heft.    Now,  how  can  we  try  or  judge 
vvhat  is  good,  what  bad,  if  we  do  not  make  ufe  of  our 
Reafon  ?    The  Apoflles  did  not  upbraid  thofe  whom 
they  could  not  convert,  with  opprobrious  and  infamous 
Names  :  But  the  inferior  Clergy  fiigmatize  them  who 
are  not  on  their  Side,  and  call  them  Deifts,  Soclmans^ 
Lihertlnes,  Atheifts,  Sec.   Nay,  that  excellent  Pattern  of 
true  Proteflant  and  Chrifdan  Piety,  Archbiihop  T^ilktfon^ 
is  called  ?i  gra^e  Jtheift  ;  but  there  is  no  other  Caufe  for 
this  unjull  Imputation  than  his  having  a  larger  Share  of 
Religion  and  found  Learning  than  other  People. 

Confcience  in  the  Apoilles  is  an  eighth  Obfervation. 
He  that  can  fathom  the  Confcience  of  a  Prieft,  m2.y 
quickly  difcover  the  Depth  of  the  Ocean,  and  iind  out 
the  Longitude.   Lie  is  feldom  for  giving,  but  always  for 
getting  :  And  when  his  Heart  is  opened,  which  hap- 
pens as  frequent  as  a  Jubilee  at  i^/?;;^^,  he  manifeils  his 
Liberality  with  a  Finger  and  Thumb,  as  if  the  other 
Parts  of  his  Hand  were  feized  with  the  Gout.  But 
when  you  make  an  Offering,  he  receives  it  with  as  keen 
an  Appetite  as  an  hungry  Jack  ;  and  had  Solomon  lived 
in  our  Days,  he  might  with  Reafon  have  faid,  T^here 
are  Things  ^jhich  fie'ver  are  fatisfied. 

What  fhall  we  fay  in  favour  of  our  High-church 
Clergy,  who  fwear  Allegiaace  to  King  George,  yet  fe- 
cretly  own,  and  privately  pray  for  a  Popifh  Pretender  ? 
And,  what  ihall  we  think  of  others  who  take  the  Oaths, 
yet  countenance  Men  difmiiTed  from  their  Ledlurefhips 
for  fcandalous  Words,  and  black  Infmuations  againft  the 
moll  merciful  Prince  on  Earth  ?   They  may  hoodwink 
the  Vulgar,  but  Men  of  the  leafl:  Penetration  will  fee 

that  Birds    of  a  Feather  ^txill  fock  .  This 

touches  fomebody's  Copyhold,  but  I  fliail  not  fay  a 
Word  of  the  unchai'itable  Dodor. 

1  could  mention  a  certain  Le^ite,  of  no  ordinary 
Rank;  who  called  the  late  Rebellion  a  Rifmg  of  the 
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People  ;  for  a  Rehellion,  fays  he,  is  takwg  up  Arms  a- 
gaiiijl  a  lanj:ful  SoDereign  :  Wherefore  he  would  not  ac- 
knov/ledge  the  Pre/ten  Prifoners  to  be  Rebels.  I'his 
fcrapulous  Gentleman  abjured  the  Pretender,  and  no 

doubt  he  is  a  Man  of  Confcience  very  capacious. 

Search  all  the  Records  of  Time,  and  find  out  a  Plot  the 
blackefl  that  Hell  ever  hatclied,  and  a  Priefl  will  appear 
at  the  Bottom. 

A  ninth  Obfervation  is,  That  the  Apoitles  were  zea- 
lous for  the  Church  of  Chrifl  at  all  Times,  vv^ithout  that 
jefuitical,  and  confequently  modifii,  Diftindion  of  High 
or  Loiv, 

I  am  very  well  aware,  that  fome  clever  ilaunch  Bigot 
will  take  me  up  fhort,  and  fmartly  afk  me,  if  I  dare  de- 
ny that  the  orthodox  inferior  Clergy  (as  they  term  them) 
are  for  the  Church  ?  To  Vv'hich  I  ingenuoufly  anfwer  in 
the  Negative,  provided  they  mean  High- Church.  And 
therefore  ihould  any  one  queftion  me,  why  did  the  Peo- 
ple fo  furiouily  rage,  and  why  did  a  *  Convid  become 
an  Itinerant  ?  Oh,  for  the  Church.  Why  are  their  Ser- 
mons ftuiFed  full  of  double  Entendres,  and  why  do  they 
rail  at  the  Friends  of  King  Geo?geF  Still  for  the  Church. 
Why  are  -|-  the  Fr lefts  and  the  Prophets  prophane  ?  And 
v^\\y  %  do  they  err  through  ft  rong  Drink?  Why  do  they 
preach  in  an  orthodox  Billingfgate  Stile  ?  And  why  do 
they  flander,  defame,  back-bite,  and  fnarl  at  Difienters  I 
All,  all  for  the  Church. 

If  the  inferior  Clergy  had  Jieartily  efpoufed  the  Wel- 
fare of  the  true  Proteilant  Church,  or  had  any  Regard 
for  ^  the  Purity  of  our  mod  holy  Religion,  immediately 
after  the  fcandalous  Peace  of  Utrecht^  they  might  juftly 
have  faid  we  were  failing;  a  Sacrifice  to  xkitP^oman  BaaL 
V/e  then  ftood  on  the  Margin  of  the  deep  and  terrible 
Abyfs,  when  Providence  of  its  tender  Mercy  brought 
forth  the  Firil  of  Augiifty  and  made  the  potent  George  our 
fecond  Deliverer.  There  v/as  room  in  thofe  Days  for 
Dr.  Sachenjerel  to  have  faid  truly,  we  were  in  Perils 
tnong  falfe  Brethren.  He  fhould  then  have  told  bold 
Truth,  and  preached  in  Seafon,  as  he  did  out  of  Seafon 
at  St.  Paul's  I  his  Harang-ue  on  the  Fifth  of  No-vefnber 
having  little  in  it  that  was  pertinent  to  the  Bufmefs  of 

the 
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tne  Day,  being  calculated  to  reflect  on  the  Prefby terians, 
and  cait  an  Oamm  on  the  happy  and  glorious  Revolu- 
tion. 

That  the  ApoHles  did  not  condemn  or  lligmatize  other 
People,  for  preaching  and  adhering  to  that  Do6lrine, 
which  they  themfeives  were  under  an  Obligation  to 
preach  ana  adhere  to,  is  my  tenth  Obfervation. 

Here  is  a  fpacious  Field  to  traverfe  ;  a  Subjed  fit  for 
a  Polemic  Writer.  I  might  with  Eafe  demonftrate  that 
there  is  not  one  Se6l  of  Religion  now  upon  Earth,  which 
does  not  differ  widely  from  the  Apoilles  in  this  Particular  : 
V  But  as  I  defign  to  write  with  all  the  Brevity  imaginable^ 
I  iliall  only  give  one  flagrant  Inilance  of  our  own  Inferi- 
or Clergy's  Deviation  from  the  Apoilles  in  this  Matter. 

I  have  been  told  by  a  Gentleman  in  Black,  [and  may 
the  other  Gentleman  in  Black  reward  him,  if  he  has  de- 
ceived me]  that  every  fmart,  dapper  Fellow,  who  Hands 
Candidate  for  fpiritual  Authority,  mull  fubfcribe  his  i\U 
fent  to,  and  inculcate  the  orthodox  Doctrine  of  the 
I'hirty-nine  Articles  of  the  Church  of  England^  before 
he  be  admitted  a  Dictator  to  ^  Congregation. 

Tha.t  Predejih/a  ft  on  is  the  Doftrine  of  the  Church  of 
E'nglandy  appears  from  the  feventeenth  Article  among 
the  Thirty-nine  wliich  were  agreed  upon  by  the  Arch- 
bilhops  and  Bilhops  of  both  Provinces,  and  the  whole 
Clergy  in  the  Convocation  holden  at  London  in  the  Year 
1562,  and  v/as  approved  and  allowed  to  be  holden  and 
executed  v/ithin  the  Realm,  by  the  AlFenr  and  Confent 
of  Queen  Eliz,abeth,  and  fubfcribed  to  by  the  Arch- 
biihops  and  Bilhops  of  the  Upper  Houfe,  and  by  the 
Subfcription  of  the  whole  Clergy  of  the  Nether  Houfe 
in  their  Convocation,  in  th^  Year  of  our  Lord  1571* 
Fide  Thirty-nine  Articles. 

.  1  fliall  tranfcribe  as  many  of  the  Words  as  are  moft 

necefi'ary  to  my  Purpofe.   Fredejiination  to  Life 

is  the  ever) ailing  Purpofe  of  God,  whereby  (before^ 
"  the  Foundations  of  the  World  were  laid)  he  hatk 
conftantly  decreed  by  his  Counfel,  fecret  to  us,  to  de-l 
liver  from  Curfe  and  Damnation  thofe  whom  he^ 
hath  chofen  in  Chriil  out  of  Mankind,  and  to  bring 
them  by  Chrift  to  everlafting  Salvation,  as  VefTela 

made  to  Honour.  As  th^  godly  Confidera- 
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tion  of  Predeflination,  and  our  Eleftion  in  Chrift,  is  fuH 
*^  of  fweet,  pleafant,  and  unfpeakable  Comfort  to  godly 
*^  Perfons,  and  fuch  as  feel  in  themfelves  the  Working 
of  Chrift,  £ffr.  fo  for  curious  and  carnal  Perfons, 
lacking  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  to  have  before  their  E}'es 
the  Sentence  of  God's  Predeitination,  is  a  moft  dan- 
gerous  Downfal,  whereby  the  Devil  doth  thruft  them 
either  into  Defparation  or  into  WretchleiTnefs  of  mofl 
unclean  Living,  no  lefs  perilous  than  Defperation." 
Now,  if  any  Regard  is  to  be  had  to  Oaths  and  Sub^ 
fcriptions  (which  no  Corinthian  Prieft  will,  I  hope,  de^ 
ny  I )  furely  thofe   facred  Ties  and  Obligations  will 
prompt  them  to  cherifh  and  propagate  the  Dodlrine 
which  they  have  fo  openly  and  fo  foiemnly  efpoufed.  But, 
alas !  how  many  are  there  who  warmly  embrace,  and 
cordially  believe  and  fupport  this  Tenet  \   Or,  rather 
how  many  are  they  who  rail  at,  and  vilify  thofe  who 
preach  this  Dodrine,  branding  them  with  the  Name  of 
Fredefiinarians  {'viz,  all  the  Dilie^ters  of  what  Denomi- 
nation foever)  as  a  Mark  of  Infamy,  Contempt  and 

Pfeudodoxy  I-  Are  thefe  the  legitimate  or  fpurious 

Sons  of  the  Church  ?  Are  thefe  Men  the  true  Servants 
of  the  Omnipotent,  Juft  and  Merciful  God  ?  Te//  it 
not  in  Gath,  fuhlijh  it  not  in  Afcalon. 

The  eleventh  Obfervation  is,  That  the  Apoftles  went 
from  Place  to  Place  to  make  Converts,  and  ftren^then 
thofe  whom  they  had  converted  5  without  taking  any 
Money  to  defray  their  Expences,  or  furnifhing  them- 
felves with  Neceflaries  requifite  for  the  Time  of  their 
Abode  among  the  Brethren. 

There  is  no  Religion  whatever,  which  has  not  its 
Itinerants,  who  keep  clofe  to  this  Example  of  the  A- 
pofties,  except  our  own  Inferior  Clergy ;  among  whom 
1  cannot  find  one  Example.  I  muft  own,  indeed,  that 
there  is  fometimes  a  Tranfmigration  from  one  Parilh 
to  another,  where  one  Miniller  (with  Pockets  well 
Imed)  will  fwop  a  Sermon  with  his  Brother:  A  fure 
and  certain  Symptom  of  a  Debauch,  or  idle  Week. 

"  What  Pity  it  is,  that  among  the  many  Proje6ls 
"  now  on  foot,  fome  pious  and  zealous  Chrillians  will 
not  open  a  Book  for  Subfcriptions  to  ere6l  Houfes  of 
Call^  where  lazy,  well-fed,  pampered  Priefts  may 
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'*  find  a  Labourer  for  the  Day  of  Sabbath  !  No  doubt 

but  this  would  be  of  more  Emolument  to  the  Un- 
**  dertakers,  than  the  Projeifl  for  the  Grand  Fifhery, 

and  many  indigent  Souls  would  be  capacitated  to 

pay  for  a  Dinner,  who  had  no  other  DependaneCy 
"  than  the  Affiilance  of  the  Spirit,  to  appeafe  his  mu- 

tineering  Inteftines,  and  prevent  them  from  flying  in- 
"  to  Rebellion." 

Upon  fecond  Thoughts^  it  is  no  difficult  Matter  to 
prove,  that  feveral  Miniflers  have  travelled  fourfcore  or 
an  hundred  Miles  to  preach  the  Gofpel :  But  then  we 
muil  take  notice,  that  it  is  for  the  Sake  of  a  more  pro- 
fitable Benefice  :  That  they  do  not  travel  without  Mo- 
ney, without  Company ;  but  carry  v^dth  them  their  Bags 
and  Baggage,  Wives  and  Children,  Maid-fervants  and 
Men-fervants,  their  Cattle,  and  all  that  are  within  their 
Houfes  and  Gates.  So  charitable  are  they  even  to  the 
brute  Beafts !  And  yet  I  believe  there  is  not  one  of  them* 
who,  if  he  fpeaks  from  his  Heart,  can  fay  with  the  Phi- 
lofopher,  Omyiia  me  a  mecum  par  to. — 

A  twelfth  Obfervation  i^,  That  the  Apoftles  difagreed 
not  among  themfelves  concerning  Fundamentals  necef- 
fary  to  Salvation  ;  neither  did  they  contradid  one  ano- 
ther in  their  Definitions  and  Notions  of  Myfleries  and 
Fundamentals. 

The  Opinions  of  Men,  relating  to  the  Means  condu- 
cive to  eternal  Salvation,  are  as  different  as  their  nume- 
rous Seds  and  Divifions  :  However,  all  the  Nations  in 
the  Univerfe  agree  in  this  one  grand  Point,  an  Objedt 
of  Worfhip  and  Adoration.  This  was  allowed  through- 
out the  World,  before  the  Coming  of  our  Saviour  but 
with  this  Difference,  that  fome  worfhipped  the  True  God, 
others  (like  the  Papifts)  moil  religioufly  bent  their  Knees 
to  Gods  made  with  their  own  Hands.  Now  that  they, 
who  profefs  and  call  themfelves  Chriilians,  and  have 
but  one  unerring  Compafs  to  fleer  by,  fhould  purfue 
fuch  Courfes  as  are  diametrically  oppofite  to  each  other, 
in  hopes  of  reaching  the  defired  Port  at  lafl,  is  a  Sub- 
jedl  which  affords  much  Speculation.  I  have  here  a 
fpacious  Field  before  me,  and  fhould  I  enter  into  a  De- 
tail of  tli2  Principles  of  every  Chrillian  Sed:ary,  I  fhould 
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deviate  from  my  livfl  Refolution,  and  fwell  this  little 
Trad  into  numberlefs  Volumes. 

As  there  are  many  Divines  and  Enthunafls,  who  have 
undertaken  to  explain  and  unfold  the  Myriery  of  the 
BleJ/ed  Trinity,  (a  Tallc  too  diflicult  for  the  Performance 
and  Comprehenfion  of  human  Frailty,  and  which  indeed 
is  a  prefumptuous  Undertaking  ;)  I  fhall  here  recite  their 
own  Words,  and  Ihew  how  they  contradidl  and  clafh  a- 
gainfleach  other.  —  *  Some  of  the  inferior  Clergy  make 
theThree  Perfons  to  be  external  Relations  of  the  one  Sub- 
llance  of  the  Deity  to  Mankind,  a.nz.  Creator,  Redee7ner^ 
and  San6ftfier :  and  the  fame  Reverend  Perfon  m.akes 
each  Ferfon  a  Third  of  God,  as  f  Length,  Breadth,  and 
Thicknefs  m.ake  a  Cube  ;  or  as  j|  Three  Groats  make  a 
Shilling,']  or  Three  Nobles  a  Pound. 

§  Some  make  the  Perfons  to  be  Eternal  Modes  of  Sub- 
llance,  or  Licernal  Rdations  of  the  Subftance  of  the 
Deity  it  felf, 

%  Some  rxiaintaiii  Three  Diftiu£l,  Unequal,  Eternal 
Beings  j  the  Firit  whereof  is  alone  Self-exiilent,  and 
the  Second  and  Third  fabordinate. 

^  Some  maintain  Tim'ee  Diftinct,  Eternal,  Equal  Beings, 
whofe  Unity  is  partly  numerical,  and  partly  fpecifical. 

Again  f  SomiC  make  the  Dodlrineof  the  Trinity  to 
confiil  in  Three  Diftind,  Eternal,  perfectly  Equal  Be- 
ings agreeing  in  a  Specific  Unity. 

Pvlr.  Fii^^h-'Text^  the  y^nthropomorphitey  is  of  a  dif- 
ferent Opinion  from  all  the  Divines  who  ever  wrote  up- 
on the  frimty»    He  fays,    *^  There  are  Three  Lives  ; 
and  that  fuch  a  Notion  will  very  much  contribute  to 
the  Honour  of  God,  the  Eafe  of  good  Chriftians,  and 
the  Difcouragement  of  Heretics.   How  can  it  comport 

"  (con- 

*  Wallis'5  Letters  of  the  Trinity,  Let.  IIL  p.  40,  41. 
'f  Fir  ft  Letter,  p.  il. 

[j  'Third  Letter,  p.  42. 

4  Dr,  South'*  j/Jnimad,  and  Tritheifm  charged. 
IxFowler'*  28  Prop.  BuiliDetenf.  Fid.  Nic.  Cudwotth"  s  In  telle  S^, 
Syffem.'^^Siynt''s  Sermon. 

*  Shcrlcck^-s-~^nd,  of  the  Trinity  and  its  Defence, 
\  Braddock'j  DoBrine  of  the  Fathers,  &c.  Part.  I, 

An  Antidote  againft  Arianifm  ;  By  Erafmus  Warren,  KeSIor  of 
Worliiigtoxi,  Suffolk,  Anno  1712. 
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*'  (continues  he)  with  God's  infinite  Goodnefs,  or  con- 
fift  with  his  infinite  Wifdom,  and  fo  conduce  to  his 
Honour  and  Glory  to  make  the  main  Article  of  the 
"  ChriHian  Faith  fo  puzzling  and  intricate,  as  that  none 
*^  of  'em  yet  could  underliand  it  themfelves,  or  explain 
**  it  competently  to  otliers  ?   Nay,  which  is  far  worfe,. 
and  fo  difhonourable  to  God,  as  not  to  be  endured. - 
Were  Chriftians  obliged  to  believe  the  Trinity  accord^ 
"  ing  to  the  common  Notion,  or  Handing  Model  of  it, 
**  in  order  to  their  future  Blifs,  they  muft  then  afTent  ta 
**  a  thing  impoiTible,  to  a  rank  Contradiftion,  and  to  a 
notorious  Lie,  to  obtain  Salvation;  even  that  Three 
Modes  are  Thi'ee  diftindl  Perfons,  and  fo  every  one  of 

**  them  God  moll  truly,  

**  For  the  Body  of  Chriilians  to  recommend  unintelH- 
gible  Things,  and  to  impofe  it  on  its  Members ;  and' 
induce  People  to  fwallow  them,  to  tell  them  that  they 
*^  are  profound  Myfteries,  when  they  are  perfect  Non- 
fenfe,  what  can  be  more  infamous  and  difparaging  ? 
He  afTerts,  That  all  Men  had  a  wrong  Notion  of  the 
trinity  to  this  very  Day. 

^  For  Chriilians  (fays  he)  to  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  the 
Gofpel  for  feventeen  hundred  Years  ;  to  be  baptized' 

**  into  a  Trinity,  and  profeis  that  they  believed  it  as  a 
prime  and  fundamental  Article  ;  and  yet  during  all 

*^  thofe  Centuries,  to  have  no  Notion  of  it  among  the 

*  Learned  and  Wife,  but  what  was  light  and  empty, 
*'  filly,  impertinent  and  nonfenfical  ;  to  fay  no  worfe, 

(if  fearched  to  the  Bottom)  is  not  this  fad  and  difmal 
But  his  Notion  of  a  Trinity  runs  thus  : 

*  Allow  the  Divine  Effence  to  be  an  Infinite,  Eternal 
*^  Spirit,  quickened  and  aduatedby  Three  diftindl  LinjeSy 
"  and  the  Firft  naturally  and  from  Eternity  fpringing  up 
•*  in  it,  and  as  naturally  and  eternally  begetting  the  Se- 
**  cond  Life^  they  T^ohya,  like  Prerogative  Power  breath- 

ing  or  fending  forth  a  Third;  in  which  the  prolific 
Force  and  Virtue  of  Divine  Lifev^zs  fully  fpent,  and 
did  fully  terminate ;  and  the  AdorableT n?2iiy  is  moll 
"  perfeftly  and  glorioufly  conftituted,  and,  I  think,  in- 
telligibly  enough.'' 

Let  the  Reader  judge,  whether  this  Notion  is  more 

intelligible  than  any  of  the  reft.  He- further  obferves,. 

th4t 
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"  The  Three  Divine  Perfons  have  each  of  them  an 
"  Image  in  human  Figure,  fymbolically  reprefenting 
their  Adorable  Selves. 

This  he  proves  from  feveral  Texts  of  Scripture  ;  but 
fure  he  had  little  Regard  to,  or  had  forgot  the  fecond  In- 

jundion  in  the  Decalogue.  1  remember  the  Time 

when  a  Book  not  half  fo  glaring  and  barefaced  as  this,, 
was  deemed  worthy  of  a  flaming  Sacrifice  ;  and  I  admire 
that  no  pious  Informer,  out  of  the  Abundance  of  his 
Zeal  for  the  Athanajlan  Fundamental  of  Chriftianity, 
has  been  moved  by  an  internal  Impulfe  of  Religion  or 
Malice,  to  prefent  and  profecute  this  Pamphlet.  No 
Scourge y  no  ^Lvholefome  Se^^rites  for  this  audacious  Leqjite  ! 
He  is  one  of  the  Inferior  Clergy,  a  weak  Brother  ;  and 
thefe  are  Motives  fufficient  to  protedl  him  from  the  Re- 
fentment  of  other  prieftiy  Deliquents. 

The  Thirteenth  Obfervation  is,  That  the  Apoilles 
w^ere  llrid  Followers  of  their  own  Conllitutions,  or  By- 
Laws. 

I  mull  confefs,  that  this  Obfervation  might  very  na- 
turally have  fallen  under  the  Tenth  ;  but  fmce  I  omitted 
to  recite  it  in  that  Place,  what  follows,  I  hope,  may  be 
allowed  as  an  Appendix  to  it. 

If  I  Ihould  affert.  That  there  is  not  any  Religion 
whatever,  whofe  Laws  and  Canons  have  not  been  vio- 
lated by  the  Inferior  Clergy,  I  fhould  incur  the  Cenfure 
of  Zealots  and  Enthufiafts  :  But  I  fee  no  Reafon  for 
loading  fuch  Afiertion  with  the  Calumny  of  Rajb  Jiidg- 
fnenty  flnce  it  is  a  Truth  daily  Obiervation  confirms.  I 
fhall  not  defcend  to  give  particular  Inftances  of  each 
Kind,  but  hope  it  will  fuffice  for  the  prefent  to  mention 
one  of  our  own  Canons,  and  fhew  how  our  High-Church 
fpiritual  Worthies,  or  Half-Protejiants,  do  become  Delin>- 
quents :  Which  fmall  Sketch  may  give  us  an  Idea  cf  tlie 
whole. 

Ex  pede  Herculem, 
The  55th  Canon  enjoins  every  Priefi  to  pray  for  the 
'King  upon  the  Throne  nomimtim,  in  the  Prayer  preced- 
ing the  Sermon.  But'tho'  thefe  Confcience-Difpenfers 
have  taken  the  Oaths  to  King  Georgey  (and  would 
difpenfe  with  an  Hundred  more  as  big  as  St.  Pmirs,  for  a 
Living  half  as  large)  yet  what  Evafions  and  Quibbles  do 
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they  ufe  !  One  fays  Pray  ye  ;  another,  we  are  commanded 
to  fr^y,  but  does  it  not :  Such  a  Servant  fhould  be  beat- 
en with  many  Stripes.  A  Third,  Let  us  fray,  but  ban- 
ters his  Audience  like  an  Orthodox  Juggler',  for  he  does- 
not  pray  for  the  King,  tho'  he  mentions  his  Name.  A 
Fourth,  with  an  hereditary  Ccrinthia?!  Face,  legitimate- 
ly HigJy-Church,  regards  not  the  Injunction  of  the  Canon* 
Now  may  we  not  fay  to  thefe  HypGcrites^  what  our  Blef- 
fed  Saviour  faid  to  their  Brethren  the  Scribes  and  Phati-' 
fees  ?  Woe  unto  ye  I 

p.  s. 

TO  avoid  the  Cenfure of  each  fnarling  Pricft-rid- 
de?i  Cynic,  who  talks  much  of  the  Church  and 
Religion,  yet  frequents  not  the  one,  or  pra6tifes  the: 
other  ;  I  am  obliged,  in  Juflification  of  myfelf,  and 
to  fatisty  my  Friends  and  Acquaintance,  to  declare. 
That  I  have  not  any  Defign  to  ftrike  at  the  Priefthood* 
For  I  am  thoroughly  convinced,  that  there  ought  to  be 
a  Regimen  in  the  Church,  and  its  Government  by  Bi- 
{hops  is  neceffary  and  fcriptural  ;  but  yet  I  will  not  pre- 
fum.e  to  determine,  whether  they  are  fuch  by.  a  Dimne. 
or  Humcni  Inilitution. 

Good  Clergy m.en  are  ( to  me)  like  beautiful  and  flrong 
Pillars  in  an  antique  and  fetely  Edifice  ;  but  vicious 
Prieils  are  the  Emblems  of  corrupted  Rafters.  As 
among  the  Apojlles  there-  was  one  falfe  Brother,  whom 
the  acknowledge  as  the  Foundation  of  the  Churchy 

'VIZ.  Peter ;  one  Traitor,  as  Judas  ;  ambitious  Perfons,  as 
James  ^xAJohn^  who  prevailed  v/ith  their  Mother  to  foUi- 
cit  the  moll:  honourable  Places  from  Chrift  :  This  to  fit  oii' 
his  Right  Hand,  That  on  his  Left :  So  likewife  there  were 
fome,  who  were  wholly  fpiritual,,  and  had  no  ambi--, 
tious,  no  v/orldly  Views  before  them.  And  tho'  among 
the  Tribe  of  Le^viy  there  are  Proud,  Perfecuting,  Co'vctous^ 
Rebellious ,  Perjured  Priefis  ;  yet  there  are  fome  [and  oh  ! 
that  they  were  a  thoufand  times  more  in  Number,  than 
what  Abraham  propofed  to  God  for  the  Prefervation  of 
Sodom  3.nd  Gomorrah]  who  are  of  an  humble  and  meakSpi- 
rit,  Religious,  Loyal,  Charitable  Men  3  Men  of  Confcience 
and  Moderatiun, 

But 
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But  after  all,  I  greatly  fear  that  the  crying  Evils  of 
the  Inferior  Ckrgy  will  never  ceafe,  till  a  Stop  be  put  to 
the  Ordina.tion  of  Beardlefs  Boys  and  indigent  Souls. 
Thefe  are  the  Perfons  ^i^K^ho  come  before  they  are  ccdled  \  and 
creep  in  at  the  Windov/,  when  they  fhould  enter  at  the 
Door  of  the  Temple.  Thefe  arc  they  whom  Necefiity  ob- 
liges, or  Prejudice  perfuades  to  aft  contrary  to  the  Laws 
of  God  and  Man,  to  humour  their  Patrons,  and  fupport  a 
Farty,  Thefe  are  they  of  whom  the  Pfalmift  fpeaks,  they 
are  corrupt  and  become  abo?ninabIey  Happy  would  it  be 
for  this  Nation,  if  the  Tares  which  are  now  growing, 
and  thofe  which  are  already  run  to  Seed,  where  rooted 
out ! 

As  I  am  refolved  not  to  be  deluded  by  Prief  craft ;  fo  I 
could  wifh  that  every  Man  would  refume  his  Reafon,  and 
not  regard  any  Clergyman,  of  what  Title  or  Denomi- 
nation foever,  merely  becaufe  he  is  a  Clergyman  ;  but 
be  guided  in  this/Particular  by  the  Words  of  St.  Jmbrofe,. 
and  give  a  more  than  ordinary  Attention  to  them.  Nihi/ 
gji  in  hoc  feculo  excelle?itius  SaccrdotibuSy  fubliinius  Epif 
copiSy  fi  Nomen  congrtiat  Acfionl^  ASiio  rcfpondeat  'NoiJii-- 
m  ;  fe  nony  Nomen  inane ^  Crimen  immane,  Ambrof.  de  Dig- 
siitat.  Sacerdot..' 


^I'he  End  of  the  Second  Volume,. 
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R  E  S  O  L  U  T I O  N  S  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of 
COMMONS,  relating  to  their  FORMS  of 

PROCEEDING,  PRIVILEGE,  &c.  &c, 

Colk5ied  out  of  J  OUR.N ALS^  anddigejled 
tinder  their  fever  al  He  ads. 

IF  it  is  reafonable  to  wonder^  that  this  Manual  was 
never  publiihed  before,  it  will  be  fo  much  the  lefs 
necelTary  to  apolo^ile  for  publifhing  it  now  :  And^  fure- 
\jy  if  it  appears,  that  not  only  all  who  have  Seats  in 
FarliaiTient,  or  who  are  in  a  Capacity  to  fit,  or  who  have 
Bufmefs  to  tranfadl  there,  but  the  v/hole  People  in  gene- 
ral, are  interefted  in  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  their  Repre- 
fentatives,  it  will  not  be  difputed,  that  they  ought  to  be 
.acquainted  with  them ;  and  the  Perfons  will  rather  de- 
*  ferve  their  Thanks  tha$)  Cenfure,  who  put  it  in  their 
Power  to  be  fo. 

Now,  barely  to  read  them,  is  to  be  convinced  of  this  1 
for  they  will  be  found  to  reach  almoll  all  Orders  of  Men, 
either  mediately  or  immediately.  And  it  is  lit  for  thofe 
^mthout  Doors  to  reflect,  with  a  due  Mixture  of  Reve- 
rence and  Attention,  that  the  Word  Fri^oilege  is  become 
as  facred  as  the  Word  Lan.\: ;  and  that  Ignorance  may 
be  held  as  infuihcient  a  Plea,  in  cafe  of  an  Offence, 
againil  the  one  as  the  other. 

Then  for  thofe  within y  if  we  may  prefume  to  fpeak 
of  them  at  all,  it  can  fcarce  be  faid,  that  they  are  qua- 
lified for  the  Truil  repofed  in  them,  till  they  are  ac- 
quainted, in  fome  Degree,  with  the  Methods  in  which 
it  is  to  be  difcharged :  And  this  is  a  known  Truth,  that 
Men  of  very  flender  Parts,  by  rendering  themfelves 
thorough  Matters  of  the  Forms  of  the  Houfe,  have  made 
themfelves  confiderable,  have  fancied  themfelves  to  be 
more  fo  ^  and,  by  the  mere  Dint  of  calling  to  Order, 
and  quoting  Journals  and  Precedents,  have  fometimes 
I)  defeated  Arguments  they  could  not  anfwer,  and  triumph- 
ed over  Talents  and  Abilities  that  infinitely  tranfcended 
their  own  \  which  is  all  that  need  be  faid  to  recommend 
a  Study,  hitherto,  perhaps^  too  much  neglefted ;  and 
to  juftify  this  Publication.. 
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